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2 Timothy 3:10–13  
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 

steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—

which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 

in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and 

being deceived.  

 

What is the context of these verses? 

These verses have to be read in the context of Paul’s discussion of true ministry versus false ministry.  

Check out what it looks like to be a false teacher in verses 2-5.  Paul then is setting himself up as the 

example of what faithful, godly ministry is to look like.  What Paul is about to show Timothy is not 

something foreign but something that he knows with deep intimacy and has experienced personally in his 

own life.  The language that is used in these words is describing the relationship of a teacher/master to their 

disciple.   

 

What are the aspects of Paul’s life and ministry that he wants to highlight and encourage in the life of 

Timothy? 

Paul calls Timothy to follow his: 

 Teaching 

 Conduct- As Paul notes, part of the problem with the false teachers was that their conduct or life 

didn’t match their message and destroyed their credibility.  Often times, the life is just as powerful 

of a witness as the message itself.  As we have talked a few times, Paul cannot comprehend a life 

that is unchanged when grace is at work.   

 Aim in life- See 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 9:19-23, 15:8-11; 2 Corinthians 5:16-27 

 Faith- This deals with Paul’s relationship with God. 

 Patience- Ministry effectiveness and success does not just happen instantly or overnight.  People 

take a long time to grow and change.  Thus, patience with people and circumstances is necessary for 

the longevity of ministry. 

 Love- If faith deals with Paul’s relationship with God, love is the outpouring of that relationship 

towards other people.  (John 13:34-35). 

 Steadfastness-  In the midst of hard times, suffering, and persecution, Paul never gave up or gave in.  

Paul was steadfast to the very end.  (Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-4, 5:11) 

  



 Persecution and suffering- Paul’s highlight here is suffering in 3 specific places that would have been 

familiar to Timothy namely Antioch (Acts 13:44-52), Iconium (Acts 14:1-7), and Lystra (Acts 14:8-

23). 

 Rescue- For Paul, suffering and God’s ability to rescue/deliver go hand and hand together. (Psalm 

33:5,18-20; 34:17-19)   

 

What bigger truth is Paul trying to communicate about suffering?  

In the Christian life, suffering is to be expected not the exception.  As we suffer, we stand together with the 

Old Testament prophets, Jesus, and the apostles.  Our earthly experience is not necessarily an indicator of 

our eternal experience.  Just because someone is going through a valley does not mean they took a wrong 

turn.  (See John 15:20; Acts 14:22; 1 Thessalonians 3:2-3; Philippians 1:29, 3:10; 2 Corinthians 1:6-7; 

Colossians 1:24) 

 

2 Timothy 3:14–17  
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 

salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for 

every good work.  

 

What is the main command to which everything has been pointing? 

Continue.  For Timothy, Paul was not trying to convert him but to encourage him in the midst of the 

challenges of life and ministry.  Paul wants his young apprentice to keep the faith and not give in or give 

up.  The verb that is used here is the same verb that is often translated as abide or remain; we see this in 

places like John 15.  (See also Timothy 4:16) 

 

What is the foundation upon which Paul is inviting Timothy to continue? 

 The content of what he has learned and been fully convinced 

 The relationships he had with those from which he learned it 

 The sacred writings that Timothy would have been raised in (Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Proverbs 22:6) 

that ultimately point to Jesus as the source of salvation 

 Faith in Jesus Christ who is able to save 

 

What does Paul teach about Scripture? 

 Scripture is inspired- Literally Paul says that Scripture is breathed into by God.  (See also 2 Peter 

1:20-21) 

 Scripture is useful- The terms that Paul uses for teaching and rebuking are all about doctrine.  Paul 

wants to make sure that all that is taught and believed is in accordance with the Word of God.  The 

Scriptures are the norming norm.  Notice that Paul is saying that ALL Scripture is useful for 

teaching not just the parts that we like, or just the New Testament.  The word that is used here, 

translated as correction, is from the Greek word to make straight.  The idea is that God might 

straighten or make right our paths.  Paul is painting a picture that Scripture is useful for head and 

heart, knowledge and life.   

 Scripture equips- For Paul, Scripture was training for life and ministry.  (Deuteronomy 32:46-47, 

Psalm 119, Luke 4:1-13) 

 


