
Pastoral Letter XLI 
Once again, following Paul’s example of the pastoral letters in the New Testament,  

I have chosen to share this pastoral letter with the beloved at FCC, Tulsa. Greetings in Christ, 
The Other Side 

The night before he was assassinated Martin Luther King delivered what would be his last sermon, “I’ve Been to the 
Mountaintop.” King said, “Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned 

about that now. I just want to do God’s will, and He’s allowed me to go up the mountain. I’ve looked over and I’ve 
seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you, but I want you to know tonight that we as a people will get to 

the Promised Land.” We, like King, might not be able to look over and see the Promised Land,  

but we are beginning to see the other side of several challenges. 
The Other Side of the Pandemic 

Some of you who are reading this letter have already received your first vaccination against the Covid virus.  
If you haven’t yet received your vaccination, the news is promising that you will be able to do so soon.  
We are beginning to see the “other side” of the pandemic, the side that says we can put this behind us.  

The Other Side of Church 
One thing putting the pandemic behind us includes is being able to worship together in the sanctuary. We will hear 

Paul’s gift of organ music. We will be able to sing praises as part of the body of Christ. Jeff, Karlena, Kristen and Robert 
will inspire us by sharing their singing talents. We will share communion. We will pray together. We will hear Good 

News proclaimed. For a while we will still need to wear masks and follow other safety guidelines, but we will do these 
things together in worship, hopefully by sometime in March. As always, our decision about when we return to  

in-person worship will be guided by the numbers and guidance from the Tulsa County Health Department.  
Looking ahead to that time when we can be together again, we can see the “other side” of church. 

The Other Side of Political and Racial Unrest 
I would love to say we have seen the other side of the political and racial unrest that threatens our nation, but  

honestly this might be more dream than reality. Oh, we see glimpses of these things from time to time, but we are a 
long way from realizing King’s “I have a dream” dream, and maybe even farther away from settling our political  
differences, but each of us can pray and act in such a way that we will be able to put these plagues behind us. 

The Other Side of Winter 
For several weeks in the dead of winter the normal high temperature in Tulsa is forty-seven degrees. That is the  

lowest normal high for winter in Tulsa. Week before last the normal high increased to forty-eight degrees.  
Today’s paper lists the normal high as forty-nine degrees.  

We have seen the other side of winter, and it looks like the warmth of spring. 
The Other Side of Faith 

Whether we call it the Promised Land, the Pearly Gates, the Holy City or simply heaven, our faith tells us there is  
another side. Instead of the warmth of spring, it is the warmth of God’s eternal love.  

I haven’t been to the mountaintop, but through eyes of faith I have seen the other side of life,  
and what I have seen is new life and eternal life. I want you to know that we will get to the other side of life. 

Take care and stay safe, 
Kipp  
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Upcoming Member Birthdays 

6 - Susan Prabhu 
8 - Jim Baird 

8 - Darin Powell 
13 - Malorie Knight 
15 - Joyce Kendall 
19 - John Russell 

20 - Dave Rathbun 
21 - James Howard 
25 - Rocky Marlow 

27 - Warren Rumley 
28 - Nicholas Goltra 
29 - Alexa Grisham 

February 

8 - Kipp Wolfe 
8 - Eddie Goza 

9 - Rudene Walton 
11 - Darlene Blackburn 

12 - Tyler Miller 
12 - Reagan Blackburn 

16 - Susan McKee 
17 - Pete Goltra 

17 - Linda Douglas 
21 - Andrea Rumley 

24 - Sam Miler 
25 - Kelli Knight 

26 - Donna Ackenhausen 

January 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? 
Help us keep our records straight and email office@fcctulsa.org or 
call the church at (918)582-8237 with any corrections. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Pattie Gay-Sittler - as she recovers after testing positive for COVID 

Catherine Vale - recently passed away on January 17th, 2021 

Theo Sellers - for the treatment of his liver disease and his new diagnosis of chronic colitis 

Jamie Newton’s family  - for her grandparents’ battles with dementia 

Kady Cox - and the Cox family as they face some upcoming challenges. 

Rudene Walton - as she recovers from surgery that took place on January 18th, 2021 

Dick Willhour - for his continued recovery after surgery on his hip 

Anna Tarpenning - as she recovers from her second foot surgery 

Joe Wilkinson - recently passed away on December 16th, 2020 

Jeremy Skaggs - for his recovery from a tough battle with COVID 

Pastor Carl Tinnea - as he battles colon cancer 

Mary Lou Gibson - for the recent passing of her sister, Ann Harris 

Ethel Brown - for her transition to assisted living 

Margaret Culley - for her hospital visit in December with breathing issues 

Joan Hauger - praise that she has recovered well from hip surgery 

Bill & Lucy Spear - for their recent move to Bedford, TX 

John Russell - for the recent passing of his sister Joe Ann Yocom 

Please keep all those who have been isolated during the past several months 

and those who tested positive for COVID and continue to recover. 



Outreach Pattie Gay-Sittler 
The Christmas bags were a great success! 
Work for our holiday outreach program began in November when Outreach began gathering supplies for 
our stocking stuffers. The stuffing of these “stockings” took place on December 17th with our wonderful 
volunteers: Mary Garner, Karen Garner, Tink Bough, Sally Johnson, and of course Dwight Wallace and 
Robin Dowling were also there to help get the job done. The bags were stuffed full with: two snack 
packs, snack foods, candy, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, Kleenex, hand wipes, rain ponchos, gloves, 
scarves, and hats. On the last two Wednesdays of December, with the help of Bill Osteen and Dick  
Willhour, FCC gave out 32 stocking stuffer bags. One client thanked me and told me how much of a 
difference our thoughtfulness meant to him and others, year round. Another man said his life would be a 
great deal harder without our help and care. You, dear reader, and your support reinforces our efforts to 
be good stewards of God’s gifts and bounty that has been entrusted to us. Thank you everyone for your 
help, thoughtfulness, and donations! A very special thanks to Donita Funk and friends who donated 
many handmade hats and scarves over the past year.  

Day Center for the Homeless Report 
We made and delivered 80 meals to the Tulsa Day Center on December 10th and January 14th. For  
December’s meal we made baked ham with pineapple and brown sugar, buttered mashed potatoes, 
cranberry holiday salad, cake and sweet tea. For January’s meal we made chili with beans, chips, queso, 
salad with dressing, and sweet tea.  

Snack Pack Report 
Each Monday, Wednesday and Friday Snack Packs are handed out at the Chapel’s front doors to about 
20-30 clients. Our volunteers have been Bill Osteen and Dick Willhour. We owe a debt of gratitude to 
James Howard, who keeps tabs on the current stock and David Rathbun for his continuing efforts in  
securing supplies each month. If you see these people around please give them a big thank you.  
Our operations continue to be altered to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions and maintain social  
distance for the health of our volunteers and those they encounter. All the measures in place enable us 
to continue these important and needed outreach missions of First Christian Church. 

Thank you, First Christian Church Members, for making a difference in the lives of others. It does take a 
village who is willing to reach out and lend a helping hand in God’s world.  

“Those who are generous are blessed, 
for they share their bread with the poor.”  

Proverbs 22:9 



The Sanctuary Organ turns 50 (and The Chapel Organ Turns 60) 
50 years ago the First Christian Church Sanctuary Organ was dedicated “To the Glory of God” during a 
large public concert, featuring a renowned organist of the time. 

A recounting of the event is as follows: 

“The Organ Dedication Concert was on January 17, 1971 and featured Dr. Alec Wyton and Dr. Edward A. 
Flinn.  Dr. Wyton was the organist and Master of Choristers, the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, 
New York City, New York.” Dr. Flinn had served First Christian Church for 22 years as organist. His  
capable and faithful services had established him in the esteem of the congregation.” 

The organ was given to First Christian Church by Leta Chapman, in honor of her friend and attorney, John 
Rogers, a longtime member of First Christian. Mrs Chapman, a member of another downtown Tulsa 
church, was known for her generosity and philanthropy towards endeavors she deemed important. The 
Chapman Music Hall was also a result of Mrs.  
Chapman’s philanthropic efforts. 

The First Christian Sanctuary organ was custom built 
by the Wicks Organ Company of Highland, Illinois 
and installed in 1970. A significant rebuild and  
revoicing of the organ took place in 1985, and was 
the work of Charles McMannis, Kansas City, Mo.   

Pipe organs are measured by “ranks” or sets of 
pipes, each producing a different sound. At 67 ranks, 
it is certainly a large pipe organ. Every sound it  
produces is generated through wind-blown pipes. 
Pipes basically come in two varieties – one is like a 
whistle, and the other is like a bag-pipe (vibrating 
reed). Over the centuries very ingenious people  
developed and perfected what evolved into the  
pipe organs of today. 

Of its 3,735 Pipes, some 25% (around 950 pipes) are 
visible. The other 75% are hidden on two levels,  
either side of the choir loft, and at the rear of the 
Sanctuary. Since a relatively large portion of the  
organ is visible (exposed), it really creates a  
wonderful envelope of sound, with an exciting 
“presence”. The sound is really enhanced by the  
natural acoustics of the Sanctuary.   

First Christian has been a good steward of the  
Sanctuary organ. It’s been well maintained over the 
years and shows little sign of trouble. There are a 
few issues that could be addressed, but if we  
continue to maintain it as we have, it’s got many 
years ahead of it. 



This magnificent instrument continues to intrigue, inspire, and intimidate me. I really admire the  
workmanship of the original build – it’s all worked, virtually trouble-free, for all the time I’ve played it. 
With so many combinations of stops available, I continue to find new and interesting sounds. I’m grateful 
to be given the opportunity to play it. 

Interestingly, this marks the 60th year of the smaller pipe organ in the chapel. It was built by the Reuter 
Organ Company of Lawrence, Kansas, and contains 641 pipes. It was also given to the church by  
someone who wasn’t a member of First Christian. It was a gift of John Mabee. Mr. Mabee also gave the 
Mabee Center to ORU. The story, as it was related to me in 2002 by David Williams, who was FCC’s   
Minister of Music at the time the chapel was built, is that Mr. Mabee was so impressed by the new  
chapel, that he stopped by the church and asked if there was anything he could do to help out.  
60 years on, the pipe organ he gave for the  
Memorial Chapel of First Christian Church still 
works quite well and sounds really nice. 

Obviously, these generous  benefactors must 
have thought very highly of First Christian 
Church, and its mission. The 4,376 pipes that 
were given to us remain where they were last 
placed decades ago – and they continue their 
song. I believe these gifts have been honored, 
and continue to bring comfort to many, many 
people. 

Paul Pinkosky 
Organist/Music Director, First Christian Church 

A picture of the Rogers Memorial Organ being constructed in the factory. 



Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 

November’s General Fund Income was $22,275 with an additional $15,878 received from our Endowment &  
Wheeling Trusts and $174 from Royalty and Interest Incomes and transferred $12,886 from the Budget Contingency 
Fund. November’s Expenditures totaled $69,390.   
 

December’s General Fund Income was $37,630 with an additional $15,878 received from our Endowment &  
Wheeling Trusts and $162 from Royalty and Interest Incomes and transferred $27,000 from the Budget Contingency 
Fund.  December’s Expenditures totaled $52,507.   
 
Our final 2020 Stewardship figures were very encouraging despite the difficult year we’ve all experienced due to the 

Covid-19 Pandemic.  Total pledges and general fund offerings for the year totaled: $278,388 which was about $23,000 

under budget.  We also received $190,858 from trust accounts and estate gifts with additional funds in designated 

and restricted accounts.  The 2020 transfer from the Budget Contingency Fund was $46,705 which leaves a balance of 

$119,259.  These funds were used for additional expenses of $40,204 in legal fees needed to manage the ERB Sale 

and $260,981 for repairs from April’s storm damage. To date, we’ve received reimbursement from the insurance 

claim of $199,587 which has helped offset out of pocket expenses by $61,394.  The federal SBA PPP Loan of $60,800 

that was received in May was a blessing as well.  This loan will be forgiven and was used to cover 2 ½ months of  

payroll, insurance and utility costs.  FCC also received an additional $4,643 for various Covid-19 CARES Tax Credits.  

Covid-19 has wreaked havoc on many industries this year so we are hoping the repairs for the roof and interior should 

be finalized by February 2021 at the latest.  The insurance company will be paying out an additional $20,000 in Janu-

ary to cover the first half of interior expenses and when the project is completed, we should receive  

approximately $150,000 once final receipts have been processed. 

Our 2021 Mission Vision Plan has been mailed out to the membership.  If you did not receive your packet please let 

the church office know.  2021 MVP Faith Promise Commitments were included in the packet.  You may return your 

Faith Promise by mail to the church office or email Deborah directly at busadmin@fcctulsa.org.  As of the end of  

December, we received $60,000 advance pledge payments which gives us a total of $137,500 for our 2021 pledges.  

There is no doubt that for a congregation our size this amount represents faithful, intentional, and sometimes  

sacrificial support. 

To the friends and family of FCC; your loyalty and dedication throughout the year has helped maintain our 

continued Day Center and Snack Pack Ministries, as well as allow much needed funds for our Communications  

Ministry. We are very grateful to Jamie Newton and Rocky Marlow for their unwavering dedication to FCC and its 

members throughout the year. First, all the planning and preparation that was needed for a very successful 100th  

Centennial Anniversary celebration in February. Then they jumped right into doing all they could to keep the  

communication open to as many members as possible during church closure #1 and on to church closure #2. It has 

taken many “behind the scenes” hours and we thank you for all you have done and continue to do for this  

congregation.   

Special thanks to our faithful servants in Worship Ministry, Paul Pinkosky and our very talented worship  

singers; your music has been an inspiration to us all.  Thank you Pattie Gay-Sittler, her crew in the Outreach  

Committee and Bill Osteen and Dick Willhour for continuing to the serve the community during these uncertain times.  

Special thanks to Clarke Kendall for staying on top of the ERB Sale and for all your words of wisdom to assist me with 

the many storm repair issues that have come up since April.  Thank you to James Howard and Jay Gibson for all the 

many things you do and for always being there when we need you!  And thank you to our beloved pastor, Kipp Wolfe, 

for helping us to stay grounded, hopeful and encouraged.  

-Deborah Ahearn 



Making a difference in the future of ministry 

In 2018, FCC had an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of many students pursuing careers 

in ministry. In December 2018 FCC transferred the funds from some of our scholarships to Phillips  

Seminary. Our significant donation was then matched dollar for dollar making seminary possible for 

many students over many years. 

I am in my third year of study at Phillips in the Master of 

Divinity program. It has been made possible by the  

amazingly generous support of donors like you. Without 

the tuition assistance I receive, attending seminary would 

be impossible. Thank you again for your generosity. It has 

been a real blessing for me.  

- Judith L. Rizzo 

It is hard to find words of gratitude sometimes. I want to 

say “thank you,” but sometimes those words just do not 

seem to be enough. My journey at Phillips 

Seminary is in direct correlation to YOUR 

contributions. You are playing a significant 

role in my life not only in the ministry but in 

the evolution of my own personal faith. So, 

thank you. I wish I could shout my  

appreciation from the rooftops, but a  

simple typed “thank you” will have  

to do for now. - Rev. Evan Taylor 

Words cannot fully capture the deep gratitude I 

have for your commitment and generosity to 

Phillips Theological Seminary. Because of  

generous donors like you, I can expand my  

studies and better not only myself but the  

congregations I serve who will reap the fruit of 

your gifts for years to come. I am thrilled to say 

that I have completed my first year in the Doctor 

of Ministry program thanks to gifts like yours.  

Education has always been a  

fundamental foundation of the  

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

Thanks to you I feel I can achieve my 

dream of furthering my education 

and obtaining a doctorate. From the 

bottom of my heart, thank you for 

making education more accessible 

and advanced degrees more  

obtainable. Raising a young family and working 

ministry full time can be a challenge in many 

ways. For many clergy, achieving our goals of a 

quality education feels like a distant dream  

without the financial contributions that make our 

dreams of better serving God obtainable.  

- Daniel U’Ren 

Please accept my thanks for the generosity that 

you show Phillips Seminary through your  

donations to assist students like me further their 

theological education. Thank you for your  

faithfulness to the work of Phillips Seminary and 

the trust you continue to show in the students 

who hear the call of the Lord.  

We cannot thank you enough.  

- Rev. Jason Williams 

I’ve been a student at Phillips Theological Seminary since 

July 2018, and I am in the Social Justice program. I am 

writing to thank you for your generosity towards Phillips 

because it trickles down to me. Thank you again. I am 

looking forward to graduation, deploying my education 

and degree, and being able to donate to the school.  

- Margaret McClam Hicks 

Thank you for your donation to Phillips Theological  

Seminary. Because of your generosity, I am the recipient 

of tuition assistance. In January, I began classes to 

achieve my goal of receiving the Doctor of Ministry  

degree, and in June, I continued my coursework. Thank 

you for making this possible. As I serve God in the local 

community, know that your generosity is undergirding 

everything I do in God’s service. - Miriam Gentle 



Dr. Kipp Wolfe – Interim Pastor 

Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper Ext. 103  

Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org         

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant Ext. 114  

Email: office@fcctulsa.org     

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 

Robin Dowling – Custodian 

Would you like to 

lend your voice? 
We are looking for more  

contributors for our monthly  

Vision Newsletter. If you would like to add 

your voice to this newsletter, please send an 

email to office@fcctulsa.org or speak with 

Jamie Newton for more  

information. 

Taken on December 14th, 2020, a few days after it snowed in Tulsa. 

Status of Purchase and Sale Agreement with ERB  Clark Kendall 

In late November, ERB Development Tulsa, L.L.C. (“ERB”) requested additional time within which to acquire the  

balance of the funds it needs to purchase the Church’s real property.  Not surprisingly, the pandemic has made  

affordable housing more difficult to finance, as has been the case for real estate projects in general. 

Vaden Bales, our attorney, Leslie Kirkpatrick, our commercial realtor, James Howard, Kipp Wolfe and Clarke Kendall 

negotiated a series of extensions that we believe are fair to both parties.   

The following extensions are embodied in the “Sixth Amendment to the Purchase and Sale Agreement”: 

 

 

 

 

 

If ERB fails to request and pay for any extension, it forfeits the right to the remaining extensions.   

ERB’s payments are nonrefundable but reduce the purchase price in the event of a closing. 

Please continue to adhere to the terms of the Confidentiality Agreement with ERB. 

If you have any questions, you are welcome to call James (918-639-5431) or Clarke (918-749-8230). 

Duration of Extension Payment to Church 

To February 4, 2021 $5,000 

From February 5 to March 4, 2021 $5,000 

From March 5 to April 1, 2021 $5,000 

From April 2 to May 6, 2021 $5,000 

From May 7 to June 3, 2021 $10,000 

From June 4 to July 8, 2021 $10,000 
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