
Pastoral Letter  LI 
Once again, following Paul’s example of the pastoral letters in the New Testament, I have chosen to share this letter with the beloved at FCC, 

Tulsa. Greetings in Christ, 

Somewhere Between Heartbreak and Joy 
This past week there was an unusual confluence of events that might provide some kind of teachable moment for those concerned 

about our efforts to emerge from  two diseases plaguing our nation. The first disease, the Covid-19 pandemic, has claimed over a half million lives 
of our countrymen and women. The second disease, our struggle with the disease of racism, has claimed an even higher number, over six  
hundred  thousand and counting.   

The two diseases are not unrelated. A map of Union and Confederate states mirrors almost exactly the  current political division in our 
country. This division affects our beliefs about issues from mask-wearing and being vaccinated to gun safety legislation and much of the violence 
associated with racism. The death toll from this continuing Civil War is still rising, especially it seems, among people of color.   

The unusual confluence of events included the following: within a few days we learned of the traffic stop last December of an active duty 
Army lieutenant named Caron Nazario, who was pepper-sprayed during this incident, in Windsor, Virginia; the fatal shooting of Daunte Wright  
by a police officer in Brooklyn Center, Minnesota; a school resource officer in Knoxville, Tennessee being shot by a high school student, killed in  
the exchange of gunfire, who had taken a gun to school; three law enforcement officers being shot by a passenger in a car being driven at  
speeds over one hundred miles per hour in Georgia; and the body of Capitol police officer Billy Evans, who was killed on Good Friday, lying in  
honor at the Capitol.  

The heartbreak experienced by the families of these men who were wounded and/or killed knows no bounds of color. Also, the men 
killed and/or wounded by police officers were black, and the police officers who were killed and/or wounded were white. There are at least two 
things in common in these incidents. 

First, nearly everyone involved is afraid. The drivers of the vehicles are afraid of the cops. The cops are afraid of the drivers of the vehicles.  
I would assume that almost all if not all cops have seen the video of the two cops from Tulsa, Craig Johnson, who was shot and killed, and Aurash 
Zarkesan, who was critically wounded by a driver during a routine traffic stop.  It’s understandable that other cops would be afraid every time the 
driver of a vehicle refuses to exit the vehicle or tries to get back inside a vehicle after having left the vehicle. 

It’s also understandable that young men of color would be afraid to exit a vehicle after having seen other men of color who were killed  
by cops during routine traffic stops. As a white male, I would be the first to admit I have no idea what it means to be stopped for “driving and/or 
walking while black.” And I can’t even imagine how frightening it would be to think my grandson, who is also white, might be stopped for driving 
and/or walking simply because of his skin color. 

Second, just a suggestion, in the case of nearly every high-profile example of a black man being killed by a white cop—George Floyd, 
Daunte Wright, Michael Brown and closer to home, Terrence Crutcher, the black man would be alive if he had complied with the cop’s  
instructions. Again, it is understandable why these men would be afraid to comply, but if it means everyone—the cops and the driver who is 
stopped—goes home alive at the end of the day, complying would probably be the wise thing to do. 

If you are reading this letter and thinking to yourself, “Why should I care about what happens during an encounter between a person of 
color and a white cop,” you should care. The unnecessary death of any of us somehow lessens each of us. 

As persons of faith, we take particular interest in this issue. Our faith teaches us that we should let our hearts be broken by the things that 
break the heart of God. Also, however, our faith enables us to live with joy, the joy of the One who said, “I have come that my joy might be in 
you, and that your joy might be full.” And so we find ourselves somewhere between heartbreak and joy, similar to the father of the paralytic 
who said to Jesus, “I believe you can heal my son. Help my unbelief.”   

In the midst of these challenging times, we make a similar cry to Christ, “We believe you can heal our nation. Help our unbelief.”  
Take care and stay safe, 

Kipp 
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Member Birthdays 

1 - Carol Grisham 
2 - Amanda Thompson 
2 - Norman Duckworth 

2 - Martie Rathbun 
6 - Marcia Boyd 
7 - Amy Hauger 

7 - Jamie Newton 
10 - Phena Hackett 
12 - Shirley Knight 

12 - Dakotah Poorboy 
15 - Joan Hauger 

16 - NeTanya Hackett 
17 - Raylene Barclay 

21 - Karen Garner 

April 

1 - Clarke Kendall 
1 - Suzanne Wolfe 

2 - Jenny Goza 
3 - Gretchen Goltra 
4 - Caroline Murphy 

9 - Pat Linton 
11 - Margaret Culley 

11 - Sue Beree 
13 - Lindsay Swanson 
14 - Molly Krumme 

21 - Rick McKee 
23 - Karen Griffin 

March 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Eddie & Jenny Goza- Eddie suffered from a heart attack last week and has been unable to work. With no other source 
of income, the bills are beginning to pile up. Jenny asks specifically for prayers of strength and faith as she worries 
about Eddie's health and their future. (If you would like to make a love offering for the Gozas, please include their 
name in the memo line when writing a check.) 
Rhonda Brown- daughter of Shirley Knight, will have thyroid surgery soon and is facing other health concerns. 
Linda Harris- daughter of Shirley Knight, is having lung issues after having both COVID and pneumonia. 
Billy Evans- Capitol police officer, who passed away after an attack on the Capitol. 
Rudene Walton- and her husband, Dorman, as she continues to have health issues. 
Lee Marlow- continues treatment for cancer and results have been positive so far. 
Larry Helscel- brother of Sally Johnson (longtime Outreach volunteer) passed away in March. 
Linda Hess- had surgery in March. 
Dale Morgan- former FCC member and deacon, passed away in February. 
Charla Freiberg- former FCC member and cousin to Anna Tarpenning, passed away in March. 
Joshua Oakley- family to Jamie Newton and young heart transplant patient, passed away suddenly in March after 
testing positive for COVID and suffering unknown complications. 
Karla Barrow- sister of Celeste Barrow, passed away in March after a long illness. 
Marcia Fretz- former FCC employee and her husband, Jimmy, were diagnosed with COVID in March and Jimmy has 
since passed away. 
Ethel Brown- has transitioned to her new home at Linden at Stonehaven Square.  
Willie Sanders- Robin Dowling’s step-dad, had such significant weight loss the doctors have taken him off of chemo 
for his lung cancer.  

2 - Rev. Leslie Hames 
10 - Robert Ingram 

11 - Mary Byrne 
11 - Lockie Rathbun 
13 - Sharon Wright 
14 - Teresa Milliken 

16 - Brian Knight 
16 - Theo Sellers 

17 - Aryn Cox 
20 - Bill Holmberg 
25 - Alice Hauger 
29 - Devin Isham 

May 

16 - Theo & Patty Sellers 

March 

3 - Warren & Cara Rumley 
5 - Eddie & Jenny Goza 

April 

1 - Richard & Carol Lawson 
2 - Zach & Jamie Newton 

18 - Robert & Alice Hauger 
26 - Jack & Millie Elswick 

May 



Easter Sunday, April 4th, 2021 

It’s likely that Easter Sunday 2021 was the first time for all of us to attend an Easter service where  

everyone was wearing a mask. However this slight inconvenience proved to be a big improvement from 

Easter Sunday 2020 when the pandemic kept us from being together at all on such a cherished day. 

With the attendance around 90, the moment of fellowship and greeting was an extra special part of the  

service where members, new and old, got to meet and greet after so long apart. The tradition of filling 

the stage with Easter lilies continued and we are so grateful to all the donors. The lilies are now being 

enjoyed in many of our members’ homes, including around 20 of our homebound members who have 

not been able to join us in service for some time. It was hard to tell under all the masks, but from  

Jackson Mayo’s blue suit, to Charles Hargrove’s bunny ears (which were later passed along to Aryn Cox), 

to a wonderful sermon and wonderful music, to the gathering of new and old friends, to an abundance 

of beautiful flowers, it was clear there were smiles and laughter from all who were able to attend this  

joyous occasion. Whether you attended in person, online, or in spirit, we are grateful for you! 



Honoring the Life of Wally Wozencraft 

 At the time architect Wally Wozencraft died in  
November of last year, at age 94, he was supervising 
repairs to the roof and interior of the Sanctuary  
Building. The Church benefitted from his expertise on 
many occasions, spanning several decades. For  
example, he oversaw construction of the Chapel, and 
later, the renovation of the Sanctuary.  
 Several members of the Congregation have  
expressed an interest in honoring Wally’s memory. If 
you would like to participate, please send a check  
payable to the Church with the notation “Wozencraft 
Memorial” on the memo line before the end of April.  
A check from the Church representing the amounts  
donated will be sent to the Christopher C. Gibbs College 
of Architecture at the University of Oklahoma, Wally’s 
alma mater, to be used for student scholarships.  
Various members have already donated $850 to the 
fund. If you have questions, please call Clarke Kendall  
at 918-749-8230 or 918-636-5745.  

From Wally’s Obituary 
Wallace Oliver Wozencraft, ‘Wally’, of Mannford, OK was 
born on November 7, 1926 in Ada, Oklahoma to Frank 
and Kathleen Wozencraft. His work here on earth was 
completed November 13, 2020 at the age of 94. He grew 
up in Seminole, Oklahoma and graduated from Seminole 
High School. He enlisted into the Navy as a Radarman, 
3rd Class, in November of 1943 at the age of 17, was  
deployed to the Philippines on LSM 336 to operate  
shipboard radar and was honorably discharged in July  
of 1946. He will forever be known as a member of the 
Greatest Generation. Upon return to the United States, 
he married his childhood sweetheart, Francis Preston.  
He graduated from Oklahoma University with two  
degrees, one in Architecture, the other in Architectural 
Engineering. They moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1950. 
Wally received his Architectural License in 1958, joined 
Black and West Architectural firm in Tulsa where he  
later became an active partner, eventually becoming  
the principle owner of the firm. He tirelessly continued 
to work as an active licensed Architect until October of 
2020 at the age of 93. He was a member of American  
Institute of Architects (AIA) for over 50 years.  



119 Year Old Congregation 

 In 1901 J. W. Marshall moved his family from 

Missouri to Tulsa to take advantage of the 

opportunity to cheaply acquire land to farm. After 

being an active member in the Christian Church in 

Missouri, Marshall was disappointed that there was 

no Christian Church here in Tulsa. On April 5, 1902 

Marshall, with the help of Rev. W. L. Darland, called a 

meeting of several like minded families to his 

farmhouse at 2nd and Denver. This is considered the 

founding date of First Christian Church in Tulsa, 

Oklahoma.  

The Gibson Lodge 

 In June 2020 the Gibson Lodge was completed at 

Camp Christian in Choteau, Oklahoma. Due to the  

pandemic, the dedication ceremony has been delayed.  

 We are now excited to announce that the  

dedication of the Gibson Lodge will take place on  

Saturday, May 22nd  at 10:30 a.m. with lodge tours 

starting 30 minutes before. Be sure to watch your emails 

and bulletins for upcoming details! 

Altar Flowers 

 A big thank you to those who have donated flowers so 

far this year! This tradition means a lot to many here at FCC. 

 If you would like to donate an arrangement in honor 

or memory of someone special this year, please contact  

Jamie in the FCC office at (918)582-8237 or by email 

office@fcctulsa.org 

Thank you! 
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Budget Report Meeting a World of Needs 

The 1st Quarter of 2021 General Fund Income was $46,963 with an additional $56,202 received from our  
Endowment & Wheeling Trusts and $840 from Royalty and Interest Incomes. An insurance claim payment of 
$34,708 was received from Brotherhood Insurance which will be applied to April’s final Roof Repair bill.  
1st Quarter Expenditures totaled $151,450 which was over budget due to freezing temperatures and some  
unexpected building repairs. 

FCC has also received $3,482 in Payroll Tax Credits so far for the 1st Quarter of 2021.  Due to the love &  
generosity of FCC Members and the Ministry Council, the church was able to retain our full staff throughout the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. This qualifies the church to take advantage of the Employee Retention Tax Credits which 
fall under the 2020 & 2021 CARES Act as noted in the Consumer Appropriations Act and the most recent  
American Rescue Plan Act which has recently been extended through December of 2021. The goal is to  
determine the qualified wages available less wages from credits already taken, less wages that are or will be  
applied to the PPP Loan Forgiveness applications. Then file Amended 941 Payroll Tax Returns for 2020 and the 
1st Qtr. of 2021 in order to apply for these tax credits. I look forward to reporting how much of a refund we are 
due. The good news is that our Payroll Service, Paychex, has created spreadsheets and prepared a wealth of  
information to help determine these calculations, which I’m very happy about to say the least!  

February 2021 proved to be another challenging month for our beloved FCC Building and staff was forced to 
stay home to avoid icy driving conditions. Thankfully, Jamie and I are set up for Remote Access so we were able 
to keep things running as normal even during a crisis. Freezing temperatures wreaked havoc in the Chiller and 
Boiler Rooms which caused pipes to freeze and burst. After two straight weeks of freezing temperatures, God 
blessed us with a day of “warmth” and sunshine, if you can call 15 degrees warm that is! We were given a  
reprieve from the weather and Jamie and Zach were able to leave their home and come to Tulsa to run some 
errands. Jamie came to check on things in the offices when they discovered water gushing out of the  
maintenance kitchen entrance and into the East parking lot. They were able to call for help and Donohue came 
to the rescue. We are so grateful to Lee and his crew for being so brave to maneuver up and down a flight of 4 
inch thick ice on frozen steps so they could turn off the water. I can’t imagine what our water bill would have 
been had they not been able to turn off the water when they did! I think we got off easy with a $1,400 water bill 
and the costs to fix the pipes came in around $6,700. What a blessing the pipes burst in the rooms they did  
because there was no damage to the building. Other than the East Entrance Automatic Door not behaving, 
March was uneventful which was a welcome change. 

Roof Repair Update:  I’ve been working diligently with A-Best Roofing for the past few months trying to get the 
“final” roof repairs competed which are scheduled to be completed in April, weather permitting. The final repair 
bill of $189,645 will be paid at that time given my approval of the work. Brotherhood Insurance will overnight 
the final Roof Repair Insurance payment of $143,000 which will help offset the costs. I’m grateful I had the  
opportunity to work with Wally Wozencraft on this project. I learned so much from him which gave me the  
confidence and determination to ensure this project was completed to the fullest.  

Interior Repairs Update:  After much planning and preparation, Talon Commercial Services will begin the  
interior repairs on Monday, April 19th. They’ve estimated 6-8 weeks to complete the work so please keep this 
project and all the workers in your prayers. It has been a challenge getting certain construction materials due to 
the pandemic, which is one reason the roof repairs took as long as they did.  We pray all goes as scheduled and 
that everyone working on this project stays safe in the process. Talon has already planned on working around 
our Sunday services in the sanctuary so there’s a good chance you won’t even know they are here. Just to be 
safe, please let us know if you have any concerns or issues during this project so we can make sure to address 
them immediately. Please notify Dwight, Robin, Jamie or myself. 

-Deborah Ahearn, Office Manager/Bookkeeper  



Outreach 
Snack Pack Report 
 Each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, Snack Packs are handed out at the Chapel’s front doors to 
about 15-30 clients. Our volunteers have been primarily Bill Osteen, Jay & Mary Lou Gibson, and Dick 
Willhour. We owe a debt of gratitude to James Howard, who keeps tabs on the current stock and David 
Rathbun for his continuing efforts in securing supplies each month. 400 Snack Packs were packed on 
April 9th by James Howard, Rocky Marlow, Zach Newton, Micheal Crockett, Jim Baird, Cortez Eckwood, 
Brian Knight, Kelli Knight, Samantha Cox, and Aryn Cox. If you see these people around please give them 
a big thank you. We continue our “usual” COVID-19 restrictions in serving Snack Packs but are grateful 
to announce that we are now serving coffee! Our normal set up is still in place with the table in front of 
the outside doors, but if someone would like a cup of coffee when they come up for a snack pack one of 
our volunteers pours them a cup and is ready to hand them a bag that includes creamer, sugar, napkins, 
and a stirrer if desired. Gloves and masks are available for our volunteers’ use. 

Day Center for the Homeless Report 
 We made and delivered 80 meals to the Tulsa Day Center on April 8th. For April’s meal we made 
chicken pot pie, mixed salad with honey mustard dressing, cake, and sweet tea. Our cooks are Chef 
Clint Cook, Heather Murphy, Sally Johnson, Don & Lorene Carlstrom, Robin Downing, and Pattie Gay-
Sittler. The April meal has been delivered as “usual” but we have received word that the Day Center is 
slowly relaxing the COVID protocols and has invited us to begin serving the meal once more. An  
in-person Outreach Committee meeting will be scheduled to discuss this option as soon as possible.  
 Thank you, First Christian Church Members, for making a difference in the lives of others. It does 
take a village who is willing to reach out and lend a helping hand in God’s world.  

Card Committee 
 Mary and Karen Garner have graciously stepped up to send out greeting cards from our church 
and Outreach Committee. We are in bad need of reaching out to those who are not able to join us, 
those who have lost loved ones, or those have illness. Please give theses ladies a big “thank you” the 
next time you see them and please do notify the FCC office of any changes in your mailing information. 
 I personally thank this team for all the help and caring they are offering to the First Christian 
Church membership. It’s a big job and I believe the right persons are filling this need for us. 

-Pattie Gay-Sittler, Outreach Chair 



Are you ready for class to be back in session?  
If you’re ready to get back to class on Sunday morning at 9:30 and/or  

Wednesday night at 5:30, let the Ministry Council know by contacting Jamie in the office.  

You can call (918)582-8237 or email office@fcctulsa.org to give your input. 

Would you like to 

lend your voice? 
We are looking for more  

contributors for our monthly  

Vision Newsletter. If you would like to add 

your voice to this newsletter, please send an 

email to office@fcctulsa.org or speak with 

Jamie Newton for more  

information. 

Rorschach Gardens on April 9th, 2021 

Dr. Kipp Wolfe – Interim Pastor 

Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper 

(918) 582-8235 Ext. 103  Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org 

Jamie Newton – Administrative Assistant 

(918) 582-8235 Ext. 114  Email: office@fcctulsa.org 

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 

Robin Dowling – Custodian 

Church Staff 

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Building Hours 

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 10:45 a.m. 

(Morning Coffee & Doughnut Fellowship, Sunday School,  

Fellowship Hall Worship Service & Luncheon, and Wednesday 

Night Class are currently on hold due to the pandemic.) 

Service Schedule 

mailto:busadmin@fcctulsa.org
mailto:office@fcctulsa.org

