
Devotional Guide 
Parenting 

MONDAY To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace 
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 1 Timothy 1:2 
As far as we know, Paul never had children. And yet, Timothy was like 
a son to Paul. In what ways, if any, have mentors shaped your life? How 
can you mentor and encourage those who are younger than you are? 
Ask God to show you someone you can encourage and uplift. 

TUESDAY  Timothy, I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear 
conscience, just as my ancestors did. Night and day I constantly remember 
you in my prayers.  2 Timothy 1:3 
Pray for your children daily and let them know you are lifting them up, 
just as Paul did for Timothy. Ask what you can pray for each week and 
check back in to see how God is answering your prayers. Then take it a 
step further, as Paul did. Adopt a family or child in prayer this month! 
Get the parent’s permission, then ask how you could pray each week. 

WEDNESDAY Read Exodus 2:1-6  
Moses played a pivotal role in salvation history- he was the leader 
God chose to deliver the people from Egypt and slavery. How crucial 
were his mother’s (and sister’s) courage and creativity in saving his life? 
What about his adoptive mother? In what ways do you see God’s 
power at work with and through Moses’ biological and adoptive 
family? 

THURSDAY Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he 
reigned in Jerusalem fifty-five years...He did what was evil in the Lord’s 
sight, following the detestable practices of the pagan nations that the 
Lord had driven from the land ahead of the Israelites. He rebuilt the 
pagan shrines his father, Hezekiah, had destroyed. 2 Kings 21:1-3 
Direct your children onto the right path, 
    and when they are older, they will not leave it. Proverbs 22:6 
I often encounter parents who read Proverbs 22:6 and feel 
discouraged, thinking they failed to “direct their child” well. Yet when 
we read the book of kings, we notice deeply faithful kings often had 
children who turn their back on God. Hezekiah, one of Israel’s most 
righteous leaders, is the father of Manasseh, whose very name 
becomes a byword for apostasy. On the flip side, some truly horrible 
kings have sons who choose God’s path. I am reminded that, as 
imperfect parents, we do our very best to teach God’s path to our kids. 
We never stop praying for them. But ultimately, it’s up to them to 
choose their path. 

FRIDAY And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these 
commands that I am giving you today. Repeat them again and again to 
your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting 
up. Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 
Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
How could you make teaching the faith part of the natural rhythm of 
your life- when sitting at home, taking a walk, before bed? Think with 
joy about how discussing God’s love and teaching could be part of 
your family’s natural rhythms. 

SATURDAY No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening—it’s painful! 
But afterward there will be a peaceful harvest of right living for those 
who are trained in this way. Hebrew 12:11 
Fathers, do not aggravate your children, or they will become 
discouraged. Colossians 3:21 
As parents, we are called to walk a delicate 
line: to discipline our children, but not so 
harshly that they become discouraged. God 
asks you to set boundaries, teach character, 
enforce consequences. To show our kids 
God’s path and help them walk it. But not in 
a controlling or harmful way. All of us mess 
up- seek your children’s forgiveness when you 
do. Then ask for God’s help to be the best 
parent you can.  

Wisdom from the Community - Parenting 

I repeat the words of Psalm 127 (children are a blessing and a gift), 
as necessary, until I think those things again -Amanda T. 

Remember to give yourself the grace you would give others. You will 
make bad choices. Go back and say you're sorry and mend the bridge 
to make it stronger, just like you want them to. -Lisa S. 

When children bless a marriage it can be difficult for the parents. Be 
sure you take to time to rekindle your relationship. -Nick G. 

We make dinner together and pray before we eat it! -Laura G 



When we dropped our son off at college I realized I wasn’t worried I 
hadn’t nagged him enough. But that I was concerned I hadn’t stopped 
long enough during the long hard journey to just sit back and enjoy 
him. Parenting is tough but there are fun parts. Revel in them. -Amy M. 
My mother told me: "Kids don't come with an instruction manual. All you 
can do is love them!” -Pollyanna H. 

Your oldest children benefit from your time...because you have little 
experience. Your youngest children benefit from your experience, 
because you have little time.  -Erin C.  

Always make time for each child individually. It’s important for them to 
get that special one-on-one time b/c they have a tendency to share 
more about themselves and what is happening in their lives. -Leslie K. 

Pick the thing you like best in each age and stage, even if it’s a stage 
you generally hate. When the do the thing you love, and you recognize 
it, it makes the age and stage easier to handle. -Manisha A. 

Don’t sweat the small stuff. Everything is small stuff. -Leif D. 

Whoever cooks gets to watch the others clean up (My son learned to 
cook very early in life!). -Marjorie B. 

Forgive easily….it will teach them to forgive others. -Sally F. 

“Please and thank you” was huge with my girls. Reminding them to say 
it and for me to always reciprocate. -Kristie D. 

Never approach with a negative attitude or speech. Teach with a 
positive heart and love. -Sally B. 

I said over and over to myself this may be “cute” at 2 but it won’t be 
at 12. -Jeanne Ann T. 

My girls didn't miss church. If they stayed up late on Saturday night or 
they were too tired or whatever, they knew unless they were sick, they 
would be in church. -Bertina S. 
Pick your battles!! -Sarah B. 

I told my daughter most everyday, “Remember who you are and whose 
you are. You are a precious child of God.” -Larry M. 

When putting them to bed, I always made them laugh before I kissed 
them and said good night. -Tom R. 

Never say never! -Ken R. 

My sister-in-law told her children to come to her with the solution, NOT 
with the problem. -Melani B.  

When my toddler is having a temper tantrum, i say in my head that i 
don’t negotiate with terrorists... -Kacey P. 

Communication. Be willing to talk about anything! Listen to them...don’t 
do all the talking. Never let them leave the house without telling them 
you love them. -Brenda S. 

Everything is just a season. -Kendra A. 

I didn’t worry about how people told me to parent; I just tried to 
respond to what she needed from me to support her growth, and be 
attuned to how that evolved. I trusted that the Lord gave me this job, so 
He must think me up to it. -Erika P. 

Words that have helped: “You’re a wonderful mother..” “It gets better.” 
“Just do the best you can.” -Jessica M. 

I told Moms in the NICU, “You’re a good mama”. Some said they had 
never heard that before. I think we need to say that more, especially 
when we notice the little things. -Sarah M. 

I try to prepare our kids for the future by teaching them to cultivate 
relationships with friends, trusted adults, and mentors who love & care 
about them. I also make sure they are plugged into a strong church 
family who would step in if I'm hit by a truck (eek!). -Lynda A. 

Nothing lasts forever. The tantrums don't last forever (so take a deep 
breath, you can handle it), The sweet, young times don't last forever (so 
take a deep breath, slow down, and savor it). -Hillary M. 

Free them to make independent decisions as they still live at home, so 
when they go off, they’re ready. Help them learn to fail and get back 
up again. It’s not fatal. -Randy E. 

I kept up the nightly routine of going to their rooms, saying goodnight 
all the way through high school. It allowed me to just talk for a few 
minutes. Occasionally they shared important stuff/feelings. -Jeannie W.


