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The Ninth Decade 

 

Although I am just in the eighth decade of my life, I have actually lived in nine decades.  Coming on to 
the scene at the tail end of the 1940s and now entering the 2020s makes nine different decades in 
which I have lived.  I’ll admit I don’t remember much of the 1940s, but I do have memories of each of 
the other decades.  Along with those memories, and in some cases because of those memories, I’ve 
learned a few lessons.  Among those lessons what follows are the most important. 
 First, I’m still trying to learn.  There is probably a tendency for most of us at a certain age to 
believe we’ve pretty much learned it all, but in our wiser moments we realize there is still much more 
we don’t know than we know. 
 Second, one of the things I’ve learned is the essential place of forgiveness in our relationships.  
Our need to forgive is outweighed only by our need to be forgiven.  Whether we call it mistakes, errors 
in judgment or sin, we have all had moments when we have been less than our best, less than God 
created us to be.  God’s antidote to the unkind deeds that poison our relationships is forgiveness. 
 Third, there is an overwhelming need for kindness in our world.  “Be kind, everyone you meet 
is fighting some kind of battle.”  I have shared with you before that your worst day being kind is better 
than your best day being right. 
 Finally, life is a gift.  Because life is a gift we live life to the fullest when gratitude forms the 
direction and purpose of our life.  The mystery of God’s blessing is far more difficult to comprehend 
than any misfortune or suffering we might experience.  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve with 
you this “second time around” in the part of the body of Christ known as First Christian Church, Tulsa.   
 
          God bless, 
     
                                                                           Kipp  
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$$  Our Budget – Meeting a World of Needs 

 
December’s General Fund Income was $47,942 with an additional $16,711 received from our 

Endowment & Wheeling Trusts and $1,821 from Royalty and Interest Incomes. December’s 
Expenditures totaled $48,135.   

Our final 2019 Stewardship figures were very encouraging.  Total pledges and general fund 
offerings for the year totaled: $279,541.  We also received $193,495 from Trust accounts and Estate 
Gifts.  We ended 2019 with $145,273 in our Contingency Fund with additional funds in designated and 
restricted accounts, some of which will help our 2020 expenditures.   

Our 2020 Mission Vision Plan has been mailed out to the membership.  If you did not receive 
your packet please let the church office know.  2020 MVP Faith Promise Commitments were included 
in the packet.  You may return your Faith Promise in any January Sunday offering or mail it to the 
church office.  As of the end of December, we received $66,000 Advance Pledge payments which gives 
us a total of $194,674 for our 2020 Pledges.  There is no doubt that for a congregation our size this 
amount represents faithful, intentional, and sometimes sacrificial support. 

The Double Ring Class continues to pour out their Love, Compassion and Generosity to not only 
our own family but to those in our community. This class has helped with burial costs, medical costs 
and assisted with basic financial necessities as well as helping raise funds to rebuild the Hall at Camp 
Christian.  If you haven’t had a chance to meet with this wonderful group of Disciples, I urge you to sit 
in on one of their Sunday School classes, you will not be disappointed.  

          Deborah Ahearn, Bookkeeper 
Jeremiah 29:11-14  
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.       

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

 

Rocky Marlow – Lee Marlow, his brother, Roger Marlow passed away. 
Anna Tarpenning – Both my husband and myself, health issues & financial 

struggles.  Our homeless brothers and sisters & our 
Veterans. Monica Eure for her health issues. 

Dorman & Rudene Walton – John Barringer & family, (Husband of Denise, 
Dorman’s Sister, passed away Sat. 1-4-2020) 

Zenobia Mayo – Continued prayers for Hattie Humphry, Michael Mayo, 
Odelia Buggs 

 

January Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Kipp Wolfe 1/8   Rudene Walton 1/9      No January Anniversaries                             

Darlene Blackburn 1/11       Reagan Blackburn 1/12                                      

Tyler Miller 1/12            Susan McKee 1/16                                    

Linda Douglas 1/17      Pete Goltra 1/17 

Hunter Blackburn 1/21  Andrea Rumley 1/21    

Sam Miler 1/24   Kelli Knight 1/25 

Donna Ackenhausen 1/26  Tamara Goltra 1/3                                                                                                                              
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Communications Information 
 

Advertisement Rocky Marlow   

ran on Facebook from  

December 27th – January 4th 

It reached Facebook users within a  

5 mile radius of the church. 

And was viewed by 9,780 people. 
 

Ad cost $50 and was funded by Marcia Hawkins.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s continue reaching our community with The Love of JESUS and grow our church family. 
 

…And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women   
                                                                                                                                                                Acts 5:14 

 

Outreach Corner 
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you to all the Santa’s helpers from FCC who graciously provided for our Fellow 

Tulsan’s, who are less fortunate this Christmas. 
13 Santa’s Elf’s came and helped give out 56 “Santa” Socks, filled with candy, goodies and personal care 

items.  Tied with a ribbon and personally signed Christmas Card.  Rev. Kipp enclosed a special Christmas message we 
attached to their cards.   

All were packed in a signature green cloth, reusable grocery bag, into which we tucked a Stocking Cap, 
Gloves, Neck Scarves and two pairs of socks of their choice, along with their 2 Snack Packs (Monday & Christmas 
Day’s). 

Because of your giving, Outreach had 60 of everything and 120+ pairs of socks.  We had some left over, which 
we will keep on hand for a bit later in the season.  
On behalf of the Outreach Committee and myself, your caring and love for others is a true blessing. Thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts.                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                             Pattie Gay-Sittler                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                             Outreach Chair                                                                                                                    
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Upcoming Events 
 

Saturday January 11th from 9:30-1:30 is Downtown Tulsa Cathedral District Church Tours. 

Sunday January 12th – Congregational Meeting following service in West fellowship hall. 

Thursday January 16th - at 10:30 a.m. - Christian Women’s Fellowship meeting on   

Sunday January 26th  Outreach Meeting on following service in West Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday January 19th – Ministry Council Meeting following service in West fellowship hall. 

 

Sunday February 9th  -  100  Year Celebration 

Come celebrate with us.   



 

                       Those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. Psalm 34:10b 

 

 

 

 

                                               

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Kipp Wolfe – Interim Pastor 

Paul Pinkosky – Organist & Music Director 

Deborah Ahearn – Office Manager/Bookkeeper 

Ext. 103  Email: busadmin@fcctulsa.org  
          

                                     Marsia Fretz – Administrative Assistant/Events Coordinator 

Email:  office@fcctulsa.org     

918-582-8237 Ext. 114 
 

Dwight Wallace – Lead Custodian/Maintenance 
Robin Dowling – Custodian 

    

ALL Events, Meetings, Funerals, etc. & Work Order 

Requests should be Scheduled through the 

Business Office.  Complete a Work Order Form 

and put it in the Wooden Box across from 

the East Fellowship Hall in front of the 

round table or Contact Marsia Fretz. 

Thank you! 

FCC Staff 
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