
The newsletter is published monthly on the 
28 for the following month. The deadline 
for submissions is the 15 of every month. 
If you have items for the congregation, 
please send them to Deanna Likes, 
Communications Coordinator, via the 
website under “Monthly Newsletter”

When the newsletter is available you will 
receive a notification via email with a link 
to our website. If you prefer to receive a 
paper copy in the mail, please contact the 
office at 785-776-8821. If you have items for 
the bulletin, website, or Sunday morning 
worship screens, those should also be sent 
to Deanna.

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
11:00 am - Traditional Worship Live on 
Facebook or on demand anytime

11:30 am - Radio Broadcast on KMAN 
1350 AM, 93.3 or 93.7 FM

Church Closed Until Further Notice
The church will remain closed 
until we believe it is safe and 
appropriate to reopen. The office 
and staff are still checking email 
and phone messages.
In addition to the Sunday 
morning worship options listed 
above, sermons will also continue 
to be posted on our website.
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This is not how I expected to spend my spring. I love March and 
April for many reasons. It is the season of Lent and Easter in the 
church, and even though it is a busy time, it is also the holiest time 
of the year. March and April are also about basketball tournaments 
and the beginning of baseball season. I love watching the games and I 
have attended Opening Day at Kauffman Stadium for over 20 years. 
Finally, every member of my family celebrates a birthday in March 
or April. It is amazing how quickly life can change. The COVID-19 
pandemic swept in and nothing seems the same.

There is an old quote often attributed to John Lennon (but probably 
not original to him) that says, “Life is what happens to you while 
you’re busy making other plans.” It is so true. Everyone of us had 
plans for this spring. It may have been a trip, a graduation ceremony, a 
wedding or some other major celebration. Now everything is on hold. 
Life is happening to us.

During this season of unexpected change, I am looking for something 
stable to hold on to, and I found it in a simple Bible verse. Jesus was 
asked what is the greatest commandment and he simply said, “Love 
the Lord your God with all you heart, and with all your soul and with 
all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” No matter what is 
happening all around us. We can still do those two things. It may look 
differently as we shelter at home and keep our social distance, but we 

can still love. I encourage you in this season to be 
intentional as you find ways to love God and your 
neighbor.

Peace,

Barry
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/// CONGREGATIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

CHURCH CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
The church office will remain closed until we believe it is 
safe and appropriate to reopen. The office and staff are still 
checking email and phone messages. You can call anytime 
at 785-776-8821.

Sunday morning worship services will continue on 
Facebook Live at 11:00 am. The video will remain on 
our Facebook page if you are not able to watch live. The 
sermon will continue to be posted on our website and you 
can also listen at 11:30 am on KMAN 1350 AM, 93.3 or 
97.3 FM.

BELLS CANCELED
It is with sad hearts we have come to the conclusion that 
we need to discontinue bells for the semester. We were so 
looking forward to sharing our music selections, knowing 
they were going to enhance the ministry of whatever 
particular Sunday morning they were scheduled. However, 
if someone came to rehearsal and didn’t realize they had 
this virus, they would infect the whole choir and feel really 
bad about it. The music will be here when we return. 
When we do, new ringers are always welcome! The bell 
handles have been sanitized, gloves have been washed, and 
the bells have been packed away. The empty tables made us 
think of the empty tomb. There is hope and life awaiting in 
unexpected places and in ways we would never dream.

Kathy Leonard & Nancy Monical 
FUMC Hand Bell Directors

FLINT HILLS DISTRICT SPRING MEETING CANCELED
This meeting of United Methodst Women scheduled for 
Saturday, April 25 at FUMC has been canceled.

FREE INCOME TAX SERVICES UPDATE
Due to COVID-19 the Senior Center is closed. AARP also 
has suspended the free income tax service for now. Those 
who had appointments will be called. The local AARP Tax-
Aide Coordinator will try to reconvene the service when 
the center reopens and threat of virus has passed.

The IRS also has extended the tax deadline this year. 
FUMC volunteers with the program will pass along 
information as it becomes available.

Preschool and Childrens Day Out Closed for Remainder of the 
2019-2020 School Year
The preschool board made the difficult decision to close 
for the remainder of the year. Please pray for our children, 
their families, and the preschool staff who are impacted by 
this decision.

Enrollment for the 2020-2021 School Year Is Happening Now!
Children’s Day Out is offered for toddlers 12 months- 
3 years old and Preschool classes are for 3-5 year olds. 
Our school term runs September-May.

Go to fumcmanhattan.com/preschoolcdo for class 
times or contact Director, Lindsay Kinsinger at 
preschool@fumcmanhattan.com to request your 
enrollment packet.

SPRING CLEANING OPORTUNITIES
As you find yourself spending more and more time at 
home, why not take this time to do some spring cleaning! 
There are multiple opportunities for you to clean your 
house and collect items you don’t need or aren’t using 
anymore.

For information on Markdown 4 Missions see page 9 of 
this newsletter. Please know the collection and sale dates 
are subject to change. This is a fundraiser for our youth 
who are going on the mission trip scheduled for June. 
For more information contact Cathlene Higgins, Youth 
Director, youth@fumcmanhattan.com.

Kitchen Restore is specifically colleting items to help 
people in setting up their kitchens. Please see page 6 for 
more specifics. Please hold onto these items until the 
church opens again.

Plus, Christmas will be here before we know it! Toys 
for Manhattan collects new and used toys all year for 
distribution at Christmas.

Contact Director Judy Padgett, 785-313-2013 or 
santalady2@cox.net with questions.
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GIVING TO FUMC
There are several ways to give to the church

1. Mail your check to the church. Mail is being   
 delivered daily.

2. You can text 785-329-0382. Put the $ (dollar sign)  
 then the amount you want to donate. Registration   
 information will appear. Enter your information, 
 then click “process.”

3. Download the ‘GivePlus Church’ app to set one-time  
 or recurring donations. You can manage and view   
 your giving from here.

4. Online giving is available through our website. Click  
 on the “Giving” tab and scroll to the “on-line” giving  
 picture and follow the instructions listed.

5. Automatic Withdrawal (ACH) is available for anyone 
 who would like to set it up through the church office.  
 It is a free service provided by our bank.

For more information about all giving, contact 
Mary Jane Adams in the church office, 785-776-8821, 
mjadams@fumcmanhattan.com.

GET SOCIAL WITH US
Jesus said follow me... and now we ask the same of you! 
If you are on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram, make sure 
you “like” and “follow” us on these platforms. Find us on 
Facebook at First United Methodist Church of Manhattan, 
KS. We are @fumcmhk on Twitter and fumcmhk on 
Instagram. Share our events and status updates when we 
post. Check in every time you come to church (not just 
Sunday mornings). If you take pictures or post at church, 
tag us in them. For all photos, status updates, and tweets, 
use the hashtag #fumcmhk. Look for specific hashtags for 
each week in the Sunday bulletin.

BIRTH IN YOUR FAMILY?
If you, or someone in your 
family, has a baby, please tell 
the church by emailing 
fumc@fumcmanhattan.com, 
or calling 785-776-8821. 

We want to celebrate with you, and keep our records up to 
date. We have a ministry at the church to reach out to new 
parents and provide them with a baby blanket. We also 
print these celebrations in our weekly prayer email and in 
the bulletin, and provide a rose for the altar, if requested.

STAY CONNECTED THROUGH MARCO POLO

The Marco Polo App makes it easy to meet and connect 
with your church family and others! Visit this link to 
learn more about the App prior to download: 
https://www.marcopolo.me/

Then, go to our website and sign up. Questions? Email 
Pastor Melanie, mnord@fumcmanhattan.com.

NEED HELP DURING THIS TIME?
Your church is here for you. If you cannot leave your house 
to get to the grocery store or pharmacy, email Pastor Sarah, 
smarsh@fumcmanhattan.com, and we will get you paired 
up with church volunteers who are ready to deliver the 
food and medicine you need to your doorstep.

WANT TO HELP THE PEOPLE OF MANHATTAN?

One way you can do that is to purchase gift cards to 
support local businesses through this time. If you buy those 
gift cards online at mhktogether.org, your purchase will 
be matched with a grocery gift card to those in Manhattan 
whose employment has been impacted by COVID-19.

/// CONGREGATIONAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

COMMUNITY DINNERS
FUMC hosts meals on Wednesday and 
Saturday at 6:00 pm for anyone in the 
community. Until further notice, meals will 
be to-go only. Common Table sponsors 

an evening meal every day of the week in the downtown 
area. Some sites also provide a breakfast or sack lunch for 
the next day. If you, or someone you know, need a meal 
or other type of assistance, visit our website for a list of 
resources available, including the sites for community 
meals. Please keep in mind some agencies are making 
adjustments, so it is best to call or visit their respective 
websites first. Donations are also being accepted.

If you have questions, please contact Ryan Likes, Kitchen 
Coordinator, kitchen@fumcmanhattan.com.
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At FUMC, we believe God calls our care to be more 
than congregational. We affirm that God’s love and 
attention is open and offered to all. We offer our services, 
volunteers, support groups, and pastors to anyone in the 
Manhattan area needing care or desiring to connect to 
Christ or grow in community.

What can the Community Care Team do you for? 
What can the Community Care Team do for your neighbor?

DEAR FUMC FRIENDS,
In the middle of March, I saw our town shut down before my eyes. As we did online worship only on March 15, we were 
unsure if this was a one or two-week plan. Then K-State canceled commencement ceremonies, my favorite restaurant 
went to offering to-go meals online, and my gym closed – just days after emailing that they had no intentions to ever 
limit their operations. These are strange times.

Congregational Care is important now more than ever, but I am going to need your help in the coming days and weeks.
Please let me know of your needs. This will help me learn what kind of care we should provide in this “new normal.” 
Reach out if you need care or support – and join me in caring for those you know and love within our church. With two 
small children out of school, I would be so happy to have your help in spread the love to our FUMC family!

PRAYER
I invite you to use our website prayer request form to stay in touch with our prayer team about the joys and concerns 
on your heart. You can find this on the home page. I hope to see 20+ prayer requests a week. Will you and your family 
commit to sharing your prayer needs with us on a daily or weekly basis?

CARE CALLS
Call the church emergency line at 785-776-8821 if you or someone you know needs to reach a pastor. Is someone 
“falling through the cracks?” Let us know. Take it upon yourself to call or email a church friend. Don’t have their contact 
information? Email me; I’d love to help you get in touch.

VISITATION
All local care facilities and the hospital have strong restrictions on clergy visitation. We will work with local officials and 
chaplains to provide video, phone, and in-person care as safely as we can. Don’t stop letting us know about care concerns.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
Ironically, we are all isolated together! Email or message me if you’d like to be connected to an online group. We’ve set up 
an FUMC video-chat subscription through Zoom, and we also have email groups, Facebook Groups and (my favorite) 
Marco Polo App Groups! Even my five-year-old has been video-chatting and Marco Poloing to stay positive during this 
isolating time! For more information on setting up a Zoom meeting, email me. Instructions for how to sign-up for an 
FUMC Marco Polo group are on page 3 of this newsletter.

I thank my God every time I remember you. – Philippians 1:3

 -Pastor Melanie Nord
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/// MISSION MOMENTS

Thrive! is continuing in a new format to make sure the 
Leaders continue to feel supported by Thrive! Allies 
and staff. Jayme sent this timely update on the Thrive! 
organization. 

The Thrive! Staff met online mid-March and we had an 
Ally support zoom meeting March 19. We have made the 
following decisions about operations:

1. We will have a Zoom meeting from 6:30-7:30 every  
 Tuesday for leaders and allies to meet online. 

2. Susan will have online time with the kids on   
 Wednesday nights. 

3. We will have one more Zoom time a week (probably  
 Friday nights) open to anyone who wants to talk. 

4. Tana is working on a Facebook chat group. 

5. Allies are encouraged to contact leaders at least once  
 a week and more if possible. Facebook messenger has  
 a video option which could work well for these   
 meetings. Allies are asked to let staff know their   
 leader’s needs. 

Regretfully, we are postponing the May Day Tea, which 
means we will be focusing on online fundraising. 
Information about this will be coming. 

Please let Jayme, director.thriveflinthills@gmail.com or 
877-376-0032 know if you have any questions or concerns. 
We are living in a strange new world and will do our best to 
keep our Thrive community strong in non-traditional ways. 

Prior to all the disruptions due to the Coronavirus, 
Thrive Leaders enjoyed giving back to their community. 
This Christmas they spent a fun filled evening making 
decorations for the doors of residents at Meadowlark 
nursing home. They also spent a Thrive evening 
participating in the Laundry Love night at Sud’s Y’r Duds 
Laundromat. Persons can come and do laundry for free one 
night a month - quarters and detergent are provided; there 

are no income requirements. The Leaders enjoyed helping 
others do their laundry. Hopefully activities like this will be 
resumed as soon as it is safe for all!

Debbie Evangelidis, Thrive Newsletter Contributor

Thrive! Staff:
• Executive Director - Jayme Morris-Hardeman

• Youth and Resource Development - Susan Wendland

• Coach - Tana Warner

FIT CLOSET AND CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
In light of the current COVID-19/Coronavirus pandemic 
and social distancing precautions published by the CDC, 
the FIT Closet is currently closed to shopping and 
donations. 

All alternate donation drop-off locations have asked that 
donations halt until this crisis has passed.

We are working with school administration and social 
workers to find the path forward - in hopes of continuing 
to help our registered families. As these plans develop, we 
will continue to communicate them to you.

We have developed a community resource page on our 
website. If you know of resources that should be added to 
those listed - please email them to Tracy Emery, FIT Closet 
Coordinator, fitcloset383@gmail.com. 

Stay safe and hand out grace like candy. We’re all in this 
together. 

More Information
For the most up-to-date information, visit our website: 
www.fitcloset.org, or Facebook page: USD 383 FIT Closet.

Tracy Emery, Coordinator

USD 383 FIT Closet and Clothing Exchange

1609 College Ave. (white house behind College Avenue 
United Methodist Church)

785-320-6750 I fitcloset383@gmail.com
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 Kitchen Restore  
Mission: A community donation initiative to provide gently used or new household 
kitchen tools, starter kits, and equipment to individuals and families. 

 

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?     Donate and challenge others to do the same! 
WHY? More than 100 Riley County families are in need of starter kitchen items to cook at home.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

                           Inquiries:   Contact Sharon Davis 785-539-7044 hbadavis@gmail.com 

            or Karen Hummel kchummel1@gmail.com 
                      http://www.flinthillswellness.org/nutrition-workgroup.cfm 

                                                                                 
 
                                                                                       February 2020                        

Drop off locations: 
 
 
First United Methodist Church (FUMC) 
612 Poyntz Ave—Enter 6th street side door  
Donation bins behind reception desk.  
Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am-5pm 
             Friday 9am-4pm 
  
 
Riley County Extension Office 
110 Courthouse Plaza, 2nd floor 
Hours: 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday 
  
 
 
NE Area Extension Office,  
1007 Throckmorton Hall – SW Corner 1st Floor 
Hours: 8am - 5pm Monday - Friday 
      
 

Items we can accept: 
 
• Working small electrical appliances: microwave 

ovens, griddles, skillets, slow cookers, hand mixers 
(include use guides if available) 

• Stove top cookware:  Dutch ovens, small and large 
saucepans, soup pots  

• Oven bake ware:  bread pans, cookie sheet pans, 9x13 
and square pans, casserole baking dishes, pie pans, 
pizza pans 

• Mixing bowls 
• Colanders 
• Mixing and serving spoons, spatulas, ladles 
• Measuring tools – dry cups, liquid cups, measuring 

spoons 
• Handheld can openers 
• Knives-- utility, paring, bread and serrated slicing 
• Storage containers and lids 
• Cutting boards (prefer new)  
• Potholders/Dish towels 
• NO single use wares, please 
 

    THREE WAYS TO CONTRIBUTE: 
1. Donate gently used or new household kitchen tools 

and equipment at one of the drop off locations 
2. Cash donation (checks can be written to Riley County 

Health Department ,2030 Tecumseh Rd Manhattan, 
KS 66502.  Memo: Kitchen Restore Fund) Kits cost 
$100. Any donation welcome, small or large!! 

3. Donate an operating space for Kitchen Restore to store 
donations and assemble kits  
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Courtney Fellers, Director of Children and Family Ministries

children@fumcmanhattan.com

785-776-8821

Facebook @FUMC Manhattan Children’s Ministry

CHILDCARE RESERVATIONS
Childcare is available for church activities 
and events in the evenings and on the 
weekends. Requests must be made at least 
72 hours in advance through our website. 
Reservations are not needed for Sunday 
mornings.

We offer Sunday school for children two years old to 
6th grade. We have wonderful, committed teachers who 
share God's love and word in ways kids connect to and 
understand. FUMC's Children's Ministry is committed 
to helping you build a spiritual foundation in you child's 
life and Sunday School is a vital tool in this process. The 
Winter/Spring semester will follow a classroom model. The 
room numbers for children's classes are listed below. All 
classes meet in the Education Center.

Infants-2-year-olds: 1st floor, nursery

2/3-year-olds: 1st floor, room 104

Preschool: 3rd floor, room 309

Kindergarten: 3rd floor, room 307

1st Grade: 3rd floor, room 303

2nd Grade: 3rd floor, room 301

3rd/4th Grade: 3rd floor, room 306

5th/6th Grade: 3rd floor, room 310

SAVE THE DATES (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
Vacation Bible School
Monday-Friday, June 1-5 for those entering Kindergarten-
6th grade.

Summer Fun Days
Thursdays, July 2, 9, 16, 23, and 30 for preschoolers.

Registration for both will open on our website as plans 
become finalized.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY CONTINUES!
Even through it looks a little different, Children’s Ministry 
continues! I’m working hard to stay connected via email, 
YouTube videos (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCERar0YPEzD9csDrJXg1jJQ), texting, the Marco 
Polo app, and writing notes to families. Young United 
Methodists (YUM) is meeting each Wednesday via Zoom 
and the students are super excited about that. There is also 
a Bible study for parents via Zoom.

We will not be in this situation forever, and “normal” 
ministry will resume. When it does, join us for Vacation 
Bible School in June (hopefully), Summer Fun Days in 
July, (hopefully) and Sunday school each Sunday.

If you have questions, please email me.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE WILL RESUME WHEN 
IT IS SAFE & APPROPRIATE

Cathlene Higgins, 
Youth Director

youth@fumcmanhattan.com 
785-776-8821

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram: 
@FUMCYouthMHK

ATTENTION SENIORS! INFORMATION NEEDED!
Are you graduating this year? Please submit the following information 
to Cathlene by Thursday, April 30 so we can honor you.

1. Student’s first, middle, and last name

2. High School

3. Mother’s full name

4. Father’s full name

5. High School accomplishments you would like to share

6. Information regarding plans after graduation

7. 4-6 pictures, including a senior head-shot. Please also provide a  
 baby picture, and pictures from your time in school.

ONLINE YOUTH GROUP
The youth are staying in 
touch through Zoom. 
If you have not been 
participating, send a 
text to “81010” with the 
message “@mhkyouth” to 
receive a remind message 
each time. This is usually 
around 2:00 pm each day. 

 
Activities include daily devotions, playing 
games like scavenger hunts and group rock/
paper/scissors. We have also done an online 
escape room together, and are going to 
watch a movie soon.

All youth (7th-12th grade) and their siblings 
are invited to participate as they can.
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