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Reading the Map 
Matthew 14:22-33 

I am not the world’s greatest fisherman. I have fished a few times. The last time, I bought some worms 
to go bait-fishing and I accidentally put them in the freezer, which fish don’t really like frozen worms. 
I would much rather catch a bunch of minnows than other fish, but we caught a bass this summer and 
we were really excited. The boys were really excited to cook a fish that they caught. The first time that 
it happened, I tried to gut it and it slipped out and it was gone. The second time we tried, Ephraim had 
a good idea, “Dada, why don’t you gut the fish on the grass and not the edge of the lake.” And I thought, 
that was a pretty good idea. I was probably more concerned with the mess than the actual fish flopping 
away.  

So it was successful: we had a two pound bass, got about two ounces of meat out of it. And it was a 
wonderful success. 

Peter the Apostle was a pretty good fisherman. I’ve known a number of actually good fisherman in my 
day. I think one of the realities of fishing is that you always know someone who is better than you, 
who knows the lake more than you. Our neighbor on our families house on LBJ, for many years all 
growing up, Gary, was an excellent fisherman. He was a professional fishing guide. And he knew that 
lake well. He knew all of the little coves, all of the places the fish liked to be. People who fish a lot 
know their territory. They know what is going on. Peter, the first apostle, knew the Sea of Galilee. He 
knew that lake so well. He had fished it all his life. And Jesus asked him to see something new there.  

Our Scripture today comes from the Gospel of Matthew 14:22-33. 

Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And 
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there 

alone, but the boat by this time was many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was 
against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw 
him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” and they cried out for fear. But immediately he 

spoke to them, saying, “Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” 

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, bid me come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of 
the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink 

he cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, 

saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Peter knows the lake really well. His livelihood depends on the lake. His father’s livelihood probably 
depended on the lake. All the people he ever knew lived on the lake. At first Jesus comes and says, 
“Lay down your nets and follow me.” Laying down his nets was not laying down a past-time. It’s not 
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a recreational activity. It is laying down his livelihood and the future he expected for his life to do 
something else. Following this messiah, this anointed one of God. 

But they are back at the lake, and Jesus is preaching and ministering around the lake. Peter knows this 
lake very well. And Jesus walks on water. I think that this is something that is often missed in this 
passage. We focus on the miracle of the walking on water and not the specific water on which Jesus 
walks. Jesus walks on the water that Peter knows so well. That Peter has probably spent a few hours a 
day all of his life on. Laying out nets, gathering nets, finding fish, not finding fish, talking to his brother, 
talking to his friends, sharing fish stories on that water, never seeing someone walk on it. Never seeing 
anyone with mastery over it.  

My brothers and sisters, we are continuing our series on Mapping the Future. Last week, we looked at 
where we are, thinking about where we are as a church, as a people, as individuals, and how we are 
fitting in in a time and how God offers us opportunities of reassessing where we are. 

Today, I want us to be thinking about Reading the Map. Reading the map of our area. Last week, I 
spoke about some topographic maps of our location that I have in my office that I have been looking 
at, and how sometimes looking at a different kind of map can give us a different perspective and how 
important different perspectives are.  

And really, what we have in this passage today is Jesus giving a different perspective. Jesus transform-
ing the expectations of the disciples. They thought Jesus was a good teacher. They thought Jesus was 
an amazing healer, but he walks on water. And not just any water, the water they knew so well. Some-
thing sacred is happening in Galilee. Something sacred is happening on the lake.  

The Letter to the Hebrews defines faith as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
unseen.” Faith is one of those large words in English that occupy a lot of spaces. You can talk about 
people of faith or my faith or the faith of others. You can talk about it in a lot of ways without getting 
to the heart of what is going on when Peter took that step outside the boat. Peter took that step and 
walked on water, too. And the power that Jesus had was with him that day.  

And then, Peter saw the winds and he wavered. Those winds were familiar to Peter. Peter had seen 
those winds before. The passage in Matthew says that there was a storm through the night while the 
disciples were on the boat. And if you are on a large lake and if you are in the middle of the lake and 
winds are coming towards you, you know that you need to get off that lake. It is so familiar to him that 
he loses his focus on Jesus in front of him.  

It takes a step of faith to look at our surroundings in a new and fresh way, believing that something 
new can come here, that God can do a new thing in our spaces, that God can do a new thing with people 
in our lives whose direction has gone off course. It takes a step of faith to consistently believe in the 
power of God’s transformation on ourselves and on others. 
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God is calling us to take a step of faith. God is calling us to get out of the boat. God is calling us to do 
something new. As a church, as a world, as individuals, God is calling us to take that step of faith. To 
have assurance in things hoped for and conviction in things unseen.  

Faith is not acting foolishly or haphazardly. It can often appear that way. I am sure for a lot of people, 
for Peter and Andrew to lay down their nets and follow Jesus looked really foolish. For a lot of people, 
loving our neighbors as Jesus called us looks really foolish. It is not a good investment of our time. For 
a lot of people prayer looks foolish. It takes faith to step and be willing to look foolish in prayer, to 
look foolish in love, realizing that you believe more in the God who rose Jesus from the dead than in 
the opinions of those who may think you look foolish. It takes faith to step out of a boat that you know 
well onto a lake that you know well. It takes faith to look at the area you have lived in for a while, to 
a church you may have attended for a while, and look for something new to happen, look for God to 
do something new. 

Peter stepped out of the boat by faith, but he also stepped out of the boat by humility, by a willingness 
to see the familiar in a new way. By a willingness to be taught by Jesus. We all need to have the 
humility of Peter, a willingness to be taught by Jesus, a willingness to see our area in a new perspective. 
Where are the locations of hope? Where are the locations of despair? Where are the locations of peace 
and joy? Where are the locations of struggle and hurt and heartache and loneliness? How can we be a 
church that truly represents God’s kingdom in this place? We do so by living by faith, by stepping out 
of the boat humbly and faithfully and joyfully. By willing to do something new in a time that nobody 
could have foreseen.  

Let us be willing to read a new map of our area that has God at the center, that has God’s transfor-
mations at the center. Brothers and sisters, I am so amazed by the stories that I have heard about peo-
ple’s lives transformed by the Walk to Emmaus at Bee Creek. It is amazing, and there are not going to 
me any more walks for the rest of the year, and so those are needs that are not being met and it is going 
to come back next year, at some point this pandemic is going to go away. We believe that God is 
greater than that, but there are needs, there are people whose lives would be transformed by going on 
a walk that are not able to do that yet, that are not able to do that now. How can we pray from them? 
How can we seek and love and comfort those people? How can we make opportunities for transfor-
mation in times like this? Let us work together, let us think of new ideas for ministry. Let us think of 
new things to put on our map. Let us not be ashamed of getting advice from different people. Let us 
not be ashamed to listen to children or youth and what they are going through and what they are think-
ing about. Let us be open to God speaking through the still, small voice and God also speaking through 
the roaring waves. That God is calling us to take a step towards the future of abundance. A future of 
hope. A future of peace. A future where the weary are welcomed, where God’s light shines. Let us take 
that step together, let us share Christ with each other a little bit more. Let us seek out and discern new 
ways of sharing christ with others. Let us practice mercy together. Let us practice humility together. 
Let us practice faithfulness together. Let us be willing to take a step that maybe we weren’t a year ago. 
Not a step that is unsafe, but a step based on faith. A step towards God. Let us be willing to see Christ 
walking on the lake. Let us be willing to see Christ walk on Lake Travis, and let us be willing to get 
out of the boat and walk towards Him when he calls.  


