
Update on Ministry to Ukrainian Refugees 
 
We have all been watching the incredible tragedy of the war in Ukraine with broken hearts. A few weeks ago, we 
issued a call to the congregation to give financially, and to pray for those affected, and you have done both!  We 
are grateful to those of you who have taken a copy of our prayer sheet, and those who have told us that you are 
praying for this conflict to end. We are also grateful for your generosity; so far over $20,000 has come in.  
 
We have Decided to Split your Donations to Support Ukrainians Through Two Ministries:  
Canadian Baptist Ministries: CBM, our national mission agency, has connections to churches in Ukraine, as well 
as surrounding countries that are providing support to missionaries. Please take a moment to read about how 
churches in this region are responding and watch the video update from CBM staff member Adrian Gardner.  
 
West End Baptist Church in Halifax: Our sister CBAC church has a connection with Katowice Baptist Church in 
Poland. Katowice Baptist has a long history of caring for the people of its community and working closely with 
other churches in their region. Together, they are responding with practical help as more than 100,000 refugees 
have flooded into their city.  
 
We have received the following updates from Rev. Dr. Jerzy Rogaczewski (Pastor of Katowice Baptist). Please 
take time to read them and let them motivate you to continue in prayer.  
 
March 28th Update from Rev. Dr. Rogaczewski 
Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ!   
 
Thank you for praying and caring for refugees from Ukraine through the Baptist Church in Katowice, Poland. Your 
help is very important and necessary. 
 
Last week, a significant financial aid for refugees from Ukraine was transferred to our account in Katowice. I 
would like to express my sincere words of gratitude to your Church and all donors for this blessed help for people 
fleeing the war. 
 
You must know that we are doing a lot here to help refugees. For example, in our church, we collect large amounts 
of bandages, iodine, painkillers, tourniquets, and other medical supplies in cardboard boxes. Then we organize 
transport to the Polish-Ukrainian border. Later, the relevant Ukrainian services transferred this aid to their army. 
 
Meanwhile, over 2 million refugees came to Poland within three weeks. There are over 100,000 of them in 
Katowice (a city of 300,000 people). We help those who come to us through the Baptist families that are in our 
church. We need to help them find their place in the "new world", prepare temporary accommodation in houses 
and flats, organize financial support for the poorest, help them organize their legal stay in Poland, and provide 
them with the means to survive. Mainly women with children come to Poland. The men stayed in Ukraine to fight 
the aggressor. My role as a pastor is to connect various organizations, churches and people involved in this help. 
 
As you know, Russian troops are bombing Ukrainian cities on the border with Poland. Thousands of people are 
dying. Aggression is approaching my country. I am asking you to pray for Ukraine, Poland and also the Baltic 
states threatened by military aggression. May Christ reward your church for being close to us in this mighty 
challenge.   Rev. Dr. Jerzy Rogaczewski 
 
 
March 30th Update from Rev. Dr. Rogaczewski 
Just now, 2.4 million refugees from Ukraine have reached Poland within a few weeks. This is an unimaginable 
political, social, and economic challenge for my country. Initial spontaneous and emotional help from Poles to 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/68/6846db8b-221c-4acf-aa39-8f65a66ad31f/documents/Pray_for_Ukraine.pdf
https://www.cbmin.org/ukraine-crisis/


Ukrainians requires new impulses, encouragement and prayer. I am asking for further prayers and further help. 
The problem does not end there, the catastrophe is coming. Bombing on the border with Poland is a threat, people 
in Poland are afraid. Our hearts bleed when we see Ukrainian children fleeing the bombings. They are now very 
scared, distrustful when they hear noise, they run away and hide. The image of the war will remain in their hearts 
forever. Many pastors, guardians and creating decent conditions to start a "new life" are now needed. In all of 
this, we are looking for ways to glorify God. The fact that He touches your hearts to help us as we serve people 
fleeing war is God's finger for us in this catastrophic situation. May Christ reward you and your Church for your 
efforts for refugees.  In the service of God and people,    Jurek (Jerzy) 
 
 
Interview with Rev. Dr. Rogaczewski 
Here is a link a short interview with Rev. Dr. Rogaczewski created by West End Baptist Church 
 
 
Photo from Rev. Dr. Rogaczewski of People Being Helped 
Below are photos, with descriptions, of a few people being helped. Each refugee has a unique and painful story. 
The Baptist Church in Katowice has helped over 2,000 people within a few weeks. They are mainly women with 
children. We learn to help. We are imperfect at this, but we try very hard. 
 

A few-year-old Ukrainian boy Borysko lost his parents during the war in Kharkiv. He 
miraculously survived the bombing. Another Ukrainian family who miraculously escaped from 
the Russian fire took him to Poland. They fled the war for a week, by bus and train. They moved 
through the so-called corridors of life, territories where the aggressor did not gain a military 
advantage. Borysko is in Katowice. We help him financially; we are looking for a foster family 
for him. I am asking for prayers for Borysko. 

 
 

Two Ukrainian mothers, Galyna and Olena from Kijev, with their 
children, who were fleeing the war. Galyna's  husband was killed by a 
bomb, Olena's husband stayed in Ukraine to fight in the Ukrainian army. 
Through Ukrainian Baptist congregations, we try to help her get in 
contact with her husband and obtain some information about him. 
Soldiers on the front lines do not have this option. Women don't know 
anyone in Poland and Europe. They don't know what to do next. They 
will probably stay in Katowice. We help them with accommodation, 

they sleep in the house of one of my friends. We help them financially, by buying food, and we try to place their 
children in a Polish school. First, a school is organized for them, where they learn Polish. May God help these two 
mothers begin a "new life" in the new world. 
 
Nikolai is a refugee from Mariupol, a city that was razed to the ground in 90 percent. He is Russian. His wife and    

children were killed in a bombarded car. He doesn't know anything about the rest 
of his family. Maybe his family was forcibly taken to Russia, or died under the rubble. 
He lost everything he had, his house, car and belongings. When the aggressors 
entered Mariupol, there were attempts to get him into the war against Ukraine, as 
was done with other Russians living in the eastern / southern part of Ukraine. Nikolai 
did not let the Russians recruit him, he fled to Poland. He traveled in very harsh 

conditions for a week of time. He does not know Polish, we organize comprehensive financial and medical 
assistance and a place of residence for him. She will learn Polish, we pray for his psyche. Nikolai is heartbroken, 
he doesn't want to hear about God. The war separated Nikolai from God. We are facing a great challenge of love 
and concern for this poor man. There are hundreds of thousands of such people in Poland. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hCcOOmwrLzonfHNJIjBjvmc-qcPjnwF2/view?usp=drivesdk

