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Our Vision 

We believe that where God is active, He is bringing people back to Life.  It is our passion as a congregation to 
devote ourselves to serving the people of Saint John and beyond in hopes that they will experience the life only 
Christ can bring. To overflow like a river which brings life to everything it touches. This life is only found in Christ. 
Christ’s forgiveness. Obeying Christ’s way. Living in Christ’s power. Experiencing, day after day, Christ’s grace. 
And so, we have set ourselves apart for His service.  

Our vision is expressed in our 3C’s: Celebrating, Connecting and Contributing. 

• Celebrating: we serve people by creating opportunities for them to worship, be re-centered, and by
teaching the scriptures in a way that is accessible to people. Working to be a welcoming community, so
that when someone attends RiverCross for the first time, it feels like they have found their spiritual
home.

• Connecting: we serve people by creating places to be connected so they can unpack and wrestle with
God’s will in a caring community.  It has never been more important to keep finding ways for people to
belong to our church family.

• Contributing: we serve people by calling them to use their gifts, abilities and resources so that God’s will 
be done.  We do this together, many people, in many ways, using their gifts create life-giving ministry
environments. It also means that each one of us who call Christ our Lord, must seek to live out our faith
where we live work and play. We believe that the church cannot get bigger without the community
around it getting better.

Pastor Rob 

A Growing Church Family – we are so grateful that we had 17 new members join the RiverCross family in 2022. 

Active Membership reported as of December 31, 2022 
Active – Resident 581 
Active – Non-Resident    32 
Inactive  162 
Total Membership 775
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7 New Members by Baptism 10 New Members by Transfer Church Family who Passed Away 

Vanessa McGaw 
Haley McGaw 
Natalie Baxter 
Totilope Jubreel 
David Shi 
Wendy Xiong 
John Shi 
 

Maria Tofowmo 
Nancy Eagles 
Marjorie Hastings 
Gayle Hawkins 
Andrew Dykeman 
Daphne Dykeman 
Rose Wright 
Mark Wright 
Paul Dunnett 
Lisa Dunnett 
 

Connie Gibson 
Francis Leo “Mickey” Verner 
*Arnold Brooks 
John Porter 
Ron Wilkins 
*Bruce Dunwoody 
John Long 
Doug Wear 
Eleanor Pridham 
Hazel Cooper 
*Baby Beatriz Psalmyrrha Geguir 
*Helen Muriel Agnew 
*Elizabeth (Betty) Wharton 
*Gordon William Baxter 
*Barbara Joan Pitt 
*Cathy Lagos 
Betty Ann Addison 
*Janice Annette Robertson 
*Shirley Bird 
*Mary Louise Smith-Scott 
*Mansfield L. Watson 
*Eleanor Anne Medford 
Joanne Lewis 
*Emily Arbeau 
 
*non-member 

Visitation  

Ministry                     Linda Nickerson 
During 2022 we have still been struggling with COVID-19 and have not felt comfortable with in-house visits to 
most of the six people we have on our list.   However, they have been contacted by telephone on a monthly 
basis.   We are hoping to change to home visits in 2023.  With the help of Pastor Joe, we plan to add more people 
to our visitation list.  The volunteers will be happy to once again become more involved with the program. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Nickerson, Visitation Coordinator  
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Now, these are all the organized ways in which people are connecting, but there are SO MANY different examples 
of people who are walking along side others throughout the year.  When this happens, I believe God is truly 
honoured and His Kingdom expands. 

Then we have people who have a heart for those who are going through a hard time, and they open their home, 
provide financial support, or simply friendship during difficult seasons.  There is nothing more beautiful than 
watching the church be the church to each other. 

Contributing Through Hospitality 

Sunday Morning  

Hospitality                            Jan Cameron 

Another year has passed, and I am so thankful to all my wonderful volunteers who each week make our 
Hospitality Ministry such a glowing example of what Jesus would have us all do each and every day of our lives.  

I hear glowing reports each week about the warmth and care that our volunteers show the people who come 
through our doors and are made to feel at home here at RiverCross.  

It fills my heart with joy to stand and listen on Sunday mornings to the noise in the foyer, to listen to the children 
shriek with laughter as they chase one another and have so much fun, when a few short months ago there was 
no noise.  

God is good. And he has been faithful and with us every step of the way. We have seen our numbers grow with 
the arrival of new people almost every week and he continues to teach me that bad weather is of no 
consequence to him. I will think to myself that we won’t have many people today because it’s such a nasty day 
and every time he surprises me.  

From March of 2022 until Jan 2023, we had 366 new people come through our doors. Just think of it, God gave 
us an opportunity to speak into 366 lives in just 10 months.  

We think about the apostles and how they were supposed to go forth and spread the gospel, well God sends 
the people right to our doorstep. We don’t have to go anywhere. All we have to do is show up and share his 
word through love and hospitality. 

We had our first New to RiverCross on May 29/2022 and were thrilled to have 56 people there. It was a great 
time of fellowship and folks were very receptive and willing to share. 

It was wonderful to be able to meet in person again, but we followed all the safety protocols and made some 
lasting connections with folks.  

Our second New to RiverCross was held on Oct 2/2022 and we had 60 people attend this time. We once again 
served lunch following all the protocols and the noise in the room was very loud which is a great indication that 
people are talking and making connections.  

We as always, share about our Visions, our Beliefs, our History, our Ministry Programs and offer an opportunity 
for a question period.  

We also hosted an Equipping for Ministry on Nov 6/2022 which was a great day. We always discuss our rules 
and regulations but this time we took time to interview Wesley and Tatiana Ponce. They have been with us for 
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5 years, originally coming from Brazil and I wanted our volunteers to hear firsthand what their experience was 
like as a family coming to RiverCross.  

Needless to say, it was a wonderful opportunity for our volunteers, and they were very touched and happy to 
have the time to ask Wesley and Tatiana questions and talk with them.  

Wesley and Tatiana have been a blessing to RiverCross, and it was wonderful of them to share their hearts with 
us.    

I would once again like to take this opportunity to say thank you to my volunteers. You make this job that I love 
so easy and such a pleasure and I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

I would also like to say thank you to the pastors and staff. We have a wonderful team, and it makes such a 
difference when you work with people that you not only respect and love but you can have fun with them as 
well.                 

In His service, 

Jan Cameron,, Hospitality Coordinator 

Missions  

Committee               Romilla William    

The Missions Committee strives to engage and inform our RiverCross community about missions globally and 
we continue to support our mission partners. Through our faithful giving over the last year RiverCross has 
supported: 

• Canadian Baptists of Atlantic Canada (CBAC), 

• Crandall University,  

• Acadia Divinity College,  

• Hospital Chaplaincy,  

• Camp Tulakadik,  

• Partners in Mission (The Soucy’s). With Jeff Carter exiting CBM and Baptist World Alliance taking over 
Horizon missions, we have completed a 2-year ramp down of our support to him this year. 

• Outflow: As Safe Harbour closed its doors in 2022, we have now started supporting Outflow in its place. 

We started the year 2022 with the Collective Cup Experience. Byron, Kathleen and Bruno shared about the 
complexities of the coffee industry and explored the difference between fair trade and justice. We also heard 
stories of how coffee production supports CBM’s projects. In the summer of 2022, CBM held the Active in 
Mission event. Though we did not organize a special event at RiverCross Church for it, we were able to donate 
$1365 towards the cause. These funds were raised at the International Sunday event held in March 2021.  

Towards the later part of the year, we organized a mission-oriented workshop “Six Ways to Get Involved in 
Missions” It ran for 6 weeks during the 11 am service. The workshop was well participated. A couple of 
testimonies arising from the participants speak of how they have been inspired to be more active in Missions by 
supporting the team, encouraging and praying. 
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Finally, we initiated the preparations for the Short-Term Mission Trip taking place in 2023. The Christmas 
Offering was dedicated to the trip. Thanks to the generous hearts of the members of the Church, we were able 
to collect more than $10,000 to support this trip. We also had an information session in January 2023 for those 
who prayerfully considered being a part of the team. 

We are grateful to God for your contribution towards his work worldwide and request that you will continue to 
uphold the mission work in your prayers. 

Thank you, 

Romilla William, Chair 

Harambee 

WMS                                Linda Naves 

The Harambee ladies were grateful to meet in person on a month-by-month basis in 2022. This faithful, mission-
minded, prayer warrior group of 17 ladies met eight times during the year. Whether able to meet in person or 
not, these ladies kept connected through phone calls, cards, and encouragement among the members. 

Our officers were appointed for 2022: President, Karen Wilson; Vice-President, Judy Johnson; Treasurer, Joan 
Gallop; Secretary, Linda Naves. Hasell Kerr was appointed to manage the Miscellaneous Fund. Our heartfelt 
thanks to Betty Crawford who managed this fund for many years. 

Each year the ladies follow the ABW Reads initiative which includes selected books from the Old & New 
Testament, along with books for spiritual enrichment, mission and current issues. As well, the Tidings magazine 
is a monthly periodical with missions’ articles and monthly prayer requests to keep the ladies up to date. 
Globally, prayer requests for the Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer by continent were made available to 
each lady so they could pray for these requests throughout the year. 

In May a few of the ladies attended a city wide presentation by Darrell & Laura Lee Bustin, CBM Field Staff in 
Rwanda hosted by Forest Hills Baptist Church. Some of our ladies also attended the CBM Zoom presentation 
with Byron Valasquez and Bruno & Kathleen Soucy on the complexities of the coffee industry distinguishing 
between fair trade and justice. A video tour of a coffee farm that CBM’s partner, Collective Cup, operates in El 
Salvador was included. 

Other programs included the Great Canadian Bible Study; Community Outreach and Camp Tulakadik – Pastor 
John; El Salvador – The Soucy’s; Youth Ministry overview – Pastor Sandi; Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer 
and Moms on a Mission – Marg Totten, a Mom & her 2 children came and shared about their ministry. 

Donations were sent throughout the year to Atlantic Baptist Women, Bright Lights campaign (Camp Tulakadik) 
and Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer. 
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Financial Statement of Harambee WMS/ABW January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022 provided by our treasurer, 
Joan Gallop. 

Regular Offering  $ 1,911.00 

Miscellaneous Fund  500.00 

Baptist Women’s’ World Day of Prayer  138.00 

UBWMU Memorials                             30.00 

TOTAL  $ 2,579.00 

Our ladies were pleased to continue their support of the Moms on a Mission group in prayer and with gifts at 
Christmas. The gifts of towels for bathroom and kitchen were presented to 18 ladies at their Christmas party. 
Easter and Christmas cards were sent to our Partners-in-Mission and our honorary members. 

In this new season where we can hold in-person meetings, we would welcome new members at any time. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Naves, Secretary 

Social 

Committee             Doris Vienneau 

To the members and friends of RiverCross Church. 

During 2022 We: 

Provided refreshments for a few Funerals. 

Made and served Cinnamon Buns for Easter Sunday.   

Served Cake and Punch for Graduation Sunday.   

Served Desserts at the Business meeting November 28. 

Made sandwiches & served Cake and Punch for Joe & Kathy’s 20-year of service reception. 

Served Cake at Bob’s 30+ years of service gathering. 

Served Punch and Cake for Steve’s retirement celebration and a thank you for the many years of dedication to 
our church. 

 Thank you to each committee member and extra volunteers for stepping up to assist when called upon! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Doris Vienneau, Coordinator 
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Transportation 

Committee             Neal Davidson 

The transportation committee makes the church bus available to all who require it for Church on Sunday, as well 
the RiverCross Mission on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s. In 2022 the bus brought an average of 55 passengers on 
Sundays, and an average of 33 passengers to the mission through the weeks. 

The bus is also used by Moms on a Mission and the youth group and Chinese community.  We have two new 
drivers Mark Wright and Bob Dai along with Shaun Dunne. We express our thanks and appreciation to Shaun 
who has faithfully driven and looked after the maintenance for several years. 

The committee consists of: 

Drivers:  Shaun Dunne, Mark Wright , Bob Dai 

Callers: Neal and Trena Davidson and Rose Wright 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Neal Davidson, Coordinator 
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Board      

of Deacons           Keagan Marcus/Linda Naves  

RiverCross Deacons saw 2022 as a year when our church vision was meaningfully manifested through the 
activities we carried out during the year. Our vision is encapsulated into three C’s - connection, celebration, and 
contribution. As we carry out these three ministries together, we believe God will use it to bless our city.   

Emerging from the pandemic, we saw a noticeable change in the demographic of our church congregation with 
a large percentage of attendees “new” to RiverCross (10% – 15%). A return to in-person services created 
opportunities for our congregation, who had been virtual for almost two years, to resume using their gifts to 
serve each other and our community. There was also an increase in the request to sponsor new families to come 
to Canada, independent of the unexpected invasion of Ukraine by Russia, an event we think will impact requests 
in the future. These events helped to draw out RiverCross’ core beliefs captured in our vision even as we worked 
with a pastoral staff and congregation that was fatigued and a bit uncertain after a long Covid pandemic. 

Connection    

Our Deacons worked to re-establish “community” in our church family in 2022. Together with the pastoral staff, 
we planned events including our ladies’ breakfast, family worship services, and summer cafés, all with the aim 
of creating opportunities for our church family to get together to fellowship and reconnect again.    

We worked closely with different boards across the church organization to ensure that our annual events, like 
our Easter celebration service and Fall Kickoff service, had Deacons involved to welcome newcomers and those 
returning after a long while. Deacons attended our “New to RiverCross’ events to support our staff and provide 
an additional resource for people with questions about our church community. 

Celebration 

Over the last year, our Deacons had the opportunity to work with our pastors to provide life-giving worship 
services each Sunday using their gifts and callings.  We also had the opportunity to plan and celebrate with the 
congregation the anniversary of our music pastor, Joe Page, who celebrated his 20th year in ministry at 
RiverCross. 

In addition, we also recognized Rob Parent on his 35th anniversary of service to our church. Both milestones, 
together with our Pastor appreciation, provided an opportunity for our Deacons and our church congregation 
to express our gratitude to our pastors for their dedication and commitment to our church family.   

Contribution 

Over the last year, we’ve seen our congregation give faithfully to supporting the churches in Ukraine because of 
the war. We’ve also seen continued help for our sponsored refugee families who arrived in Canada during the 
year.  

Our Deacons were unexpectedly faced with an outcry of requests for increased sponsorship and funding to help 
more refugee families. The requests provided an opportunity for the deacons to initiate the development of a 
framework for selecting and sponsoring families as they anticipate a continued high volume of applications 
moving forward. The Deacons continue to consider opportunities to contribute to our community in the future. 
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The last year has been one of revival and reconnection as we work with our staff to re-establish worship and 
ministry for our church family. We stand on the cusp of a new season in our church ministry and the Deacons 
are working closely with our staff to help determine how our church will continue to foster a community of 
people who love God and reflect His image with a heart for our community and evangelism. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Keagan Marcus, Co-Chair 

Linda Naves, Co-Chair 

Community  

Outreach                         Margaret Totten  

If members of RiverCross Hope Mission were to tell you what the Mission and its ministries mean to them, they 
might tell you it's not just a place to gather, or belong, or a place to feel safe, but “home.” This was a year of 
forging ahead in faith for Community Outreach, and thankfully, there were very few times COVID caused the 
Mission to cease activities. What stands out to me as Chair of Community Outreach is the gradual growth in 
numbers of local community members accessing our ministries, Mission meals, and fellowship. Numbers both 
at the Mission, and at “Mom's on a Mission” ministry have gradually increased. I would also say the number of 
volunteers from RiverCross Church who have become involved or re-involved in Community Outreach activities 
has also grown and we are so thankful for this support. After a trying several years, I can't help but think of 
Galatians 6:9 which says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap the harvest 
if we do not give up.”  

Hope Mission- as reported by Margaret Totten 

The Mission team began in late spring to be available for coffee for citizens utilizing 
the North End Food Bank. This gradually grew to offering a cold breakfast, and coffee 
and tea on Tuesdays in July. Since the fall, however, the Mission kitchen team has 
been providing fellowship and a full hot breakfast on Tuesdays not only to our 
traditional Mission community but also to North End Food Bank visitors. We then also 
have provided a luncheon on Thursdays.  The Tuesday addition to Outreach work has 
resulted in many more citizens being exposed to the Hope Mission and hopefully, 
experiencing God's love. We believe we are increasingly feeding the body, heart and 
the spirit of our neighborhood. We have seen first-hand how a simple meal together, 
and nurturing of soul through worship, teaching, and prayer can promote a sense of 
connectedness, belonging and refreshment in a difficult time. Gathering together 
matters! We could not have returned to offering this weekly sustenance to our neighborhood friends at Hope 
Mission, however, without Tanya Cormier and the kitchen team, including Dave Rickard, who spent most weeks 
washing dishes faithfully and barbecuing at our outings. Our Hope Mission team is such a good example of 1 
Peter 4:10, which states that “as each has received a gift, use it to serve another, as good stewards of Gods 
varied grace.” 

And the Mission is just one part of Community Outreach efforts. Whether it's “Pastor in the Parking Lot”, 
summer outings, sending children to Camp, events such as “Celebration Sunday” services, BBQS or Halloween 
“Trunk or Treat”, or  special Christmas ministries and meals, members tell us that these activities provide a 
much-needed loving and supportive community. Members of another important Community Outreach ministry, 
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“Moms on a Mission”, describe what being part of their group means to them in this way: They say, “It's a place 
to form and strengthen friendships, a place to rest, a place to be encouraged, a place to feel safe and to learn.” 
And they would say it's “family.” Another very important member of our team stated that Community Outreach 
ministries have been “a lifeline” for her. 

Here is a more detailed description of the Community Outreach activities described above: 

Moms on a Mission – as reported by Debbie Hughes 

Moms on a Mission in 2022 provided support to a group of 18-25 women. The year started with not being able 
to meet due to Covid yet again. Marlee had her baby in January and in February we delivered a rose to each 
mom for Valentine’s Day. We were able to meet at the church in April where the moms put together Easter bags 
and cards for the Mission. We met in May and made a craft and just took the time to catch up. In June we made 
jam and had many of the moms help with the Celebration Sunday BBQ. The summer saw four moms send their 
kids to camp and in Aug we had a BBQ and beach day at my house with the moms and children. September we 
were back to making plans for the New Year. We asked Nikki Hogan, one of the mom’s moms, if she would help 
us and teach the moms how to budget and cook. She has been a great inspiration to many of the moms and has 
a lot of great advice. We had to cancel our October meeting and in November we saw two new leaders join with 
Margaret and I- Sue Clark and Jody Adair. It’s great to have extra ears and hands on deck to keep the 
conversation going in the group. December saw some of the moms helping with the Christmas dinner at the 
Mission. We were able to meet for a Christmas party, where some of the moms’ made treats to share. We had 
gifts from the Harambee WMS women along with a small gift bag from us and gift cards from Christmas 
Outreach. We were also able to provide small stockings with candy for all the moms’ children and stuffed bears 
for the three children who attended from Santa Claus.  

We have kept a strong presence on FB and follow all the moms and their struggles, offering support where we 
can and words of encouragement when we cannot do anything else. We still have a strong meeting group of 18-
20 moms each meeting and probably another potential 10 on the Facebook page. Many of the moms are now 
working so cannot always attend the meetings depending on their shifts, others do their best to get the morning 
off so they can attend. This is a fun group of moms who love one another and have really grown over the years. 
They love to help with community projects and are a very caring group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration Sunday Service and Community BBQ – as reported by Margaret Totten 

RiverCross Church again hosted a large community Barbecue at RiverCross Mission (211 Main St.) as part of our 
church's annual “Celebration Sunday” on June 12, 2022. “Celebration Sunday” is the day our Church highlights 
Community Outreach efforts in the Old North End and Crescent Valley. “Celebration Sunday” included two 
church services at RiverCross Church on Forbes Drive dedicated to sharing about Community Outreach 
ministries. These services were followed by a North End Barbecue with children’s activities at noon put on by 
approximately 40 volunteers. We again thank members of RiverCross, and our partners, the One Change and 
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the North End Food Bank for helping to register people and serve the dinners this year. As in past years, we 
again drew over 450 North End citizens to this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Outreach BBQS and Summer Outings – As reported by Dave Rickard 

In the year of 2022, Community Outreach put on four large scale BBQs.  Celebration Sunday was in June. We 
had a Sunny Sunday with a turnout of between 450 and 500 people. This was a mix of people from the Church 
and the community around the Mission. In June the BBQ was also invited to Centennial School for an end of 
school year celebration. 

The fall was also busy! We helped with the RiverCross Fall Kick-off by handling a hot dog BBQ for all church 
members. We then had the annual "Chuck" BBQ in October partnership with Chuck's store and the Mission. We 
estimate that 150 to 200 people attended. The BBQs are a good time where we can interact with the 
Community. 

Summer Outings are another way Community Outreach facilitated opportunities for new experiences and 
companionship amongst our North End and Crescent Valley neighbours this summer. Trips to Dominion Park 
Beach and to New River Beach were a great success.  

Trunk or Treat – As reported by Pastor John Knight 

Trunk or Treat, an annual fun way to connect with the North End community and to offer a safe Halloween, took 
place in the parking lot of RiverCross Mission again on October 31st, 2022. A group of 20 or so dedicated 
volunteers provided treats and hot chocolate to 200 children and a similar number of parents and guardians. 
We want to thank all church members who donated candy, chocolates, and chips for this worthy event! 
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Christmas Outreach Ministries – as reported by Val Curtis 

Christmas Outreach Ministries is a vital part of the mission of RiverCross Church. This past year was no exception, 
and we sincerely appreciate your tremendous support through faithful prayer, generous financial giving and 
tireless dedication from our many committed volunteers.  You certainly displayed God’s love and compassion as 
we served the needs in our community during a very difficult season. 

Through these efforts, 577 families received assistance with groceries while 716 children from 320 families 
received $100 gift cards from Walmart through our partnership with Christmas Exchange and the Empty 
Stocking Fund.   In addition, over 160 individuals and families connected to our various ministries received gifts 
of support while 71 others from 5 countries were assisted through our partnership with YMCA’s Newcomer 
Connections. 

This is truly a ministry of faith and as we navigate through decisions and last-minute changes, God is always 
there and always provides. Thanks again for your partnership in this awesome ministry! 

RiverCross Mission Christmas Community Dinners- as reported by Margaret Totten 

Community Outreach hosted two RiverCross Mission Christmas Community Dinners on December 1st, 2022, for 
our North End and Crescent Valley neighbours. Approximately forty volunteers took on roles of servers, captains, 
punch servers, water and bread-basket fillers to make these Dinners a success!  We especially thank our 
Community Partners from the North End Food Bank, ONE Change and Crescent Valley Resource Centre for 
helping with Dinner registration and for coming out to serve that day. We estimate we served 120 people, along 
with providing fellowship over dinner to our forty volunteers.  After not being able to have a Mission sit-down 
dinner since 2019, it was heart-warming to watch local families enjoy some nourishment, sunlight and respectful 
service and care. We also want to acknowledge our hardworking kitchen team, led by chef Tanya Cormier, who 
worked weeks in advance to prepare and serve such a wonderful meal to all of us. We also thank those others 
behind the scenes led by Dave Rickard- who handled washing dishes and cleaning up throughout the day. We 
thank them sincerely for their selfless dedication!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus ministry- as reported by Margaret Totten 

Transporting our Mission community to outreach events continues to be a challenge. We want to thank both 
Bob Dai and Shaun Dunne sincerely for all their dedication to this ministry this year. Shawn is retiring from driving 
the bus, so we especially want to thank him for all the time, professionalism, and expertise he has devoted to 
us over the years. You will be greatly missed, Shaun! 

 

 

 



 

24  

Conclusion- Margaret Totten, Chair- Community Outreach 

As always, the Community Outreach Team has seen that it is true that “it's greater to give than to receive.” (Acts 
20:35). Volunteering, for me, has been a way of expressing thanks for all God has done in my life, and a means 
of strengthening my own faith, as I witness what the love of God can accomplish in our priority neighborhoods 
of the old North End and Crescent Valley! 

In his Service,  

Margaret Totten,, Chair 

Board of Christian  

Education             Heather Bell-Williams 

Your Christian Education Committee is committed to cultivating the Three Cs (Connecting, Celebrating and 
Contributing) with your children and youth ages birth-18/high school graduation.  The past year has been one 
of enjoying some return to “normal” (formal restrictions lifted in the spring of 2022) for our children and youth 
and their volunteer leaders and helpers.  

A huge shout out to Pastor Sandi and to Amy Baxter (Director of River Kids) for their ongoing leadership and 
hard work on behalf of our children and youth.  These two ladies have done an extraordinary amount of re-
working and re-planning throughout the pandemic, to allow for ministry to continue.  The work may change 
with the loosening of restrictions, but the workload continues to be huge.  

A highlight of our year was partnering with other boards to host a fall Kick-Off on September 11, 2022 after the 
second worship service.  Seeing families and friends of all ages gather for connection and celebration was an 
encouragement for all!  We also partnered with other groups in our church family to host The Easter Journey, 
an Easter experience that offered carloads of folks to follow a map around our city, to engage in meaningful 
ways with aspects of the Easter story.   

Our board hosted, in collaboration with some other groups, an Equipping for Ministry event in November, where 
we provided support and development for our volunteer leaders.  We appreciate the work of Pastor Sandi on 
revamping and updating our Volunteer Handbook, in order that we could help these wonderful volunteers learn 
the specifics and logistics of their roles.  

Faith at Home continued to be a central focus, particularly as we started the year with restrictions on in person 
gathering.  

Pastor Sandi has been teaching the Board about some of the key characteristics of Gen Z and Gen Alpha (who 
just started middle school).  We have been working as a board to look at how our ministries can change and 
adapt to meet the needs of the emerging generations. 

Library – Submitted by Blair Thompson 

Everyone is encouraged to “check out” the resources available at the RiverCross Church Library.  Materials 
located in the lobby include books on relevant, helpful and challenging topics in the areas of Christian Living, 
Ministry, Leadership, Fiction and other categories.   Parenting resources are available in the RiverTots hallway 
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and children’s books can be found in the RiverTots and RiverKids areas.  All titles are listed at 
www.libib.com/u/RiverCross.  

River Youth – Middle School and High School – submitted by Sandi Killeen 

We were able to have more regular rhythms in youth ministry—a week of youth camps in the summer, the 
return of First Light involving 5 other youth groups, service projects (preparing meals and making blankets for 
those experiencing homelessness, stockings for Coverdale Women’s shelter), and Winter Retreat this past 
weekend with 47 youth. We had one youth baptism this year, and we have been focusing our teaching times on 
developing skills to help our youth own their faith for themselves.  

RiverTots Nursery – submitted by Kara Shaw 

This past year has been one of rebuilding for the RiverTots Nursery as Covid restrictions have gradually been 
removed. We have returned to offering nursery at both Sunday morning services and have seen an increase in 
the number of babies in our program, averaging 6-8 children each week outside the summer season.  

The Covid pandemic saw a significant decrease in nursery volunteers, and we have worked hard this year to 
rebuild our team of volunteers. The recruitment of volunteers remains a challenge, but we have made gains in 
this area. We have also streamlined our new volunteer recruitment process to be consistent across all RiverTots, 
RiverKids, and RiverYouth programs. Potential new volunteers are vetted through Sandi and connected with CE 
Board portfolio holders when their Criminal Record Check and Volunteer Handbook requirements have been 
completed. 

The RiverTots registration desk was reopened this year to assist us in tracking attendance for our programs. We 
continue to work towards making the registration process more efficient for parents. One of the ways we hope 
to do this in 2023 is by organizing a group of volunteers whose sole responsibility is to sign in children for 
RiverTots programming. This will free up the nursery and preschool volunteers to welcome babies and toddlers 
as they arrive.   

Some new toys and a baby gate were purchased for the nursery at the end of the year which will allow us to 
continue to update and modernize our program as we move ahead in 2023.  

RiverTots Preschool – submitted by Angela Branscombe 

As 2022 progressed, things in Rivertots started to return to normal. We saw the majority of volunteers come 
back and have had a few new ones join us on a regular basis. As we went back to two services, we have also 
seen an increase in the number of toddlers each week with an average of 12-15 kids which is fantastic! We 
would not be successful without the volunteers, and I want to thank them all for showing up each week! 

RiverKids – Submitted by Jill Nylen 

RiverKids is our Sunday morning program for children in Kindergarten to Grade 5. During the two morning 
worship services, RiverKids offers a teaching time in a large group setting with leader instruction, videos, songs 
and games.  Children are then divided into small groups according to grades (9:00 service has grades K-2 and 3-
5, 11:00 service has each grade).  This small group time allows for age-appropriate instruction.    RiverKids is 
facilitated by many amazing volunteers under our Children’s Program Director, Amy Baxter. Our children are 
experiencing God in many ways as he meets them through the many Seasonal activities provided by Amy and 
her team.    
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Thank you to each of you who have contributed to our work with our children and youth over the last year!  
Many of you have volunteered, have cooked, have supervised, have prayed and have, most importantly, showed 
up for our children and youth.  We are grateful for the support of the congregation here at RiverCross! 

Our board members this year were:  Jill Nylen, Kevin Steeves, Maria Tofowomo, Blair Thompson, Angela 
Branscombe, Kara Shaw and Heather Bell-Williams.  Special thanks to Jill, Kevin and Blair who are moving on 
from their work with our board. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Heather Bell--Williams, Chair 

Board  

of Trustees              Kevin Simpson 

RiverCross Family 

We are already at the end of the first month in 2023, so in reflecting on where God has led us as the trustee 
board we look back to an amazing year of growth and solid choices. 

Each year we get more comfortable in juggling our budget to meet the needs of the two facilities, both here and 
at the 211 Main Street site (RiverCross Mission). With that said, the cost for maintenance items and other 
associated work is on the rise so we need to be prudent with every financial decision we make. We rely a lot on 
the connections of some of our folks and the generosity of many in order to keep costs low. We are very grateful 
for that. Some of our work this year included the purchase of a sea can that has allowed us to store items in an 
appropriate manner up at RiverCross. This was a requirement by our insurance adjusters to ensure that we are 
mitigating any potential risks via the storage of equipment and other items in electrical rooms. We also saw the 
installation of a new security camera system that allows recording in order that we can monitor the activity 
around our RiverCross site.  

In addition to the work at RiverCross, significant work was completed at RiverCross Mission this year. We had 
extensive work completed as it related to a Fire Marshall inspection, where it was requested that many items 
be addressed in a timely manner. Late in the year, we purchased a new stove for the kitchen area, one that is 
better suited for the environment and our volunteers are more comfortable in using. Finally, we did some work 
to the garden area down from the parking lot. We have a few things left to do but it was nice to finally get that 
area cleaned up a bit.   

More improvements are slated for 2023 and we are excited at what God has in-store for our church and the 
facilities we maintain. 

God has placed the members on this board who each carry a wealth of information and contacts; that has 
equipped us to execute jobs in 2022-23 that otherwise may not have happened. Each member of the board 
offers a significant strength and are willing to go above and beyond to complete necessary maintenance that 
will allow the two facilities to operate efficiently and effectively.  
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There are many projects on the horizon for 2023 and we thank you for your trust in us. God has put together an 
amazing committee but as always, we need to say a farewell to those that are leaving the board this February, 
and a welcome to those that are new. We ask for your prayers as we tackle 2023 with excitement. 

In Christ, 

Kevin Simpson,, Chair 

Senior 

Pastor                   Rob Nylen 

It is with a heart full of gratitude that I write this year’s annual report.  As I look back over this year, I see it is the 
story of God’s faithfulness to our church.  While deeply challenging at times, and while many obstacles had to 
be overcome, God was faithful through it all.   As I think about our church family, faithfulness is another word 
that comes to mind.  While dealing with challenges in their own life, they stepped up and served and helped us 
continue to provide life giving ministries to people.  Finally, to our leadership, our boards and committees and 
staff.   Your faithfulness to make difficult decisions, to navigate another year of a global pandemic, and to keep 
wrestling with the question: how can we better serve our church and city!    

Let me provide a quick look back over 2022.   

Sunday Services: the year started with our leadership having to adapt our Sunday services, given the changing 
Provincial requirements for congregant gatherings.  In January we stopped holding in person Sunday worship 
services again and moved online only.  In February we reopened to one in-person and online service at 10am. 
On April 10th, the week before Easter, we returned to two in person Sunday morning services, 9:30 and 11am, 
and livestreamed our 11am service.  We were able to maintain this schedule for the rest of the year.  Each time 
these changes took place, it dramatically impacted the lives of our volunteers who had to discern their own 
comfort level.  We are so grateful for the way they responded to the opportunity each time.   

One of the goals of our year, was to provide opportunities for people to continue to grow in their faith.  For 
some, the pandemic has revealed a need for a stronger faith, and we tried to provide opportunities that might 
speak to them.  Here are some of the opportunities we offered. 

• 16 adult electives: some online and some in person.  We covered a multitude of topics from Prayer and 
meditation, parenting, studies on books of the Bible.   

• We had a special online prayer event.   

• The Missions Committee hosted a fun evening with our partners in Mission, Bruno and Kathleen Soucy.   

• In the Spring the Deacons Board was approached by the Flourishing Congregations Canada, asking us to 
participate in a survey that would help to reveal the ways we are flourishing and the reasons for it.  We 
agreed to participate and, in the fall, members of our church participated in an online survey and 
interviews, in hopes that the results from the survey will help other congregations across Canada.  Results 
of this survey will be available to us in the Spring of 2023. 
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• Our congregation sponsored two Afghan families, who are relatives of the Nazari family we sponsored a 
few years ago.  One group arrived in September, and the second arrived in December.  The congregation 
has generously donated the funds required to cover the costs for living expenses for these families for one 
year.  Also, each family has their own “welcome team” who are helping them get settled into life in Saint 
John.  These volunteers have done an amazing job supporting our new friends.   

• This year the Missions Committee started the process to assemble a team to travel to El Salavdor for a 
mission trip in the fall of 2023.  They have done an excellent job in organizing this trip and information 
sessions began this fall.  

• This year many couples who had been unable to get married because of the pandemic, finally got their 
chance.  The staff performed 17 weddings this the year.   

• This year we held two in person Christmas Eve services with an attendance of 670, as well as one online.    

This year was a year when we saw many new people start attending RiverCross Church.  As the city welcomed 
over 1700 new residents, we have seen many people start attending our church.  Many of the people moving 
to Saint John are from other countries and we have also seen our congregation become much more multi-ethnic, 
which has been a great joy!  Many of these people want to become part of our church community, and so we 
will continue to find ways for them to connect, beyond Sunday worship.  The “I’m New” desk Hospitality ministry 
saw over 300+ first time visitors last year and our in-person attendance on Sunday mornings has equaled and 
some Sunday’s surpassed our pre-pandemic attendance.  An estimation of the new trends is that we have more 
people attending our in-person Sunday services, however they are attending less often.  Online continues to be 
a lifeline for people who are still facing health challenges or are unable to attend in person for other reasons.  
We also continue to see people faithfully worshipping with us online from outside our province and country.  

This coming year is going to be marked by many new opportunities!  We must not be content to simply having 
people attend worship services, and we must not be content to going back to the way things were prior to the 
pandemic.  This is a new day, and this year will be providing the opportunity to ask the question, how has God 
positioned us to be a blessing to our city!   

I want to close with a word of thanks to the Board of Deacons, who, in a very difficult time, have shown incredible 
support and encouragement to the staff.  Your care, kindness, and encouragement mean more then you know.  
I also want to thank the staff, who all, have gone above and beyond.  Your tireless effort and selflessness have 
been a gift to many people at a very important time.  Thank you to Dale Taber who stepped in to cover Marlee’s 
maternity leave and was a great addition to our staff team!   Finally, to my family, who are the greatest gift!  I 
could not have made it through this year without you.  Truly.   

May we never forget that we are the church, and we exist for the people of this city! 

In His Peace, 

 

Pastor Rob Nylen 

Where the river flows, life abounds 
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Community Outreach  

Pastor                  John Knight 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness 

and streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:19) 

Looking back over this past Community Outreach year, indeed over the past almost three years, I’m reminded 
how often it seemed as if we were doing “a new thing” – as we grappled with how to meaningfully engage with 
people while contending with the demands of a pandemic. These were challenging times indeed! And 
exhausting. But, in the midst of them, we were doing our innovative best, with God’s help, to “make a way in 
the wilderness,” which frankly is how the pandemic often felt – a lost and desolate place. And I think we often 
did in fact succeed this past year (and in the years prior) at creating “streams in the wasteland” – moments of 
life in the midst of all these troubles – for people who call the Old North End and Crescent Valley home.   

And then, things began to change! During the first three months of the past year, we remained in COVID 
protocols and accordingly had to limit gatherings and rely on tried-and-true ministry methods we’d refined and 
used extensively in the previous two years, to stay in touch with and minister to the people whom we serve. 
These methods included take-out dinners, one-off events, and cultivating a sense of virtual community through 
the Mission Facebook Group. But by late March, we started to open back up and, step-by-phased-step, returned 
to an in-person schedule of sorts by late Spring. And we were able to sustain and build upon this in-person 
approach – save for a brief COVID-related disruption in late September/early October – right through the 
balance of the year. Progress! 

But it almost felt as if we were doing “a new thing” for the first time again since we really hadn’t done sustained 
in-person ministry for such a long period of time. We were relearning things that used to be so familiar to us. In 
some cases, our recall and re-establishment of past practices came fairly easily; in others, a bit slower with some 
things still to sort out. But we were back – from the “wilderness.” Thank God! 

Overview of the Year 

I would encourage people to read the Community Outreach Board report for detailed accounts of all the 
programs and events that went on this past year. But to what is shared there, let me add these observations, in 
roughly chronological order:      

• We began the new year with our Hope Mission take-out option on 
Thursdays. But by February we had added an in-person coffee drop-in 
on Tuesdays for people coming to the Food Bank. And by the end of 
March, we had returned to a coffee drop-in on Tuesdays and a sit-down 
meal on Thursdays. Sadly, Mickey Verner, the Mission Coordinator, 
passed away suddenly in early February (see below). This emotionally 
difficult time for the Mission community was also a time of sudden 
transition with no time to prepare. We are so grateful to Tanya 
Cormier, who offered to step up and coordinate the kitchen team with 
Mickey’s passing. Tanya has brought us to another level in terms of 
public health awareness. And besides, she cooks just amazingly delicious meals! Thank you! 
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• In February, we put love into action by adding a Valentine’s Day treat bag (with a Tim Hortons gift card 
and other goodies) to the take-out meal, and by delivering the same to Moms on a Mission participants 
and to people who out of caution or other limitations did not want to venture out. All told, at least 100 
people received these gifts.    

• As mentioned, by late March, we returned to a twice weekly in-person program at the Mission – with 
coffee on Tuesdays and a meal on Thursdays. We sustained this new plan into June. In September, we 
went back to a full in-person program on Tuesdays and Thursdays. And with this full re-opening we tried 
something new – serving a hot brunch on Tuesdays (instead of a lunch) in order to draw in more people 
from the Food Bank, and a hot lunch on Thursdays. This new approach seemed to work well. Our Tuesday 
numbers continued to grow, with sometimes 70 – 90 brunches being served, while the Thursday 
numbers remain a work-in-progress, with 40 – 50 attending. We maintained a COVID cautious approach 
throughout this past year since we serve vulnerable communities with many health concerns. We 
required all kitchen staff and other volunteers to wear masks, and strongly encouraged participants to 
wear them as well. We also maintained spacing between, and limited seating at, tables.  

• In April, we got Moms on a Mission going again in person. And from there, this wonderful ministry with 
great leadership was off and running, meeting monthly for the rest of the year (with a bit of a summer 
pause) and ministering to a growing group. This is a tremendous ministry that is having an important 
impact on the lives of several young women in the ONE and Crescent Valley, and their children. It is 
support-based and family-oriented, with a “quiet” presentation of the gospel, in word and deed, woven 
through all that goes on at these times together. It’s not at all unusual for 20+ people to attend the Moms 
group – filling the church building with laughter and noise. 

• In June, after a two-year pause, we returned to a full participation Celebration Sunday worship service 
followed by a Community BBQ at RiverCross Mission. It was so exciting to have so many people from the 
Mission Community help lead the worship service again, either through their platform presence or 
through video recordings! It was equally wonderful to run a full BQQ again, with music, activities for 
children, and fun. Approximately 450 – 500 people came to the BBQ. 

• In July and August, we ran a somewhat “normal” summer ministry program. Under the leadership of 
Jessie Yang, the Community Outreach Summer Intern, the Mission remained open for July, serving both 
a cold breakfast and a hot lunch on Tuesdays only. Thank you, Jessie! This two-meal option was an 
experiment which the team managed to pull-off, but it was frankly too much work. A lesson learned! And 
it was really in light of this experience that the hot brunch option on Tuesdays came into focus. We also 
returned to summer outings in July and August – for the first time in over two years. And we sponsored 
23 children and youth for summer camp. Thank you to everyone at RiverCross who financially contributed 
to these sponsorships. Your generosity is amazing! 

• In September and October, planning began for Christmas Outreach, the weekly Mission program and 
monthly Moms on a Mission program opened back up, and Trunk or Treat happened. Christmas 
Outreach, now under the able leadership of Val Curtis (the new Coordinator) and assisted by Blair 
Thompson, had some significant uncertainties to address; most importantly, the fact that 2022 was the 
final year for Saint John’s Empty Stocking Fund – a 110-year Saint John tradition. They did a tremendous 
job navigating these uncertainties. Trunk or Treat, meanwhile, is the one event ministry we actually 
managed to keep running in just about a “normal” fashion – but with COVID protocols in place – 
throughout the pandemic. And it was welcomed again by the communities we serve in 2022 – providing 
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a safe place to come together as neighbors for some fun. Approximately 200 children, accompanied by 
parents and guardians, turned up to receive copious amounts of candies and treats and hot chocolate.  

• November into early December was all about Christmas. Val and Blair did an excellent job of recruiting 
volunteers to assist with various aspects of Christmas Outreach – from registration to gift card 
distribution, from encouragement gifts to partner gifts. It was a lot of work – hours and hours of work 
“behind the scenes” – and they remained committed to it with good humor and unflagging energy. Thank 
you so much! And because of their efforts, our church was able to demonstrate the love of Jesus Christ 
to so many people in so many different ways. We partnered with others to provide 716 children in 320 
families with Christmas; and 577 families with Christmas groceries. In addition, we provided Christmas 
gifts to 49 youth and young adults, 60 individuals and families, and 18 young women and their children, 
who attend Moms on a Mission. Finally, in partnership with YMCA Newcomers, we made Christmas 
possible for 71 people from 5 countries who had recently arrived in Canada; and we provided $500 cash 
gifts to three organization in the ONE and Crescent Valley with whom we work closely. All of this was 
made possible by the spirit-filled generosity of RiverCross Church. Thank you! You are an amazing 
congregation!   

    • And finally, in late November – after a three-year hiatus – we ran the Mission Community Christmas 
Dinner as an in-person event once again. It was wonderful! The food was delicious, the volunteer team 
was large and enthusiastic, and the 120+ people who were served felt welcomed in the name of Jesus. 
Over 40 volunteers also enjoyed dinner, and, in addition, take-outs were delivered to almost 20 people. 
All things considered, the dinner went very well, with of course a few things to sort out – not surprising 
after having not done something like this for a while. But it was really great to be back from the 
“wilderness!”  

Challenges 

The year of course was not without its challenges, too. Let me focus on two, in particular: 

• Church Bus transportation proved challenging at times in 2022. The issue here is not the bus itself – it 
remains in good working order though regular maintenance is of course required. The issue rather is 
finding enough bus drivers from within our congregation to create a team of drivers, with flexible 
schedules, to meet the many demands for the bus throughout the week and on Sundays. The bus is an 
essential tool that supports our church’s work in many ways. It is also part of our witness to our city, as 
we make it available to community partners for their activities. And in fact, the demand on the bus is 
growing with the recent arrival of so many immigrants and refugees in Saint John – many of whom are 
making their way to RiverCross, sometimes on the bus. Bottom line: putting together a team of drivers 
to support the use of the Church Bus, or coming up with other transportation options, is a priority 
concern for 2023.   

• Finding volunteers also proved a concern in 2022 – though I need to qualify what I mean, here. The reality 
is that Community Outreach volunteer needs were 80 – 90 percent met this past year. That’s excellent! 
We were even able to attract new volunteers to help with various aspects of the work we do. But over 
the course of the pandemic, we lost some volunteers in key roles, for a variety of reasons. We’ve had 
some success in overcoming this challenge, but it remains a work in progress. We will see how this gets 
sorted out – or not – in 2023.  
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The two challenges identified above are causing Community Outreach to enter a state of inertia – not across the 
board – but with regard to our focus on discipleship. We aren’t yet able to move on getting Life in Mission, our 
weekly Adult Bible Study, going again (which we hope to shift to Wednesdays, as yet another innovation coming 
out of the pandemic). We also aren’t yet able to bring a new ministry, Groups of Hope, to life. Pre-pandemic, 
we had a team trained and ready to start integrating this ministry, which focuses on building people’s identity 
up in Christ, into our Community Outreach work. But on both counts, we are presently stuck precisely because 
of challenges around transportation and having enough volunteers with the right gifts, skills, and flexible 
schedules needed to get these off the ground. We will continue to work away at it!  

Opportunities 

But 2022 also presented Community Outreach with some new opportunities, too. The two main opportunities 
I’ve been focusing on are partnership-driven in nature. Here they are: 

• Developing a Peer Support Group for Young Adults at Nick Nicolle Community Centre. I’m presently in 
conversation with Tamara Kelly, Executive Director of ONE Change, about this possibility. The sense of a 
“need” for this emerged, over the past two years or so, as I reconnected with Young Adults from the Old 
North End, with whom our church had contact in years past, when they were children and youth. These 
young people have now begun to forge their adult identities – most after times of great challenge in 
years past, yet challenges that they are remarkably overcoming as they “find their way” in life. But they 
need encouragement – a lot of encouragement!! – as do those who are maybe not “making it” in life all 
that well. Two of these Young Adults now work at Nick Nicolle and are therefore strategically positioned 
– and indeed are open to providing leadership – to this group. I am also strategically positioned, since 
I’ve known these Young Adults for nineteen years and have an on-going relationship with at least a half 
dozen of them, to be an active support to this group. It could be really special if this all comes to fruition. 
More importantly, it could have a life-altering impact on these Young Adult’s lives.  

   • Developing an International Program at RiverCross Mission. There is an obvious – and remarkable – 
change happening in Saint John; namely, we are rapidly becoming a truly multicultural city. This is leading 
to an almost seismic shift in the make-up of our church congregation that became abundantly clear in 
August-September of this past year, when we returned to “normal activity” and suddenly saw an in-
person congregation that is now significantly international. Our church is in the process of adjusting to 
this new reality. This even has implications for Community Outreach. Increasingly, we are seeing people 
from other parts of the world take up residence in the Old North End and Crescent Valley. More and 
more of them are coming through the doors of RiverCross Mission, especially on Food Bank Days. All of 
this has got me thinking that it might be time to explore an “international dimension” to the range of 
programs offered through the Mission. In fact, things have moved beyond just thinking. I started to 
wonder if there’s something we could do, in partnership with the Newcomers program at the YMCA. 
Perhaps we could offer a weekly drop-in program that meets needs, provides friendship, and offers a 
meal – basically, the kind of program that the Mission specializes in and has the space and facilities to 
host. So, I bounced this idea off of Melissa Hetherington, who attends RiverCross, of course, and works 
for Newcomers. She responded very favorably to the idea, and we are beginning to explore next steps. 
We will see where this goes!  
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Mickey Verner 

Before I offer some closing words of thanks, I do 
want to take a moment to acknowledge the late 
Mickey Verner. Mickey passed away suddenly in 
early February 2022. He was a much-loved 
resident of the Old North End, and a vital member 
of the RiverCross Mission ministry team. Mickey 
had a long association with our church dating back 
to when he was a young boy. Later in life, after 
living in Vancouver for a while, he returned to 
Saint John and, eventually, began attending the 
Hope Mission.  

This was a life-changing experience for Mickey 
that ultimately led him to a professed faith in Jesus 
and to baptism. From there, Mickey started serving on the Mission ministry team (and in our church in other 
ways, too). He grew in faith and maturity over the years and ultimately served as the day-to-day Coordinator of 
activity at the Mission, including leading the team that prepared meals for twice-weekly gatherings.  

Mickey was a gift to us in so many ways. As a resident of the Old North End, Mickey had respectful relationships 
with so many people living there (and also in Crescent Valley). Because he was so well-liked, he provided a 
measure of trust for the Mission which allowed us to enter people’s lives and care for them. People knew and 
trusted Mickey – so they trusted us. Mickey’s awareness of what was going on in the communities we serve also 
provided us with helpful “insider information,” including about people falling through the cracks – people that 
Mickey was compassionately aware of.  

And besides all that, he was just a really great guy trying his best to live a life for Jesus. And the delicious hot 
meals he prepared, with the help of a team, are remembered with appreciation by all who enjoyed them. Mickey 
continues to be missed by the communities he called home; and by the brothers and sisters in Jesus with whom 
he served in ministry. Thank you, Mickey, for the many ways in which you blessed and enriched our lives. 

Thank You  

In closing, I wish to thank you, RiverCross Church, for your continued encouragement, prayer, and generous 
financial support, for the work that goes on through Community Outreach. It’s a privilege to serve a congregation 
that shows such heart for this important ministry.  

Let me also thank my colleagues – Rob, Joe, James, Sandi, Jan, Amy, Marlee, Dale, and Rob Parent – for working 
so well together as a team – with lots of fun along the way, too – as we serve in ministry together on behalf of 
this wonderful church.  

Thank you as well to my family – to Karen, Ben, Jonathan, Rosalinda, Adrianna, and the world’s most amazing 
grandson, Daniel 😊😊, for your constant love, support, patience and encouragement. I am truly blessed! 

And finally, thank you so much to the multitude of volunteers who show up and invest time and energy in the 
many different programs and events that, together, comprise the Community Outreach ministry of this church. 
Thank you as well to those who served this past year on the Community Outreach Board – Margaret Totten, 
who provided strong and focused leadership, and cultivated a collegial spirit, as Chair, and David Rickard, Debbie 
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Hughes, Ramona Gillette, Richard Northorp, and Fred Dickinson, who each contributed in many significant ways. 
It isn’t an exaggeration to say that, without all this volunteer “people power,” serving in so many ways, nothing 
could’ve happened in Community Outreach in 2022. We couldn’t have done it without you! So, for your 
leadership, your counsel, your practical gifts, your problem-solving skills, and your commitment and enthusiasm 
– THANK YOU!! 

Let’s continue to be a church that prayerfully looks to God’s leading, as we seek to be a life-giving presence to 
people living in the Old North End and Crescent Valley. 

In His service,      

Pastor John Knight 

Worship 

Pastor                        Joe Page 

As I sit down to write my 21st annual report, I realize there is no opportunity to copy and paste.  Every year is 
so unique and distinct from all the others, and God’s hand moves so creatively over each of the years, that a 
whole new report is required.  2022 is no exception.  It has been a year with one foot in the pandemic and one 
foot in recovery with every other distraction happening at the same time.  But still it has been good.  God is still 
working, he is still blessing and by His grace, the ministries are still moving forward.  It has been both a challenge 
and a joy to be Worship Pastor here at RiverCross this year.  Let’s take a look back and also a look ahead to the 
rest of 2023. 

Our worship teams have had a great year in 2022.  Although we had a slow start with further COVID restrictions, 
our teams remained flexible and faithful, and ministered to our Beautiful Community both present and online.  
We have lost a few members this year for various reasons, but we have added even more, helping to diversify 
our teams and  leaving us in a stronger place to Minister and move forward.  A big thanks to everyone involved 
with the Worship Teams this year, especially Josh Britten and Kevin Schyf who lead two of our teams. 

Our Tech teams have moved forward this year both in capabilities and 
numbers.  It’s our hope that the next couple of years will bring about even 
more change and growth. A big thank you to everyone involved with sound, 
lights, projection and live streaming.  

This year we had a Christmas Choir for the first time in several years.  
Although our triple plague of viruses kept us from all being together, still we 
had 50% of our choir perform each Sunday of the Advent season.  We hope 
to do a similar choir around the Easter season this year. 
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We had our second annual Christmas Dinners here at RiverCross 
this year with over 150 people attending the two dinners.  Special 
thanks to Tim Davidson and the Jazz combo for providing some of 
the best entertainment and Christmas music around. It was great 
to see families, lifegroups, guests and church family members 
enjoying a Christmas dinner together with good conversation and 
great entertainment.  Thanks so much to everyone who helped 
with the dinners. 

Fifty+ has been active this past year since restrictions have allowed 
and will continue to minister to and provide opportunities to 

connect and grow for this demographic in our church.  Friendly Fellowship has not gone ahead since the 
beginning of the pandemic, but will begin again in the near future.  Friendly Fellowship is a ministry to seniors, 
providing them with a lunch time meal and a program along with entertainment and a speaker. 

Throughout the pandemic we often joked about not really knowing how big our church was anymore.  As things 
return to normal, we are finding out.  We are seeing people come to church for the first time in person who 
have started worshipping online, we see people move to Saint John from other parts of the province or from 
other parts of Canada, we see people from our city begin to explore faith in a deeper way and begin attending 
Church, and we see Students, Newcomers and Refugees come to live in Saint John from all over the world, with 
many of them calling RiverCross their home church.  God is entrusting us with a larger and more diverse Church 
Family, and it is both a challenge and a joy to keep up, welcome and minister to this growing Beautiful 
Community. 

I have had opportunity this year to be involved with helping newcomers get the furniture they needed for their 
homes and families.  Many have left their home country with a few suitcases and had to start furnishing an 
apartment from scratch.  It began very simply with an offer to help a new family and continued to grow as other 
new families began arriving and calling RiverCross home.  By November we had had opportunity to help 18 
families, involving about 45 different people!  It was so awesome to help these new families, but it was also a 
great blessing to visit the homes of people who were donating furniture, and to include them in the blessing of 
helping children and parents settle here in the City of Saint John.  
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I am constantly reminded of what a privilege it is to be a Pastor at this Church in this time and place in history. 
RiverCross Church has many years of ministry in its rear-view mirror, and with its passion to reach out and its 
determination to get the job done, I’m sure our best years are still ahead. Our success will be measured by the 
blessing of God and in the eyes of generations to come. As we attempt to lead and foster a growing, changing 
and diverse congregation, we appreciate your support, prayers, patience and help!  Ministry is not the easiest 
of professions, but its joy is found in working together and seeing 
God’s love and grace extend to the lives of many people. 

RiverCross would be a shell of what it is without its many 
volunteers.  Those who volunteer are often the happiest and most 
committed members of our congregation. If you are interested in 
volunteering and being more involved with the ministries here at 
RiverCross, we would love to have a conversation with you about 
that.  There is a great future ahead, and we can only get there 
when we work together.  

I want to thank the many volunteers who make the worship, technology, seniors and international ministries 
successful and fun to work in.  I appreciate your willing spirit and your desire for the ministries to move forward 
and enrich people’s lives.  I also want to thank the wonderful staff I have opportunity to work with.  Few people 
in a position such as mine get to work with such a fine quality staff for the number of years I have had opportunity 
to. 

I believe our Church is really at a turning point, with growth happening weekly and consistently.  I pray for God’s 
grace and guidance as we step into the unknown, and seek to love and serve God, and to reach out to the city 
of Saint John… by providing ministries of care so that people may become disciples of Jesus Christ. On to new 
challenges, new people, new opportunities and a new year.  May God’s energy, love and grace, motivate and 
sustain us to meet whatever challenges lie ahead. 

Sincerely His, 

Pastor Joe Page 
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Chinese Outreach  

Pastor               James Yang 

This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord of hosts. - 
Zechariah 4:6 (ESV) 

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. - John 3:5 (ESV) 

We all know that the power of the Holy Spirit established the church established by the apostles in Acts. Jesus 
told Nicodemus that no one could enter the kingdom of God unless he were born again by the Holy Spirit. 
Zerubbabel was a governor of Jerusalem under the rule of the Persian Empire. He was in charge of civil affairs 
and possessed power and power. Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin. He was a religious 
leader, he had the authority to exercise religious judgments, and he could also judge kings, expand the temple 
and the borders of Jerusalem, and prescribe any legal matter. Zerubbabel can represent today's government, 
and Nicodemus can represent today's church. From these two verses, we can know that the building of the 
church does not rely on human power and ability but on the Spirit of God, and the church must receive the 
rebirth of the Holy Spirit to become a kingdom under God's rule, to work with God, and to follow God's will. In 
fact, in the matter of God saving the human soul, we can't do anything for God. Only God can do anything for 
us, so we need to look up to God's guidance more humbly to practice God's will. 

• How does the Chinese community assist RiverCross in fulfilling its vision? 
o Celebrating: Our strategy is to be friends with them first, wait until we become friends with them, 

and then invite them to attend some activities such as the Chinese Adult Sunday School, Chinese 
Young Adult Fellowship and English Youth Sunday School on Sunday mornings, BBQs, outings, 
Potluck, gospel gathering. Through these activities, they are gradually brought to Christ-centered 
worship. I acknowledge that this is a long process that requires God's help and the involvement and 
efforts of Christians in the Chinese community. 

o Connecting: Some people from the Chinese community made coffee on Sundays, participated in 
Sunday worship groups, Christmas choirs, teaching assistants for children's Sunday schools, charity 
sales to raise funds for the Christmas mission, and provided church space for Chinese to hold public 
welfare activities. In addition, Hope Mission has a warehouse for the Chinese Association to store 
props and items for free. The Chinese community provides weekly conversational English to help 
them integrate into Canadian culture as soon as possible and create a relationship with Canadians. 
In addition, since the end of July, I have taken two sisters to home visits every week to establish a 
connection with believers and non-believers. 

o Contributing: The purpose of Chinese Life Group and Sunday school is to connect and make people 
become disciples of Christ and missionaries of God. In the past 12 months, I have held a series of 
courses in the life group and Sunday school for new believers and Christians who have been 
believers for several years. I hope that through this course, they will be able to live a Christ-centered 
life and train them to abandon individualistic worship, dedicate their lives to God, and complete the 
great mission of evangelizing and leading people to the true God. Encourage the Chinese community 
to donate more money and time to God and call on everyone to use their gifts, abilities, and 
resources so that people can see God's work moving forward. 
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• The ministry of the Chinese community focuses on the four ministries of Outreach, Discipleship training, 
Visitation/Counseling, and Congregational Integration. 
o Outreach: The purpose of the church is to proclaim the gospel and lead people to God. 

 Therefore, I always encourage them to proclaim the gospel in my teachings. 
 I do my evangelistic ministry. 
 I preach the gospel to them through home visits. 
 I lead people to proclaim the gospel together. 
 I hold gospel activities in the church to proclaim the gospel. 
 When there are any activities in the church, I will post the news in various Chinese WeChat 

groups to invite them to participate. 
 I participate in the Chinese Lunar New Year Gala at the Imperial Theater on February 1st to 

meet more Chinese people and spread the Gospel to them. 
 Hold Lantern Festival activity: We welcome everyone to join in on a fun time of online 

activities celebrating the Lantern Festival on February 15th. We will have lantern riddle 
guessing, winning prizes, making paper tiger decorations, and eating glutinous rice balls. I 
deliver rice balls and paper tiger decorations to every house by participating. 

 The Chinese community in-person at the Church on April 3rd. 
 Bing and family leaving for Calgary by the end of April. The farewell meal is scheduled for 

April 14th at the church, has about 60 people attend this event. 
 Chinese Evangelical meeting in person at the Mission on May 14th. Thirty people attend, 

including online participants. As a result, two people have decided to accept Jesus as their 
Savior and are now enthusiastic and active in the church. 

 I encourage the Chinese community to attend the online Toronto evangelism event hosted 
by CCCOWE Canada on May 27-29. I also went to participate. 

 I participated in the BBQ organized by the Chinese Association to know more Chinese 
people and spread the gospel to them on August 6th. 

 I participated in the Chinese and English lectures organized by RBC and met many Chinese 
people at RiverCross to know more Chinese people and spread the gospel to them on 
October 11th. 

 I distribute 100 copies of the 2023 Evangelical calendar to facilitators, Chinese brothers, 
sisters, and seekers. 

 Picnic for the Chinese community on August 21 has about 20 people attend this event. 
 Thanksgiving Potluck for the Chinese community on October 08. More than 60 people came 

to participate. I also went to participate. 
 I encourage people to attend the “The Church After the Pandemic” webinar hosted by 

CCCOWE Canada on November 3rd. 
 Chinese outreach made egg rolls on Nov.11 and 12. About more than 60 people participated 

in these two days. We sold 123 dozen egg rolls and raised $2,460 for our church Christmas 
outreach ministry. 

o Discipleship training: I hope to continue to equip others to one day be courageous in evangelizing 
and leading others to God. 
 To continuously cultivate young Christians living in Canada as mission disciples, I encourage 

young Chinese people in the church to participate in the online "All-Canada Chinese 
Christian Youth Winter Meeting," which includes workshops (1. Theological depth: Truth 
discernment; 2. Practical exercise: the rise and spread the gospel; 3. Youth Mission: A Cross-
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Cultural Journey), there is also a time for spiritual practice and group communication 0n 
Feb. 18-21. Some people participated in this activity. 

 I held a Lent event (from Pentecost to the day before Easter) in the Chinese community: 
"Repentance Renewal Resurrection 40 Days Sanctification Prayer Event" on WeChat from 
March 10th to April 18th. 

 I encourage the Chinese community to attend the online TECH Conference on Jun 3-5 
hosted by CCOWE Canada. I also went to participate. 

 I encourage the Chinese community to attend the online summer camp held by CCICAN on 
July 1-3. I also went to participate. 

 A brother from the Chinese community became a church bus driver. 
 4 Sunday school classes in person and online; about 35 people attended., George Tong leads 

the youth Sunday school, Frances Kim leads the young adult Sunday school, I lead the adult 
Sunday school, and Elaine Ge English bible reading. We preach the message and use a 
passage of Scripture to explain the text, followed by Scripture with confidence and clarity. 

 One couple from the Chinese community was baptized in September. There is a Faith 
Question and Answer for them in person. 

 Every Friday night, online prayer meetings persistently, and about 10 people attended. 
o Visitation/Counseling: Due to language restrictions and life and economic challenges, coupled with 

the fact that Chinese have no background in church growth, and most of the people are not 
Christians when they come to Canada, the first thing they think about is how to survive, so the 
church is not important to them, it is a thing that can be had or not, so they are spiritually lonely. 
Therefore, the weekly Chinese life group can play a connecting function to feel a sense of family 
warmth and belonging. 
 Although the Chinese life group is still held online this year, we plan to have life groups in 

each person's home in a rotating manner next year so that we can reach more Chinese 
people and go deeper into their families, and then bring the gospel of Christ into them. 

 We continue the Chinese life group, with about 10 participants online. 
 Since August, two sisters and I have been visiting one or two families weekly, and we have 

seen eighteen families so far. We talked, sang Christian songs, encouraged, encouraged, 
and prayed. 

 I do weekly home visits with two sisters in the Chinese community, invite people to lunch 
or supper individually and care/consultations for them through WeChat, email, and phone 
calls. 

 Picnic for life group and young adult Fellowship together on July 30. 
o Congregational Integration: I believe that passing on the faith, values, and mission of the church in 

the Chinese community from time to time will improve teamwork and integrated networking. I 
encourage and invite other people from the Chinese community to hold events (Such as picnics, 
potlucks, BBQs, etc.) and for the church to establish new connections with them. 
 The Chinese ministry team meets from time to time to ensure that the Chinese community 

can be integrated into the church family and that the Chinese of Saint John can know Jesus 
through the ministry. 

 I work with members of the Chinese ministry team on various ministries. 
 We continue the conversational English groups to enable people of all nationalities to 

integrate into the church family. Heather Nicol is the English conversation group leader and 
has 4 facilitators who work with me. 
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 BBQ for Conversational English Group on July 10 at Heather’s house has about 40 people 
attending this event. 

 Potluck for Conversational English Group on September 10 has about 12 people attending 
this event. 

 Family (Chinese and English) Photo Scavenger Hunt Youth and Parents of Youth on 
November 5th at Rockwood Park had more than 20 Parents of Youth participate. We had a 
fun event and got together. 

 There are in-person meetings with four Chinese pastors every two months. 
 Nick's constant translation from English to Chinese can be congregational integration of the 

ministry. 

2023 is our new year. This is going to be a year of success, growth, happiness and abundance. Life is a journey 
of problem-solving and learning, but most importantly, we need to enjoy the experiences on that journey. No 
matter how many storms and ups and downs life has, never let it disappoint you. Always smile and be thankful 
because today, God wants to awaken you and let you know that every day is a blessing from God. Kindness is 
like snow: it beautifies everything, so always be kind to people. Our lives are imperfect, but we are thankful for 
everything. Always love someone from the heart, not follow your mood or need to love someone. People may 
hurt you, but God will always comfort you. People may leave you, but God will be with you. God will never 
abandon you and will give you the strength to experience everything in your life. Stretch your hand to serve and 
love with your heart, and God will bless your life more. Trust God, believe in His servant, and believe in the 
power of prayer to connect you to God! There is always something to be thankful for, so say to people often: 
Thank you for the many blessings you have given me today. May these words be your blessings this year! May 
God bless you! 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Pastor James Yang  
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Youth & Family 

Pastor             Sandi Killeen 

Dear RiverCross Family, 

It hardly seems possible, but somehow another year is behind us!  

As the Youth and Family Pastor, my role is to work together with our RiverKids Program Director Amy (see her 
report for an update on RiverKids), the Board of Christian Education, and our incredible team of volunteers to 
partner with families as they raise up a new generation of leaders, and it is my very great joy to work with you 
to help your children and youth grow. 

2022 was an exciting year, full of new opportunities, and a return to some programs that we have missed over 
the past couple of years. 

RiverTots 

2022 has been a rebuilding year for our RiverTots ministry, and we are continuing to see new volunteers join 
the team of caring volunteer leaders who create a safe and loving Sunday morning experience for our littlest 
RiverCrossers. Thank you to Kara Shaw (nursery) and Angela Branscombe (Preschool) for their leadership in each 
of these programs, and thank you to all of our new and returning volunteers who give so generously of their 
time to serve families on Sunday mornings!  

RiverYouth 

The goal and purpose of our RiverYouth is to see our youth take a step toward owning their faith for themselves, 
and to give them tools to help them cultivate an authentic relationship with Jesus that will persist after their 
time in youth ministry is over. To this end, we have been concentrating on four key practices to help our youth 
grow: spending time with God; spending time with others; using our gifts; sharing our story. 

Spending Time with God 

Worship Nights:  

We have been focussing deliberately in our teaching times over the past year on spending time with God through 
prayer, through art, through worship, through reading scripture, and through gathering as his church. Our youth 
have also taken leadership in creating spaces for this to happen practically by leading worship nights at 
RiverCross, both during the winter and in the summer months.  
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 Youth Sunday School:  

Thanks to the leadership of Brian Comeau, Peter Conley, Catherine Kelechi-Onyeocha, Lin Zhang, and Jody Adair, 
Sunday School is back for Middle School and High School students during the 9:30am service! This is a great 
opportunity for youth who want to dig deeper into the Bible to do so with leaders who are prepared to speak 
to them at their level. 

Winter Retreat, January 2023:  

Our teaching times culminated in a winter retreat at Snider Mountain Ranch. We had a wonderful time together, 
not only enjoying activities like snowshoeing, skating, sliding, and horseback riding, but also spending deliberate 
time together practicing spiritual disciplines and learning how to read the Bible devotionally and intentionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spending Time with others  

Partnering with other youth groups: 

Something that has been really valuable and encouraging has been the opportunity to partner with other youth 
groups. We want our youth to know that following isn’t just a RiverCross thing, or just an at church thing, it’s a 
whole life thing. So this year, we have partnered with other local youth groups in the following ways: 

-We’ve had joint youth nights with Forest Hills Baptist. Forest Hills Baptist and Grand Bay Baptist also joined us 
in our Youth led worship nights, and on the service trip to Arrowhead Native Bible Centre (see next section). 

-We welcomed approximately 200 youth from around the city for First Light (a youth all-nighter event). 

-One Conference was back this year as a one day event at Kings Church, and we were able to participate as a 
group of 58 youth.  
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Using Our Gifts 

As our youth discover who they are in Jesus, one of our favourite ways to help them grow is to give them 
opportunities to use the gifts that God has given them to serve in the areas He has put on their hearts. Some 
highlights in this area this year include: 

Serving together at Arrowhead Native Bible Centre: 

Together with youth from Forest Hills Baptist Church and Grand Bay Baptist, our youth served for a week this 
past July at Arrowhead Native Bible Centre to run a week of kids’ camp for ages 7-11. Your contributions of food 
helped us provide them with needed supplies to prepare meals, and our youth and adult volunteers stepped 
into program leading, cabin leading, teaching, and maintenance roles to make the week run smoothly, and to 
show God’s love to the campers who came.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing food, making blankets, and preparing stockings:  

When we asked our youth where they most wanted to help in our community, both our high school and middle 
school groups expressed concern for those experiencing homelessness. Our high school students made warm 
blankets that were distributed through Romero house, and our middle school student prepared sandwiches and 
cookies that our adult leaders distributed directly to those experiencing immediate need. The Middle school 
students also prepared Christmas stockings for Coverdale Centre for Women. 
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Babysitting Course 

Many of our youth serve in our weekly RiverKids and RiverTots programs as volunteers, as well as volunteering 
for our summer camp programs, and so this year we offered again a Red Cross Babysitting course at a discounted 
rate to help our younger students develop their skills in this area. This year we had 17 students complete the 
training. 

Sharing our Story 

We try to create spaces for our youth to practice speaking about their faith and about what God is doing in their 
life. 

Preaching 

Some of our youth have expressed a desire to preach, and sharing a message that God has put on their heart. 
When this happens, we work with them to develop their sermon and give them an opportunity to share it with 
our congregation. If you missed Paige MacDonald’s preaching debut in July, you can watch it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJBtwsBN9sQ. 

 

 

 

 

 

Small group times 

We really value small group time in youth ministry. Each small group is made up of students in the same grade, 
and two adult mentors who meet with them weekly. These spaces are designed to give each youth a supportive 
group to ask big questions, share their experiences, offer support to one another, and pray for each other.  

Summer Student Ministries 

This summer we had an amazing team of 6 summer interns, 4 of whom worked primarily on overseeing our 
summer programming for RiverKids and RiverYouth. Thank you to Isaac Larson (Summer Inter Coordinator), 
Liana Baxter (Summer Intern), Lydia Ingalls (Summer Intern), and Ella Baxter (Media Intern) who coordinated 2 
weeks of day camps for children, a week of youth camps, and several events for RiverTots, RiverKids, RiverYouth, 
and Families. Thank you also to Jessie Yang (Community Outreach Intern) and Ryan Robinson (Trustee Intern) 
for the ways that they excelled in supporting their own areas of ministry while also supporting the summer 
events in RiverKids and RiverYouth.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJBtwsBN9sQ.
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Volunteer Team 

None of the ministry that happens at RiverCross would be at all possible without the incredible team of 
volunteers that has worked so hard and been so adaptable in serving, always with the goal of supporting our 
youth however they could. Thank you so much to Kevin Steeves, Terra Saulnier, Jeff Ingalls, Brian Comeau, 
Laurett Nwaonumah, David Kincade, Diane Spencer, Charlotte Conley, Marc Cormier, Tanya Cormier, Emma 
Cormier, Ainsley McCavour, Sue Clark, Melanie Clark, Celeste Rogers, Kyle Rogers, Peter Conley, Catherine 
Kelechi-Onyeocha, Lin Zhang, Jody Adair, and so many more who step in to give us extra support when we need 
it. 

I am so thankful for the way that RiverCross as a church values and invests in our next generation, and I can’t 
wait to see what God will do in 2023! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandi Killeen 

RiverKids 

Director            Amy Baxter 

The RiverKids program, like many other areas of ministry at RiverCross, went through some 
significant changes throughout 2022. At the start of the year, the majority of our experience 
was still online. As the RiverKids director, I was still making and sharing weekly videos to 
accompany our Sunday morning online video lessons. I also had fun creating another step-
by-step virtual paint class, which was aired mid-January through our RiverKids Facebook 
page. Supply kits were provided for anyone who wanted one and we had a great time 
painting a cute little fox in a winter scene. There were about a dozen families that tuned in 
live to take part in the event, and several more that viewed it later on.  
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In February, I mailed out packets to many of our RiverKids, inviting them to take part 
in a colouring contest that was to be held during the March break. Each child received 
the same book and if they submitted pictures of their best work, not only would they 
be awarded fun stickers and small toy prizes, but their name would be entered into 
one of three draws for larger prizes. This was a fun way to stay connected with the 
children during a time when we still weren’t able to meet regularly in person. 

During our Easter season, the CE board worked collectively to recreate a driving 
journey to locations around the city, like we offered in 2021.  The different 
destinations were meant to connect the participants to the different aspects of the 
Easter story. However, this year we were able to place RiverCross hosts at each of the 

locations to greet families and hand out items that would enhance the experience at the station. Paired with 
the dramatic recording to guide them, all those who took part had a very meaningful journey. 

By the time May rolled around, we were able to invite families to attend more in-person events. I was so happy 
to be able to offer a paint night in honor of Mother’s Day. 
Children of all ages were encouraged to bring their 
mothers and work together to create a beautiful work of 
art that would be a completed picture when placed side 
by side. There were 45 individuals that registered for this 
creative event and we had so much fun designing our 
masterpieces. 

The summer of 2022 was full of fun for our Riverkids and Riveryouth. There were six hardworking and resourceful 
interns that helped put together two big, week-long day camps for our elementary aged kids One took place in 
July and the other took place in August. Many individuals helped to put up elaborate decorations for these 
themed camps and the church was transformed. We had between 40 and 50 children in attendance each week.  

 

There was also a mini day camp version offered to our preschoolers near the end of July. This ran for three 
mornings, and we had about a dozen little ones between the ages of 3 and 5 participate. The middle and high 
school youth were treated to many planned group activities throughout the summer, which included trips to Fit 
Rocks, Breakout Saint John, and movie nights at the church. And to close out the summer, our interns, along 
with many helpful volunteers, catered some family gatherings. This included playgroups, a game night and an 
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amazing BBQ at Rockwood park. All of these opportunities allowed families to visit with one another and 
reconnect after so much time apart. 

As the fall got underway, our weekly attendance in RiverKids began to grow. We moved back to two services 
and gratefully acquired some new volunteers to help in our children’s ministry. Between the 2 programs on 
Sunday mornings, we were welcoming 20-25 children by the end of September and with a steady increase 
throughout the fall, we saw 40-50 children every Sunday by the end of December. It has been such a blessing to 
teach the truth of God’s big story in interesting and animated ways to so many kids. 

In addition to the regular Sunday morning services, it was important for us to provide other opportunities for 
gathering and connecting families. For instance, a new art workshop initiative began in the fall. The idea was to 

provide an opportunity once a month for any artistic individuals – no 
matter what age - to have a space to practice techniques and use art as a 
form of worship. There was a great response to this monthly gathering 
from many members of our congregation and it is something that will 
continue into the new year.  

There were also seasonal based events that were offered each month and 
geared for families with young children. In late October we held our annual 
family fall fest. We were delighted to see 

80-85 guests remain after the service to join us for a delicious lunch, some 
outdoor games and pumpkin carving. There was an advent themed event the 
last Sunday in November. Families were invited to stay after the service and build 
a wreath that would hold candles that they could light each day throughout the 
season leading up to Christmas. We had about 20 families attend this 
ADVENTure. And finally, in mid December, we hosted an evening shindig for 
families to come sing karaoke, decorate ornaments, eat Christmas cookies and 
visit together, before we all bundled up and went outside to light up the tree in 
honor of the season. There was a great turnout of around 45 guests, who had a 
wonderful time at this festive party. 

Overall, our ministry to the RiverKids and their families throughout 2022 was as successful as we could hope for. 
There were many points of connection throughout the year where we made meaningful memories that will stay 
with us all in the years to come. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Baxter, 
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