
Pastoral Letter XVIII  
 Once again, following Paul’s example of the pastoral letters in the New Testament,  

I have chosen to share the following with the beloved at FCC, Tulsa.   

Greetings in Christ,  

 

The UNITED States  
 After John Hancock signed the Declaration of Independence he reportedly said, “We 

must all hang together.”  It was then that Benjamin Franklin said, “We must, indeed, all hang 

together or, most assuredly, we shall all hang separately.” It seems we would do well to  

remember Franklin’s words during the challenge that is currently facing our country.  From 

wearing masks to deciding how to re-open schools to flying confederate flags, we can’t seem to 

agree on hardly anything.  This is understandable in a country as populous as ours.  We are a 

nation made up of differing races, moral standards and religions.  It has been said that these 

differences are part of the greatness of our nation, but it seems now that these differences only 

amplify our weakness, which is our unwillingness to disagree agreeably.  

 This hostility and anger cause persons who are otherwise rational, intelligent individuals 

to act irrationally and recklessly.  Road rage has evolved (devolved?) into aisle rage, with 

shoppers coming to blows because someone is wearing or not wearing a mask in the grocery 

store.  City council meetings turn into shouting matches that produce more heat than light.  

School board meetings are forced to dismiss when tempers flare.  

 Do you ever wonder if God watches us the same way we watched our children when they 

squabbled over silly differences?  As parents we were able to see how trivial the differences 

were.  Does God surely see us when we act like selfish children, and think, “Come on, guys.  Is 

this the best you can do?”  The answer, of course, is “No, this is not the best we can do.”  

We can do better, and we need to do better.  We need to do better for the sake of our children.  

We need to do better for the sake of our parents and grandparents.  We need to do better for 

God’s sake.  And we need to better for the sake of our country.  

 The words of a hymn offer this reminder and challenge to each of us.  The hymn is a  

reminder that if we choose to be divided instead of united we will, indeed, end up “hanging 

separately.”  The hymn is a challenge for each of us to assume our responsibility to make unity 

a reality not only in our country, but also in our families, communities of faith and commerce, 

and ultimately within ourselves.  “Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.” 

Take care and stay safe,  

Kipp 
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Keep in Your Prayers 
Lori Dowling, Robin Dowling’s daughter, was recently admitted to St. John’s for severe stomach issues. Doctors  
removed a polyp from her stomach and are looking into removing her gallbladder. 
Mike Miller had a bad fall a while back and injured his eye. He has still not regained vision in that eye and is having 
surgery to repair the surrounding bone July 20th. 
Christiana Bishop Jackson, Joan Bell’s granddaughter, had knee surgery on June 24th. The family was also recently 
tested for Covid-19 due to having some symptoms. 
Duska Vogel, Sandra Lewis's daughter, passed away on July 8th. Her family is holding services here at FCC, Thursday, 
July 23rd at 11a.m. 
Dwight Wallace and his family ask for your prayers. 
Anna Tarpenning and her husband, Bill, as they settle into a new home. 
Melvin Johnson passed away on Thursday, July 2nd from Coronavirus. His family was able to hold a service in his 
honor on July 8th. 
Rocky Barnes, Steve Eason, and Ron Watson, the Oklahoma Highway Patrol troopers that were seriously injured 
while escorting fallen Tulsa Police Officer, Sgt. Craig Johnson to OKC.  
Nick Cox and his family as he returns to work. Nick and Samantha are both vulnerable to COVID-19 due to past pneu-
monia complications and severe asthma, respectively. 
Officer Aurash Zarkeshan, one of the officers who was shot on June 29th, is still recovering in the hospital. 
Sergeant Craig Johnson passed away after being shot multiple times on June 29th. 
Virginia Burlingame fell and broke her hip the morning of July 5th and required surgery.  
Bob Howard, brother to James Howard, recently tested positive for COVID-19. Pray that he continues to show only 
mild symptoms as he recovers. 
Robert Westley, son of Patty Sellers, is suffering from depression and lost his job as well as his car after being hit by a 
drunk driver. 
Dr. William “Bill” Caldwell, brother to Mary Ann Hargrove, passed away on June 3rd. The family was able to  
celebrate his life on June 6th in Gallatin, Tennessee. 

July 
20 - John & Carol Grisham 
22 - Clarke & Joyce Kendall 
31 - Kipp & Suzanne Wolfe 

Wedding Anniversaries 
August 

3 - Bill & Lucy Spear 
7 - James & Mary Lynn Howard 

12 - Charlie & Susan McKee 
15 - Charles & Mary Ann Hargrove 

23 - Bill Osteen & Sandra Lewis 
31 - Dorman & Rudene Walton 

5 - Don Swanson 
5 - Mary Carolyn Lengacher 

7 - Charlie McKee 
8 - Kylie Rathbun 
12 - Bill Osteen 

13 - Pattie Gay-Sittler 
13 - Wayne Rumley 

Member Birthdays 

9 - Sue Trimble 
10 - Katie Murphy 
11 - David Dunning 

14 - Ethel Mae Brown 
20 - Lucy Spear 

27 - Barbara Russell 
27 - Anna Tarpenning 

29 - Robert Hauger 
29 - Kim Hauger 

August 

14 - Warren Milliken 
15 - Linda Hess 
16 - Nick Cox 

22 - Don Brooks 
22 - Sandra Freeman 

25 - Vi Kennett 

July 



Internet communications have really come around during the  
coronavirus. A special thanks is in order for all parties involved. We  
continue to use Facebook, YouTube, and email to share information with 
our people. We have livestreamed several worship services on FaceBook 
and continue to work towards improving the quality and avenues for 
streaming. We are also recording the audio from the worship service in or-
der to continue using the sermon and the choral worship song to create a 
small video for our YouTube channel. Over the past few weeks since we’ve 
been back, we’ve been excited to see a few children present during the 
worship service. Jamie is currently working to set up the children’s room by 
the Sanctuary for viewing the worship service’s live stream. We hope that 
once this set up is operational, parents and children will be able to enjoy 
worship with a little extra wiggle room. 

Communications Rocky Marlow 

It is good to be back in worship. 

For many of us, it's the longest stretch we've gone without being in  
worship for some time. 

I very much miss having our full choir helping lead worship.   
Unfortunately, it's almost impossible to ensure social distance in choir. 

To that end, our talented group of staff singers will continue presenting 
musical offerings, and helping lead worship. 

I'm grateful to Karlena, Kristen, Jeff, and Robert for sharing their time 
and talents with us. 

I hope you have a good and peaceful summer, and are able to make it to 
worship this Sunday. 

Paul Pinkosky 

Music Paul Pinkosky 

Mark Willis from NE Georgia wrote: 
My father died in November 2018.  About 4 months ago,  
I was given a box of old letters that he had saved up from 
his high school, WW2, and post-WW2 days.   
As I was going through the box, I came across a wedding 
invitation mailed to him from a friend of his named  
David Neal Morris who was engaged to marry a lady 
named Vera Mae Enock on June 20, 1948. The invitation 
says the wedding was to take place at First Christian 
Church of Tulsa . 
Many thanks to Mark for sharing this with us! 

Wedding Invitation from 1948 



WHO WAS THAT MASKED MAN ???  
Over the objections of his lovely wife, our pictured elder, Charles Hargrove, decided that his  
demonstration of “mask-wearing” needed more panache !!! So if you appear for Sunday worship and 
are greeted by “THE LONE ELDER” , don’t be surprised. Just know that we are taking your safety in 
worship seriously, and if by chance you forget your mask we’ll have a fresh new one waiting for you. 

-Your Worship Team  

Outreach  
We continue our gratefulness towards those who have kept our 
outreach ministries functioning. From Snack Packs to the Day 
Center meal, our church continues to serve those who need it 
most. The most excellent meal is made every 2nd Tuesday by 
Pattie Gay-Sittler, Linda Hess, Sally Johnson, Don and Lorene 
Carlstrom. Once made, these volunteers deliver the meal in  
disposable containers to the staff at the Day Center  to limit  
possible exposure.  Another big day is when a group comes  
together to pack around 700 Snack Packs. The latest group for 
this project included James Howard, Rocky Marlow, Zach  
Newton, Scott Prescott, Melissa Teal, and Phil Ward. We also 
can’t forget Dick Willhour and Bill Osteen, who come every Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday to safely hand out snack packs. We 
look forward to continue serving our community every week. 



Monica Eure Home at Last 
On July 3rd, Monica was able to fly out to California with all 

her belongings to a home with a room of her own. She now 

is with family and friends once again and already sees  

significant improvement of her health. This was possible 

thanks to the generosity of our church and Outreach chair, 

Pattie Gay-Sittler, who helped organize the funds for her 

travel. 

From Monica: 

Thank you all so much, not only for this but for  

welcoming me into your fold.  

You all will always be in my thoughts and prayers.  

I will keep in touch and look forward to  

hopefully watching the weekly  

live streams on Facebook.  

With love and prayers,  

Monica Eure 

Many of our snackpack friends have been  
requesting books to read.  The majority of those 
asking for books are older men.  They enjoy  
western novels.  Donations of old, used novels 
would be greatly appreciated. 

Snack Pack Request 

A Request for Yarn 

Donita Funk, a neighbor to James Howard, is a whiz when it 

comes to knitting. Over a year ago she and a few other  

fellow knitters formed a group with busy hands and  

generous hearts. The knitting group  is  known to give us 

large bags overflowing with homemade goods for our Snack 

Pack friends. Through all of Donita’s  knitting, the time has 

finally come that her stash of yarn has run dry. If anyone 

has yarn  to donate or would like to make a monetary  

donation so Donita and her group can continue their good 

work, please reach out to the church or our Outreach chair,  

Pattie Gay-Sittler.  



June’s General Fund Income was $23,471 and $161 from Royalty and Interest Incomes.  

June’s Expenditures totaled $65,257.  $ 22,550 of these expenditures were for Roof & Storm Damage 

and $8,350 of these Roof Expenditures are included in the Claim.   

The 2nd Quarter General Fund Income was $55,101 and $537 from Royalty and Interest  

Incomes.  The 2nd Qtr Expenditures totaled $157,481.  The Roof expenditures were all from June. 

Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 

Update on the Roof & Building Repairs  July 20, 2020 
 

 Interior Repairs:  The Roof Group and I have had several meetings and walk-thru’s with Wally 
Wozencraft, our Architect and his counter-part, Dan, along with Lance Turley with Talon Commercial 
Services, the General Contractor working on the Interior Repairs and Jeff Smith with A Best Roofing, 
who is working on the Roof Repairs and their sub-contractors.  We have all met with FCC’s Insurance  
Adjuster, Dave Palmer, with Brotherhood and have made great progress toward determining what 
should be included in the Insurance Claim and what extra work will need to be done in addition to the 
claim.  Lance is working on the new quote so we should have that in the next couple of weeks. The Roof 
Group and all involved have agreed that the Roof Repairs will be done first before the Interior, but at 
least we know what will be repaired. That in itself was a very long and tedious process, and I’m happy 
to report that we have finally come to a fair agreement as far as the claim is concerned.   
 Roof Repairs:  Jeff submitted his final quote for the Roof Repairs late last week, and I just  
received the final Claim Report from the adjuster. The Roof Group will be meeting this week so we can 
review and hopefully determine what our next step will be for the repairs.  We already know there is 
extra work that needs to be done in addition to what is included in the claim, so please keep us in your  
prayers that we can make good decisions about how to proceed with this project.  
 Dome Repairs:  A new turn of events also came about in June which pertain to the Skylight over 
the Dome in the Sanctuary.  We have had some minor leaks in the Sanctuary and it looks like we may be 
able to include some of the repairs in the Insurance Claim.  We have a company coming this week to do 
a formal inspection so please keep the Dome in your prayers as well!   

I’ve really enjoyed working with everyone on this project, and appreciate all of you for giving me the  
opportunity to oversee and manage it.  I’ve also learned a great deal and even given a few history  

lessons on the church and its construction, which has been fun to learn.  Who would have thought that I 
would be able to use my construction experience from years past at my “bookkeeping” job!  It just goes 

to show how God can use us in ways we never expected.  
FCC Staff, Deborah Ahearn  



Gibson Lodge at Camp Christian 

Camp Christian has been an integral part of the Christian Church here in Oklahoma. For 
over 50 years this camp has hosted generations of happy campers. As you may know, 

the Howard Lodge at Camp Christian burned down in April 2018. Since the  
unfortunate incident, funds were gathered to replace the beloved lodge.  Since our very 

own Jay and Mary Lou Gibson were such an integral part of that fundraising, it was  
decided that the lodge would be named the Gibson Lodge in their honor. The official 

ground-breaking took place in May 2019, and we can see the finished product today. As 
an 8 year old camper Jay Gibson dedicated his life to Christ and was baptized at Camp 

Christian. His love of camp didn’t stop there. As the years have passed Jay has  
continued his love for the camp. He and Mary Lou have sponsored many children so 

they could also experience the many benefits and life-changing events from camp. They 
have also spent over 20 years as Camp Christian board members. Thank you to Jay and 
Mary Lou for investing in the future of such an impactful organization and generations 

of young Christians.  



Virtual VBS 2020 Virtual VBS 2020 Virtual VBS 2020    
Vacation Bible School has a rich history in the Christian Church Vacation Bible School has a rich history in the Christian Church Vacation Bible School has a rich history in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).(Disciples of Christ).(Disciples of Christ).         In the early years of the Oklahoma In the early years of the Oklahoma In the early years of the Oklahoma    
Region, offering a VBS program was one of the first things a Region, offering a VBS program was one of the first things a Region, offering a VBS program was one of the first things a 
new congregation did settling into a community.new congregation did settling into a community.new congregation did settling into a community.      It was equal It was equal It was equal 
parts outreach, education, and evangelism as a new congrega-parts outreach, education, and evangelism as a new congrega-parts outreach, education, and evangelism as a new congrega-
tion introduced itself.tion introduced itself.tion introduced itself.      Since those early days, VBS has changed Since those early days, VBS has changed Since those early days, VBS has changed 
to meet the needs of the community, but it continues to repre-to meet the needs of the community, but it continues to repre-to meet the needs of the community, but it continues to repre-
sent our best hospitality, ecumenism, education, and introduc-sent our best hospitality, ecumenism, education, and introduc-sent our best hospitality, ecumenism, education, and introduc-
tion to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The Christian tion to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The Christian tion to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma is hosting a free, 4 day, Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma is hosting a free, 4 day, Church (Disciples of Christ) in Oklahoma is hosting a free, 4 day,    
selfselfself---guided online VBS this summer to continue this tradition. guided online VBS this summer to continue this tradition. guided online VBS this summer to continue this tradition. 
The VBS days are designed to be about 2 hours long and The VBS days are designed to be about 2 hours long and The VBS days are designed to be about 2 hours long and    
families will need to register online in order to gain access. If families will need to register online in order to gain access. If families will need to register online in order to gain access. If 
you want to participate in the craft sections, be sure to look you want to participate in the craft sections, be sure to look you want to participate in the craft sections, be sure to look 
ahead to make sure you have the supplies. VBS through this ahead to make sure you have the supplies. VBS through this ahead to make sure you have the supplies. VBS through this 
platform will be available until August 15th. Please email the platform will be available until August 15th. Please email the platform will be available until August 15th. Please email the 
church office, or visit okdisciples.org for more information.church office, or visit okdisciples.org for more information.church office, or visit okdisciples.org for more information. 

Dr. Kipp Wolfe  - Interim Pastor 
Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper Ext. 103  
Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org         

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant Ext. 114 Email:  office@fcctulsa.org     
Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 

Robin Dowling – Custodian 

Would you like lend 

your voice? 
We are looking for more  

contributors for our monthly  
Vision Newsletter. If you would 

like to add your voice to this 
newsletter, please send an email 
to office@fcctulsa.org or speak 

with Rocky Marlow for more  
information. 

A view inside our dome. 
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