
                                                  
 
 

A publication of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Tulsa     August 7, 2019 

913 S. Boulder Ave., Tulsa, OK       918.582.8237     fcctulsa.org 

 
 

 
Regions Of the Son:  Equipping and Serving 

 

ROSES Everywhere: 
Empowering Women for God’s Call 

Friday, September 13 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, September 14, 9:15 a.m. – 5:15 p.m. 
 

First Christian’s own Zenobia Mayo is chairing this year’s event and FCC Tulsa will be the host church. 

The conferences special guest will be Rev. Teresa “Teri” Hord Owens, who serves as the General 

Minister and President of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada.  
 

Other speakers are Dr. Bernard Brandon Scott and Rev. Dr. Lisa Davison both from Phillips Theological 

Seminary; and Aliye Shimi, co-founder of the Peace Project.  The closing session will include a 

presentation of the play ‘The Bible Women’s Project’ which explores the women of the Old & New 

Testaments.  Great time.  Great Fellowship.  Great Opportunity.  Registration is $40 which includes lunch 

on Saturday.  See the registration forms in the east entrance foyer. 
 

A ‘thank you’ in advance to our FCC volunteers and staff  

who will be serving in various capacities during the conference. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
 

 

$$  Our Budget – Meeting a World of Needs 
 

July’s General Fund Income was $17,115 with an additional $16,773.42 received from our Endowment 

Trusts.  July’s Expenditures totals were $33,923.60.  It is important to note that July’s General Fund 
income was the single lowest month total for 2019.  Summer is always a challenge for us so we truly 
appreciate your faithful generosity.  Read and think about the following excerpt from Paul’s letter to the 
1st century Corinthians. 
 

2 Corinthians 8:1-12 (NLT)  
Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done through the churches 
in Macedonia.  They are being tested by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with 
abundant joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity.  For I can testify that they gave not only what they 
could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free will.  
 

We have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return to you and encourage you to 
finish this ministry of giving. Since you excel in so many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your 
knowledge, your enthusiasm, and your love from us—I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.  
 

Now you should finish what you started. Let the eagerness you showed in the beginning be matched now by 
your giving. Give in proportion to what you have. Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And 
give according to what you have, not what you don’t have.  
 
Preparations for 2020’s Ministry Vision Plan will start in September.  Next year’s MVP will be reflect 
changes that will occur as FCC moves forward with the ERB partnership.  Some expenditures will be reduced 
or transferred to the new entity – but – other expenditures will begin and/or continue.  Think about the 
Ministry expenses you want to support and let Jay Gibson and FCC’s Ministry Council members know. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 

Per the Purchase and Property Development Agreement with ERB Development of Tulsa/New Orleans, 
FCC is now in a 90 day period of negotiating a multi-year lease for administrative and educational space.  The 
FCC team includes:  James Howard, Moderator, Clarke Kendall, past trustee, Pastor Lynn, Leslie Kirkpatrick 
and Vaden Bales our real estate representative and attorney. A timeline of our project’s details was shared at 
the July 14, Ministry Council meeting. Copies are available upon request.  There are still a lot of conversations 
and decisions ahead.   
 

Of immediate note is the request for feedback regarding any possible changes to the sanctuary.  A 
Consultant has visited FCC and will soon present visualizations of possible changes that would have to be 
ratified by the congregation before a lease is finalized.  Please turn in your comments to James Howard, 
Clarke Kendall, or Pastor Lynn. 
 

Remember – FCC is under a confidentiality agreement and members may not share details or make 
public comments.  If questioned, refer inquires to those mentioned above.  Keep this process in your 
prayers.   
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Congregational News continued 
 

  Berneita Semones’ 94th birthday is on August 13. If you would like to send her a birthday card or  
       note mail them to Berneita Semones, c/o Mary Byrne, 2316 E 13th St., Tulsa, OK  74104 

James & Mary Howard celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary, August 7. 


KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS:  ~ Anna Tarpenning, who fell on choir steps Sunday, August 4.  Several 

 deep muscle bruises but thankfully no broken bones.  ~ The Family of Erica Gehagen.  Erica was 
 one of  the first Child Development Center teachers when it was formed.  Her sudden, 
 unexpected death was August 1.  Her memorial service will be Saturday, August 10, @ 10 a.m. in 

 our sanctuary. Also ~ Theo Sellers who is petitioning SS for a SSI designation. 
 

~ The Senseless Anger and Taking of Lives that we would never have ever imagined a few years ago.  

Pray for the victims’ loved ones. 

 

NEW  MISSION & VISION Statements 

In Matters of Faith 
 

We Hold Absolute That Jesus of Nazareth Is Lord of All Life as Revealed in Scripture  

 

Our Mission is .. 
To Be a Biblically Functioning Community, Growing in Faith and Devotion, Following Jesus as Lord. 

To Minister to the People Jesus Would Minister to, in the Ways He Would Minister to Them,  

both In and Out of the Congregation. 

To Build a Foundation of Believers That Connects People with God, Growing Fully Devoted  

Christ Followers Known as Disciples of Christ. 

All for the Glory of God! 

 

Our Vision is .. 
To Be a Spiritual Gathering Place in Downtown Tulsa That Attracts and Serves ALL People.  

To Be a Church So Compassionate That People Are Drawn from Impossible Situations 

into a Loving, Friendly, Circle of Hope, Where Answers Are Formed and Acceptance Is Given. 
 

Accepted and adopted at the July, 2019’s Ministry Council Meeting.   
Our thanks to Dorman Walton, Joan Hauger, and Patty Gat-Sittler for their work. 

 
Ministry Dates to Remember 

 

August’s Ministry Council Mtg will be held August 11, after worship. 

August’s Day Center for the Homeless meal will be August 8.  Check with Pattie Gay-Sittler,  

       (918) 693-0592 for preparation and service times.  See the Sign Up sheet in the foyer. 

 

 

 



Vision Page 4 

 

Our 2020 Nominating Committee will soon begin prayerfully seeking the Lord’s guidance in filling the 
various positions of elders, trustees, deacons, and officers that begin in January, 2020. 
 

The definition of discernment is “perception in the absence of judgment with a view to obtaining spiritual 
direction and understanding”. 

 

1 Timothy 3:1-13, presents a list of attributes that candidates for Elder and Deacon should possess.  
All candidates for leadership positions within the Lord’s church should have the following character 
traits:   a good listener, servant, faithful follower, respectful of others,  a good Kingdom steward 
regarding their own time and resources , and compassion.  
 

You have the opportunity to prayerfully review our congregation, Identify those who exhibit these 
characteristics, and  offer them as suggestions.  Turn in your suggestions to James Howard or Dorman 
Walton. 
 

Personnel News 
The Search and Call of a new Minister is special.  Your Minister is not a hireling.  A Minister is more than an 

employee.  A Minister has two relational areas, not counting his family relationship.  The first is to God.  A Minister 

serves and continues to serve by God’s grace and call upon his/her life.  The second is to the congregation.  The 

Minister wants the congregation to be blessed and the congregation wants the Minister to be blessed.  It is to be a 

mutual, respectful, loving relationship.  It is a covenant relationship, like a marriage.  We’re all human.  

Forgiveness and grace are the coins of the realm.  But when God guides, you can find nothing better.   
 

Some very exciting news about a successor interim minister who will follow Lynn will be revealed at the 

August Ministry Council Mtg., August 11.  Stay tuned. 
 

Coram Deo  
 

“Christian living IN the presence of, UNDER the authority of, 

and TO the honor and glory of God.” 
 

 

Lynn Taylor – Interim Senior Pastor vlynntaylor@gmail.com 
Paul Pinkosky – Organist, Choir Director 
Deborah Ahearn – Bookkeeper, Office Assistant 
Dwight Wallace – Head of Building Maintenance  
 

Sunday Schedule 
 Fellowship  9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
 Choir Warm Up 10:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship 10:45 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 
 Bible Study Fellowship    6:00 p.m.    {on summer recess} 
 Choir Practice      7:15 p.m.  {on summer recess} 
 

Weekday Hours  9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  {closed Saturdays}  
 



August, 2019 – Newsletter Addendum  
 
A Parting Note from Lynn – 
 
As my time with First Christian Church Tulsa draws to a close, I want to express to you how much  
I have enjoyed our journey together.  In January, 2018, none of us could foresee how the next twenty 
months would unfold.  My goal was to help you {FCC} find a calm and a confidence in your identity.  And 
as every Pastor would say, to help you hear and experience God’s guidance and strength. 
 

What lies ahead for FCC is both intimidating and exciting.  It will be an Adventure of Faith.  While 
the walk with ERB still has significant conversations and decisions remaining, the reality is, it is an 
opportunity that some of us firmly believe God has provided.  As you travel that path keep James 1:19 
firmly embedded in your consciousness.  Always remember FCC is the Lord’s congregation.  He has been, 

is, and will always be your Shepherd. 
 
After a year of part time student ministry, it was 50 years ago, the summer of 1969, that I began full time 
ministry as a servant in the Lord’s Church.  Through thick and thin I’ve had a great ministry partner who 
has loved me and stood beside me unconditionally.  I can’t imagine my life or my ministry without Jan.  
We have been blessed by many saints and God moments along the way.   
 
Over the past 50 years my role as a Pastor has given me the privilege to peek into people’s lives in ways 
not afforded to others.  I’ve been given confessions and confidences.  I’ve delighted to see faith the 
victor in spiritual battles.  I’ve had a ring side seat at weddings, anniversaries, baptisms and dedications.  
I’ve also felt the grief of hospital rooms, gravesides, and lonely living rooms after bitter betrayals.  In 
each of those moments I was but a representative of Him, the One, who always makes the difference.  
To be able to serve in each of those moments has been humbling and an honor. 
 
As I reflect on my time with you, I can assure you I have given you my best conscientiously and 
thoroughly. I’m thankful for the grace that has been extended to me and the faith entrusted in me.  I 
urge you to do all of this and more for your next pastor and his wife.  Embrace them.  Continue to 
embrace each other.  Focus on and practice the “one another’s” of the Scriptures.  
 

Remember my first words to you:  Everyone Matters to God; Grace Happens Here; and   
     Together {with God} All Things Are Possible. 
 

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 (NIV)  
16 May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and by His grace,     
       gave us eternal encouragement and good hope,  
    17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.  
 
2 Corinthians 13:14 (NLT)  
14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  
       be with you all {and with Jan & I as well}.   Amen & Amen. 
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Faith That Defies Reason 
 



Trust in the Lord with all your heart;  

       lean not on your own understanding;  

              in all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  

  – Proverbs 3:5-6 

 

It may often appear to us that God is leading in a direction that doesn’t make any sense at all. But 

God is not a combination of theology and logic. He is God. 

 

A case in point is the crossing of the Jordan River, recorded in Joshua 6-8. To the mortal mind, 

God’s timing was all wrong.  Actually, it was the perfect time. If they had crossed when the river 

was normal, the landing probably would have been opposed. Crossing at harvest time, there was 

plenty of food for the millions of Israelites. And the miracle of crossing a flooded river would 

cause the enemy to tremble at God’s power. 

 

To capture the great walled city of Jericho, God again chose a strange approach that defied human 

reasoning.  Instead of preparing battering rams to knock down the wall or using ladders to scale 

the wall, or digging trenches under the wall, the ark of God was carried by the priests around the 

city once a day for six days. On the seventh day the ark was carried around the city seven times 

while the soldiers marched in silence and the priests blew the trumpets of ram’s horns. When the 

command was given to shout, the walls fell down flat. What a glorious picture of obedience and 

faith! 

 

Maybe the Lord is leading you down a road that seems to make no sense at all . It may be the 

road of forgiving someone who has deeply hurt you. Or it could be the path of persevering in your 

Christian witness in spite of opposition and ridicule. Whatever it is, you can be sure that as you 

walk in faith and obedience, God will enable you to do it. 

 

Prayer:   Lord, I look forward to the day when I will see the whole of life  

through Your eyes. Amen. 

 

From The Navigators Daily Devotional, LeRoy Eims 

 


