
MONDAY This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you 
go. Joshua 1:9 
Being a father, or a mother, is one of the most wonderful, but also most 
stressful jobs in life. All of us need this reminder from God to walk the 
path he’s set before us, to be strong, to be courageous, and know we 
are not alone. If you are needing that as a parent (or just in life) use 
these verses as your prayer today. Or pray this for a parent you know.  

TUESDAY When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man and his 
wife heard the Lord God walking about in the garden. Genesis 3:8 
This verse speaks to me of how God longs to be with us: To share the 
best part of the day (the time of the evening breeze) with his children. 
To walk together without agenda or demand, and just savor the beauty 
of the world God has given to us to care for. Seek out a time to share 
with God to savor together the setting and life God has given you. 

WEDNESDAY Direct your children onto the right path, 
    and when they are older, they will not leave it. Proverbs 22:6 
God gives parents the the honor and responsibility of being a child’s 
first, best, and most consistent teachers. You are with your children 
daily. Unlike the rest of the world, children see us at our worst, most 
tired, most stressed. Teaching isn’t just our words, its how we live, the 
choices we make. Help them learn as they see you deal with conflict, 
with disappointment, with sorrow. Let all of your life teach “the right 
path” and when you miss it, teach about repentance and second 
chances. 

THURSDAY But those who won’t care for their relatives, especially those 
in their own household, have denied the true faith. Such people are worse 
than unbelievers. 1Timothy 5:8 
Caring for needs of those in our families goes beyond the basics of 
food, safety, a place to learn and grow. That’s the foundation, but 
living with others gives you deep insight into their emotional and 
spiritual needs. Take time today to pray for clarity about how you 
could care for each person who lives in your home, meeting needs in a 
way that helps each person thrive and grow. 

FRIDAY And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these 
commands that I am giving you today. Repeat them again and again to 
your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are 
on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. 
Tie them to your hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. 

Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
Parents are invited to engage their children in deep, heart-to-heart 
conversations that teach not just facts, but lead to wisdom. Schedule 
some regular “conversational walks” with your children, one on one. 
Ask about their questions, their needs and struggles. Be there to listen, 
support, and gently teach them how God is with them and helping 
them. 

SATURDAY Father to the fatherless, defender of widows— 
    this is God, whose dwelling is holy. 
God places the lonely in families… Psalm 68:5-6 
Families are rarely perfect. Some of us have had a terrible experience 
with an abusive or uninterested parent. Others feel we have failed in 
this role ourselves. As a child growing up in a divorced home, this verse 
comforted me. God watches over those who are missing pieces of their 
family, filling in those spaces with his own love. And most of all, God 
puts us into families. There are so many spiritual parents and 
grandparents, brothers and sisters in this church. If you are lonely, 
would you pray for God to put you into someone’s spiritual family? 
And if you have love to give, would be on the lookout for a lonely 
person who needs you as a family member?


