
 
Maundy Thursday 2020 

 
The Seder Meal 

 
Maundy Thursday is a special night within the life of the church.  It is the night when Jesus entered into the 
Upper Room to celebrate the Passover one last time with his disciples.  The Passover was the pinnacle of the 
year in every aspect of 1st century Jewish life.  It was the day set aside to worship and celebrate as a family the 
day when God stepped into human history in a powerful way to save His people from the slavery of Egypt, but 
there was also an anticipation of the day when God would step in and once again save His people.   
 
This year for our Maundy Thursday service, we are going to participate in a Seder Meal similar to what Jesus 
and his disciples might have experienced long ago.  The word Seder simply means order as there was an 
order or almost a liturgy that was followed whenever and wherever the Passover was celebrated.  My hope and 
prayer is that this will be a time of celebration and family and worship.  Please don’t rush this time but enjoy 
it with your family as Jesus would have so long ago.  Let this time be slow and prayerful and meditative on 
God and His works throughout history.  We hope this time might be a time to worship God in a very tangible 
way.  We will have video parts of this service that will help lead you and guide you through this meal.  Feel 
free to pause and fully take in what is going on before you continue on to the next section.   
 

  



Necessary Supplies 
Before beginning the Seder Meal, please make sure that you have the following supplies handy. 

• Glasses for wine 
• A bottle of wine (may be non-alcoholic or grape juice) 
• Two Candles and matches or something to light the candles with 
• Some bread with yeast to remove as a part of the first part (Left over or old bread or dinner rolls work 

for this, we don’t want to waste food during this time but this is a part of the feast.  Feel free to 
participate in this section as you feel comfortable.) 

• Three pieces of unleavened bread (you may use matzah or pita bread) 
• Something to wash your hands with 
• Parsley 
• Saltwater (you can make this by putting a little salt in warm water and stirring) 
• Horseradish (raw or sauce) 
• Charoset  

INGREDIENTS 
§ 3 medium Gala or Fuji apples, peeled, cored, and finely diced 
§ 1 1/2 cups walnut halves, lightly toasted, cooled, and coarsely chopped 
§ 1/2 cup sweet red wine  
§ 1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
§ 1 tablespoon packed brown sugar 

PREPARATION 
In large bowl, stir together all ingredients. Store, covered, at room temperature until ready to 
serve. 

• A meal of your choosing 
 
 
 

 
A Quick Note About Music 

You will notice as we get into this service there are a couple places that I invite you to stop and listen to music.  
I have provided the suggestion of a more modern song as well as a hymn.  Feel free to use either or both as 
you choose.  A recording of the music can be found using the Spotify playlist at this link: 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1YRKMgu3EhqiLdQmqjiOaL?si=1BowWMtWTGa2WcIL39NG_g 

 

  



Gathering 
Invite each child to find one or two pieces of leavened bread hidden throughout the room and put the bread in 
a basket on the table.  
 
Once that is done, I want to teach you a Hebrew phrase that is one of the central prayers that is prayed as a part 
of the Passover.   

 
םָלֹועָה ךֶלֶמ , ּוניֵה, 'ה ֱא- הָּתַא 6ּור   ָּב

 
“Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, 

  
 

 

 

 

I pray God’s richest blessings upon you and your family as we celebrate this sacred meal together. 

  



The Welcome 
Pastor Kevin:  Tonight, we are sharing a story that begins in slavery and ends in freedom that starts with 

sadness and ends with joy, that starts with darkness and leads to light.  
  
 As we light these candles, we pray,  
 
ALL: Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam 
 “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has sanctified us with your 

commandments, and commanded us to kindle these festival lights.”   
  
 (Invite anyone to light their table’s two candles) 
 
ALL: “May the lights we now kindle inspire us to use our strength which you so freely give us to help 

and not to hinder, to love and not to hate, to bless and not to curse, to serve and worship you, O 
God of freedom!”  

  
Pastor Kevin:  Tonight, we are going to tell that story with a traditional celebration called the Passover Seder, 

which means Order. There is a strong connection between the Jewish Passover meal, celebrated 
with the Seder, and Christian communion. It was at the Passover supper that Jesus gave his 
disciples, and us, the sacrament of the altar (what many of us know as communion).  Tonight, 
we are going to go through the Passover meal together in a way very similar to the way Jewish 
families do, but throughout we will look at parts of the celebration that point directly to Jesus 
Christ, the Lamb of God, sacrificed for us. Because never forget this: Not only the Jews, but all 
of us have walked in the darkness of our personal “Egypt” and been saved by the blood of the 
lamb.  

  
 The first thing a family does before the Passover meal is to clean up the house. And in cleaning 

up, they always remove every bit of food made with yeast. Everyone gets involved, sweeping up 
every crumb they can find. As you entered, children looked around to clean up pieces of bread 
made with yeast in this room. Yeast is the ingredient in bread that makes it rise, it makes it grow. 
Sin can grow inside of us, like yeast makes bread grow. Even a tiny sin, as tiny as a grain of yeast 
can grow and fill our hearts and keep us from following God.  This is like spring cleaning for 
our house, and spring cleaning for our hearts. So, let’s take a moment and get rid of the yeast 
now. And let’s ask God to keep sins from growing in our hearts.  

  
  (ask a child volunteer to remove the basket, throw it out the door, and close the doors to the 

house and the room you’re in)  
  
Pastor Kevin:  In the book of Exodus, God commands the people, “You shall keep the feast of Unleavened 

Bread, for on this day I brought your clans out of the land of Egypt. You shall observe this day 
throughout the generations as a practice for all times.” [Exodus 12:17] 

 
 “Remember this day in which you came out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by the 

strength of his hand the Lord brought you out from this place.” [Exodus 13:3]  
 
 Remembering those commands, as we set out on this journey of worship and remembrance 

together, we pray: 



  
All:  Dear God, as we worship you, please keep sin from growing in our hearts so we can follow you. 

Amen.  
  
 



The First Cup of Wine 

Pastor Kevin:  Tonight, we are going to drink from our cups four times, and each time we think of a part of the 
story when we take that drink. The first cup is the cup of Blessing.  The second cup is the Cup 
of Judgment.  The third cup is the Cup of Redemption.  And the fourth and final cup is the 
Cup of Praise.  As we walk through this time, we will explore each of these four cups.   

  
 At this time everyone needs to pour some wine into you glass, traditionally the head of the 

household would be the one to pour for the entire family, however you can do this however is 
most convenient for you in this moment.  Once your cup has wine in it (and you may not want 
to fill it too full as you will be drinking 4 cups of wine) we will continue on speaking these 
words of Exodus 6:6-7 together.  Don’t drink this first cup yet as we will drink it together in a 
few minutes. 

  
All: I am the Lord;  
 I will bring you out from under the yoke of the  
  Egyptians,  
 I will deliver you from slavery,  
  I will redeem you with an outstretched arm,  
  I will take you as my people and be your God. Exodus 6:6-7 
 
Pastor Kevin: The first cup that we drink together is the cup of blessing, also known as the cup of 

sanctification, which represents the first “I will” – I will bring you out from under the burdens of 
the Egyptians.”  This is God’s promise that he would bring the people out from under the cruel 
laws of the Egyptians. 

 
 In every age oppressors rise against us to crush our spirits and bring us low. From the hands of 

all these tyrants and conquerors, from the power of anything that hinders us from being His 
people, the Grace of the Lord has called us and empowered us to rise above it all.  We praise 
the Lord, who makes us his people, according to his grace.  

 
This is the cup of The Blessing of God - we are happy to be together for this feast.  Everyone 
hold up your glass and let’s say these words together. 

 
All: Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam 
 Blessed are You, LORD our God, King of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.  

Amen.  
 
Everyone drink the entire cup while leaning to the left!  
  



As we continue, we are going to stop and pause as we will several times throughout the evening to reflect upon 
what we have just heard and done.  We will suggest music that could be used to help in this time of transition 
and reflection.  To listen to these songs you may look them up on You Tube or use the provided Spotify 
playlist.   
 
Hosts will bring in the baskets of warm towels during the song   
 
     

“My Deliverer” by Chris Tomlin 

I will wait for You to move 
For Your mighty hand to save 
When the trouble waters rise 

You are my hiding place 
You are my hiding place 

 
Your walls are salvation 

Your gates are praise 
Your walls are salvation 

Your gates are praise 
 

Refrain: 
My Deliverer My Deliverer 

My Deliverer Is the Lord 
 

Who is like You, mighty God? 
Who can take me from Your hand? 

As I walk with You in freedom 
You’re the rock on which I stand 
You’re the rock on which I stand 

 
Your walls are salvation 

Your gates are praise 
Your walls are salvation 

Your gates are praise Refrain x2  
 

My Deliverer (Yeah! You're my Deliverer) 
My Deliverer (Yes you are, you are a mighty God) 

My Deliverer (You're my Deliverer) 
Is the Lord (You're my Deliverer) 

Is the Lord (Thank you God! You're my Deliverer) 
Is the Lord 

 
Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Jesse Reeves | Matt Maher 
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Christ, the Life of All the Living 

 

 

 

 

 
  

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 
    That from pain I might be free; 
Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 
Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 
    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
 

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 
    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 
    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 
That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  
7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 
For Thine anguish in the Garden, 
    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 
For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 
    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 



Washing the Hands 

Pastor Kevin: We need clean hands to celebrate our special meal, and when we wash our hands, it is also a way 
to remember that we need to ask Jesus to clean our hearts, too. As you clean your hands, 
remember that on the night Jesus celebrated his Last Supper, a Passover Seder, with his 
disciples,  Jesus did the unthinkable: he got out a basin of water and washed the disciples’ feet---
a simple, humble act of service.  

 
 I invite you to hear these words from John 13:1-11: 
  John 13:1–11 (ESV)  

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose 
from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his 
waist. 5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who 
said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you 
do not understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You 
shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share 
with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he 
knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  

  
 After Jesus did that, he asked them to do the same thing saying in John 13:34-35: 

34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”  

The calling of Jesus upon the lives of his disciples then and now is not just to wash people’s feet, 
but Jesus invites us to do humble things to serve others. It is because of what Jesus did so long 
ago, because he died for us, that our hearts can truly be clean. These warm cloths remind us of 
the humble act of Jesus washing the disciples’ feet as they wipe dirt from our hands.  Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross wipes the sin from our hearts.  

  
Hosts takes up the basket of warm towels.  



Dipping the Karpas/Greens 

(parsley = life; salt water = tears) 
 
Pastor Kevin:  Each year in spring, little plants push out of the soil to bring life to the landscape. (Pick up 

parsley from Seder plate.)  These greens remind us of the fresh new plants of spring, and the 
life we have that comes from God. But tonight, we will hear an ancient story from the Old 
Testament that is a sad story, because in it, God’s people, Israel, had to struggle as slaves in 
Egypt, long, long ago. We will dip these fresh greens in saltwater to remind us of the tears that 
these families cried during those very hard times.  

 
 As good as God intended life to be, it is often mixed with tears. And we thank God that we don’t 

have to live as slaves. And we pray that God will help those who even today, in our world, are 
living a life of pain, struggle and slavery.  

 
 Everyone, take a piece of parsley, dip it in the saltwater, and taste it. The parsley represents life, 

the saltwater represents tears.  
 
 



Hiding the Matzah 
Pastor Kevin:  At the Seder feast, we eat only Matzah, this flatbread, to remember how fast the people of God 

needed to escape in our story---they had to leave Egypt in a hurry, and didn’t have time to let 
their bread rise with yeast. Instead they had to mix flour and water quickly and make flatbread 
like this.  

  
 We are not captives in Egypt, but we are captives of sin until we are saved. Life is hard, like this 

bread. The Jews call it the bread of affliction. We eat it flat because we remember that life is full 
of many afflictions. Still, we celebrate our deliverance from the angel of death who has passed-
over us. We pray that next year, many others will join us in this Passover celebration.  

  
 On your tables there are three Matzah. The Passover always has three Matzah, and there are 

layers of meaning that Jews and Christians have given to the three matzah. For us, they 
primarily represent the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. God is with us in our affliction. 
The center piece represents Jesus, who was broken like this (break the center matzah).   

 
Now we are going to play a little game of hide and seek. Jesus was the mystery of God, he was 
the redeemer kept hidden for ages. He left his place among the Father and the Spirit when he 
became human. This piece of bread is called the Afikomen which means: “that which comes 
later.”  The mystery of Jesus was not revealed at first to the Hebrew people, but only much later 
in their history.  

 
 When this piece is found, the one who finds it will redeem it and receive a great reward which 

shall be for all the people.  
 
 Kids, close your eyes now so we can hide the napkin of matzah.  
 
Someone hides it now  
   
Pastor Kevin:  Now we take the bottom Matzah and eat broken pieces of matzah dry. Because it reminds us of 

the brokenness of humankind before Jesus is found and our redemption is bought. Our spiritual 
ancestors ate the bread of affliction in Egypt. Those who are trapped in sin still eat the bread of 
affliction today, whether they are wealthy and free or poor and trapped.  Next year, may all who 
are trapped in sin come to celebrate the Passover meal.  

  



The Four Questions 
Pastor Kevin:  The Passover Seder is a celebration that teaches a story from one generation to the next, and the 

meaning of traditions. It is always a part of the Seder to have a child ask these four questions.  
 
Appoint the youngest person with you to ask these questions along with George.    
  
Child:  Why is this night different from all other nights?  
 
Pastor Kevin: In what way do you find this night different? 
 
Child: In four ways do I find it different.  1) On all other nights we may eat either leavened or 

unleavened bread, but on this night, we eat only unleavened bread.  2) On all other nights we 
eat all kinds of herbs, but on this night, we eat especially bitter herbs.  3) On all other nights we 
need not even once dip our herbs in anything, but on this night, we dip them twice, one herb in 
saltwater, and the bitter herbs in charoset.  4) On all other nights we eat either sitting or 
reclining, but on this night we recline.   

 
Pastor Kevin:  The four differences you have called to our attention are important and significant.  They are 

poignant reminders that freedom and liberty are cherished values not to be taken for granted 
therefore let me answer your questions one by one.   

 
1) We eat unleavened bread because, when our ancestors were told by Pharaoh that they could 
leave Egypt, they had no time to bake bread with leaven, so they baked it without leaven.   
 
2) At the Passover we eat bitter herbs to remind us of the bitterness our ancestors experienced 
when they were oppressed by the Egyptian taskmasters.   
 
3) At the Passover we dip twice: the karpas in saltwater, as we have already explained, and the 
bitter herbs in charoset, for reasons we will explain later.   
 
4) As a sign of freedom, we lean to the left when we partake of wine and symbolic food.  In 
antiquity, slaves ate hurriedly, standing or squatting on the ground, while royalty, nobility and 
the wealthy dined on couches.  Since we do not all have couches, we lean to the left when 
drinking the wine and eating the unleavened bread.   

 
 Through the food that we eat tonight and the manner in which we eat them we learn the 

meaning of freedom.  To appreciate what it means to be free we must be reminded of how it 
feels to be enslaved.  And so, we recall tonight the historic experience of our ancestors who had 
been enslaved in the Egypt of the Pharaohs.  By recounting their experiences, the freedom we 
long for becomes ever more meaningful and vital.   

 
  



The Story 

During this time, we are going to take turns reading the story.  Feel free to pause the video and read this story 
together as a family or you can listen as my family reads this story together.   
 
Reader: When Jacob and his children went down to Egypt, Joseph was already there, and had power in 

the land of Egypt. There was famine in all lands, but in the land of Egypt there was bread. And 
Pharaoh said to the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he tells you, you shall do.” And all the 
world came to Joseph in Egypt. After Joseph died and all his brothers, a new king arose over 
Egypt who did not know Joseph. And he said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are much 
to numerous for us. Let us then deal shrewdly with them, lest they increase and in the event of 
war, join our enemies in fighting against us and gain ascendancy over our country.” 

 
Reader:  So they set taskmasters over them with forced labor, and they built garrison cities for Pharaoh: 

Pithom and Ramses. The Egyptians embittered their lives with harsh labor at mortar and brick 
and in all sorts of work in the fields. But the more they were oppressed, the more they increased 
and spread out, so that the Egyptians came to despise and dread the Israelites. So Pharaoh 
charged all his people saying, “Every boy that is born shall be thrown into the Nile, but let every 
girl live.” We cried unto the Lord, the God of our  ancestors, and the Lord heeded our plight, 
our misery and our oppression. 

 
Reader: The Israelites groaned under their bondage, and they cried out. God heard their groaning, and 

God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
 
Reader: In those days, a son was born to Amram and Yokebed, of the tribe of Levi. Terrified by 

Pharaoh’s decree, Yokebed hid her baby in a little basket on the river. Coming down to bathe, 
the Egyptian princess found him, and adopted him, and called him Moses, saying, “I drew him 
forth from the water.” 

 
Reader: When Moses grew up, God sent him to bring forth his people from Egypt. Yet it was not Moses 

who delivered us, but the Lord Himself. And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand, by an outstretched arm and awesome power, and by signs and wonders; not through any 
intermediary or any supernatural being, but the Holy One, praised be He - He alone. 

 
Reader: The time the Israelites remained in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years. At the end of the 

four hundred and thirtieth year, to the very last day, all the hosts of the Lord departed from the 
land of Egypt. That same night is the Lord’s watch night for the children of Israel throughout 
their generations. 

All: “And the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand, by an outstretched arm and 
awesome power, and by signs and wonders.”    

 
 



The Second Cup- The Cup of Judgment 

Pastor Kevin:  We cannot delight in the suffering of others, even if they hurt us. When Pharaoh said “No” to 
God, as the children of Israel suffered as slaves in Egypt, God punished the Egyptians with bad 
things called plagues. The plagues were terrible for the Egyptians. The children of Israel were 
happy to be set free, but it did not make them happy to see the Egyptians suffer with the 
plagues.  Any time a part of God’s creation suffers, it takes away from our celebration. So, let’s 
remember the plagues of Egypt with the second cup, the cup of deliverance.  

  
Ask everyone to pour wine into their cup, and wait a moment until everyone is ready  
 
Pastor Kevin: We will count out the plagues by dipping our finger in our drink ten times, dropping juice onto 

our plates each time we say one.  Are you ready?  
Blood!  
Frogs!  
Gnats!  
Flies!  
Sick cows!  
Boils!  
Hail and Fire!  
Locusts!  
Darkness!  
Death of the Firstborn! 

 
Pastor Kevin:  For every drop of juice that we take out of our glass, we take away a bit of our own celebration. 

Because of Jesus, God doesn’t punish anyone like that anymore. He took all of God’s 
punishment upon himself. In the New Testament, Jesus taught us to forgive those who hurt us, 
and he commanded us to love even our enemies.  

 
Pastor Kevin:  Now everyone, drink the second cup.  
  
Drink the entire second cup leaning to the left.   
 



“Enough” by Chris Tomlin 

This is a time to reflect upon how God is more than enough in our lives and does more than He has to for us.   
 

All of You is more than enough for all of me 
For every thirst and every need 
You satisfy me with Your love 

And all I have in You is more than enough 
 

You are my supply, my breath of life 
And still more awesome than I know 
You are my reward, worth living for 
And still more awesome than I know 

 
Refrain: 

And all of You is more than enough for all of me 
For every thirst and every need 
You satisfy me with Your love 

And all I have in You is more than enough 
 

You're my sacrifice of greatest price 
And still more awesome than I know 

You're my coming King, You are everything 
And still more awesome than I know Refrain 

 
More than all I want, more than all I need 

You are more than enough for me 
More than all I know, more than all I can see 

You are more than enough 
 

More than all I want, more than all I need 
You are more than enough for me 

More than all I know, more than all I can see 
You are more than enough Refrain 

 
All of You is more than enough for all of me 

 
Chris Tomlin | Louie Giglio © 2002 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
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The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
  

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 
    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 
    Within Thy house forever! 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



The Seder Plate 

 Pastor Kevin: We will taste special foods tonight that help us remember our story. Let me tell you about them. 
As I tell you about these foods, pass around the top piece of Matzah to share and everyone break 
three pieces off and put them on your plate.  

  
 Matzah—The flatbread reminds us that the slaves had no time to get ready or bake bread with 

yeast when they left Egypt.  
 
 The Lamb Bone—the Passover lamb that was sacrificed and blood painted on the doorposts.  It 

reminds us that God passed over the house of the Children of Israel when the firstborn 
Egyptians died. We don’t eat lamb meat tonight because we no longer make sacrifices.  Jesus 
was the final sacrificial lamb.  The lamb bone reminds us that the final sacrifice was made.   

 
 Horseradish (bitter herb)— Bitter tasting herbs remind us of the cruel way Pharaoh treated the 

people of Israel by forcing them to be slaves in Egypt.  
 
 Charoset (pronounced: kha- ROH-set apple mixture)—a chopped up sweet mixture that 

reminds us of the clay and mortar that slaves used to build with in Egypt  
 
 Now we can share the foods of Passover, remembering our story…  
  
 Pass around the horseradish and dip your piece of matzah in it. Horseradish has a bitter taste, 

which makes us think of how hard life was as a slave. Everyone taste the bitterness of slavery as 
you eat the bitter herb.  

 
 Everyone now take the other two small pieces of matzah on your plate. We will taste both the 

bitterness of slavery and the sweetness of freedom in one bite. Make a small sandwich with two 
pieces of matzah and a spoon of Charoset, the apple mixture. Go ahead and eat your sandwich 
and think about how God was faithful and freed the slaves from Egypt. This sandwich has 
bitterness and sweetness inside. The bread reminds us that God provides what we need. The 
bitterness reminds us that being a slave was sad and hard. And the apple mixture reminds us of 
the hard work of building the slaves did in Egypt.  

  



Hallel Psalms 
A Time of Praise and Thanksgiving 

As the Seder continues, this is the time when families would often stop and read a favorite Psalm or two 
together as they took time together to praise God and remember all of the things that we have to praise God 
For.  Psalm 117 and 118 are two great examples.  Stop and read them together as a family.  If you wish, you 
can read other favorite Psalms as well.  Then take some time to listen/sing along to both the modern praise 
song “10,000 Reasons” and the hymn “Praise To The Lord The Almighty.”  As you listen to these modern 
songs of praise spend some time individually or as a family thinking and talking about what things you would 
like to praise God for. 
 
Psalm 117 
Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! 2 For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the 
faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD!  
 

 
Psalm 118  
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 2 Let Israel say, "His 
steadfast love endures forever." 3 Let the house of Aaron say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 4 Let those 
who fear the LORD say, "His steadfast love endures forever." 5 Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the 
LORD answered me and set me free. 6 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me? 7 
The LORD is on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 8 It is better to take 
refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. 9 It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust in princes. 10 
All nations surrounded me; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 11 They surrounded me, surrounded me 
on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 12 They surrounded me like bees; they went out like a 
fire among thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 13 I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, but the 
LORD helped me. 14 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 15 Glad songs of 
salvation are in the tents of the righteous: "The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 16 the right hand of the 
LORD exalts, the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!" 17 I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the 
deeds of the LORD. 18 The LORD has disciplined me severely, but he has not given me over to death. 19 Open 
to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 20 This is the 
gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 21 I thank you that you have answered me and have 
become my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 23 This is the 
LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 26 Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the LORD! We bless you from the house of the LORD. 27 The LORD is God, and he has made his 
light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 28 You are my God, and 
I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you. 29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for 
his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

  



10,000 Reasons  
by Matt Redman 

Chorus:  
Bless the Lord oh my soul Oh my soul 

Worship His Holy name 
Sing like never before Oh my soul 

I'll worship Your Holy name 
 

The sun comes up It's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass And whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing When the evening comes Chorus 

 
You're rich in love And You're slow to anger 
Your name is great And Your heart is kind 

For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons For my heart to find Chorus  

 
And on that day When my strength is failing 
The end draws near And my time has come 
Still my soul will Sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years And then forevermore 

Forevermore Chorus  
 

I'll worship Your Holy name I'll worship Your Holy name 
Jesus I will worship Your Holy name Sing like never before 

Oh my soul I'll worship your holy name 
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Praise To The Lord The Almighty  
by Fernando Ortega 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 
The king of creation. 

Oh my soul praise him 
For he is thy health and salvation. 

All ye who hear, 
Now to his temple draw near, 

Join me in glad adoration. 
 

Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things 
So wondrously reigneth. 

Shelters thee under his wings 
Yes so gently sustaineth. 

Hast thou not seen 
How all thy longings have been 
Granted in what he ordaineth. 

 
Praise to the Lord, who doth 

Prosper thy work and defend thee. 
Surely his goodness and mercy 

Here daily attend thee. 
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

If with his love he befriend thee. 
 

Praise to the Lord, oh let 
All that is in me adore him. 
All that hath life and breath 

Come now with praises before him. 
Let the amen sound from his people again, 

Gladly for aye, we adore him. 
 

Public domain 



The Reserved Seat 

 Pastor Kevin: In a Jewish Seder, there is a tradition to leave an open place at the table for an important man of 
God from the Old Testament named Elijah, who represented the hope of a Messiah.  

 
 In our Christian Seder, we leave one place reserved at each table, too, but not for the Messiah, 

who has already come. This spot is reserved to remind us that Jesus wants us to welcome new 
people into our church and make them feel at home. God wants us to share the good news of 
Jesus with our friends and neighbors.  We are to share with them generously and treat them 
with kindness and love.  

  
Children volunteer to open all the doors to show that we want to invite people into our Christian family so 
they can be free to learn about God, follow him, trust in him. 
 
  

Dinner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enter the Upper Room… 



Finding the Matzah 

Students go off in search of the hidden matzah and whoever finds it wins a prize. 
 
Pastor Kevin:  (takes the Afikomen that was found) It is believed that it is this bread that Jesus took when he ate 

his Passover Meal with his disciples, and when he had given thanks he broke it and gave it  to 
them saying, “take and eat this is my body given for you.”  And so now we each take a piece of 
this afikomen and eat it remembering the event that happened in the upper room on that night 
so long ago when Christ first gave this bread to His disciples telling them that it was His body 
given for them.   

 
  



The Third Cup- The Cup of Redemption 
Pastor Kevin:  Now we pour the Third cup of wine.  This is the cup we believe that Jesus took and said, “drink 

of it all of you; this cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of all your sins.  This do, as often as you drink of it, in remembrance of me.”   

 
 Jesus said this cup was the new covenant of redemption. Instead of being redeemed by God’s 

outstretched arm against our enemies, we have been redeemed by the outstretched arm of God 
against his own Son. Christ’s blood was poured out for us, just like a sacrifice in the Temple.  

  
All:  “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the 

riches of God's grace” Ephesians 1:7  
  
Pastor Kevin: And so now we drink this third cup of wine remembering the sacrifice that Christ gave for us on 

the cross and our redemption that was won through Him.  We remember what it would have 
been like in the Upper Room that night to have your friend, your mentor, your rabbi, your Lord 
change this beloved feast and  now offer you bread and wine saying that it was His own body 
and His own blood.  How can this be?  This is one of the great mysteries of the faith.  It is 
something that we have to take Jesus at His word as we believe Him that He is truly present in 
the bread and in the wine giving to us His very body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins.   

  
 



“Remembrance”  
by Matt Redman and Matt Maher 

Oh, how could it be  
That my God would welcome me  

Into this mystery?  
Say, "Eat this bread, take this wine"  

Now the simple made divine  
For any to receive  

 
See His body, His blood  

Know that He has overcome  
Every trial we will face  

None too lost to be saved  
None too broken or ashamed  
All are welcome in this place  

 
By Your mercy  

We come to Your table  
By Your grace  

You are making us faithful  
 

Lord, we remember You  
And remembrance leads us to worship  

And as we worship You  
Our worship leads to communion  

We respond to Your invitation  
We remember You 
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The Fourth Cup- The Cup of Praise  
Pastor Kevin:  Our Seder is almost complete. We have remembered the story of the Passover and our 

deliverance from Sin and Darkness into the glorious light of Christ. But at the same time, we 
are humbled by God’s love, that he should want us to be his people.  

  
All:  “I am the Lord, I will take you as my people and I will be your God.” Exodus 6:7 
  
Pastor Kevin:  The story of God’s redemption is not over: We still await a redeemed future. All creation still 

groans and longs for its final redemption. As Jesus left, he promised he would come again and 
restore all things. We have faith enough to believe that God will not leave the world the way it 
is, so we await the day in which He will again come and bring His Kingdom in fullness.  Let’s 
fill our glasses one more time. Let’s raise our glasses to praise God for His faithfulness to us!  

 
All: Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu melech ha-olam 
 “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has adopted us as your children, 

and allowed us to call you Father.” 
 
Pastor Kevin:  As we go into the world, let us go with compassion in our hearts. Give voice to the silent, give 

strength to the weak, and give grace to your enemies.  
  
All:  And love one another. For we are Christ’s Ambassadors. It’s all that easy….  
  
Pastor Kevin:  And all that hard. And so, we drink this last cup praising God for who He has been and all the 

incredible works He has done throughout history, throughout our lives.  We praise God who 
He is and for His continued work in our lives.  We praise God for who He will be as the battle 
is won.  God wins and because He wins so will His people have victory through Christ.  And 
so now we drink our final cup together.  Once we have finished our last cup, we join our voices 
together to once again praise God singing together the Doxology.   

 

 

“The Doxology” 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow 

Praise Him, all creatures here below 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
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