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Sunday, April 21 
 

It’s not about going to Church.  It’s about coming to Life.  We’re not invited to fill a seat.  We’re invited to 
rethink, discover, and experience Jesus.  While He was here on earth He defined God, demonstrated 

grace, and gave directions for an abundant life.  His signature moment was His Resurrection.  His gospel 
proclaims that God loves us ‘as we are’, but patiently, persistently, and purposefully pursues ‘what we can 

be.’ 
 

Easter is a celebration of Hope.  It is the soul’s Independence Day.  It is a declaration that the past  
can be forgiven and that today and tomorrow can be blessed with meaning and grace. 

Pray for our witness.  Come early.  Greet everyone.  Humbly, honestly, and with affection, draw near  
and worship the Risen Lord! 

 

Maundy Thursday Communion Worship – April 18 

In the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Reflection – Remembrance – Repentance – Rededication    

 

Coram Deo  
 

“Christian living IN the presence of, UNDER the authority of, 

and TO the honor and glory of God.” 
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APRIL SERMONS  –  In His Own Words 
 

In Matthew’s gospel, chapter 16, there is a conversation between Jesus and the apostles.  He asked 
them how the crowds thought of Him.  They replied that many thought Him to be like one of the 
prophets.  It was clear to the public that by His miracles and His teachings Jesus was different, special.   
 

What we have discovered in this sermon series is that Jesus was a Master Teacher.  He described 
Himself in clear but controversial terms.  His statements were a shocking, devastating assault on the 
Jewish theology of His day.  His claims regarding Himself caused the religious leaders to hate Him to 
the point that they wanted Him dead. 
 

In these last few sermons we’ll focus on His words that help us realize the profound significance and 

truth of the Apostle Peter’s statement:  “You are the Christ (The Anointed Messiah), the Son of the 
Living God.”  “You have the words that give eternal life.”   
 

 April 7  I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life – John 14 

 April 14 I AM the GOOD SHEPHERD – John 10    

 April 21 I AM the RESURRECTION and The LIFE – John 11 

 April 28 I AM the ALPHA and OMEGA – Revelation 1  

 

$$  Our Budget – Meeting a World of Needs 

Even with five Sundays of offerings our March General Fund Income was under budget.  The budget called 

for $20,833 in general fund offerings and we received $17,095.  The analysis of our last six months giving 

is interesting.  We ended 2018 with three very strong months.  Part of that was due to some giving the 

entirety of their 2018 pledge during that time.  So far our trend in 2019 has been markedly different.   

FCC is admittedly in a transitional year.  That does not mean each of us as individual stakeholders are in 

transition.  We each have the blessing of financial income. Let us give a faithful, love oriented, expression 

of our income to enable FCC to continue its mission of being a House of Worship, a Community of Christ 

Followers, and a People That Helps the Needy. 
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Important Upcoming Meetings 
Sunday, April 14, Congregational Information Meeting with Erik Beelman and the ERB group 

regarding their proposal for FCC’s property.  This will be after worship in the Fellowship Hall and 

include a light lunch, a video presentation, handouts and a Q & A time. 
 

Sunday, April 28, April’s Ministry Council Meeting after worship in the Fellowship Hall.  A formal 

proposal from the ERB group will be discussed and voted on by the Ministry Council. 
 

Sunday, May 5, a called Congregational Meeting for the purpose of voting on the ERB 

proposal to purchase and develop First Christian Church’s property while granting FCC continued 

proprietary use of the sanctuary each Sunday along with specified areas of the existing property.  

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION  
 

  Boulder Ave Construction.  Boulder Ave renovation continues. It is a bit of a mess on the corner of     

       10th and Boulder and alongside our building.  The work includes replacing water lines, utilities  

       conduit, and sanitary lines.   Once that is accomplished the street will receive new asphalt.  If y ou  

       have been parking on the west side of Boulder, for the next couple of months you will want to  

       park on the north or east side of our facility. We’re hopeful that the Boulder Ave sidewalk and  

       entrances will be more accessible soon. 
 

Keep in Your Prayers:  Jan Kottwitz, Jean Swanson’s sister in OKC, receiving chemotherapy for    

       stage four cancer.  Robin Dowling’s niece, Haylee continues her long recovery from an automobile 

       accident.  She’s had multiple surgeries with more to come.  Theo Sellers continues to wait on  

       Medicaid to authorize additional treatments.  Linda Hess, Mary Lynn Howard, and Mary Garner are  

       Navigating heart related issues. 

April’s Day Center for the Homeless meal will be April 11.  Check with Pattie Gay-Sittler,  

       (918) 693-0592 for preparation and service times.  See the Sign Up sheet in the foyer. 

April’s Christian Women’s Fellowship, will meet Thursday, April 18, @ 10:30 a.m. 

       Check with Zenobia Mayo (918.694.1996) for upcoming details. 

 

YOUR ROLE IN EVANGELISM – Why Didn’t You Say Something? 

Easter, 2019, will be April 21.  It would be difficult to overemphasize the importance of a personal 

invitation when actively engaging in evangelistic outreach with friends and relatives.  From now 

through Easter is a season where it is a proven fact that people are MORE receptive to personal 
invitations from people they know.  Think of your relational web of influence including:  work 
associates, neighbors, extended family members, people you regularly come in contact with.  Your 
invitation may seem like a small step but in reality be a very significant step in another person’s faith 
life.  In gracious, considerate conversations – give the people you know an invitation.    
 

If a personal relationship with Jesus is as eternally important as we say it is .. 

then we don’t want others we know tolook at us and say .. 

Why didn’t you say something?    
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Your Season of LENT 


The Question at this point of Lent is “How are you doing?  Has your daily routine and habits changed 
so that God’s presence and provision has been more evident?”  Or, has nothing changed? Consider the 
following I gathered from a blogger: 
 

   “After reading a recent Op-Ed by Arthur Brooks of the American Enterprise Institute, I wonder if 

     one thing we all might strive to give up this Lent is contempt.  The Oxford English Dictionary  
     defines ‘contempt’ as ‘the feeling that a person or a thing is worthless or beneath consider- 
     ation.’ i.e., ‘to scorn or despise.’  As Brooks wrote, “Strong disagreements are inevitable. Dis- 
     agreement helps us innovate, improve, and find the truth.  The problem isn’t that we disagree, 
     it’s HOW we disagree.  Increasingly, disagreements today are characterized by a ‘noxious brew 
     of anger and disgust’ which is directed not only at bad ideas, but also at the people who put them 
     forward.”   
 

   In our current ‘culture of contempt’ let us Christ followers let go of contempt and as Christ followers 
   let us listen again to the apostle Paul’s words:   “One final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true,  
   and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent  
   and worthy of praise.”  Philippians 4:8 (NLT) 

 
May these weeks leading up to the tragedy of Good Friday and the glory of Resurrection Sunday 

remind us of who God is, how He loves us, and who He has created us to be as His distinct followers.   
May we walk through this season intentionally, removing distractions  

that take our gaze away from God’s glory. 
 

         ‘Coram Deo’   Pastor Lynn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Taylor – Interim Senior Pastor vlynntaylor@gmail.com 
Paul Pinkosky – Organist, Choir Director 
Deborah Ahearn – Bookkeeper, Office Assistant 
Dwight Wallace – Head of Building Maintenance  
 

Sunday Schedule 
 Fellowship  9:00 a.m. 
 Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
 Choir Warm Up 10:15 a.m. 
 Morning Worship 10:45 a.m. 
 

Wednesday 
 Bible Study Fellowship    6:00 p.m. 
 Choir Practice      7:15 p.m.  
 

Weekday Hours  9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  {closed Saturdays}   

Attention Ladies 
The Spring General Meeting of Northeast Oklahoma Disciples Women will be held this Saturday, 

April 6, at 10:00 a.m. at Bethany Christian Church, 6730 S Sheridan Rd, Tulsa. 
Dr. Ellen Blue, author and professor at Phillips Theological Seminary will be speaking. 

mailto:vlynntaylor@gmail.com

