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Jesus Calms the Storm 

Opening Conversation  

Imagine you are in a boat on the sea. Feel the breeze on your face. The waves 

rock the boat gently. Invite kids to make wind sounds as they rock. God made the 

wind and the sea. God made you and me too. Now imagine a big storm. The 

waves toss our boat around. There’s rain, wind, thunder, and lightning! Have kids 

rock like they’re in a storm. Our Bible story today is about Jesus and the disciples 

when they were on a boat in a storm. The disciples were afraid but Jesus was not. 

I wonder why Jesus was not afraid. 

Video 

In the video today, the kids are playing outside when the weather suddenly 

changes. Watch how they figure out how to stay safe and calm. To watch video, 

follow these steps: 

1. Go to http://oslm.net/school/student-devotions. You must use this link. 
2. Scroll all the way to the bottom to the “Media Archive” 
3. Click on the small, grey “Series” box 
4. Select grade level 
5. Choose the video with the title for that today’s lesson 
6. Watch and enjoy 

 

After the video, ask these questions about the video:  

Why were the Whirl kids in the tree house?  

Where do you play with your friends?  

Who did the Whirl kids remember was sleeping during a storm?  

I wonder if you can sleep during a storm.  

Who calms you when you’re afraid?  

Bible Story 

Jesus and his disciples are out on the sea when it starts to storm. While the 

disciples are afraid, Jesus knows how the story will end. 

Read to your child Mark 4:35-41 OR the story of Jesus calming the Storm if you have a 

children’s Bible. Then ask these questions: 

Who was afraid during the storm?  

How did Jesus stop the wind and waves?  

What happened when Jesus said, “Peace! Be still!”?  

http://oslm.net/school/student-devotions
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Why were the disciples amazed at Jesus?  

When can you ask Jesus to help you feel calm?  
 

Review 
 
Today we heard about when Jesus and his disciples were in a boat during a big 
storm. The disciples were afraid. But Jesus wasn’t. He was asleep! When Jesus 
woke up, he calmed the storm. Jesus promises to always take care of us. How 
does Jesus take care of you? Take time to hear kids’ responses. 

 
Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Jesus, storms can make us feel afraid. We know that you can calm 

storms. You can help us be calm too. Thank you, Jesus, for calming us. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Game: Place the music source so everyone can hear it. Have kids spread out and find 

their own space. Let’s dance like the wind and waves of the storm! When Jesus 

calmed the storm, with raised arms and words, the storm stopped immediately. 

Let’s dance to the music. When the music stops, freeze just as fast as the storm 

became calm. Repeat several times, using different kinds of music. Encourage kids to 

change their dance. Encourage a stormy dance, a calm dance, or a wild and windy 

dance. Jesus calmed the storm with just a few words. His disciples were amazed. 

We can trust Jesus to help us feel calm too. 

Craft: Find a recipe for salt dough and add food coloring if desired. Roll the dough into 

strips and press together to make crosses. Bake according to the recipe directions. Hold 

your cross whenever you feel afraid to remember that Jesus is always with you. 

Snack: Peel and cut bananas in thirds to make boats. Add a toothpick stuck through a 

cube of cheese for a sail. Push mini pretzel sticks into the bananas for people. Ask 

friends to join you for a boat snack and share Mark 4:35-41 with them. 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet attached to email and color. 
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Good Samaritan 

Opening Conversation  

Show kids the first aid kit. Think about a time you got hurt. Did someone use a first 

aid kit to take care of you? It might have been a parent, babysitter, teacher, or 

nurse. Whoever helped was being your neighbor. Neighbors are people who live 

close by. Neighbors are also the people who help and love us, or whom we help 

and love, no matter where they live. Have the kids pass the first aid kit around the 

circle. Invite kids to share stories as time permits, being sensitive to those who have 

had serious injuries needing a higher level of care. 

Video 

In the video today, a new kid shows up at the playground. Watch how the Whirl 
kids decide whether or not they should include her in their games.  

Ask kids these questions about the video:  

Where are the kids playing together?  

Why doesn’t Victor want to play with the new girl?  

When have you met a new friend?  

Who decides to invite the new girl to play badminton?  

What’s the best part about meeting new friends and neighbors?  

 

Bible Story 

Today’s Bible story was about a man who was hurt, and the only person who 
stopped to help him was the Samaritan. 

Read to your child Luke 10:30-37 OR the story of The Good Samaritan if you have a 
children’s Bible. 

Ask these questions after you read the story:  

What had happened to the man who was hurt?  

How did he feel when no one would help him?  

How did the Samaritan help the hurt man?  

When have you been hurt?  

Who are neighbors you have helped?  
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Review 
 
Today we heard about a man who had been hurt badly. He needed help. Some 
people who could have helped him ignored him. But the Good Samaritan knew 
the hurt man was his neighbor. The Samaritan helped the hurt man even though 
he’d never met him before. How can you get to know a new neighbor? Take time 
to hear kids’ responses 
 
Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear God, thank you for giving us neighbors who live both nearby 

and far away. Help us to be good neighbors to everyone we meet. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Game: Today we are going to name different ways we can be good neighbors by 

helping and caring for others. Invite everyone to stand in a circle, and choose one to 

be the leader. We are going to toss this ball back and forth to each other until the 

leader says, “Time to help.” Whoever is holding the ball will name a way to help a 

neighbor. Keep playing until everyone has had a turn to share or you run out of ideas. 

Craft: Teach your child how to fold a piece of paper in half and then draw half of a heart 

on one side of the paper along the seam. Cut out the heart for them and the repeat until 

you have made enough hearts for everyone in the family. Have everyone color their 

hearts with an image that reminds them of God’s love. Then place the hearts 

somewhere in the house so that every time you look at them you are reminded of God’s 

love. 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet from the website and color. 
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Jesus Feeds the 5000 

Opening Conversation  

Today we’re going to hear about a boy who had a lunch of two fish and five 

loaves of bread. Count together to two on one hand and to five on the other hand. If he 

shared his lunch, how many people do you think could eat? Could everyone in 

your home eat? Your class? Your whole school? Jesus did a miracle and the 

boy’s lunch fed lots of people! A miracle is something God does that seems 

impossible. 

Video 

In the video today, the Whirl kids are trying to solve a very big problem. Watch 
what happens to make them feel better about how to solve the problem.  

Ask kids these questions about the video:  

What problem are the kids trying to solve?  

How would you help someone who is hungry?  

Why are the kids feeling sad about their fundraising?  

Who put some money in the fundraising can?  

Do you think it was a miracle? Why?  
 

Bible Story 

Today’s Bible story was about a boy who shared his lunch and about how Jesus 
used it for a miracle. 
 

Read to your child John 6:5-14 OR the story of Jesus Feeding the 5000 if you have a 
children’s Bible. 

Ask these questions after you read the story: 

Who was the boy going to hear?  

Why do you think he wanted to hear Jesus?  

What was the problem the disciples needed to solve?  

How did Jesus feed the entire crowd?  

I wonder what happened to the leftovers.  
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Review 
 
Today we heard a story about the time a lot of people got hungry as they listened 
to Jesus teach. A boy offered his lunch to share with the crowd, and Jesus fed all 
the people with it. What could you share with someone? 
 

Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear God, thank you for Jesus, who shows us how to share with 

those in need. Help us care for others like he did. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Activity: Pack a picnic to have in your backyard and make everyone a different kind of 
sandwich. Cut each sandwich in quarters and share them for lunch. Talk about other 
things you can share together as a family.   
 

Craft: Have kids thread two beads of one color and five beads of another color onto a 

pipe cleaner or string. How many beads do you have? Can you tell us seven good 

things God has given you? If kids need help, suggest ideas (family, food, a home, 

etc.). Help kids bring the ends together to wear as a bracelet. 

Snack: Search online for bread recipes from around the world. Pick one or two to make. 
Eat the bread together and share the story of Jesus feeding 5,000.   
 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet from website and color. 
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Zacchaeus  

Opening Conversation  

Give each kid a coin. Zacchaeus, the man in our Bible story today, collected money 

for the government— but also took extra for himself!—from the people in his 

town. People didn’t like him very much! The story of Zacchaeus teaches us 

something new and wonderful—that Jesus welcomes everyone! Who does Jesus 

welcome? Who does Jesus love? Give kids time to respond. Jesus wants everyone 

to be his friend. Let’s each trade a coin with someone else to remind us of 

Zacchaeus, who collected coins and then changed. 

Video 

A special guest comes to Sunday school in the video today, but someone is left 
out of the fun. Let’s watch together to see how everyone is included in the end.  

Ask kids these questions about the video:  

What are the kids in the video excited about?  

Why can’t Tot see the show?  

How does Tot feel in the nursery?  

Why do you think Mondo chose Tot for the final illusion?  

Tell about a time when you couldn’t do something because you were too young 
or too small. How did that feel?  

 

Bible Story 

Today’s Bible story is about a man named Zacchaeus. Even though Zacchaeus 
had lots of money and a nice house, he was really lonely. He wanted to have 
friends. He was happy when Jesus wanted to visit him and be his friend. 

Read to your child Luke 19:1-10 OR the story of Zacchaeus if you have a children’s 
Bible. 

Ask these questions after you read the story:  

Whom did Zacchaeus want to see?  

Why didn’t anyone help him?  

What did Zacchaeus do so he could see Jesus?  

How did Zacchaeus change after Jesus asked to be his friend?  

Who are your friends? What do you like to do with friends?  
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Review 
 
After Jesus came to his home, Zacchaeus became friends with more people in 
Jericho. He gave some of his money to people who needed it. Jesus and 
Zacchaeus show us how to welcome friends. How do you welcome friends? How 
do people feel when they hear that Jesus wants to be everyone’s friend? 
 
Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus to be our friend. Help us be 

good friends who welcome everyone. Amen 

Other Activities 

Activity: Tonight at dinner, go around the table and have everyone say who they would 

like to invite to dinner. It can be anyone they want. 

Craft: Color two empty toilet paper tubes with markers and tape together to make a pair 

of binoculars. Thread yarn through holes punched in each side. Walk up a hill and use 

them to look around. What did Zacchaeus see from up in the tree? 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet from the website and color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


