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Diaspora  

Opening Thoughts  

Last week we left off with Israel being conquered by Babylon. They have now been 

taken from their homes and scattered throughout the kingdom of Babylon through a 

process known as “diaspora”. While the diaspora was a very hard time for the Jews, 

God was still with them and made his presence known to them. 

Video 

Diaspora is not a word we use a lot today. Think of it as another way of saying 

“dispersed” or scattered and spread out. Today’s video can also add some extra insight 

on what the Diaspora meant for the people of Israel. Watch the video and then answer 

the questions below.  

To watch video, follow these steps: 

1. Go to http://oslm.net/school/student-devotions. You must use this link. 
2. Scroll all the way to the bottom to the “Media Archive” 
3. Click on the small, grey “Series” box 
4. Select grade level (Middle School Devotional Series) 
5. Choose the video with the title for that today’s lesson 
6. Watch and enjoy 

 

 Todd and the crew had to follow a lot of rules in detention. What were those 

rules? 

 How is exile like detention? 

 What ways did the kids communicate when they were told not to talk during 

detention? 

 How can you communicate with people when you aren’t close to them? 

Bible Story 

During the Diaspora, God’s people loved the Promised Land (sometimes called Zion). 
When the Babylonians destroyed their land and exiled God’s people, they became 
scattered like lost sheep in the mountains. They didn’t know where to go or how to find 
their shepherd. They were confused and scared. Jeremiah began to write God’s word 
on scrolls so the scattered people could know that God was still with them. This gave 
God’s people hope until they were able to return home. Read Jeremiah 50:3-5 and 
respond to the questions below. 
 

• Why would God allow Babylon to overtake Israel? 
• Why do some people grow closer to God in difficult times? 
• Why might it have been important to the people of Israel to have God’s Word 

written down during their time of captivity? 

http://oslm.net/school/student-devotions
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Review 
 
For hundreds of years, God’s people had gathered together in the temple and their 
homes to share stories of faith. When the Babylonians took over, the people were 
separated from each other. God told Jeremiah to write down the stories so God’s 
people could know that God’s Word still lived among them. 
 
Final Questions: 

 How has God brought you comfort during hard times? 

 Do you have a Bible verse you use to remind you of God’s love? If so, what is it? 
If not, what might be a good verse to bring you comfort? 

 

Closing Prayer 

God, even when we feel separated from you, we know that you are there. Help us to 

rely on your Word when we struggle. Amen. 
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Return  

Opening Thoughts  

Today we are looking at the book of Ezra and the return of God’s people to Israel after 
the Babylonian Exile. The Persians had defeated the Babylonians. King Cyrus of Persia 
was a God-fearing man. He heard the voice of God tell him to allow God’s people to 
return to Jerusalem. Even though they could return to Israel, they could never go back 
to who they were before the exile. Cyrus urged God’s people to rebuild the house of the 
Lord (the temple). The Israelites knew the only way forward required them to learn from 
their experiences in exile and trust God to help them rebuild their future. 
 

Video 

After returning from detention, the kids have some work to do in the theater. But it’s not 

going to be easy to get things back to normal. Watch today’s video and then answer the 

following questions. 

 What challenges did the students face after being released from detention? 

 How does it feel to return to a place you haven’t been in a while? 

 How do you think the kids’ experience in detention changed them?  

 How did each character respond to the changes at the theater? Why do you think 

they responded that way? 

 

Bible Story 

Imagine living in one place your entire life, but knowing it isn’t your real home. 

Suddenly, the ruler of the strange land lets you go back to the “real” home you’ve never 

seen. This is what happened to God’s people who lived in Babylon. King Cyrus of 

Persia became ruler of all the lands in that region. He sent the Israelites back to 

Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. Some of the Jews were about to see the land they 

loved so much left in ruins. But many of the Israelites who were born during the captivity 

and had no personal connection to Jerusalem. It was a time filled with hope and 

curiosity about how God would lead God’s people. Read Ezra 1:1-4 and then respond to 

the following questions. 

 How might the Jews who had never been to Jerusalem feel about going the land 

of their fathers? 

 How might the Jews who use to live in Jerusalem feel when they got back to their 

old land? 

 How would you feel if you were told to go to a place you have never been and 

rebuild a building that took 7 years to build the first time? 

 What would be the hardest part of leaving your home? 

 



Middle School  Week of May 25th 

  Sara Agee; Spark House Publishing 2020 

Review 
 
God’s people returned to Jerusalem with mixed emotions. Many had only heard of the 
city through stories told by elders. These people were overjoyed to be out of exile and 
back home. Others remembered Jerusalem’s past glory and were very sad to see the 
city lying in ruins. While this time was not easy for the Jews, it was still a blessing that 
King Cyrus wanted them to be able to worship God is His temple. 
 
Final Questions: 

 When have you experienced a “blessing in disguise” or something that didn’t 
seem like a blessing at first but later turned out to be? 

 How has this time of sheltering in place at home challenged your faith or helped 
you grow in your faith? 

 

Closing Prayer 

God, in times of celebration and in times of sadness, help us to remember that you are 

with us and you are good. Amen. 
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Occupation  

Opening Thoughts  

Did you think it was going to be smooth sailing for Israel going forward? Unfortunately, 

that is not the case. King Xerxes is now the ruler of Persia and things are going to be 

very different. 

Video 

The Enemies of the Theater group really are out to destroy the theater. The kids are 

going to need someone on the inside to solve this problem. Watch today’s video and 

then respond to the following questions. 

 Joey felt that God has deserted him. Why did he feel this way? 

 Why was Lenna worried about speaking up for her friends? 

 Did she know for sure that Becky the Bear would take her side? 

 After Becky the Bear stepped down, do you think things were going to get better 

or worse? 

Bible Story 

Esther was a Jewish woman living in Persia. She became the Queen of Persia by hiding 
her Jewish background and marrying King Xerxes. When the Jews in Persia were going 
to be slaughtered, Esther’s uncle, Mordecai, pressed her to do something about it. 
Esther, along with all of God’s people, prayed and fasted in the hopes that God would 
give her the courage to go through with her plan and that God would give Xerxes the 
compassion to spare their lives. Read Esther 4:6-17 and answer the questions below. 
 

 What was Esther risking by going to talk to the King? 

 What was Mordecai hoping would happen when Esther talked to Xerxes? 

 Mordecai told Esther that if she did not help, God would still rescue the Jews. 
Why do you think he believed that? 

 What do you think happened next in the story? 

 
Review 
 
The story of Esther ends with Esther standing up for her people and Xerxes sparing the 
Jews. God’s people were living in uncertain times. But even so, God’s faithfulness never 
faltered. Each day brought new challenges and unique frustrations but God’s people 
could always remember that God is always faithful. 
 
Final Questions: 

 How would you feel if you woke up tomorrow and found your neighborhood or 
school being controlled by strangers?  

 How could your relationship with God help you? 
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Closing Prayer 

God, thank you for providing for us when we are it times of struggle. Help us to answer 

your call to serve others who need your care. Amen. 
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Caesar  

Opening Thoughts  

Well what do you know. Today’s lesson picks up in the Roman Empire with Israel once 
again under the rule of a new nation and Caesar was to be their new god. While the 
Jews might have felt they were in a never-ending cycle of oppression, God had a plan.  
 

Video 

With Mike Bowman now in charge, things seem to go from bad to worse for the theater 

kids. Watch today’s video to see their struggle with how to respond. Then answer the 

questions below. 

 Which of the changes do you think would be hardest to deal with and why? 

 What would you say to Becky, Todd, and the others given the surprising changes 

to the theater? 

 Why might the small black box theater bring hope to the group? 

 What do you think it means to be a “people of hope”? 

 

Bible Story 

God’s people had been living under occupation for more than 500 years. Babylon, 
Persia, and Greece had all ruled over Israel and Judah during that time. Now it was 
Rome’s turn. The face of Caesar, the leader of Rome, was everywhere. He demanded 
people worship him as a god. Zechariah, a Jewish priest, was tired of this occupation. 
He hoped a savior would come to conquer Rome and free the people. Zechariah 
believed that the birth of his son, John, was a sign that such a savior was coming. Read 
Luke 1:67-79 and respond to the following questions. 
 

 According to Zechariah, how long had the people of Israel been waiting for the 
messiah?  

 What’s the longest you have waited for something and how did it feel when it 
finally took place? 

 What are some of the names or phrases used to describe Jesus in this passage? 

 Do you think the Jews who had waited in anticipation for thousands of years 
expected that the messiah would have to die? Why or why not? 

 
Review 
 
Even though the promise of the messiah was finally being fulfilled, the Jews were still 
under Roman rule. Some of the Jews believed the messiah would free them from this 
occupation, but God had different plans for their freedom. 
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Final Questions: 

 What circumstances are you currently struggling with and how can hope 
encourage you? 

 How can you share God’s hope with other people who might be struggling? 
 

Closing Prayer 

God, I know faith in you does not guarantee me a perfect life. But I have faith in your 

promises of a new life through Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


