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National Pray Together Sunday, July 7 
 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 is a powerful promise written to a corporate body of people. “‘For I know the plans I have 

for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  

Then you will call upon me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. You will seek Me and 

find Me when you seek Me with all your heart.’” 
 

God is saying if all of you would seek Me, you will find the plans I have for you. If we want to see God’s 

blessing in our church, if we want to see Jesus’ transforming power, the dynamic ministry of the Holy Spirit in 

our midst, then we need to pray together.  Churches that pray together begin to see the miraculous power of 

God at work in their midst. It goes beyond what they can and should do into what God wants to do through 

them. 
 

Prayer places us before the Lord God Almighty.  It challenges us to trust the Sovereignty of God and keeps 

our faith from stagnating and drifting into ambivalence.  It heightens our anticipation and  sustains our faith 

in our ‘long walk in the right direction’.   Join us July 7, as we add specific prayers seeking guidance and 

blessing, wisdom and grace, for our congregation, our community, and our country.  
 

“If My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves and pray and seek My face  
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive the ir sin  

and will heal their land.”  2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
 

 

$$  Our Budget – Meeting a World of Needs 
 

June’s General Fund Income was $22,930 with an additional $77,533.08 received from our Endowment 

Trust {1/2 of 2019’s allotment} and $4,672.54 from Designated funds used for budget, royalty and interest 

incomes.  Expenditures totaled $53,164.88.  This included $20,886 in Property Expenses {maintenance 
& repairs, utilities, property insurance} Financials for June and the first half of 2019 will be available at 
the July 14, Ministry Council Meeting. 

 
Ministry Dates to Remember 

 

July’s Ministry Council Mtg will be held July 14, after worship. 

July’s Day Center for the Homeless meal will be July 11.  Check with Pattie Gay-Sittler,  

       (918) 693-0592 for preparation and service times.  See the Sign Up sheet in the foyer. 

June’s Christian Women’s Fellowship, will meet Thursday, July 18, @ 10:30 a.m. in the East 

       Fellowship Hall.  Check with Zenobia Mayo (918.694.1996) for details.  
 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 

Per the Purchase and Property Development Agreement with ERB Development of Tulsa/New Orleans, 
FCC is now in a 90 day period of negotiating a multi-year lease for administrative and educational space.  The 
FCC team includes:  James Howard, Moderator, Clarke Kendall, past trustee, Pastor Lynn, Leslie Kirkpatrick 
and Vaden Bales our real estate representative and attorney. A potential timeline of our project’s details will 
be shared at the July 14, Ministry Council meeting. There are still a lot of conversations and decisions ahead.  

Remember – FCC is under a confidentiality agreement and members may not share details or make 
public comments.  If questioned, refer inquires to those mentioned above.  Keep this process in your 
prayers.   
 

Tulsa Foundation for Architecture's June tour featuring the Cathedral District Churches brought 
over a 150 people inside First Christian’s sanctuary and chapel.  
 
A good number of folks recently enjoyed lunch together as the Double Ring class ventured to the 
Tulsa Historical Museum.  Thanks to Zenobia Mayo and others for leading this. 

 

Updated FCC Mission and Vision Statements will be presented for review and adoption at the July 

Ministry Council meeting.  Our thanks to task force leader Dorman Walton, and his assistants, Patty 

Gay-Sittler and Joan Hauger for their dedicated work. 

 

June 30th’s worship included two exceptional musical treats.  Robert Young’s adaptation of ‘O God Our 

Help in Ages Past’ was remarkable, and Paul Pinkosky’s rendition of our National March ‘Stars and 

Stripes Forever’ was exceptional.  Those who are ambivalent about organ music have not heard Paul play 

our organ.  Thanks to both Robert and Paul.   
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From Pastor Lynn -  
 

A number of years ago I was having lunch with a man who would become a member of the congregation 

I was serving.  He was pleased with what he and his wife had found in the congregation and 

complimented me on what they had been experiencing with us.  Then he amazed me with the question, 

“and what do you do for a living?”  At first I thought he was being humorous but I quickly learned his 

question was sincere.  He assumed that what he witnessed on Sunday was simply ‘a Sunday only’ thing. 

 

There are many caricatures of professions, i.e., Police personnel know where all the donut shops are;  it 

takes four road workers to do the work of one;  bankers’ hours are always short;  preachers only work 

one day a week. 

 

There is the ‘seen’ and the ‘unseen’ to every profession and job.  The old expression – ‘don’t judge a 

person until you have walked a mile {or a day} in their shoes’ has merit.  We can make assumptions that 

have no basis of fact.   

 

I write this for two reasons.  First we need to be cautious with our assumptions.  People deserve the ‘the 

benefit of the doubt’.  Jesus’ ‘golden’ rule was “in everything, do unto others what you would have them 

do to you.”  {Matt. 7:12}  Second FCC will have a new settled minister at some point.  I want you to 

know, at least in part, what goes into a minister’s week of responsibilities.  Consider the following. 

 

 A pastor (minister) spends a lot of time reading.  We read the scriptures and you want us to.  We serve 

you by being a present resource that articulates the vast exhortation and wisdom literature of God.  We 

are a combination of a skilled technician and an exhaustive data bank – because we are afforded the 

time to read and then organize what we’ve read into effective communication.  

 

 A pastor spends time in prayer.  It is a bit overwhelm ing to cover all of one’s responsibilities with 

prayer.  A pastor prays for the congregation and for the needs present in its extended families.  We pray 

for the health of the church body – its leadership, its mission, its vision.  We pray for our community and 

our country.  And we pray for our own families.  The list of needs can be exhaustive, too much for any 

one time frame.  The way I cope with this is to break the list into components and use different days of 

the week to pray specifically for certain issues. 

 

 A Pastor spends time with people.  We’re not always secluded in study and prayer.  We’re in 

conversations and meetings and social events.  The equity of a pastor is gained in the re lationship time 

spent with the people of the congregation.  A lot of that time is scheduled but a shepherd makes time 

whenever one of the flock needs something the shepherd can help with.  That doesn’t always fall within 

the 9-5 time frame. 

 

 A Pastor spends time preparing for professional responsibilities:  the worship service’; the weekly 

sermon;  administrative meetings.  Certain congregational challenges and seasons create ‘more or less’ 

Continued on page 4 
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Lynn’s article continued .. 

of these responsibilities.  Either way there is to be a pastoral integrity with these responsibilities.   

Not just doing enough to get by, simple redundancy, but investing in the quality, the meaning, the 

significance of each item.  That takes time.   

 

Pastors, as all professionals, have strengths and weaknesses.  We have personalities and gifts.  At times 

we get far more credit as an individual for what the team has actually achieved.  At other times we get 

more blame for failures and setbacks when we were just one member of the team.  Usually we are a bit 

uncomfortable with receiving recognition and praise and hopefully gracious when confronted with fault 

finding and blame. 

 

I want to thank you for the privilege of being with you these past eighteen months, of accepting me as a 

person and responding well to my pastorate.  Our time together is now limited but I hope and pray when 

a new settled minister begins as your pastor you will accept and support that pastor as you have me. 

 

Upcoming Sermons will focus on  

  God’s Miraculous Power to meet needs and change lives; 

  A short two part:  This Is Us – a look at Mission and Vision; 

  Wisdom for The Journey Ahead 

 

 
Coram Deo  

 

“Christian living IN the presence of, UNDER the authority of, 

and TO the honor and glory of God.” 
 

 
 
 

Lynn Taylor – Interim Senior Pastor vlynntaylor@gmail.com 
Paul Pinkosky – Organist, Choir Director 
Deborah Ahearn – Bookkeeper, Office Assistant 
Dwight Wallace – Head of Building Maintenance  
 

Sunday Schedule 
 Fellowship  9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
 Choir Warm Up 10:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship 10:45 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 
 Bible Study Fellowship    6:00 p.m.    {on summer recess} 
 Choir Practice      7:15 p.m.  {on summer recess} 
 

Weekday Hours  9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  {closed Saturdays}   

mailto:vlynntaylor@gmail.com

