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Pastoral Letter XXIV  
Once again, following Paul’s example of the pastoral letters in the New Testament,  

I have chosen to share the following with the beloved at FCC, Tulsa.   

Greetings in Christ, 

913 S. Boulder Ave, Tulsa, OK 74119                           918-582-8237                                fcctulsa.org                                September 23rd, 2020 

Life 
 The flower pictured above symbolizes a central truth of our faith. Even though surrounded by 

“death,” a concrete driveway, against all odds life wins. I make no claim to even begin to understand the 

miracle of germination and propagation, but somehow a plant that had been tenderly watered and fertilized 

managed to spread a seed to a seam in our driveway, where it was neither watered nor fertilized. Still, the 

seed produced a lovely flower.   

 In the midst of this deadly pandemic (at the time I am writing this letter the death toll in our country 

has surpassed 200,000) life rears its beautiful head and says, “Death does not have the last word.” Martin 

Luther said, “God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the flowers and clouds 

and stars.” 

 One of our kind members expressed concern about my well-being during this trying time.  I will  

admit that this trying time has taken a toll on my spirit, but the flower in concrete serves as a reminder and 

inspiration of the tenacity of life. “This is my Father’s world, O let me n’er forget, that though the wrong 

seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.”  

 I suppose from time to time most of us need a reminder that life, not death, has the last word. As  

people of faith we believe life has the last word because God is the Lord of life and death. We are able to 

confront the reality and heartbreak of death knowing that God heals broken hearts by giving new life and 

eternal life. 

 It is my prayer for each of you that you will see the Good News of life not only in the Bible, but in 

every tree and flower and cloud and star. 

Take care and stay safe, 

Kipp  
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1 - Laurita Blackburn 
7 - Jennie Bowers 

11 - John Grisham IV 
16 - Cheryl Mullican 
17 - Nancy Hauger 
21 - Mary Garner 
22 - Olivia Hauger 

27 - Tanner Rumley 

Member Birthdays 

1 - Mary Lynn Howard 
3 - Ruthie Wildman 

10 - Adam Thompson 
15 - Ann Curtis 
18 - Bill Spear 

19 - Barbara Pollard 
22 - Barbara Iverson 
23 - Jean Swanson 

October September 

23 - Annika Ostrem 
23 - Ezri Rathbun 
25 - Carol Lawson 

28 - Hilda Betts 
31 - Kady-lee Cox 

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? 
Help us keep our records straight and email office@fcctulsa.org or call the 

church at (918)582-8237 with any corrections. 

Thank You from Donita 

Donita Funk sends her gratitude to our wonderful members who donated 
money and yarn so she can continue to do what she does best. Our First 
Christian Family has truly blessed Donita so she in turn can bless others. 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Patricia “Pat” Molloy- passed away on September 18th. Her family was able to have a graveside service on the 22nd. 
Susan Prabhu- and her family for the recent loss of her husband. 
Robin Dowling- is working to figure out some recent health issues. 
*Dwight Wallace- our lead custodian with his wife, Tiffany, are seeking custody of their 3 teenage grandsons  
 while also trying to make ends meet financially. The boys will soon be needing coats and warm clothing. 
Sherri Roberson- is enduring health challenges due to Lupus and other serious health issues. As a result Sherri is in  
 extreme isolation, even virtually consulting doctors when possible. 
Ethel Mae Brown- for the loss of her niece who was like a sister, due to COVID-19. 
Sandra Smith- friend to Anna Tarpenning, is going through some health issues due to diabetes. 
Ray & Donita Funk- are recovering well from COVID-19. 
*Cox Family- Nick tested positive for COVID-19, and his family is having financial hardships due to the pandemic. 
Saylor- Robin Dowling’s 1 year old great niece, had open heart surgery in OKC and is doing very well so far. 
Monica Eure- has been awarded social security disability in California. Her aunt and uncle are having severe medical  
 issues, and her housing needs are of concern as she hopes to find an alternate situation nearby. 
Virginia Burlingame- passed away on August 5th. The family was able to have a private graveside service. 
Leslie Kirkpatrick Cornell- our realtor, had a baby on August 6th. 
Sharon Wright- recently spent some time in the hospital and rehab, but is now home and doing much better now. 
Mary Ann Hargrove’s Family- Mary Ann’s cousin recently passed away due to COVID-19 
Anna Tarpenning- and her husband Bill have recently moved and lost most of their belongings. 
Lori Dowling- spent some time in the hospital, but is now home with medicine from the doctors and doing  
 much better. 
Susan Nash- Paul Pinkosky’s sister, passed away recently. The family was able to hold a small wake. 

*If you would like to make a love offering for Dwight Wallace or the Cox family,  
please include their name in the memo line when writing a check. 
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Watch our worship service live on Sunday mornings on Facebook! 

This summer we quietly started to stream our Sunday morning worship service live on Facebook. After 

ironing out many kinks with the help of our viewers we feel that we have a good operation going! Right 

now Facebook is the only source to view our livestream, but we continue to work towards being able to 

stream through multiple platforms, and will announce them when they are available.  

To find our livestream on Facebook through your computer’s browser:  

 Type in http://www.facebook.com/FCCTulsa/ in your browser window.  

 Login to Facebook if you have an account and be sure you’ve “Liked” our page, “First Christian 

Church Tulsa”, using the button shown in the picture above. 

 Scroll down the page until you see the live worship video and click! We try to start the stream before 

10:45am on Sunday morning so you can get it ready to view in time for the service. 

From our Facebook page you will also be able to view previously recorded sermons and the weekly  

Pastoral Letter. This is a great way to connect to FCC members all over the country, old and new.  

If you’re unable to attend service on Sundays we would love for you to join us wherever you are! 

A Note From First Christian Church 

in Bartlesville, Oklahoma: 

Rev. Wolfe and Congregation of First 

Christian Church Tulsa, 

Our prayer group lifted you in prayer 

today asking God to be ever present 

in all you do. You are a blessing to 

those you serve and pray for. May 

you continue to live your love. 

Blessings and peace. 
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Malorie Knight 

Member and daughter of Brian and Kelli Knight 

Tulsa Community College 

Freshman whose main area of study is currently undecided 

“Dear FCC, I am writing to thank you for the generous scholarship. I am 

happy and very appreciative to be a recipient of the scholarship. It will help 

me greatly towards tuition and books.  

Sincerely, Malorie Knight” 

Allison Harris  

Granddaughter to Shirley Knight 

University of Arkansas 

Senior studying Elementary Art Education 

“Dear FCC, Thank you so much for blessing me with such a generous  

scholarship! With your help, I have been able to reach my academic goals and am 

one step closer to accomplishing my dream of becoming an art teacher. Your help 

over the past several years has meant more to me than you will ever know. I am so 

looking forward to finishing school this semester and beginning my student  

teaching in the spring. Thank you again! Love, Allie Harris” 

Gunner Harris 

Grandson to Shirley Knight 

University of Oklahoma 

Senior studying Environmental Design 

“Dear FCC, I just wanted to write & thank you so much for your scholarship again. 

It means so much to my family & me. I am close to the finish! Your church is  

always in my prayers. Praying for a healthy & safe rest of your 2020!  

-Gunner Harris” 

FCC Scholarship Recipients 

Jason Clause 

Grandson to James and Mary Lynn Howard 

Oklahoma State University 

Freshman studying Sports Media 

“Thank you so much for the gift. It’ll help very much with being an out of state 

student. I’m getting settled in at Stillwater and enjoying my time so far.  

Thanks again, Jason Clause” 
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Rodney Hunt 

Grandson to Shirley Knight 

3rd year at South College Tennessee  

School of Pharmacy 

“First Christian Church, Thank you so much for this investment in my 

future. It is truly an honor to be a recipient of this scholarship. As I  

approach graduating from pharmacy school I have the opportunity 

through rotations to see different aspects of my occupation and help  

people in different ways. I chose this profession because I want to make 

an impact on people’s lives by improving their health. Pharmacy also 

gives me the chance to better know my patients than some other  

doctorates would. Your scholarship is helping me achieve my goals and 

improve the lives and health of many people. Thank you all again for 

your love and support throughout my education. 

Rodney Hunt” 

FCC Scholarship Recipients 

“Dear FCC Scholarship Committee & Congregation,  

Both Lockie and I have been members of First Christian Church since we were young enough to attend 

the CDC. To grow up with this congregation supporting both of us has been a privilege and an honor that 

has shaped us to be the young people we are today. Throughout our many years together you have guided 

us along our walk of faith and advised us in our walk through life. Your continued support through the 

means of helping finance our quest for further education has gifted us with the opportunity to both start 

and continue our higher-level education off right! I (Kylie) will be attending Rose-Hulman  

Institute of Technology this fall and studying Biomedical Engineering while Lockie starts her Junior year 

at OSU in her quest of a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree. We both hope to one day get back to you 

with proof of what you are assisting us to accomplish. Thank you for your many contributions,  

Kylie Rathbun and Lockie Rathbun (In opposite order on left of pic )” 

Kylie Rathbun 

 

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 

Sophomore studying Biomedical Engineering 

Gillian “Lockie” Rathbun 

 

Oklahoma State University 

Junior studying Animal Science/Biotechnology 

Members and daughters of Dave and Martie Rathbun 
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July’s General Fund Income was $26,124 and $229 from Royalty and Interest Incomes.  

July’s Expenditures totaled $77,244.  $23,483 of these expenditures were for Roof & Storm Damage  

Legal and Professional Fees, which are not included in the Claim Reimbursement.  

 

August’s General Fund Income was $26,066 and $151 from Royalty and Interest Incomes and 

$199,587 Miscellaneous Income was the first payment from the Insurance Claim.   

August’s Expenditures totaled $241,342.  $199,144 of these expenditures were for Roof & Storm  

Damage Repairs, which are included in the Claim Reimbursement.  

Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 

Update on the Roof & Building Repairs:   

 The Roofing Project has begun! It should take about 6–8 weeks for A-Best Roofing and their 

crews to complete, weather permitting.  We will keep you updated as they progress.   

Please contact Jamie Newton in the office if you have any questions or concerns about the project.  

We are still working on a quote for the Skylight over the Dome repairs.  

So far, we have not had any leaks in the Sanctuary from the last wave of storms, what a blessing.  

Please keep FCC in your prayers during the construction process, including the many contractors and  

laborers that are required to complete a project of this size.  

Tulsa RESET Program Denied:   
 It appears the County of Tulsa Grant Application we submitted for the TC RESET program  

was denied. The program is not available to Religious Institutions, only Non-Profits.  

Unfortunately, they didn’t specify that on their application.  

We are grateful FCC was able to participate in the PPP Loan which qualifies for  

full loan forgiveness according to the terms of the loan.  

FCC Staff, Deborah Ahearn  



7 

Outreach Pattie Gay-Sittler 
Day Center for the Homeless Report 
Thursday, August 13th, 2020- we made and delivered 80 meals to the Tulsa Day Center. Their provided  
80 servings of chicken pot pie, salad with mustard dressing, sweet tea, and cake as well as plates, cups, a 
treat, and 4 gallons of milk. Our volunteers included Sally Johnson, Robin Dowling and Don and Lorene 
Carlstrom.  
Thursday, September 10th, 2020- we made and delivered 80 meals to the Tulsa Day Center. We provided 
80 servings of chicken pot pie, peach jello, chocolate cake and sweet tea as well as plates, cups, a treat, 
and 4 gallons of milk  Our volunteers included Sally Johnson, Robin Dowling, Don and Lorene  
Carlstrom, Heather Murphy and Clint Cook. 
Because of COVID-19 the staff at Tulsa Day Center continue to meet the outreach volunteers at the back 
door to receive the meal and serve it themselves. Last month FCC received a note from the Day Center’s 
volunteer coordinator thanking us for our thoughtful consideration and continual help to Tulsa’s  
homeless population. 

Snack Pack Report 
Snack Packs continue to be served to around 40-50 clients by Bill Osteen and Dick Willhour. On Friday, 
August 8th 800 snacks were packed by numerous members and a few employees from Helmerich and 
Payne. We owe a debt of gratitude to James Howard who keeps tabs on the current stock and David 
Rathbun for his continuing efforts to securing supplies each month. If you see these people around please 
give them a big thank you. Due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we have altered our way of business at 
FCC. We no longer provide coffee and extra water, nor are we asking the recipients to sign-in, to receive 
their lunch packs. We have also closed the lobby by moving tables to the front doors and ask our clients 
to distance themselves from each other. These measures will enable us to continue this important and 
needed outreach mission of First Christian Church. 
Thank you, First Christian Church Members, for making a difference in the lives of others. It does take a 
village who is willing to reach out and lend a helping hand in God’s world.  

“Those who are generous are blessed, 
for they share their bread with the poor.”  

Proverbs 22:9 
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First Christian Church, Tulsa 

Nominations for 2021 Leadership 

First Christian Church, Tulsa is accepting nominations for the openings for the 2021 leadership positions. Please take 

a moment to consider seriously to remain in the leadership position for 2021 that you currently have accepted in 

2020. If you are unable to remain in your position for 2021 please let Jean Swanson know by October 2, 2020. Below 

are the 2020 Leadership Nominations that FCC members accepted in 2020.  James Howard has served in the Ministry 

Council Moderator position for two years and is coming off in 2021. The Moderator position is OPEN so if you know 

someone who has the calling and abilities for this very important position please let Jean know.   

You may also call or text Jean at (918)740-3626 by October 2, 2020. 

Nominating Ministry Team Request: Please prayerfully consider to remain in your position for 2021  
Nominations are now being accepted for 2021 officers, voting members of the Ministry Council as specified below, 
Trustees, Elders, Deacons, Junior Deacons, Elders Emeriti and Deacons Emeriti.   

Officers (one-year term, eligible for two years maximum) 
Moderator – OPEN 
Vice Moderator – Richard Lawson  
Secretary – Jean Swanson 
Treasurer – Jay Gibson 2020 

Ministry Council positions (two-year terms, two terms max)  
Worship - Mary Ann Hargrove 2019  
Administration – OPEN 
Nurture and Healing – Currently Elders  
Resources – Bill Osteen 2019  
Spiritual Growth – OPEN 
Outreach – Pattie Gay-Sittler 2020 
Hospitality – Christy Brooks 2020 
Communications – Rocky Marlow 
Planning and Evaluation – Dorman Walton 2020 

Deacons by Class Year (One-Year term, max 3 consecutive years) 
 Karen Garner   2021  Pattie Gay-Sittler  2020   
 Linda Hess  2021  Dorman Walton    2020   
 Don Swanson  2021  Ray Wright  2021 
 Samantha Cox  2020  Cheryl Mullican  2022   
 Jean Swanson   2022  OPEN 
 Rocky Marlow 2022  OPEN  
Elders by Class Year (One-Year term, max 3 consecutive years) 
 Bill Osteen  2021         
 Sandra Lewis   2021 
 Zenobia Mayo  2020      
 Mary Ann Hargrove 2020    
 Charles Hargrove 2020   
 Joan Hauger   2020 
 Jay Gibson  2020 
 
Junior Deacons 
FCC Trustees (3-Year Term - Total of 7 people serving staggered terms.) 
 Don Swanson, Dick Wilhour, Jay Gibson, Zenobia Mayo, Clarke Kendall, OPEN, OPEN 
Wheeling Trustees- Charles Hargrove, James Howard, Don Swanson     
Elders Emeriti 
Deacons Emeriti 
 
According to the FCC Bylaws, qualifications for Officers and Ministry Council members are that the person should be 

a member of the congregation and have served at least one year as an Elder or Deacon. 
Full descriptions of qualifications and expectations of members serving in these positions are in the First Christian 

Church Constitution and Bylaws, which you may obtain in the church office. 
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It’s time to start thinking about the holidays! As you clean out your closet for fall and winter be sure to 

set aside unwanted items for our holiday clothing drive. We are most in need of men’s gloves, pants, 

shirts, coats (heavy or light), blankets, and any other items a person would use to keep warm outside.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation to this year’s clothing drive and Christmas stockings for 

our Snack Pack clients, please write “Outreach Holiday Drive” on the memo of your check. 

Would you like to 

lend your voice? 
We are looking for more  

contributors for our monthly  

Vision Newsletter. If you would 

like to add your voice to this 

newsletter, please send an email 

to office@fcctulsa.org or speak 

with Rocky Marlow for more  

information. 

Rorschach Gardens - May 2020 

Dr. Kipp Wolfe  - Interim Pastor 

Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper Ext. 103  

Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org         

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant Ext. 114  

Email:  office@fcctulsa.org     

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 

Robin Dowling – Custodian 

mailto:busadmin@fcctulsa.org
mailto:office@fcctulsa.org

