
A  Return to Online Services 
 

To the members of First Christian Church, 

 The regional minister of the Christian Church in Oklahoma, Pam Holt, has sent a  

letter to all of our Oklahoma congregations “imploring you to stop in-person worship due 

to the alarming number of positive test results, hospitalizations and deaths.” In  

consultation with our ministry council moderator, James Howard, and worship committee 

chairperson, Mary Ann Hargrove, I have made the difficult decision for us to temporarily 

suspend our worship service until we see an improvement in our current situation. 

 We will return to doing what we did a few months ago. I will record sermons that 

you can access online. Printed copies of these sermons will also be available online, and 

hard copies of the sermons will be mailed to those members who do not have computers.  

It is my hope that we will be able to return to in-person worship as soon as possible.   

 This decision is based solely on our concern for the safety of our members. In  

addition to asking for your support in this decision, I also ask that you take every possible 

precaution in regard to your personal activities. The news of vaccines being available in a 

few weeks is a hopeful sign that we will be able to return to some sense of normalcy in all 

areas of our lives. I will continue to be in touch through the pastoral letters, and ask that 

you contact me by phone if you have any needs for which I can be of help. You continue 

to be in my prayers. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Kipp  

Sermons will be posted online weekly through email, Facebook, and YouTube.  

We will also continue to send out our weekly mail packets through USPS. 

If you or someone you know would like to be added to our mailing list,  

please contact Jamie in the FCC office at (918)582-8237. 
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Wedding Anniversaries 
November 

25 - Bill & Anna Tarpenning 
December 

10 - Jay & Mary Lou Gibson 
18 - Kevin & Mary Byrne 
18 - Don & Jean Swanson 

29 - Bob & Mary Carolyn Lengacher 

Welcome New Members: Zach & Jamie Newton 

Zach and Jamie Newton placed their membership with First Christian Church on October 18th, 2020. Jamie has been 

on staff here at FCC since February of this year and Zach is an engineer for Helmerich and Payne in downtown Tulsa. 

The Newtons recently celebrated their 5 year anniversary and live in Collinsville with their two dogs, Bennie and Jett. 

They have enjoyed getting to know everyone here at FCC and look forward to the day when we can meet for services 

again under more “normal” circumstances and continue their involvement. The Ministry Council has also  

recently approved Zach to take over Bill Osteen’s position in Resources and Property for 2021. 

Chalice Hymnal #341 
Welcoming a New Member 

Reaffirming our own faith in Jesus the Christ, 

we gladly welcome you into this community of faith, 

enfolding you with our love 

and committing ourselves to your care. 

In the power of God’s spirit 

let us mutually encourage each other to trust God 

and strengthen one another to serve others, 

that Christ’s church may in all things stand faithful. 

Upcoming Member Birthdays 

1 - Madeline Murphy 
3 - Zenobia Mayo 
4 - Celeste Barrow 
6 - Charley Berry 
7 - Sandra Lewis 

7 - Brooklin Knight 
8 - Shirley Plemons 
9 - Doug Thompson 

 

10 - Dick Willhour 
11 - Jack Vandervort 
11 - Laurita Williams 
19 - Mary Lou Gibson 
19 - Heather Murphy 

22 - Christy Brooks 
27 - Harold Hatfield 

28 - Jack Elswick 
 

December 

3 - Kathy Ostrem 
3 - Blake Blackburn 
6 - Cortez Eckwood 
8 - Deborah Ahearn 
15 - Debbie Goltra 

18 - Joan Bell 
18 - Marcia Hawkins 

21 - Beverly Southard 
21 - Mary Ann Hargrove 

23 - Bob Brasel 
24 - Tom Nulf 

24 - Ray Wright 

November 



Keep in Your Prayers 
Kaicee Mayo- has been diagnosed with COVID-19 while being the  
caregiver for her mother, Rev. Zenobia. 
Carl- choir member Karlena Riggs’ uncle, has been diagnosed with 
stage 3 esophageal cancer. 
Jamie Osteen- granddaughter-in-law to Bill Osteen, has been  
diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer. 
Wally Wozencraft- our architect, passed away on November 13th.  
His funeral took place on November 19th. 
David Dunning- is back home after spending some time in the  
hospital due to heart issues. 
Sally Johnson- has been experiencing extreme back pain. 
Jessie Lightman- friend to choir member Kristen Simpson, recently 
passed away after spending time in the hospital. 
Laurita Williams- had a successful treatment for her MS and doctors 
are hopeful that her condition will not worsen. 

Baby Malia- friend to Darlene Blackburn, was born prematurely and continues to gain weight. 
Paul Pinkosky- had successful eye surgery early in November and looks forward to the next procedure on 
the other eye some time in December. 
Monica Eure- was intubated and unresponsive at St. Francis’ ICU and is now recovering at The Ambassador 
Rehab and Nursing Home. 
Ann Harris- Mary Lou Gibson’s sister, has congestive heart failure as well as memory problems that are  
progressively becoming worse. 
Jim Lawson- Richard Lawson’s father, is recovering from surgery after breaking his hip. 
Rev. Zenobia Mayo- is at home recovering after spending time in the hospital due to surgery and a fall. 
Anna Tarpenning- is at home recovering from surgery to help correct the arthritis in her feet and soon hopes 
to begin the process to help resolve the issues with her knees as well. 
Sue Trimble- moved to Bartlesville before the end of the year. 
Joan Hauger- recovering from hip surgery on November 6th. 
Lanny & Gina Newton- father and step-mother to Zach Newton, contracted COVID-19 in early November.  
Jamie Newton family- Jamie’s family face difficult decisions regarding her grandparents and their battle with 
dementia especially in light of the pandemic. 
Lance- condolences for one of our contractors for the sudden loss of his business partner and friend. 
Sandy- Anna Tarpenning’s friend, continues to struggle with her diabetes, kidneys, and legs. 
Monica Eure Family- Monica’s cousin is facing homelessness while in Colorado and her aunt in Tennessee is 
having health issues involving her heart. 
Deborah Ahearn’s mom- suffering from dementia and other health issues. 
Cox Family- successfully moved into their new home but continue to face uncertainty with Nick’s job and 
work towards recovering financially from the pandemic. 
Dr. Robert Hauger- is recovering from an injury to his leg. 
Ray Funk- is now home after spending time in Franciscan Villa recovering from medical issues. 
Jenna- a relation to Susan Voner, has been in need of a liver transplant or risk liver failure due to hepatitis.  
Rev. Fred Ryder- a friend and colleague of Kipp, was intubated while being treated for COVID-19 in OKC. 
Bob Prather- Anna Tarpenning’s friend, is recovering from a crushed vertebrae and tailbone. 
Dwight Wallace- our lead custodian with his wife, Tiffany, are seeking custody of their 3 teenage grandsons 
while also trying to make ends meet financially.  



Aryn Cox, quite possibly the 
cutest 6-year-old member we 
have, recently got to visit the 
pumpkin patch! We are so  
grateful to see her smiling face! 

Cortez Eckwood went to 
Lake Keystone for the first time to 
try his luck catching fish using his 
handmade fishing pole- a pen, 
fishing line, and hook. Anyone 
who knows Cortez, knows that his 
creative spirit is sure to put a 
smile on everyone’s face. 

Sue Trimble’s reign as FCC’s 
Flower Chairman for 30 years has 
finally come to an end due to her 
upcoming move to Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma. We will miss Sue and 
wish her all the best in 
Bartlesville! The flowers pictured 
above were given in her honor on 
Oct. 11th. If you would like to  
donate an arrangement in honor 
or memory of someone special, 
please contact Jamie in the FCC 
office at (918)582-8237 or by 
email at office@fcctulsa.org. 

Bill Osteen and Dick Willhour were interviewed by News Channel 6 last month. The story 
about their work with our Snack Pack program aired on November 11th for Veteran’s Day. We are so 
grateful to these stars for their service and their work with FCC over the years! 



A Diamond Anniversary - 60 Years 
First Christian Church’s Memorial Chapel was officially dedicated 

on November 27th, 1960 in memory of Reginald Oras Shaw.  

Reginald was a young man who grew up here at First Christian 

and was a faithful member until his death in 1951. Reginald, or 

“Reg”, was a West Point graduate and a source of much pride for 

his family and friends. The funds for construction of the chapel 

were provided by his parents, Judge and Mrs. Oras A. Shaw. 

After Reg’s death in 1951 at the young age of 25, they found this 

quote in his handwriting: “It is difficult to make a man miserable 

who has developed a sense of worthiness in himself, and a  

kinship with the Great God who made him.” 

When you enter the Memorial Chapel, you may recognize that the 

stained glass windows are completely different from what you see 

in our sanctuary. Designed by Emil Frei of St. Louis, the Chancel  

Window contains symbols representing the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Sacraments. The stained glass you see in the east and 

west windows depict some of Jesus’ parables and other familiar 

Biblical scenes. From left to right, the scenes include: The Prodigal 

Son, The Mustard Seed, Laborers in the Vineyard, The Lost Sheep, 

The Burning Bush, Jacob’s Ladder, The Parable of the Soils, and  

The Good Samaritan. It was the desire of the benefactors that the 

chapel be operated at all times in an atmosphere of quiet and  

reverence, and dedicated in service, in prayer, and in sincere  

worship of Almighty God.  

Soon after the dedication, the chapel held it’s 

very first wedding ceremony. Jay and Mary Lou 

Gibson were blissfully married on  

December 10th, 1960.  Jay first met Mary Lou 

while visiting FCC with a girlfriend. Luckily for 

them both, when Jay and the girlfriend parted 

ways he remembered meeting beautiful Mary 

Lou and asked for her number. The rest is history 

and we are so thankful Jay and Mary Lou still call 

First Christian Church their home. 
Sources: FCC Historical Sketch and Tour Brochure 2008, How Firm a Foundation: The First Hundred Years excerpt 

by Jayne Hopman, West Point Memorial 1952 

https://www.west-point.org/users/usma1946/15684/


Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 

September’s General Fund Income was $20,900 and $250 from royalty and interest incomes and $15,876 from  
trust accounts.  
September’s Expenditures totaled $50,593.  $970 of these expenditures were for roof and storm damage  
professional fees, which are not included in the claim reimbursement.  
October’s General Fund Income was $20,388 and $180 from royalty and interest incomes and $15,876 from  
trust accounts.  
October’s Expenditures totaled $58,592.  $12,861 of these expenditures were for roof and storm damage repairs, 
which are not included in the claim reimbursement and $795 were for ERB and PPE expenses.  
 
The 2021 Stewardship Campaign has begun.  Year to date giving statements will be sent out in mid-November for 
your review. We hope you will find it useful in determining your remaining gifts to the church this calendar year.  The 
gift of appreciated stocks, bonds, or mutual fund shares to fulfill the estimate of giving for the year can be a great tax 
advantage. To ensure your gifts are included on your 2020 income tax return as charitable deductions, it must be  
delivered to the church or postmarked by December 31st, so please plan accordingly. Thank you for your faithful  
prayers and support throughout the year.  

Update on the Roof & Building Repairs Deborah Ahearn 
Roof Update: The majority of the roof repairs are complete and inspections have made us aware of a few areas where 
standing water is pooling on the roof. I was able to consult with Wally and the A-Best crew, and we have all agreed 
some additional work is needed to allow for proper drainage. These were unforeseen issues that were not able to be 
detected until the new roof installation was completed. A-Best will be working on these repairs and the finish work 
sometime within the next several weeks. The Pandemic has postponed some of the work which is why it’s been taking 
longer than anticipated. 
Roof Drain replaced: During the rain storms last month, we discovered some water leaking into the Home Builders 
room. Luckily, we caught it quick and was able to keep the water contained. The copper roof drain had some  
additional cracks that were not noticeable until we had a couple days of rain.  Mullin and Talon worked together to 
complete the repairs so we now have a very sturdy and water tight PVC pipe for that roof drain.  We are grateful it 
was noticed before any Interior work was done.   
Dome & Skylight Update: American Glass was able to do an inspection of the Dome while it was raining. They  
determined the leaks into the Sanctuary are coming from a small area on the top of the Dome where the Cross is. 
They will be back in the next week or two to seal those areas.   
Interior Repairs: I’ve been working with Lance with Talon Commercial Services and we have finalized the  
specifications for the Interior Repairs. He is working on his final bid proposal.  Lance lost a long-time friend and  
business partner recently so they are still recovering from the shock.  Please keep them in your prayers.  
 

We received word on Friday, November 13th, that FCC’s Architect and friend, Wally Wozencraft, passed away. Wally 
was instrumental in guiding me and our FCC Roof Group committee during the planning, evaluation and repair  
process from the Hail Storm damage. He was also the Architect for the Chapel and designed the Choir Loft and stage 
in the Sanctuary.  I learned a great deal from Wally and I’m very grateful I had the opportunity to work with him on 
this project.  He absolutely loved FCC, the building and church members, and was so honored to contribute to FCC’s 
history.  I know I only knew him for a short time, but I think I can speak for many when I say that it didn’t take long to 
fall in love with him!  He was such a sweet, kind and joyful soul. He will truly be missed.   



Outreach Pattie Gay-Sittler 
Day Center for the Homeless Report 
We made and delivered 80 meals to the Tulsa Day Center on October 8th and November 12th. We  
provided 80 servings of chicken pot pie, salad with honey-mustard dressing (Oct. 8th), cranberry fruit 
salad (Nov. 12th), frosted cake and sweet tea as well as plates, cups, and 4 gallons of milk. Thank you 
to Mary and Karen Garner for making the salad. 
Because of COVID-19 the staff at Tulsa Day Center continue to meet the outreach volunteers at the back 
door to receive the meal and serve it themselves. Last month FCC received a note from the Day Center’s 
volunteer coordinator thanking us for our thoughtful consideration and continual help to Tulsa’s  
homeless population. 
Snack Pack Report 
Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday Snack Packs are handed out at the Chapel’s front doors to about 
30-40 clients. Our volunteers have been Bill Osteen and Dick Willhour.  
More Snack Packs were packed on Friday, October 2nd and November 5th by James Howard, Rocky 
Marlow, David Rathbun, Zach Newton, Cortez Eckwood, and H&P employees: Melissa Teal, her son, 
Errin Perez and Jerry Prescott. We owe a debt of gratitude to James Howard, who keeps tabs on the 
current stock and David Rathbun for his continuing efforts in securing supplies each month. If you see 
these people around please give them a big thank you.  
Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we have altered our way of business at FCC. We no longer provide 
coffee and extra water, nor are we asking the recipients to sign-in to receive their lunch packs. We 
have also closed the lobby by moving tables to the front doors and ask our clients to distance  
themselves from each other. These measures will enable us to continue this important and  
needed outreach mission of First Christian Church.  

Thank you, First Christian Church Members, for making a difference in the lives of others. It does take a 
village who is willing to reach out and lend a helping hand in God’s world.  

“Those who are generous are blessed, 
for they share their bread with the poor.”  

Proverbs 22:9 



Dr. Kipp Wolfe – Interim Pastor 
Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper Ext. 103  
Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org         

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant Ext. 114  
Email:  office@fcctulsa.org     

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 
Robin Dowling – Custodian 

 The holidays are fast approaching and FCC's Outreach needs your help! 

We are most in need of heavy winter gloves, blankets, and coats for this year's clothing drive.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation, please write "Outreach Holiday Drive" on the memo 

of your check. As you clean out your closet for winter, be sure to set aside any unwanted, warm items 

for our holiday clothing drive.  

Would you like to 

lend your voice? 
We are looking for more  

contributors for our monthly  

Vision Newsletter. If you would like to add 

your voice to this newsletter, please send an 

email to office@fcctulsa.org or speak with 

Jamie Newton for more  

information. 

An aerial view of the construction of the Memorial Chapel in 1960. 
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