
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28 for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15 of every month. 
If you have items for the congregation, 
please send them to Deanna Likes, 
Communications Coordinator, via the 
website under “Monthly Newsletter”

When the newsletter is available you will 
receive a notification via email with a link 
to our website. If you prefer to receive a 
paper copy in the mail, please contact the 
office at 785-776-8821. If you have items for 
the bulletin, website, or Sunday morning 
worship screens, those should also be sent 
to Deanna.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
10:30 am - Worship live on our 
website or Facebook. Replays will be 
available on both sites.

11:30 am - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 
1350 AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
9:15 am-noon
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I think the first time I really discovered a love for the Bible was in 
Junior High. I had a Sunday school teacher name Dean Hinshaw. 
Every week he would have us read the stories found in I and II Samuel 
and I and II Kings. That may not sound exciting to you, but they are 
great adventures that appealed to my teenage boyish mind. It was just 
the beginning of a lifetime of Bible reading and study that has shaped 
my life.

In Paul’s second letter to Timothy he writes, “All Scripture is inspired 
by God.” The author actually creates a new word in the sentence 
which we translate “inspired.” It literally means “God breathes out.” 
The language is rooted in the imagery of the divine breath that like the 
wind, blows wherever it pleases. It is that mysterious Spirit of God that 
intersects with our spirit through a collection of stories found in our 
scriptures.

In January we will begin a new sermon series and a book study (led 
by Pastor Sarah) to help us better understand our scriptures and how 
they are meant to be read. It is based on a book by Rachel Held Evans 
titled “Inspired.” We will journey through eight different types of 
stories found in our scriptures. What we will discover is that the Bible 
is a living, breathing, captivating and confounding book that has the 
power to inspire and change our lives and possibly the world. I invite 
you to join us beginning January 3rd as we become “Inspired.”

Grace and Peace,

Barry
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Services will continue on our website and Facebook live at 
10:30 am. The video will remain on our Facebook page if 
you are not able to watch live and will also be posted on 
our website. Or, listen at 11:30 am on KMAN 1350 AM, 
93.3 or 97.3 FM. Each week we will alternate between 
traditional and contemporary music.

FIRST SUNDAY COMMUNION
January 3; 9:00, 9:30, or 10:00 am; Church Courtyard
Communion is an important sacrament that connects 
us to God and each other. A short liturgy will be shared 
to consecrate the elements. Please wear a mask and stay 
in family groups. Each person will receive individually 
packaged bread and juice.

GIVING TO FUMC
There are several ways to give to the church

1. Mail your check to the church. Mail is being   
 delivered and picked up daily.

2. You can text 785-329-0382. Put the $ (dollar sign)  
 then the amount you want to donate. Registration   
 information will appear. Enter your information, 
 then click “process.”

3. Download the ‘GivePlus Church’ app to set one-time  
 or recurring donations. You can manage and view   
 your giving from here.

4. Online giving is available through our website. Click  
 on the “Giving” tab and scroll to the “on-line” giving  
 picture and follow the instructions listed.

5. Automatic Withdrawal (ACH) is available for anyone 
 who would like to set it up through the church office.  
 It is a free service provided by our bank.

For more information about all giving, contact 
Mary Jane Adams in the church office, 785-776-8821, 
mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com.

2021 CALENDARS
If you have extra or unwanted 2021 calendars, please 
consider donating them to FUMC. Please contact Judy at 
jpadgett@fumcmanhattan.com or call the office to make 
arrangements for delivery to the church. Thank you.

DOWNTOWN PUNCH CARD CHALLENGE
There is still time to participate and support our local 
downtown establishments. Please see our website for more 
information and official rules.

THE UPPER ROOM AVAILABLE
The January/February issue of The Upper Room is 
available. If you would normally pick up a copy when you 
come to church, email mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com or 
jpadgett@fumcmanhattan.com or call the church and leave 
a message and we will put one in the mail to you. You can 
also pick one up during office hours - Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday, 9:15 am-noon.

If you, or someone in your 
family, has a baby, please tell 
the church by emailing 
fumc@fumcmanhattan.com, 
or calling 785-776-8821. 

We want to celebrate with you, and keep our records up to 
date. We have a ministry at the church to reach out to new 
parents and provide them with a baby blanket. We also 
provide a rose for the altar, if requested.

GET SOCIAL WITH US
Jesus said follow me... and now we ask the same of you! 
If you are on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram, make sure 
you “like” and “follow” us on these platforms. Find us on 
Facebook at First United Methodist Church of Manhattan, 
KS. We are @fumcmhk on Twitter and fumcmhk on 
Instagram. 



January 2021

/// CONGREGATIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

Four Week “Safe People Course” with Pastor Melanie Begins February 

Registration Deadline: Monday, January 25th 

I look forward to studying my favorite relationship book with you!  This 
must-read from the authors of the best-selling book “Boundaries” helps 
us figure out how to surround ourselves with safe people – whether it be 
in the workplace, friendship realm or romantic connections.  Sometimes 
we find unsafe people in our lives that we cannot avoid. We’ll look at how 
we can protect our well-being while we’re with unsafe people. This 
practical study will combine faith, relationships and examining our own 
habits.  

We’ll meet via zoom for four weeks.  Cost of the book is $15. Scholarships 
available. A meeting day/time will be determined via class survey.   

 

“I Love to Tell the Story” Old Testament Bible Course with Pastor Melanie February – April 

Registration Deadline: Monday, January 25th 

The Old Testament (OT) is hard to study. Some of the sections can be 
downright impossible to get through without scratching our heads or 
visiting Wikipedia. Yet, in our OT we find some beautiful, powerful, life-
changing stories. Join me as we look through four beloved OT books that 
take on a narrative form: 

1. Ruth 
2. Esther 
3. Jonah 
4. Job 

We’ll take two weeks to carefully and thoroughly review each book – resulting in a nine-week study. 
There will be no curriculum or required reading beyond our Bibles.  We’ll meet via Zoom and a meeting 
date/time will be determined via a class survey.  

 

FFUUMMCC    RROOCCKK    GGAARRDDEENN  

Help us bring our members and the community 
together while spreading cheer, kindness, and

God’s love.  Our new garden will be located on the 
west side of the church between the building and parking lot.  

Help us fill the garden with YOUR love!  

Here’s how it works:   

• Take a rock

• Paint the rock

• Return the rock

Hints for painting:
• Use oil based paint

• or cover with clear polyurethane spray or Mod Podge
so your creation won’t weather away.  

Questions? Contact Cathlene at chiggins@fumcmanhattan.com or call 785-776-8821 
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WINTER FAITH &

FILM NIGHTS

F I R S T  U M C  P R E S E N T S . . .

J A N U A R Y  -  F E B R U A R Y  O N  Z O O M

F I N D I N G  O U R  F A I T H  I N  F I L M

Please watch the movie on your own or as a family anytime

before the one-hour zoom discussion. 
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SCHEDULE:

Sunday January 17th 4:30pm SELMA

 - email Pastor Sarah (smarsh@fumcmanhattan.com) for

the ZOOM link

Sunday January 24th 6pm BLACK PANTHER

 - Email Jeff Cunningham (youth@fumcmanhattan.com)

for the ZOOM link.

Tuesday February 2nd 8-9pm BABADOOK* 

*this movie is Rated-R and discussion will revolve

around themes of loss, mental health & grief

 - Email Pastor Melanie (mnord@fumcmanhattan,com)

for the ZOOM link.

If our first three movie night are a success, Pastor Barry

will close the series with a second February movie choice.
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COMMUNITY DINNERS
FUMC hosts meals on Wednesday and 
Saturday at 6:00 pm for anyone in the 
community. Until further notice, meals will 
be to-go only. Donations are also being 

accepted for the community meals.

Common Table sponsors an evening meal every day of 
the week in the downtown area. Some sites also provide a 
breakfast or sack lunch for the next day.

If you, or someone you know, need a meal or other type of 
assistance, visit our website for a list of resources available, 
including the sites for community meals. Please keep in 
mind some agencies are making adjustments, so it is best to 
call or visit their respective websites first.

If you have questions, please contact Ryan Likes, Kitchen 
Coordinator, kitchen@fumcmanhattan.com.

FLINT HILLS BREADBASKET FOOD DRIVE THANK YOU
Thank you, on behalf of the Lydia 
Ministry, to all members of our 
Congregation who contributed food 
items to the Flint Hills Breadbasket 
during this special Thanksgiving and 

Christmas food drive. You assisted the Breadbasket in 
making this holiday season extra special for those folks 
served by the Breadbasket. 

FUMC contributed 532 pounds of food and $1,440 in 
monetary contributions to the Breadbasket. 

This food drive was a major project of our church during 
this fall and your response is sincerely appreciated. 

THANK YOU!

As we begin 2021, the UMW Board wishes to sincerely 
thank members of our Church family and others who 
have responded to our appeals for contributions needed 
to assist in replacing funds normally raised through fund-
raising activities to meet our pledge to mission for women, 
children and youth. 

To date, we have received $760 toward the $1800 needed. 
Though still short, we are encouraged by your support. 

If you have not yet made a contribution to this timely need 
and would like to, please send your contribution to the 
Church Office, with a note on your envelope and/or check 
(or both): “UMW Mission.”

We thank you and will appreciate your consideration as we 
join in looking forward to the new year and opportunities 
to serve you through fund-raising activities.

FUMC United Methodist Women

FIT CLOSET AND CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
As we wrap up 2020 and begin 2021, we want to express 
our immense gratitude for your continued support of the 
FIT Closet and the amazing families we are privileged to 
serve. We simply could not continue our work without 
the incredible generosity of the Manhattan-Ogden 
communities (and beyond)!

In order to give the FIT Closet volunteers a well-
deserved and much needed break, the FIT Closet will be 
closed through Monday, January 18. During that time, 
please hold on to your donations and bring them to the 
Maintenance Shop (2031 Casement Road) again starting 
January 19. The only exception to this is winter coats, 
children’s winter clothes, or hygiene products (full-size 
shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, toilet paper). These can 
be taken to the Maintenance Shop at any time.

We need your help...please ensure that your clothing 
donation is clean and in top-notch condition and has been 
purchased and/or worn within the last two-three years. We 
truly desire to fill our racks and bins with clothing that is 
currently in style and would be proudly/enthusiastically 
worn by a USD 383 student.

More Information
For the most up-to-date information, visit our website: 
www.fitcloset.org, or Facebook page: USD 383 FIT Closet.

Tracy Emery, Coordinator

USD 383 FIT Closet and Clothing Exchange

785-320-6750 I fitcloset383@gmail.com
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The new year brings with it a fresh start. 2020 didn’t go as any of us 
had hoped or planned. Covid-19 disrupted so many things for us. 
As we begin 2021, we still have lots of uncertainty. When will the 
vaccine be widely available? When can we begin to meet in person? 
When will life feel normal again? We may not know the answer to 
those questions, but we can be sure that through all of challenges we 
will face in 2021 we will not have to face them alone. God is with 
us. That is the promise of Christmas, and that is something we can 
hold onto as we move into the new year.

Youth group will continue to meet via Zoom until further notice. 
Middle School youth will meet from 4:00-5:30 on Sundays, and 
Senior High youth will meet from 6:00-7:30. In January we will be 
looking at the foundations of faith and how we can best incorporate 
them into our busy lives. We will also be exploring the role that 
technology can play in faith development. I hope that you can come 
join us as we try to get a new start in a new year.

CONFIRMATION!
In late January we will be starting a Confirmation class for youth in 
7th grade or higher that have not gone through the class yet. We will 
be using the Colaborate curriculum from Sparkhouse. Class will be 
meeting virtually to begin, and hopefully will be able to move to in 
person classes in the early spring. A schedule for the classes will be 
determined by the participants. There will also be opportunities for 
church members to be Confirmation sponsors for the youth in the 
class. If you are interested in the class or becoming a sponsor, please 
let Jeff know by emailing him at youth@fumcmanhattan.com.

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Middle School Youth Group (7th-8th grade) 
 4:00-5:30 pm, Zoom

High School Youth Group (9th-12th grade)  
 6:00-7:30 pm, Zoom

Jeff Cunningham, 
Youth Director

youth@fumcmanhattan.com 
785-776-8821

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: 
@FUMCYouthMHK
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