
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28 for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15 of every month. 
If you have items for the congregation, 
please send them to Deanna Likes, 
Communications Coordinator, via the 
website under “Monthly Newsletter”

When the newsletter is available you will 
receive a notification via email with a link 
to our website. If you prefer to receive a 
paper copy in the mail, please contact the 
office at 785-776-8821. If you have items for 
the bulletin, website, or Sunday morning 
worship screens, those should also be sent 
to Deanna.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
10:30 am - Worship live on our 
website or Facebook. Replays will be 
available on both sites.

11:30 am - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 
1350 AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM

CHURCH CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE
The church office and buildings will 
remain closed until we believe it is 
safe and appropriate to reopen. The 
office and staff are still checking 
email and phone messages.
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The question I hear most often is “When do you think we will be able 
to come back to worship?” Actually, I lied, the most common question 
I am asked is, “Do you think K-State will play football in the fall?” My 
answer to that question is, I sure hope so. I have a hard time imagining 
a fall without football. However, I have no voice in that decision. I do 
have a voice in the conversation related to opening the Sanctuary for 
worship on Sundays.

The answer to the question on worship is simple, “When we believe it 
is safe to gather with the least amount of risk to spread the coronavirus 
in our community.” We have been working on plans for weeks 
now, but every time we think we have a solution, we receive new 
information on the spread of the virus. The most recent information 
is on the danger of group singing. Singing projects the most droplets 
into the air that can drift around a Sanctuary. I cannot imagine 
worship without singing.

I am grateful for the technology at FUMC that allows us to worship 
virtually each week. It is not the same as coming together as the body 
of Christ, but it does help us stay connected. This may be our new 
normal for another month or another six months. We are not going 
to rush back to church. As much as I miss seeing everyone, I would 
be devastated if someone caught the coronavirus and died because we 
held worship. I love you too much to take that risk.

In the meantime, we will do everything we can to 
stay connected. Please stay safe out there. There will 
be a day when we come back together and it will be 
full of rejoicing.

Peace,

Barry
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Services will continue on our website and Facebook live at 
10:30 am. The video will remain on our Facebook page if 
you are not able to watch live and will also be posted on 
our website. Or, listen at 11:30 am on KMAN 1350 AM, 
93.3 or 97.3 FM. Each week we will alternate between 
traditional and contemporary music.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Floral arrangements enhance our worship service by 
reminding us of the beauty of God’s creation. If you would 
like to contribute an arrangement for a Sunday service, 
in memory or in honor of someone, there are still dates 
available. Contact Judy at jpadgett@fumcmanhattan.com 
to handle the details.

FOLLOW UP TO CHOIR ROBE PROJECT 
FROM RITA SMITH
The success of our choir robe project would not have been 
possible without help from other church members. Those 
who helped me with sewing the robes included Judine 
Mesceri, Melissa Neville, and Barb Wright. They have also 
been sewing cloth face masks. “Hero” tags for the robes 
were created by Jane Kim. Mike Smith, Gantt, Solveig, and 
Segen Chase helped me with moving the robes, sorting, 
organizing, and delivering them to clinics. My heartfelt 
thanks to each of them!

After reading the article in our conference newsletter, a 
member from St. Paul’s UMC in Omaha, NE contacted me 
for information. She is now re-purposing their 50 old choir 
robes into reusable protective gowns as well - an extra bonus.

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT UPDATE
Thursday and Friday, August 6 and 7
Due to COVID-19 the GLS will not be held at the K-State 
Union this year. However, the live stream will be available 
for personal or group viewing for those who are interested. 
If you are not already registered email Pastor Melanie, 
mnord@fumcmanhattn.com. More information and 
specifics on how to view the content will be shared as we 
get closer to the date of the GLS.

COMMUNITY DINNERS
FUMC hosts meals on Wednesday and Saturday at 6:00 pm 
for anyone in the community. Until further notice, meals 
will be to-go only. Contact Ryan Likes with questions at 
kitchen@fumcmanhattan.com.

VIRTUAL VBS
Thursdays, July 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30
It will be different, but it will 
still be Vacation Bible School! 
Children’s Ministry Director, 
Courtney Fellers, and her team 
are working hard to bring 
this to the children of our 
congregation and community. 

There will be no cost for families. Packet Pick-Up is 
Sunday, June 28 between 1:00 and 3:00 pm in the church 
parking lot. More information will be given soon.

GIVING TO FUMC
There are several ways to give to the church

1. Mail your check to the church. Mail is being   
 delivered and picked up daily.

2. You can text 785-329-0382. Put the $ (dollar sign)  
 then the amount you want to donate. Registration   
 information will appear. Enter your information, 
 then click “process.”

3. Download the ‘GivePlus Church’ app to set one-time  
 or recurring donations. You can manage and view   
 your giving from here.

4. Online giving is available through our website. Click  
 on the “Giving” tab and scroll to the “on-line” giving  
 picture and follow the instructions listed.

5. Automatic Withdrawal (ACH) is available for anyone 
 who would like to set it up through the church office.  
 It is a free service provided by our bank.

For more information about all giving, contact 
Mary Jane Adams in the church office, 785-776-8821, 
mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com.

FUMC PRESCHOOL AND CHILDREN’S DAY OUT
Enrollment for the 2020-2021 School Year Is Happening Now!
Children’s Day Out is offered for toddlers 12 months- 
3 years old and Preschool classes are for 3-5 year olds. 
Our school term runs September-May.

Go to fumcmanhattan.com/preschoolcdo for class 
times or contact Director, Lindsay Kinsinger at 
preschool@fumcmanhattan.com to request your 
enrollment packet.
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LOCAL DOCTOR & FUMC MEMBER HELPS IN NEW YORK
Dr. Steve Short has never been one to take it easy with his 
medical practice. “I’ve always been a busy doctor and that 
was probably part of my desire to go to New York, I just 
couldn’t stand sitting around.” A Partner at Inspire ENT & 
Pulmonary, Short is board certified in pulmonary, critical 
care, internal medicine, and sleep medicine. He also has 
several outreach clinics around Kansas and travels to those 
frequently.

Steve and his wife Whitney have lived in Manhattan and 
been members of FUMC since 1995. They also have three 
adult children.

Short, the son of a United Methodist Minister, considered 
becoming a pastor himself, but decided there was a certain 
kind of ministry in medicine as well. “I do that, not just 
being a doctor, but being a spiritual giver of my faith, I 
think it’s been a good mix of both, caring for people in 
both ways.” He says he had mentors in life he admired who 
were doctors of care and compassion and that’s the way he 
wanted to express his career.

Dr. Short’s decision to go to New York wasn’t a difficult 
one for him. He says the first part of March he had gone to 
Denver and was overwhelmed by the anxiety of the virus 
there but didn’t really experience that here in Manhattan. 
“I didn’t see the numbers here growing and I felt a strong 
need to be involved in a way that had meaning, somewhat 
of a calling you might say.” That’s when he received an 
email with the urgent request asking for volunteers who 
would be willing to help with the pandemic response. 
His decision wasn’t quite as easy for his family to handle, 
however. “I put my name in the hat, and then I told my 
wife and then I told my children and they were all like, 
‘why would you do that,’ yet at the same time, I think 
they knew my heart.” After receiving licensure to practice 
medicine in New York, he was ready to go.

When Steve left on Easter, Sunday, April 12, he was 
thinking he would be there for five days. “I was expecting 
to be a temporary relief of other people having my same 
skills and profession and I found out I was the only 
one.” He was placed in a public hospital in the middle of 
Brooklyn, in a very impoverished area. It was a hospital 
for acute care, but there were not any specialists in the 
hospital. He ended up staying until Sunday, April 26. After 
the first week, more critical care doctors came, but none of 
them were pulmonary doctors.

The reality of what he was faced was overwhelming. The 
entire hospital had been transformed from one Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) to nine housing all COVID-19 patients 
with 100 ventilators. Dr. Short found himself in charge. “I 
was the medical director of the ICU, basically guided the 
care plan.” Daily there were new patients and many deaths. 
The separation of families not allowed in to see their loved 
ones before they passed was especially hard for him. “My 
passion is the spiritual side of medicine and interacting and 
I felt compelled to call all families and try to interact and 
we ended up trying to get people in to see people, even if 
it was just one family member, just so they could have that 
moment.” Even in the face of so much death Dr. Short said 
they were able to save a fair number of people, “and there’s 
a lot of joy in that.” By the time he left the constant calls of 
code blue had slowed down which gave him hope that the 
hospital was on the other side of the peak of the crisis.

Dr. Short acknowledged the feelings of anxiety for 
himself and his family before and during his trip. “There 
are stories of death, workers like me at my age going in 
and unfortunately getting the virus and not surviving.” 
Although the anxiety never went away, he said he just had 
to put it in the back of his mind while he was there. Now 
that he is home and his quarantine period is finished he 
is able to reflect. “It’s comforting to know I didn’t get sick 
and it was all worthwhile and worth the effort.”

The constant that got Short and his family through this 
time is his faith. “I think my faith was the core of my 
existence in both going and having a strong belief that it’s 
not just the medicine, it is the faith, it is the sharing of 
yourself. I think my day to day existence is kind of geared 
that way, but when you’re in a stressful mode like this, it 
comes out of your creases and becomes more manifest and 
more appreciated. I can’t say enough about my faith and 
my strength that comes from that.”

There is one thing he hopes we all realize through this 
situation. “I think the importance of my experience with 
the separation of families and loved ones, especially in New 
York, it was so hard to see death and struggling without 
the ability to be present and hug and that even carries here 
when we’re isolating and can’t see our families and were put 
in situations where we can’t have relationships. I think it’s 
really putting forward the reality of what relationship really 
means and how important it is. I pray that we’re going 
to get through this strong and hopefully appreciate that 
relationship is part of who we really are and thank God 
that we have it.”
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 Kitchen Restore  
Mission: A community donation initiative to provide gently used or new household 
kitchen tools, starter kits, and equipment to individuals and families. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?     Donate and challenge others to do the same! 
WHY? More than 100 Riley County families need starter kitchen items to cook at home.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
                      http://www.flinthillswellness.org/nutrition-workgroup.cfm 

 

Kitchen Restore 
an initiative of the 

Food and Farm Council of 
Riley County and City of Manhattan 

APRIL 2020 

TO DONATE ITEMS: 
   All drop off sites 

currently closed due to 
Covid-19 however…. 

 
We have more families in need 
than ever before so please, reduce, 
reuse, and recycle!   
 
Donate to Kitchen Restore today! 
 
To donate kitchen items, contact the following 
to arrange for drop off or pickup! 
 
 Sharon Davis  
 785-539-7044  
 hbadavis@gmail.com 
 
 Megan Dougherty 
 785-537-6350    
 mcdough92@ksu.edu 
 

Items we can accept: 
 
• Working small electrical appliances: microwave 

ovens, griddles, skillets, slow cookers, hand mixers 
(include use guides if available) 

• Stove top cookware:  Dutch ovens, small and large 
saucepans, soup pots  

• Oven bake ware:  bread pans, cookie sheet pans, 9x13 
and square pans, casserole baking dishes, pie pans, 
pizza pans 

• Mixing bowls 
• Colanders 
• Mixing and serving spoons, spatulas, ladles 
• Measuring tools – dry cups, liquid cups, measuring 

spoons 
• Handheld can openers 
• Knives-- utility, paring, bread and serrated slicing 
• Storage containers and lids 
• Cutting boards (prefer new)  
• Potholders/Dish towels 
• NO single use wares, please 
 

    THREE WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE: 
1. Donate gently used or new household kitchen tools 

and equipment 
  

2. Cash donation (checks can be written to Riley County 
Health Department, 2030 Tecumseh Rd Manhattan, 
KS 66502.  Memo: FFC/ Kitchen Restore) Kits cost 
$100. Any donation welcome, small or large!! 
 

3. Donate an operating space in Manhattan for Kitchen 
Restore to store items and assemble kits  
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Thrive! continues to innovate, provide support and 
encouragement to our Leaders to cope in this time of 
COVID-19. The Tuesday night ZOOM meeting for 
Leaders, Allies and Staff has been changed to 8:00-9:00 pm 
to allow Leaders time to get their children to bed before the 
meeting starts. This has worked well and all but one Leader 
is able to participate now. This meeting also includes 
break-out times for the matched Allies and Leaders to 
meet together as a team. This has been a favorite part for 
all those involved and has brought everyone participating 
closer. Coach Tana is already thinking about how this can 
be incorporated into meeting format at the Harris Activity 
Center. Tana usually also talks to Leaders mid-week by 
Facebook, ZOOM, text or phone - whatever is the easiest 
way for them to communicate.

Susan has good participation in online ZOOM time with 
the leaders’ kids on Wednesday nights. She uses STEM 
activities during this hour. Just one of them had kids 
building elevators from dowel rods. Susan also contacts 
parents each week at home delivering learning/activity 
packets and just seeing how they are doing. They all 
have internet capability thanks to Susan. She is currently 
working on activities for the summer. 

Thrive’s biggest need now is financial. At the time of this 
writing, an Online Auction with over 80 items is ongoing 
and a Trivia Night is planned. Thrive’s board of directors 
is focused on fundraising as many previous resources 
have decreased due to the pandemic. Anyone wishing to 
donate personally or through a business or collaborate on 
a fundraiser would be welcomed. The FUMC continues to 
support Thrive! in many ways and we thank you all. 

Please let Jayme, director.thriveflinthills@gmail.com 
or 877-376-0032, know if you have any questions or 
concerns. We are living in a strange new world and will 
do our best to keep our Thrive! community strong during 
these challenging times.

Debbie Evangelidis, Thrive! Newsletter Contributor

Thrive! Staff:
• Executive Director - Jayme Morris-Hardeman

• Youth and Resource Development - Susan Wendland

• Coach - Tana Warner

FIT CLOSET AND CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
With the health of our registered families, volunteers, 
and donors at the forefront of our minds, along with the 
desire to return to full operations when the new school 
year begins, we have made the difficult decision to keep 
the FIT Closet closed through the summer months of June 
and July. This means we will not be open for shopping or 
donation drop-offs until (hopefully) August. An August 
reopening is still very much up in the air (as so many 
things are these days). As they become available, updates 
will be posted to the website (www.fitcloset.org) and 
Facebook page (USD 383 FIT Closet).

Mark your calendars for Saturday, July 18. That’s the 
date for our annual Stuff the Bus event in front of the 
Manhattan Wal-Mart. We are working to ensure this event 
follows any and all social/physical distancing restrictions 
that may be in place at that time.

Interested in joining the FIT Closet team in the fall? Please 
contact Tracy Emery at fitcloset383@gmail.com. Regular, 
weekly shifts will begin - hopefully - on August 3. Those 
shifts are: 

Mondays: 9:00 am-noon

Wednesdays: 9:00 am-noon & 6:00-8:00 pm

Thursdays: 9:00 am-noon & 3:00-5:30pm

More Information
For the most up-to-date information, visit our website: 
www.fitcloset.org, or Facebook page: USD 383 FIT Closet.

Tracy Emery, Coordinator

USD 383 FIT Closet and Clothing Exchange

1609 College Ave. (white house behind College Avenue 
United Methodist Church)

785-320-6750 I fitcloset383@gmail.com
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