MONDAY Stolen water is refreshing; food eaten in secret tastes best.
Proverbs 9:17 If you just read this one verse, you might assume that
God wanted you to steal food and water. That stolen foods are
“refreshing” and “best.” You need what scholars call the “context.”
When you read above and below this verse in Proverbs, you’ll see that
“Folly” is talking. Someone who reads this whole section will know that
this is meant as bad advice. Challenge yourself to read more than just
one verse. See what comes around it, before and after. See what the
author or Jesus had just done, what’s coming up. Always, always look at
the larger context. Know the whole story and how this piece fits. Try to
understand the setting in which each verse occurs so Scripture will be a
good guide for you.
TUESDAY All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what
is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us
when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God uses it to
prepare and equip his people to do every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16
I had a professor tell us pastors: if you are not offended and
confronted when you read the Bible, you are not doing it right. That
surprised me so much I’ve always remembered it. Until that point, I’d
mostly seen scripture as comfort and direction. But it is also meant to
shape, transform, challenge, and change us. Allow God’s word to
teach, correct, prepare and equip you. Let it surprise and challenge
you. Let Scripture be your guide, don’t seek to guide it to what you
hope it would say.
WEDNESDAY Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it
day and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it. Only
then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. Joshua 1:8
God asks us to study the Word as a whole. This may mean reading a
new book of the Bible from start to finish. Or even reading an entire
section (the Wisdom Literature, the Prophets, the Epistles/Letters) that
doesn’t normally “appeal” to you. Maybe you’ll read the New
Testament, Old Testament or entire Bible all the way through. Seek to
study the whole of the Bible and enjoy reading in a new area.
THURSDAY 8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the court secretary,
“I have found the Book of the Law in the Lord’s Temple!” Then Hilkiah
gave the scroll to Shaphan, and he read it. Shaphan went to the king…
11 When the king heard what was written in the Book of the Law, he tore
his clothes in despair. 2 Kings 22:8-9, 11
Sometimes I try to imagine how Josiah felt. His father, grandfather, all
the rulers before him had worshipped idols. In those years of rebellion,
the people actually lost the scripture. Then Josiah begins his reign and

asks that God’s temple be restored. In the process, a priest rediscovers
the Scripture, which had been lost and forgotten. What is the king’s
response when he hear’s God’s words for the first time? What do you
think he did next (read on to find out!). Don’t let the mistakes of Josiah’s
generation be yours- read the Bible! Make it part of the daily pattern
of your life. Read it before there is a problem. Read it so your heart
can know God’s desire for your life.
FRIDAY But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in
him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about
him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them? And
how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? That is why the
Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good
news!” …So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News
about Christ. Romans 10:14-16,17
As a believer, you have access to the Bible. But what about those who
don’t yet believe? Are yours the beautiful feet who will carry the
scripture, the Good News to those who haven’t heard? What creative
ways could you use to share the story of the saving work of God?
SATURDAY God’s Word is better than a diamond, better than a diamond
set between emeralds. You’ll like it better than strawberries in spring,
better than red, ripe strawberries. Psalm 19:10 MSG
One summer, our friends took us to pick wild mountain strawberries.
Each of those tiny wild berries had more taste that a whole box from
the store. A handful was a delicious treasure. I can still remember the
joy of searching for them with the kids, eating them on the
mountainsides together. Remember- studying the word of God is not
just work, challenge and change. It’s fresh mountain strawberries, a fat
shiny diamond, a treasure.

