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Pastoral Letter XIII 
Once again, following Paul’s example of the pastoral letters in the New Testament, I have chosen to share the  

following pastoral letter with the beloved at FCC, Tulsa.  Greetings in Christ, 

Could You Use a Good Laugh? 

        Recently a friend asked me the question that I have chosen for the title of this letter.  My friend was surely  

thinking about the events of the past several weeks—the coronavirus pandemic, the senseless death of George Floyd 

and the turmoil in our country as a result of his death—when he asked the question.  My response to his question 

was, “You bet I could.”  He proceeded to tell me a story about something that had happened to him.  When it  

happened I think laughing was the last thing my friend was doing, but later as he had some time to reflect on what 

had happened he was not only able to laugh about it, but also laugh at himself.   

        Some things happen that certainly are no laughing matter. Often, however, especially when we are able to laugh 

at our own foibles, laughter is not only good medicine it can be a gift from God.  How sad that we who claim to be 

followers of the One who said, “I came that my joy might be in you, and that your joy might be full” are often so  

joyless. Do you remember the head of Christ painting by Richard Hook? In that portrait Jesus wasn’t laughing, but he 

was smiling.  Is it hard to imagine that when Jesus was called a drunkard and glutton, and a friend of tax collectors 

and sinners because he associated with the “wrong people” that he at least chuckled once or twice, and maybe even 

occasionally let loose with a good belly laugh? 

        My preaching professor, Fred Craddock, was always included on any list of the ten best preachers of the  

century.  If you were ever blessed to hear one of Fred’s sermons, one thing you would remember was his use of  

humor.  What you might not remember was the self-deprecating nature of his humor.  We could all learn an  

important lesson from Fred.  It is when we are able to laugh at ourselves that we have become secure enough to  

admit that we are human, that we aren’t always the good little girls and boys we claim to be. 

        What follows are words that are not found in the Bible, but if the church ever decides to add a few  

verses hopefully these might be included.   

“God is a comedian playing to an audience that is afraid to laugh.  That laughter is the sign of joy, 

as tears are of grief, is doubted by no one who ever laughed.  They who seek for metaphysical  

causes of laughter are not mirthful, while they who are aware that laughter draws the zygomatic 

muscle backwards toward the ears, are doubtless very learned.”  

—Voltaire 

Could you use a good laugh?  Please, please don’t be afraid, especially if you are laughing at yourself.  

Take care and stay safe,  

Kipp 
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May 

2 - Leslie Hames Jr 
10 - Robert Ingram 

11-  Gillian Rathburn 
11 - Mary Byrne 

13 - Sharon Wright 
16 - Theo Sellers 
25 - Alice Hauger 

Member Birthdays 

May 
1 - Richard & Carol Lawson 
18 - Robert & Alice Hauger 

Wedding Anniversaries 

2 - Jay Gibson 
3 - Patty Sellers 

5 - Amber Blackburn 
7 - Leslie Swanson 

9 - Charles Hargrove 
13 - Paul Pinkosky 

22 - Dorothy Herndon 

Prayers from Quarantine 
Prayers 
Alex Stewart - in April he was hit by a car while driving his motorcycle in downtown Tulsa leaving him in critical  
condition. Please pray he is continuing to heal. 
Monica Eure - Monica had to find a new place to live in June and is still currently seeking a more permanent  
situation. She hopes to move to Utah with a friend or Oregon with her aunt. We pray that she is able to stay in good 
health and that she is able to find a suitable living situation soon.  Please pray for God’s wisdom, discernment & 
courage for her. 
William Caldwell - after being able to live at home on hospice care for a time, William was taken back to the hospital. 
Our prayers go with his sister, Mary Ann Hargrove as she and their family travel to be with him.  
Mike Miller - Prayers go out to Mike while he participates in rehab to heal his eye after falling and injuring it. 
Kevin Tingler, Bethany Omurwa, and Mike Laymon - job loss is prevalent around the country right now and 3 of our 
regular bible study participants have gotten caught up in the loss. We ask for your prayers as they seek new  
employment. 

Condolences 
Bob Rorschach - passed away on March 8th and services for the family are still pending at this time. 
Joyce Marston - former member of FCC passed away on March 16th while in a nursing home in Texas. Services are 
still pending for the family. 
Gena Gwartney - passed away on April 13th and the family was able to have a private graveside service. 
Stephen Goforth - unexpectedly passed away during an incident on May 1st. He brought a light to our Centennial  
services by performing with the Goforth Brass.  
Berneita Semones - tested positive for COVID-19 while living in Franciscan Villa and passed away May 13th. Her 
daughter, Mary Byrne and their family were able to have an online service for the family. 
Jack Houser - tested postitive for COVID-19 while living in Brookdale Assisted Living and passed away May 28th. 
Please keep his sister Mary Lou Gibson and their family in your prayers. 
Dixie Eldridge - passed away on June 1st. The family plans to have services at a later date. Her husband, Ron, is a  
retired Disciples minister. 
Sgt. Paul Andert - passed away on June 6th. A graveside service will take place on June 13th at 10a.m. at Memorial 
Park Cemetery and a Celebration of Life will follow at 11a.m. at Moore Funeral on 51st Street in Tulsa.  

June 
18 - Tim & Deborah Ahearn 

24 - Brian & Kelli Knight 

22 - Sue Ann Duckworth 
24 - Dorman Walton 
29 - Susan Rorschach 

29 - Jim Freeman 
29 - Richard Lawson 

June 
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Keeping lines of communication open during this coronavirus 
time has been a new challenge.  This pandemic has illustrated 
our need to stay current with modern technology so that we 
can communicate from a distance.  Luckily, in the months and 
weeks leading up to the Coronavirus, we prepared for a  
Centennial Celebration.  We made a diligent effort to create 
lines of communications through Facebook and YouTube to 
share our centennial details with members past.  We  
purchased modern recording equipment that was able to  
capture audio from worship services prior to the  
shutdown.  These toils provided the digital foundation that 

would help us communicate during the Coronavirus. Additionally, we were blessed with a new office staff member, 
Jamie Newton, who has utilized her background to present and share the messages with you through mailed letters, 
emailed letters, recorded songs and sermons and daily inspirational emails.  She has been working diligently learning 
software to further enhance our methods of communication and create a brand new webpage for the church. When 
we come back from the coronavirus quarantine, we will continue to utilize and implement these new forms of  
communications, to share the messages with our past members, those who are unable to attend and prospective 
visitors.  Additionally, we will be livestreaming the worship service on Facebook as well as YouTube.   

Communications Rocky Marlow 

Most of us are familiar with the Thanksgiving hymn "We Gather Together." In 
times of joy and celebration we gather together. In times of stress and  
uncertainty we gather together. It's in our DNA.  It's what we do. I vividly  
recall the Sunday immediately following 9/11, probably the most people I've 
ever seen in our sanctuary.  It was standing room only.  The roar we created 
when we all joined in singing the National Anthem was akin to being near a 
rocket launch. People needed the connection. They needed to gather together. 
For some time now we've been unable to gather together. What an irony.  
However, thanks to the incredible technology available today we at First  
Christian are working to maintain a connection. My thanks to Rocky, Deborah, 
Jamie, and Kipp (and probably others) for very quickly creating/enhancing our 
social media presence. My thanks to Jeff, Karlena, and Robert for sharing their 
incredible talents via our YouTube channel and Facebook page. Until the day 
that We Gather Together again I pray that God blesses each one of you in some 
unexpected way. 
Paul Pinkosky 

Music Paul Pinkosky 

FCC Choir member Jenny Goza and her husband Eddy spent 
their Coronavirus Easter Sunday singing and  

recording an original Gospel Song  entitled "Thank You 
Lord". They shared this song on the FCC FaceBook 

page. The Church Office was thankful for their  
contribution and requested more music to send out with 

the daily encouragement emails. Jenny and Eddy have  
provided several gospel songs to the church during this 

coronavirus epidemic.     
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Outreach  Pattie Gay-Sittler 
Just a few notes to let the congregation know about the current status of our Outreach Programs, these last few 
weeks: It takes a number of volunteers to keep each of the FCC Outreach Programs going! So please thank each of 
the people listed, for without their willing and able assistance, these Outreach Programs would cease to be available 
to God’s children in need. First, I’d like to thank both Jamie Newton the Administrative Assistant, Deborah Ahearn 
our Business Administrator and our own Pastor Kipp Wolfe, for running with a suggestion made just before Easter to 
create and publish a Daily Encouragement message for the FCC Family and Community.  This daily message is being 
received by over 200 emails, as well as being mailed to those who request them.  What a lovely way to start each 
day. These encourage each of us who are “Shielding in Place,” to know that we are thought of and being prayed 
for. In these emails you will find lovely photos of Gods beautiful world, thought-provoking Bible verses, YouTube  
videos of Paul and various other musical contributors, as well as Kipp’s letters and sermons all in one place and so 
well organized. Each of us were encouraged to contribute meaningful scriptures and photos from our own  
collections.  Know they are being used, as I’ve seen a couple I have submitted. Please do not forget to thank the guy 
behind the camera; Rocky Marlow, who has shared his clever mind and talents.  You might not know that the Snack 
Packs distribution has not closed, just changed the way they are handed out. We now provide the regular Snack 
Packs only. The distribution table is pushed against the outside doors to accommodate social distancing  
requirements. Bill Osteen, Dick Wilhour, Rocky Marlow, Scott Prescott & Kipp Wolfe are the ones to thank for  
graciously volunteering 3 days a week, 11 to 12. Don’t forget to thank this great group of Volunteer Packers: James 
Howard, Dave Rathbun (who also does the shopping), Kipp Wolfe, Dick Wilhour, Rocky Marlow, Zach Newton, Jerry 
Prescott, Chase Stogner and Mike Laymon. The Day Center Meals have come off without a hitch through this  
pandemic closure. Linda Hess, Sally Johnson, Don and Lorene Carlstorm, and Pattie Gay-Sittler have done the  
shopping, cooking, baking and delivering of: Chicken Pot Pie, a Variety of Cakes, Salad with Honey Mustard Dressing 
and 6 gallons of Sweet Tea.  FCC also provides: plates and cups for 160 servings, as well as 5 gallons of milk for  
breakfast at The Day Center each month.  The Day Center Staff meets us at the curb to receive your Outreach foods 
and they do the serving. Everything is in disposable containers for easy cleanup. Please join your FCC Outreach  
Committee in giving a pat on the back and big thank you to these people who have served in our name.  Many hands 
make any job easier. 
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Pine Street Christian 
A big thank you is in order for the Pine Street     
Christian Church! They have been assembling  
hygiene packages to be distributed along with our 
snack packs.  These items include toothbrushes,  
toothpaste, some snacks, needles & thread, various 
other sanitary items, a bottle of water and most  
importantly fresh socks.  These hygiene packages 
are not distributed daily but are made available 
after rainy days when a dry socks are most needed.   

One of our SnackPack customers gave us this 
piece of art.  He made it with random items 
around downtown Tulsa.  

Gift of Art 

Many of our snackpack friends have been          
requesting books to read.  The majority of those 
asking for books are older men.  They enjoy  
western novels.  Donations of old, used novels 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Snack Pack Request 
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Once again, we apologize for not being able to get a Vision Newsletter out to you in April or May.  We 
are all being challenged in ways we could never have imagined and we take great comfort knowing that 
God is in control of it all!  I love how God always gives us exactly what we need, when we need it!  For  

example, I could not have made it these last couple of months without having Jamie on staff. I’m so 
very grateful to have her with us. 

We were in full swing preparing to convert to our new Shelby Next, Accounting & Membership software 
and working on our training when the Pandemic hit.  Then, just as we were getting adjusted to our new 

work schedules, we went “Live” with the new software, the Hail Storm hit and a week later we had  
flooding inside the building.  The phrase “trying to stay above water” took on a whole new meaning for 

me! 
As challenging and stressful as this has been at times, I’m in awe of how God keeps bringing the most 
amazing people to FCC.  God continues to bless us and this beautiful building.  It is such a pleasure for 

me to work here and to be of service to you!                                                                                                                                                              
FCC Staff, Deborah Ahearn 

March’s General Fund Income was $11,416 and $842 from Royalty and Interest Incomes.  
March’s Expenditures totaled $210,327, $34,411 of these expenditures were for ERB Professional Fees.   

April’s General Fund Income was $17,195 and $211 from Royalty and Interest Incomes.   
April’s Expenditures totaled $38,000. 

May’s General Fund Income was $14,435 and $163 from Royalty and Interest Incomes.   
May’s Expenditures totaled $47,845, $6,745 of the expenditures were for the Roof / Storm Damage 
and a portion of these will be applied to our insurance claim. 

Notes from May: FCC was able to take part in the SBA Paycheck Protection Program which will cover  
2½ months of staff wages.  According to the loan agreement, all of these funds qualify for “loan  
forgiveness”.  This has been a huge relief for us.  We are greatful FCC was included in this  
program.  Please continue to pray for the many small business owners, churches and ministries that 
were not so fortunate and continue to struggle during these times. And for the many people & families 
that have been affected by this Pandemic.  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”  

Jeremiah 29:11    

Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 
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April Showers Bring May Repairs Jamie Newton 

Back in April, we had several major storms blow their way through downtown Tulsa. With those storms 
came the wind, rain and hail that caused significant damage to the roof and tiles which led to water  
damages and leaks to our beloved century old building. Since then, staff and members of FCC have 
worked diligently to prevent further damage and come up with a plan to make repairs. A roofing  
committee consisting of James Howard, Kipp Wolfe, Don Swanson, Clarke Kendall and Deborah Ahearn 
was formed to find an architect who can address these damages and create long term solutions. We are 
blessed to be working once more with architect Wally Wozencraft. Wally has worked on various parts 
of FCC in the past, and was one of the people in charge of  
designing and supervising the construction of our Memorial 
Chapel. There are quite a few repairs to be made. We are  
fortunate to be working with so many outstanding  
contractors during this process. Brotherhood insurance,  
Wozencraft and Associates, Burggraf Restoration, Mullin 
Plumbing, A Best Roofers, Move That Stuff, and Asbestos  
Handlers are among the companies so far that have helped 
us along the way in restoring our beautiful building.  
Decisions about the repairs and other building concerns are 
still underway, and being skillfully handled by our wonderful  
committee. Thanks to everyone involved for numerous trips 
onto the roof, and quickly solving the many problems as 
they arrived.  
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Thank you Thank you Thank you    

Thanks to everyone for continuing their financial support despite our inability to meet on Sunday  
mornings together. We continue to receive checks in the mail, and have been so excited to launch our 
online giving option. Through a highly trusted company we have relied upon for quite some time,  
Shelby Systems, we have been able to take the next step in technology and accessibility for our  
members. The new online portion of Shelby Systems is called “ShelbyNext.” Many churches and  
nonprofits have been using this program for almost a year now with great success. The online giving 
portal is a level 1 certified PCI Compliant Service Provider, which means that they conform to the  
highest set of security standards in the payment card industry. They use the strongest encryption  
technology that’s available today. Through ShelbyNext we are continuing to work on updating our  
databases for membership and financials, as well as updating our website. We hope to launch all of our 
work in the very near future. While we continue to send out sermons through email, the link to our 
online giving portal will be available to make donations. Soon it will also be on our church’s website. 
You can also use your phone to donate by texting the word GIVE to (918)300-4811. The first time you 
text to give you will receive a link to register your number with your credit card. Once your donation 
has processed you will then receive a confirmation text in response.  

Would you like lend 

your voice? 

We are looking for more  
contributors for our monthly  

Vision Newsletter. If you would 
like to add your voice to this 

newsletter, please send an email 
to office@fcctulsa.org or speak 

with Rocky Marlow for more  
information. 

Dr. Kipp Wolfe  - Interim Pastor 

Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper Ext. 103  

Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org         

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant Ext. 114 Email:  office@fcctulsa.org     

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 

Robin Dowling – Custodian 

mailto:busadmin@fcctulsa.org
mailto:office@fcctulsa.org

