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The Kidney Sisters 

 During a time when we hear about another mass shooting, another disagreement 

that makes Congress dysfunctional and the continuing culture and race wars in our 

country, USA Today ran a feel-good story that we all need to hear. 

Two co-workers at an Atlanta hospital made a life-saving connection while visiting 

about their husbands.  Tia Wimbush and Susan Ellis knew each other’s husbands needed a 

kidney transplant but it was not until they stopped to ask how their husbands were doing 

that they realized their blood types were compatible with each other’s husband.  It was 

the first in-person conversation they’d had in several months due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

 Tia Wimbush said, “My thought immediately was that we could help each other and 

stop the suffering of both of our families.”  Both husbands had been on dialysis for several 

months.  Susan Ellis’ husband Lance said, “There’s nothing easy about it.  When I would 

get unhooked from that machine I would feel worse.” 

 After having to postpone the transplants when Susan Ellis tested positive for COVID-

19, all four entered the hospital and the transplants were performed on the same day.  

Tia’s husband Rodney considers the Ellises to be “family now.”  Tia and Susan describe 

themselves as having a bond for the rest of their lives.   

 Both couples hope their story is a reminder TO STOP AND CHECK IN WITH EACH 

OTHER, from co-workers to family members.  It’s a reminder we all need to hear, and 

there is one other thing I haven’t mentioned that made this story so important to hear.  In 

the midst of a time when so much seems wrong, Tia, who is black, and Susan, who is 

white, have reminded us of our common need to care for each other.  And I’m sure if you 

asked Rodney and Lance they would tell you they could care less about the color of the 

person who gave them a kidney, and a new lease on life. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Kipp 



Member Birthdays 

5 - Mary Carolyn Lengacher 
5 - Don Swanson 
7 - Charlie McKee 
8 - Kylie Rathbun 
12 - Bill Osteen 

13 - Wayne Rumley 
13 - Pattie Gay-Sittler 
14 - Warren Milliken 

15 - Linda Hess 
16 - Nick Cox 

22 - Don Brooks 
22 - Sandra Freeman 

25 - Vi Kennett 

July 

2 - Jay Gibson 
3 - Patty Sellers 

4 - Millie Elswick 
5 - Amber Blackburn 
7 - Leslie Swanson 

9 - Charles Hargrove 
13 - Paul Pinkosky 

15 - Christopher Hauger 
22 - Dorothy Herndon 

22 - Sue Ann Duckworth 
24 - Dorman Walton 

28 - Ann Sullivan 
29 - Jim Freeman 

29 - Susan Rorschach 
29 - Richard Lawson 

June 

9 - Sue Trimble 
10 - Katie Murphy 
11 - David Dunning 

14 - Ethel Mae Brown 
20 - Lucy Spear 

27 - Barbara Russell 
27 - Anna Tarpenning 

29 - Kim Hauger 
29 - Robert Hauger 
29 - Dwight Wallace 

August 

Wedding Anniversaries 

2 - Norman & Sue Ann  
Duckworth 

12 - Don & Christy  
Brooks 

18 - Tim & Deborah 
Ahearn 

24 - Brian & Kelli  
Knight 

27 - John & Barbara  
Russell 

June 

20 - John & Carol  
Grisham 

22 - Clarke & Joyce  
Kendall 

31 - Kipp & Suzanne  
Wolfe 

July 
3 - Bill & Lucy  Spear 

7 - James & Mary Lynn  
Howard 

12 - Susan & Charlie McKee 
15 - Charles & Mary Ann  

Hargrove 
23 - Bill Osteen &  

Sandra Lewis 

August 

Thank You 

Thank you sincerely for sharing our sorrow.  

Your kindness is deeply appreciated and will always be  

remembered by the family of Rudene Anita Walton. 

Dear FCC Family, 

Thank you for honoring Rudene with the beautiful  

altar flower arrangement. I am so appreciative. 

- Dorman Walton 



In Memoriam - E. Stanley Hawkins - June 23, 1921 

E. Stanley Hawkins would have had his 100th birthday June 23, 

2021. Chief Hawkins served as Chief of the Tulsa Fire Department 

for 21 years 1964-1985. He served in WWII in the Navy in the 

South Pacific. He joined the Tulsa Fire Department and served for 

37 years before retiring as Chief in 1985. He was a member of 

The Tulsa Rotary Club serving one year as President. He passed 

away July 1, 2013. Chief Hawkins was honored December 20, 

2018 by a proclamation by the City of Tulsa as well as having a 

new Ladder Truck No. 22 named “The Hawk” dedicated in his 

name. Many retired Tulsa Fire Department firefighters miss him 

still as well as his well-loved family members. Thank you, Chief, 

for the many years you spend with us. We love you still. 

-Marcia Hawkins 

Keep in Your Prayers 

Pat Aliff - friend of Raylene Barclay and others here at the church, is experiencing some health issues.  

Bob Brasel - recently fell and broke his wrist. He is currently doing rehab at PAM Rehabilitation Hospital.  

Rhonda Brown - had a heart ablation this last Monday and doctors are still looking into her condition.  

Linda Harris - still recovering from both COVID and pneumonia and is now on an inhaler.  

Shirley Knight - after being treated for cellulitis in her hands. She is recovering very well but they're also 
looking into the possibility that she may have carpal tunnel in her right hand.  

James Westley - son of Patty Sellers, is 33 years old, autistic, and has debilitating depression and anxiety. 
He had a pretty bad break down recently and suffered from amnesia. Has been taken to a psychiatric 
hospital and needs prayers for his faith, mental and financial stability, healing, and his future. 

Jamie Newton - has been having vertigo & found that she has right vestibular hypofunction, affecting her 
inner ear. Pray that the prescribed physical therapy shows quick and effective results. 

Cheryl Mullican’s father - lost one of his legs in a recent motorcycle accident but is now home recovering. 

Debra - friend of Pattie Gay-Sittler, has been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer and is now in hospice care. 

Dorothy Herndon - fell and broke her collarbone and is recovering at Montereau’s skilled nursing. 

Mackenzie Sullivan - passed away on May 29th. Services were held on June 3rd. 

David Thompson - passed away on May 26th. Services were held on June 1st. 

There will be military service for David at Ft. Gibson’s National Cemetery on July 2nd at 2pm.  

Rudene Walton - passed away on May 12th. Services were held on May 17th. 

Liz Utely - passed away on May 1st. Services were held on May 6th. 

Anna Tarpenning - had hernia surgery in May to repair some mesh that had come loose and has recently 
been diagnosed with sensory neuropathy. Doctors are working with her to figure out her medications. 



From Phillips Seminary Malisa Pierce & MaryAnn Morris 

The official Awards Day celebration luncheon took place on May 11, 2021 online via Zoom. It is always a 

special time in the life of the community when we acknowledge the hard and academic achievements of 

our students. This significant occasion is made possible because of generous and supportive donors like 

you. 

This year Kirstie Engle and Tanya Jeffcoat were the recipient of the First Christian Church Fellowships. 

Kirstie is currently pastoring First UMC in Lincoln, Nebraska. She hopes to continue her career in ministry 

after graduating with her Doctorate of Ministry in Homiletics. She is grateful for the financial assistance 

while attending seminary because it has allowed her to focus on her education and growth as a pastor,  

a leader, and a mother. She believes she has become better equipped to serve the Lincoln, NE area and 

surrounding communities. 

Tanya is a Master of Divinity student, pursuing ordination within the United Church of Christ 

denomination. She currently serves as the pastor of Ebenezer UCC church in Augusta, Missouri and is 

also actively engaged in chaplaincy work at the DePaul Hospital. She has a passion for social justice and 

has become a community advocate for LGBTQ+ rights and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion awareness. 

All of us here at the seminary are deeply grateful for your continued support of and belief in Phillips 

Seminary. We could not Equip pastors and laity to do the work of ministry without you! Please accept 

our gratitude and thanks. Hope to see you in August. 

Episode 8: Rev. Zenobia Mayo  

Talks About Her Family Connection  

to the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre 

Rev. Donna Jackson and Rev. Michael Davison talk with Rev. Zenobia 

Mayo whose great, great uncle, Dr. A.C. Jackson, was arguably the 

most famous African-American surgeon in the early 1900’s. Zenobia 

talks about her great, great uncle and the family stories she knows, Greenwood and Black Wall Street, 

her connections to the Disciples of Christ, Jarvis Christian College, reconciliation, and what she hopes 

people take away from the Commemoration activities. 

One of the biggest takeaways from the discussion in this podcast, is that community is vital. Community 

can and should feel like an extension of family. It is the hope of those in this discussion that churches all 

over our nation will work together and work hard to create communities for everyone that feels like 

family. We can all work toward this goal by simply getting to know one another. It can be as simple as 

having dinner with someone who is different from yourself, just open the door for conversation. 

Please visit https://okdisciples.org/news-events/podcasts/ to listen to this podcast episode.  

https://okdisciples.org/news-events/podcasts/


Gibson Lodge Camp Christian 

Rev. Anna Hubbard, Chair of the Camp Christian Board, led the dedication ceremony of the Jay and May 

Lou Gibson Lodge on May 22nd.  The Gibsons, other donors, and guests toured the lodge before the 

dedication and enjoyed brunch following the dedication ceremony.  The lodge is designed to welcome 

adults, children, and youth alike. 

Jay has worked tirelessly to ensure that the legacy of Camp Christian lives on so that we as an 

organization are able to continue to provide a quality experience for individuals to experience retreat, 

rest and rejuvenation while reconnecting with the Holy.  Without Jay’s work of fundraising, Camp 

Christian would not be the beautiful place it continues to be.   

– Rev. Anna Hubbard, Camp Christian Board President 



Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 

April’s General Fund Income was $16,562 with an additional $18,734 received from our Endowment & 
Wheeling Trusts and $369 from Royalty and Interest Incomes and $463 from CARES Tax Credits.  An  
insurance claim payment of $143,236 was received from Brotherhood Insurance for the final Roof Repair 
bill.  April’s Expenditures totaled $242,228 which went towards $64,547 for General Fund Expenses, 
$2,016 for Outreach to Disciples Mission Fund, Christian Church Foundation and other local outreach, 
$172,656 was for the final roof repair and $5,025 went towards repairs for the February Freeze Claim.   

May’s General Fund Income was $19,954 with an additional $18,734 received from our Endowment & 
Wheeling Trusts, $298 from Royalty and Interest Incomes and $9,515 from the Budget Contingency 
Fund.  May’s Expenditures totaled $48,554 which went towards $42,326 for General Fund Expenses, 
$5,993 for the 1st Quarter Outreach Distribution to local ministries and $215 went towards repairs for 
the February Freeze Claim.   

February Freeze Repairs Update:  This has been a challenging project since there were so many homes 

and businesses that were affected by the storm in February.  Plumbers and HV/AC contractors are trying 

to keep up with the demand so everything is taking longer than expected to repair.  Once we get one 

area repaired and the water turned back on, we find more pipes that were damaged from the storm.  

There’s really no way around this so we will continue to pray that they can get everything repaired soon.  

In the meantime, Jamie and I may be working remotely from time to time since  

the AC in the Business Offices is one of the areas affected.  

Interior Repairs Update:  Talon Commercial Services began the interior repair work in April. Repairs are 

about 75% complete.  Talon is doing a great job and we are looking forward to being able to move back 

into the new and improved Home Builders Room.  Final repairs should be done in June or early July at 

the latest.  

-Deborah Ahearn, Office Manager/Bookkeeper  



Outreach 
Snack Pack Report 
 Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, Snack Packs are handed out at the Chapel’s front doors to 
about 15-30 clients. Our volunteers have been primarily Bill Osteen, Jay & Mary Lou Gibson, and Dick 
Willhour. We owe a debt of gratitude to James Howard, who keeps tabs on the current stock and David 
Rathbun for his continuing efforts in securing supplies each month. If you see these people around 
please give them a big thank you. We continue our “usual” COVID-19 restrictions in serving Snack Packs 
and coffee for our clients. 
 
Tulsa Day Center Report 
 Due to a busy summer for most of the committee members, the committee has voted to send a 
check to cover the Day Center meals in June, July, and August in lieu of making and delivering a meal. 
 
Card Committee 
 New Greeting Card volunteers: Mary & Karen Garner. Please give these ladies a big "Thank You"  
as they so graciously accepted the challenge of keeping up with our congregation's members' birthdays, 
shut-ins, illnesses, hospitalizations, new homes, deaths, or someone who just needs a reminder that  
others care. Please contact Mary, Karen, or Jamie Newton in the office if you know of someone who 
could use a card so it can be arranged. (Legal names, addresses and room numbers are especially helpful, 
as well as hospital and rehab facility names.) 
 
Clothes Pantry 
 Samantha Cox & family will be helping with the organization of clothes donations. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 We need a volunteer to collect any donated clothes from the clothes bin and empty pill bottles 
and deliver them to the Tulsa Day Center once a month. Please reach out to Pattie if you’re able to give 
us a hand! 

-Pattie Gay-Sittler, Outreach Chair 

2021 Outreach 1st Quarter Vote Results 



Would you like to 

lend your voice? 
We are looking for more  

contributors for our monthly  

Vision Newsletter. If you would like to add 

your voice to this newsletter, please send an 

email to office@fcctulsa.org or speak with 

Jamie Newton for more  

information. 

Altar Flower Arrangement from April 25, 2021 

Dr. Kipp Wolfe – Interim Pastor 

Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper 

(918) 582-8235 Ext. 103  Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org 

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant 

(918) 582-8235 Ext. 114  Email: office@fcctulsa.org 

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 

Robin Dowling – Custodian 

Church Staff 

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Building Hours 

Coffee & Donuts (Fellowship Hall)                              9:30 a.m. 

Combined Sunday School (Fellowship Hall)            9:45 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Worship (Sanctuary)                  10:45 a.m. 

Service Schedule 

Virtual VBS 2021: June 15-August 15 

Vacation Bible School has a rich history in the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  In the early years of the 

Oklahoma Region, offering a VBS program was one of the  

first things a new congregation did settling into a 

community. It was equal parts outreach, education, and 

evangelism as a new congregation introduced itself. Since 

those early days, VBS has changed to meet the needs of the 

community, but it continues to represent our best hospitality, 

ecumenism, education, and introduction to the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ).  We pray that your family or 

congregation will be inspired, challenged, and have fun with 

this Virtual VBS as you learn to serve and love like Jesus.   

Please visit https://okdisciples.org/vbs-2021/registration/ to register for VBS. 

mailto:busadmin@fcctulsa.org
mailto:office@fcctulsa.org
https://okdisciples.org/vbs-2021/registration/

