
MONDAY There was a man who had two sons. Luke 15:11 
Where are you in the birth order of your family? Do you think your 
birth order had an effect on your relationships within your family, your 
development, or your outlook? Does it contribute to how you see God? 
God loves all children- oldest, middle, youngest. He loves us when we 
get lost and when we remain by his side. If you were missing something 
from your earthly family, know that God is the perfect parent, loving 
unconditionally.  

TUESDAY The younger [son] said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share 
of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. Luke 15:12 
Try to picture this son, saying to his father, in effect, “I can’t wait for 
you to die. Just give me my inheritance now!” How would such a child’s 
face look? What do you see in his eyes? What led him to this point? 
Now look at his father- what do you see there? How would you feel as 
the parent of such a child? Now ponder- the father represents God. 
Does that change the emotions you see on his face? 

WEDNESDAY A few days later this younger son packed all his belongings 
and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild 
living. About the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the 
land, and he began to starve. He persuaded a local farmer to hire him, 
and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs.The young man 
became so hungry that even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked 
good to him. But no one gave him anything. Luke 15:13-16 

What’s the closest you’ve come to hitting bottom? Perhaps a financial 
or relational stress, a crisis or failure, or a deep loss? How did you feel, 
act? Did you have hope for the future or did it seem bleak and 
hopeless? What helped you make it through?  

THURSDAY I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned 
against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called 
your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.” Luke 15:18-19 
What regrets/sorrows do you carry over sins in the past? This son finds 
restoration when he apologizes. If you are still carrying guilt over the 
past, ask God to forgive you. Do the same same for those you 
wronged. Finally: you must forgive yourself. Don’t stay with the pigs. 
God wants to restore you and let you start anew. You can’t do that with 
the pigs 

FRIDAY But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in 
the house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his 
feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We must celebrate with a 
feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was 
lost, but now he is found.’ Luke 15:22-24 
This is where I most often see us falter as followers of God. We can 
realize we are wrong, even say we are sorry, but we have a hard time 
accepting grace instead of punishment. I have heard so many people 
holding themselves back from the love and mercy God offers. God 
holds out a robe, ring, and sandals. Don’t leave them in the dirt and 
head to the bunkhouse. Live like the forgiven. Accept God’s restoration 
and then joyfully tell your story. Tell others how much God has forgiven 
you; help them know they can come home, too! 

SATURDAY So the party began. Luke 15:24b 
If you were to have a party to celebrate 
the most amazing thing God has done for 
you, what would it be? Why wait for 
great restoration? Let’s celebrate the 
small things, too! A friend of mine 
keeps birthday candles handy and on 
days when a big test is passed, or a 
project completed, puts them on a 
cookie or dessert for the kids or 
herself to celebrate! How could you 
build small celebrations into daily life? 
What will you celebrate this week? 
Today? 


