
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28 for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15 of every month. 
If you have items for the congregation, 
please send them to Deanna Likes, 
Communications Coordinator, via the 
website under “Monthly Newsletter”

When the newsletter is available you will 
receive a notification via email with a link 
to our website. If you prefer to receive a 
paper copy in the mail, please contact the 
office at 785-776-8821. If you have items for 
the bulletin, website, or Sunday morning 
worship screens, those should also be sent 
to Deanna.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
10:30 am - Worship live on our 
website or Facebook. Replays will be 
available on both sites.

11:30 am - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 
1350 AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM

CHURCH CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE
The church office and buildings will 
remain closed until we believe it is 
safe and appropriate to reopen. The 
office and staff are still checking 
email and phone messages.
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COVID-19 has impacted everything we do as a church. We 
have been forced into online worship, Zoom meetings, and 
virtual Bible studies. We have adapted and adjusted to 
our new reality even as we long for the deeper connections 
we have lost. God’s Spirit is still alive in the church and 
moving among us.
The September newsletter looks different. It reminds us 
that the church is different this fall. We are continuing 
to adapt and create opportunities to connect until we can 
finally come back together as a community. Inside you 
will find many options to get involved. We encourage you 
to find the place where you can connect. As temperatures 
cool down this fall and winter, we may feel even more 
isolated. More than ever, we need to find new ways to stay 
connected.
Your church staff is working every day to meet the needs 
of our congregation. We want to be there for you, but 
we are learning as we go. We don’t have a “pandemic 
playbook” on how to be the church. If you have ideas, we 
would love to hear them. If you are feeling disconnected, 
we would love to talk. We are in this together, and 
together we will overcome and be a stronger church. 
May God continue to bless you wherever you are in your 
journey. It is times like these that we need our faith and 

the power of God’s Spirit to get us through. 
We need the church to remind us that we 
are God’s resurrection people. There is 
always new life on the other side.

Grace and Peace,
Barry

FALL MINISTRIES
at First United Methodist Church
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FIRST SUNDAY COMMUNION
Communion is an important sacrament that connects us to God and each 
other. Until we are able to worship together in our Sanctuary again, communion 
will be offered on the first Sunday of the month in the church courtyard. You 
can come and receive the elements at 9:00, 9:30, or 10:00 am. Please wear a 
mask and stay in family groups. A short liturgy will be shared to consecrate the 
elements. Each person present will receive individually packaged bread and 
juice. Online worship will be broadcast live at 10:30 am.

WELCOME BACK WORSHIP
September 6, 7:00 pm
We will not host Welcome Back Sunday at the church this fall. Instead we will 
celebrate with an evening worship outside at John and Courtney Fellers house 
– 2101 Deep Creek Rd. – on the Sunday of Labor Day weekend. The Fellers 
live three miles outside of Manhattan and have plenty of space for an outdoor 
socially distant worship service. You are invited to bring your own chair and 
wear a facemask. It will be a great night to connect with your church family in a 
unique setting.
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MUSIC, MUSIC MUSIC
As we all know, music is a very important part of worship here 
at FUMC. During this pandemic time, the directors are reaching 
out as it fits to try and provide quality music each Sunday in a 
variety of ways. If you are a part of a group and interested in being 
involved in a very social distance way, please reach out to the 
director of your group. If you are new to the area or church, please 
feel free to reach out to the music coordinator, Mary Jane Adams, 
mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com.

The directors of the groups are:
Handbells
Nancy Monical, nmonicalks@gmail.com
Kathy Leonard, kantink@ksu.edu
Vocal choirs
Amy Rosine, arosine@ksu.edu
Mary Jane Adams, mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com
Praise Band
Adam Inman, adampmi@hotmail.com
Orchestras
Adult - Jeff Ward, jward@ksu.edu
Youth - Haley Schwartz, fumcyo@gmail.com

We welcome Haley Schwartz as the new Youth 
Orchestra director. She is excited about working 
with the Youth Orchestra and trying to find ways 
during this pandemic to get acquainted with the 
youth that have been a part of, or would like to be a 
part of, the Youth Orchestra. Feel free to email Haley 
and introduce yourself as this fall semester begins.
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How goes it with
your soul?!

These are challenging times. Don't try to

"go it alone." Join a group, reach out to a

friend, open your Bible, start something

new!

"Never believe that a few caring people can't

change the world." - Margaret Mead

FUMC :  FALL  CARE  & GROWTH  EFFORTS

Email mnord@fumcmanhattan.com with

ideas, questions or to get involved.
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Fall Care
 - Fellowship, Care & Study Groups: Meet,

in person, outdoors, virtually by your

preference.

 - FUMC Pen Pals: You'll be paired with a

new pal to "snail mail" with!

- Phone Buddies: You'll check-in weekly

with a "phony" new friend!

 - Ghost of John Wesley Volunteer: You'll

be tasked to drop-off special, secret gifts

to members in need of a pick-me-up.

 - Stephen Ministry - You'll be paired with

a skilled volunteer trained to be a spiritual

support and listening ear.

  - Introduction to the Bible Course: In

times of trial, the bible and a learning

opportunity can be just what we need! 

Email mnord@fumcmanhattan.com or sign-up on

the website at fumcmanhattan.com

OPEN  TO  ALL!
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“Toxic political dialogue, hate-filled rants 
on social media, and agenda-driven news 
stories have become the new norm. It’s 
exhausting, and it’s too much. 

In I Think You’re Wrong (But I’m Listening), 
two working moms from opposite ends 
of the political spectrum contend that 
there is a better way. We can choose 
to respect the dignity of every person, 
choose to recognize that issues are 
nuanced and can’t be reduced to political 
talking points, choose to listen in order 
to understand, choose gentleness and 
patience. Offering principles, insights, 
and practical tools they have learned 

hosting their fast growing podcast Pantsuit Politics, Sarah from the left 
and Beth from the right show us that, impossible as it might seem, we 
truly can have calm, grace-filled conversations with one another- by 
putting relationship before policy and understanding before argument.” 

Join Pastor Sarah for a chance to talk faith and politics as we read 
this book together (virtually, of course) over the weeks leading up to 
November’s Election Day. Email Pastor Sarah, 
smarsh@fumcmanhattan.com, for a Zoom link prior to the start of the 
book group on Wednesday, September 16 at 7:00 pm. All are welcome. 
Please bring your passion, your patience, and your political views each 
Wednesday evening for ten weeks. Contact Pastor Sarah to make 
arrangements to get your book today.

The FUMC Voter to Voter Team is 
preparing now to build momentum 
for the General Election! This fall, 
you are invited to stretch your 
faith into action by reaching out 
to help friends, family, and fellow 
church members rock the vote this 
November. Utilizing training and 
tools provided through The Voter 

Network (thevoternetwork.org), 
our church is partnering with 
groups across Kansas in this non-
partisan effort to increase voter 
turnout. Email Pastor Sarah, 
smarsh@fumcmanhattan.com, to 
get signed up to join the team by 
September 30.
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      YOUTH  FALL  ACTIVIES 
 
 High School Bible Study 
 Thursday Nights, 7pm, Zoom    

          
 

Contact Cathlene at youth@fucmmanhattan.com for Zoom information or questions 

 

 
 

Youth Group on Zoom 
Tuesday Nights, 7pm 

- Games 
- Devotionals 
- Conversation 

 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT
Weekly Family Devotionals 
Zoom check-ins with Mrs. Courtney
Contact Courtney at children@fumcmanhattan.com 
for more information.

Young United 
Methodists for 
4th, 5th, and 6th 
graders is coming 
back in some form 
- stay tuned!

THREE VIRTUAL MEETINGS
Thursday, September 17
Thursday, October 15

Thursday, November 19 
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THE FIT CLOSET AND CLOTHING EXCHANGE
Donations
The Riley County Health Department 
recommends that we “quarantine” donations for 
24 hours prior to handling/processing. The FIT 
Closet simply does not have the space to allow for 
that. Therefore, ALL DONATIONS are being 
directed to our off-site donation drop-off location 
at the USD 383 Maintenance Shop, 2031 
Casement Road. They are open 7:00 am-4:00 pm 
Monday through Friday. No donations will be 
accepted at the FIT Closet.

Volunteers
If you’re interested in joining the FIT Closet 
volunteer team, we currently have some openings 
on our Friday “sorting only” shifts (9:00 am-
noon and 1:00-4:00 pm). These volunteers work 
solely on processing donated items. If there’s 
enough interest, another “sorting only” shift may 
be added mid-week (1:00-4:00 pm on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and/or Thursday). Please email Tracy 
Emery, FIT Closet Coordinator, if you have 
questions or are interested in learning more. Her 
email is fitcloset383@gmail.com.

A new Getting Ahead class is starting again via 
Zoom twice a week for an hour at lunch time. A 
great group of three new Leaders are participating 
and will be matched with Allies in mid-
September. Allies will be needed soon to match 
and develop a supportive relationship with a new 
Leader. Let Jayme, director.thriveflinthills@gmail.
com, know if you are interested.

Tutoring will be offered through ZOOM to 
Thrive! children needing help in individual 
subjects. Please let Susan, youth.thriveflinthills@
gmail.com, know if you would be willing to tutor 
certain subjects or help students learning to read. 
This would be a great way to volunteer safely 
during the pandemic. 

FUMC supports Thrive in many ways and we 
thank you again. Don’t forget to “like” us on our 
Facebook page and see our new updated website 
at www.thriveflinthills.com for the many ways 
you can support Thrive!


