
Manhattan First United Methodist Church never stops moving forward in faith. With the wind of our recent 
mortgage-burning at our backs, Church Council and your pastors are pleased to announce the formation of our 
“Next Faithful Steps” Leadership Team. This team will guide our entire congregation through a process of dialogue, 
discernment, and decision-making over the coming months as we listen together for God’s call and respond with 
action.

Our church is thriving. Membership is growing. We have recently expanded our facility and we are eager to continue 
to grow our ministry and impact. Now is the time to talk and listen and pray. As we engage “Our Next Faithful 
Steps” process together, our aim will be to develop a three year plan that our congregation rallies around, unified in 
saying, “This is what God is calling us to do!” 

Leadership Team members gathered for a second time on September 24 to develop a plan for a church-wide dialogue 
process. Working with Coach Lori Smith of Capstone Coaching and Consulting, Inc., the team crafted questions to 
ask in large group events, small group settings, and surveys between now and November to help us discover where 
we are now and where God may be calling us to go. 

Team members also discussed community organizations to approach to learn more about pressing concerns in 
Manhattan. Interviews will be conducted with wide-ranging leaders throughout the community from USD 383 to 
the Chamber of Commerce, Pawnee Mental Health, and beyond. 

The team will be guided by these steps as they work:
1. Engage church members and community leaders in an intentional dialogue process.
2. Build a follow-up process that defines our goals, actions, and timelines.
3. Create an accountability process that systematically checks on progress toward our plan.
4. Celebrate our successes in fulfilling our mission.
5. Evaluate Our Next Faithful Steps.

Team Members, nominated by the Church Council’s Executive Team, include Cheryl Arthur, Stephanie and Will 
Bannister, Larry Fox, Tony and Shelly Ingram, Matt and Alissa Kohls, Jamie McAtee,Thaniel Monaco, Karen 
Roberts, Jill Sherman, Pastor Melanie, Pastor Sarah, and Pastor Troy.
Watch for more details coming soon. We are eager to hear from you and grateful that God has brought us together 
to take our “Our Next Faithful Steps” with you!

CONNECTING TO CHRIST, GROWING IN COMMUNITY, SERVING THE WORLD


