
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28 for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15 of every month. 
If you have items for the congregation, 
please send them to Deanna Likes, 
Communications Coordinator, via the 
website under “Monthly Newsletter”

When the newsletter is available you will 
receive a notification via email with a link 
to our website. If you prefer to receive a 
paper copy in the mail, please contact the 
office at 785-776-8821. If you have items for 
the bulletin, website, or Sunday morning 
worship screens, those should also be sent 
to Deanna.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
10:30 am - Worship live on our 
website or Facebook. Replays will be 
available on both sites.

11:30 am - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 
1350 AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM

CHURCH CLOSED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE
The church office and buildings will 
remain closed until we believe it is 
safe and appropriate to reopen. The 
office and staff are still checking 
email and phone messages.
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Most of us like routines. They help us feel comfortable, to anticipate 
what is coming next. The church has a routine or rhythm that 
we follow every year. It usually begins in the fall as people return 
from summer vacations. Attendance picks back up in worship the 
new programs or events are created. It really takes off in December 
with Advent and the celebration of Christmas. Soon after the 
first part of the year we begin Lent and our preparation for Easter 
Sunday. Following Easter, we celebrate end of the year events like 
Confirmation and Graduation. Summer arrives and we begin to slow 
down and prepare for another fall when we start all over again.
I have to be honest, I have really missed this routine in 2020. I suspect 
that I am not the only one. From the moment we suspended in-person 
worship last March I have felt out of rhythm (not difficult since I 
barely have an ounce of rhythm in my bones). We can adapt to a lack 
of routine for a short period, but four months later without an end in 
sight, is beginning to impact all of us.
This week as I was feeling particularly down, a good friend sent me 
a message I needed to hear. “Keep your chin up and let the Word 
of God guide you!” It was a simple phrase, but it reminded me of a 
scripture I learned many years ago. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust the 
Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” 
This year is not going to look like any other years. Our routines and 

rhythms are all out of whack. However, one thing 
remains constant. If we trust in God, God will lead 
us down the path that leads to new life. Invite you 
to trust in God as we walk the path together.

Peace,

Barry
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/// CONGREGATIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Services will continue on our website and Facebook live at 
10:30 am. The video will remain on our Facebook page if 
you are not able to watch live and will also be posted on 
our website. Or, listen at 11:30 am on KMAN 1350 AM, 
93.3 or 97.3 FM. Each week we will alternate between 
traditional and contemporary music.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Floral arrangements enhance our worship service by 
reminding us of the beauty of God’s creation. If you would 
like to contribute an arrangement for a Sunday service, 
in memory or in honor of someone, there are still dates 
available. Contact Judy at jpadgett@fumcmanhattan.com 
to handle the details.

GIVING TO FUMC
There are several ways to give to the church

1. Mail your check to the church. Mail is being   
 delivered and picked up daily.

2. You can text 785-329-0382. Put the $ (dollar sign)  
 then the amount you want to donate. Registration   
 information will appear. Enter your information, 
 then click “process.”

3. Download the ‘GivePlus Church’ app to set one-time  
 or recurring donations. You can manage and view   
 your giving from here.

4. Online giving is available through our website. Click  
 on the “Giving” tab and scroll to the “on-line” giving  
 picture and follow the instructions listed.

5. Automatic Withdrawal (ACH) is available for anyone 
 who would like to set it up through the church office.  
 It is a free service provided by our bank.

For more information about all giving, contact 
Mary Jane Adams in the church office, 785-776-8821, 
mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com.

THE UPPER ROOM AVAILABLE
The July/August issue of The Upper Room has arrived. 
If you would normally pick up a copy when you come 
to church, email mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com or 
jpadgett@fumcmanhattan.com or call the church and leave 
a message and we will put one in the mail to you.

Enrollment for the 2020-2021 School Year Is Happening Now!
Children’s Day Out is offered for toddlers 12 months- 
3 years old and Preschool classes are for 3-5 year olds. 
Our school term runs September-May.

Go to fumcmanhattan.com/preschoolcdo for class 
times or contact Director, Lindsay Kinsinger at 
preschool@fumcmanhattan.com to request your 
enrollment packet.

If you, or someone in your 
family, has a baby, please tell 
the church by emailing 
fumc@fumcmanhattan.com, 
or calling 785-776-8821. 

We want to celebrate with you, and keep our records up to 
date. We have a ministry at the church to reach out to new 
parents and provide them with a baby blanket. We also 
print these celebrations in our weekly prayer email and in 
the bulletin, and provide a rose for the altar, if requested.

William M. Bannister is the son of Grant and Stephanie 
Bannister. He was a National Speech and Debate Association 
All-American, Student Body Vice-President, three-time 
Speech and Debate National Qualifier, and ranked 7th in the 
nation in impromptu speaking by Business Professionals of 
America. He was a Homecoming Prince and King, and a Prom 
Prince. Will was also a UMC Council of Youth Ministries 
Co-President and earned his Eagle Scout. He is a Kassebaum 
Scholar, Dane G Hansen Religious Award winner, and Kansas 
Economics Scholarship Recipient. Will plans to pursue a 
quad-major at Kansas State University in Finance, Economics, 
Political Science, and Pre-Law with a minor in Leadership 
Studies.

Aubrie V. Achilles is the daughter of Chris and Aimee 
Achilles. She ran cross country for two years, was a member of 
the National Honor Society, Tribe, IPS (Interpersonal Skills), 
Spanish club, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes. She also 
danced on the Washington Dance Studio company for seven 
years. Aubrie will attend Washburn University in the fall and 
plans to major in nursing and would eventually like to work in 
a NICU.

COMMUNITY DINNERS
FUMC hosts meals on Wednesday and 
Saturday at 6:00 pm for anyone in the 
community. Until further notice, meals will 
be to-go only. Donations are also being 

accepted for the community meals.

Common Table sponsors an evening meal every day of 
the week in the downtown area. Some sites also provide a 
breakfast or sack lunch for the next day.

If you, or someone you know, need a meal or other type of 
assistance, visit our website for a list of resources available, 
including the sites for community meals. Please keep in 
mind some agencies are making adjustments, so it is best to 
call or visit their respective websites first.

If you have questions, please contact Ryan Likes, Kitchen 
Coordinator, kitchen@fumcmanhattan.com.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SENIORS!
My heart breaks that you did not end your senior year with formals, championship athletic seasons, senior trips, and 
a proper graduation. Through this COVID pandemic, we have all felt defeated and wanted to give up while the devil 
danced on his playground. But the good news is God has been at work every minute through this darkness. 
We are sleeping longer, reaching out to our friends and family, the environment is less polluted, and community spirit has 
increased. But there are amazing side effects that have happened to each of you:

• You have become more adaptive in ever-changing situations, so as you leave for college and find yourself unfamiliar 
and lost, you are ready to adapt to the unknown.

• Through the sudden change to online learning, you have become more independent learners at a faster pace making 
yourself stand out to professors and employers as the top candidates.

• And most importantly, you have learned to be strong through the storm. No matter what comes, you will be able to 
stand strong and be ready for what’s around the corner. 

So even though these celebrations aren’t traditional, this is still a joyous and memorable occasion because you are one of 
the most advanced classes to graduate for many years. My advice to each of you is stay strong and continue to persevere. 
Take this time to reflect on the labors of the past, the accomplishments of the present, and the possibilities of the future 
and remember God is working in the dark. Congratulations, Class of 2020!
Cathlene Higgins, Youth Director 
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Kamryn M. Bussmann is the daughter of Steve and Jennifer 
Bussmann. She played varsity golf for four years, placing 
19th at state her senior year. She was also a member of the 
girls’ soccer team for four years. Kamryn was a member of 
quill and scroll and worked on two yearbooks for MHS. 
Outside of MHS, she played club soccer, played in KJHA golf 
tournaments, and many other sports. Kamryn plans to attend 
the University of Arkansas to study psychology.

Madeline A. Crocker is the daughter of Matt and Taira 
Crocker. She was a four-year member of the Youth Impacting 
Community organization, a three-year member of the National 
Honors Society and Spanish Club, and one of the co-president 
elects for Tribe at MHS her senior year. She has received the 
Distinguished Scholar Scholarship from the University of 
Oklahoma and the Steel and Pipe Supply Scholarship from 
Steel and Pipe Supply. Madeline plans to attend the University 
of Oklahoma and hopes to earn dual degrees in Biochemistry 
and Spanish.

Alayna S. Girard is the daughter of Greg and Karla Girard. 
She was a member of Tribe and National Honor Society; 
completed the Distinguished Service Graduate Program; and 
was a member of the freshman basketball team, tennis team 
for three years and soccer team for four years (three-year 
varsity player). Alayna plans to attend Kansas State University 
and major in Interior Architecture and Product Design with a 
minor in Leadership Studies.

Hannah H. Higgins is the daughter of Eric and Cathlene 
Higgins. She was a member of STUCO for four years, the class 
president her freshman and sophomore years, and the student 
body president her senior year. Hannah was the Business 
Professionals of America Vice-President for two years, a 
member of the National Honors Society, and the Interpersonal 
Skills class. She was also a dancer with Washington Dance 
Studio. Hannah plans to attend Kansas State University, 
majoring in finance and accounting.

Tyler H. Higgins is the son of Eric and Cathlene Higgins. 
He was a member of the National Honor Society and Business 
Professionals of America. Tyler was on the honor roll every 
semester. He also played baseball, basketball, and football. 
Tyler plans to attend Kansas State University and study 
business.

Hunter J. Jones is the son of Taylor and Tiffany Jones. He 
graduated with honors, played on the MHS baseball team, 
and was a member of the National Honor Society. Hunter 
plans to attend Kansas State University.
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Tate M. Sauder is the son of Brady and Christine Sauder. 
He was a four-time state placer in 6A wrestling, three-time 
Centennial League champion, and on the 1st team all-
academic team. He broke the school wrestling record for 
most career pins and was recognized as the KMAN/Pfeifley 
Jewelers/K-State Credit Union Athlete of the Month. Tate 
plans to attend Kansas State University and study business.

Colton C. Sullivan is the son of Angela and Mark Davied. 
He played basketball and baseball all four years of high 
school, played Powderpuff football, and was a member of 
summer traveling baseball with American Legion, Barn, and 
Next Level. He was also on the honor roll and participated in 
Boys State. Colton plans to go to Northwest Missouri State 
University and major in sports management.

Stephen P. West is the son of Kevin S. West and Alyn 
Pennington West. He was an MHS Honor Graduate and 
National Merit Commended Scholar. Stephen was a member 
of the Big Blue Marching Band and Wind Ensemble 9th-
12th grades and the Blue Notes Jazz Ensemble 10th-12th 
grades. He earned his Eagle Scout with Troop 75. He received 
scholarships from the University of Minnesota, University 
of Kansas, University of Colorado-Boulder, and Fort Riley 
Combined Scholarship Fund. Stephen plans to attend the 
University of Colorado-Boulder to study aerospace engineering 
and march with the Golden Buffalo Marching Band.

/// MISSION MOMENTS

FIT CLOSET AND CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
The FIT Closet is hoping to reopen to shoppers on 
Monday, August 3. 

In light of COVID-19 and our desire to keep our 
shoppers, donors, and volunteers safe, we’ve had to make 
some significant changes to the way we operate. These are 
some of the highlights:

• NO DONATIONS will be accepted at our 1609 
College Ave. location. Plans are in the works for an 
off-site facility where donations will be quarantined 
for 24 hours prior to handling by our team (Riley 
County Health Dept. recommendation). Once this site 
is operational, details will be posted to the FIT Closet 
Facebook page (USD 383 FIT Closet) and the website: 
fitcloset.org (under the Donations tab). 

• Face masks are mandatory inside the FIT Closet.

• Hand sanitizer use is mandatory upon entrance.

• In order to maintain the recommended 6-feet of 
physical distance, we are limiting the number of 
people in the building at one time to 5 (2 shoppers, 
3 volunteers). Therefore, shopping is moving to “by 
appointment only.” Shopping appointments will be 30 
minutes in length and must be scheduled in advance. 
One shopper per family unit will be admitted during 
the family’s shopping appointment (no children on-site). 

• A 15-minute cleaning period is scheduled after every 
appointment to allow volunteers to clean high-touch 
areas between shoppers.

We’re looking forward to being able to once again serve 
students in need within the Manhattan-Ogden community. 
Feel free to email Tracy Emery - FIT Closet Coordinator 
at fitcloset383@gmail.com with any questions or ideas. We 
would greatly appreciate your prayers for the safety and 
health of all who enter our doors.

We are in need of Spanish-fluent volunteers. If you’re 
interested in joining our team, please reach out to Tracy 
Emery, fitcloset383@gmail.com.

More Information
For the most up-to-date information, visit our website: 
www.fitcloset.org, or Facebook page: USD 383 FIT Closet.

Tracy Emery, Coordinator

USD 383 FIT Closet and Clothing Exchange_

785-320-6750 I fitcloset383@gmail.com

DILLONS COMMUNITY REWARDS
The Groceries for God program is linked directly to your 
Dillons Plus card you already use to get fuel points and 
take advantage of advertised specials. If you have not 
already done so, follow the steps below to complete the 
process. You only have to do this once, there is no need to 
re-enroll each year.

1. Go to www.dillons.com/communityrewards.
2. Create an Account including e-mail address - if you  
 do not have an e-mail address see instructions below.
3. Enter shopper card number or alternate ID# & last  
 name.
4. On Account summary screen scroll all the way down  
 to Community Rewards – click “enroll.”
5. Fill in personal information Enter MY114 –  
 You will then see  First UMC Groceries for God –  
 3208 Highland Circle.*
6. Click in the circle as this is our Groceries for God   
 program.
7. Click on Save, and you should get a note at the top of  
 the page indicating your sign up has been completed.

You will automatically start earning rewards for FUMC on 
qualifying purchases made using your Plus Shopper’s card! 
Items which do not qualify include fuel, postage, alcohol, 
tobacco, Kroger gift cards, and variable load gift cards. A 
full list is available on the Dillons website.

If you DO NOT have internet, but use this program, you 
will need to call 1-800-576-4377 and it will be #3 on the 
recorded menu. They will walk you through the process of 
signing up.

*3208 Highland Circle is Bob Sawyer’s address. 
Bob is the Groceries for God coordinator and this 
address is used just for communication on the program. 
No personal information is sent to Bob.
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/// MISSION MOMENTS

Two of our Leaders completed their time with Thrive! and 
graduated on June 9. Congratulations to Jen and Stephanie 
on all the progress they have made. You both have added so 
much to our Thrive! community.

Quotes from each of them:

“Thrive! was more than what I thought it would be. I 
helped with fundraising, which got me out of my comfort 
zone. It was good to do something new.” Jen

“I’ve grown a lot and it’s great to not be as stressed. My 
boys have made so many friends.” Stephanie

As you can see from the above quotes Thrive! continues to 
innovate, and provide support and encouragement for our 
Leaders in these challenging times of our “new normal”. 
The Tuesday night ZOOM meetings for Leaders, Allies 
and Staff continues every other week. In July we started 
meeting at the park with masks and social distancing two 
times per month. It was wonderful to be face-to-face again! 
A big shout out to Mr. Goodscents and Vista for providing 
box meals at a discount for these small team meetings. 

Susan and Tana deliver “Thinking of You” packages every 
other week to the leaders. In July they made movie night 
and baked goods baskets. Susan also delivered water toys 
to the Thrive families; she works twice per month through 
Zoom with approximately 17 children. The community 
garden plot is doing well. They began to harvest in July and 
deliver produce to the Thrive families! 

Thanks to all who participated either by donating or 
buying items during our May Online Auction! Due to 
its success, we are having another Online Auction from 
Saturday, August 1 through Saturday, August 8. Susan has 
contacted numerous small businesses in our area who are 
donating to this. Go to www.32auctions.com/Thrive0801 
to view and bid on items.

Online Trivia Nights are being continued one or two 
times per month. In July, there was an 80’s Trivia Night. 
To participate go to thriveflinthills.com and click on 
“Events” to sign up for August Trivia Nights. Each one 
has a different theme. It is an hour and a half of fun while 
supporting an essential LOCAL organization that helps 
individuals in poverty develop supportive relationships and 
learn new skills. A bargain at only $10.00 per person. 

FUMC continues to support Thrive in many ways and we 
thank you all. Don’t forget to “like” us on our Facebook 
page and check out our website thriveflinthills.com for 
the many ways you can give to Thrive! A new nine week 
“Getting Ahead” class via ZOOM started in July; this 
has four new leaders and about 10 more children. Please 
consider being an Ally and working one on one with a 
Leader. Think of it as a Big Brother/Sister to an adult who 
needs some support and encouragement. 

Please let Jayme, director.thriveflinthills@gmail.com 
or 877-376-0032, know if you have any questions or 
concerns. The staff is doing an amazing job of keeping our 
Thrive community strong! 

Debbie Evangelidis, Thrive! Newsletter Contributor

Thrive! Staff:
• Executive Director - Jayme Morris-Hardeman

• Youth and Resource Development - Susan Wendland

• Coach - Tana Warner

SHEPHERD’S CROSSING UPDATE
Shepherd’s Crossing is now open by appointment only on 
Tuesday 10:00 am-2:00 pm and Thursday 2:00-5:30 pm. 
Please call 785-776-1470 to set up an appointment. 
We look forward to being able to assist and help our 
community as they begin to navigate through the new 
normal. To help us help others, donate to Shepherd’s 
Crossing at http://www.shepherdscrossing.info.

/// MISSION MOMENTS

  

 Kitchen Restore  
Mission: A community donation initiative to provide gently used or new household 
kitchen tools, starter kits, and equipment to individuals and families. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?     Donate and challenge others to do the same! 
WHY? More than 100 Riley County families need starter kitchen items to cook at home.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 
                      http://www.flinthillswellness.org/nutrition-workgroup.cfm 

 

Kitchen Restore 
an initiative of the 

Food and Farm Council of 
Riley County and City of Manhattan 

APRIL 2020 

TO DONATE ITEMS: 
   All drop off sites 

currently closed due to 
Covid-19 however…. 

 
We have more families in need 
than ever before so please, reduce, 
reuse, and recycle!   
 
Donate to Kitchen Restore today! 
 
To donate kitchen items, contact the following 
to arrange for drop off or pickup! 
 
 Sharon Davis  
 785-539-7044  
 hbadavis@gmail.com 
 
 Megan Dougherty 
 785-537-6350    
 mcdough92@ksu.edu 
 

Items we can accept: 
 
• Working small electrical appliances: microwave 

ovens, griddles, skillets, slow cookers, hand mixers 
(include use guides if available) 

• Stove top cookware:  Dutch ovens, small and large 
saucepans, soup pots  

• Oven bake ware:  bread pans, cookie sheet pans, 9x13 
and square pans, casserole baking dishes, pie pans, 
pizza pans 

• Mixing bowls 
• Colanders 
• Mixing and serving spoons, spatulas, ladles 
• Measuring tools – dry cups, liquid cups, measuring 

spoons 
• Handheld can openers 
• Knives-- utility, paring, bread and serrated slicing 
• Storage containers and lids 
• Cutting boards (prefer new)  
• Potholders/Dish towels 
• NO single use wares, please 
 

    THREE WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE: 
1. Donate gently used or new household kitchen tools 

and equipment 
  

2. Cash donation (checks can be written to Riley County 
Health Department, 2030 Tecumseh Rd Manhattan, 
KS 66502.  Memo: FFC/ Kitchen Restore) Kits cost 
$100. Any donation welcome, small or large!! 
 

3. Donate an operating space in Manhattan for Kitchen 
Restore to store items and assemble kits  

                         
 

http://www.32auctions.com/Thrive0801
http://www.shepherdscrossing.info


Manhattan, Kansas
First United Methodist Church

612 Poyntz Avenue 
Manhattan, KS 66502-6041

Pastors: Barry Dundas, Sarah Marsh, Melanie Nord, Chelsea Shrack 
Editor: Deanna Likes

Return Service Requested

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MANHATTAN, KS
PERMIT NO. 46


