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2 Timothy 2:8-19- Remember  

 

 
The Call To Remember in the Old Testament 
Exodus 12:26-27, Deuteronomy 6:20-23, Joshua 4:6-7, Psalm 78:10-11 
 
8 Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 9 for which I 
am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not bound! 10 Therefore I endure 
everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory. 11 The saying is trustworthy, for:  
 

                  If we have died with him, we will also live with him;  
            12       if we endure, we will also reign with him;  
                  if we deny him, he also will deny us;  
            13       if we are faithless, he remains faithful—  
 
How do we get through all of the craziness that we experience in life? 
For Paul, the answer really comes down to one word: remember. Paul calls us to remember truly 3 things: 

 The Gospel- the essence of the Gospel is found in the name Jesus Christ 
o Jesus (The Lord Saves) 

 Died on the cross to be our Savior 
 Rose again from the dead 

 God has the power to raise from the dead and is not powerless in our lives 

 Jesus rose form the dead and is still raised (God’s not dead) 

 The resurrection proves the Gospel (1 Corinthians 15:14) 

 Jesus’ resurrection speaks to God’s power to resurrect us 
o Spiritually for life now (Romans 6:4) 
o Physically in bodily form for eternal life (1 Corinthians 15:20-22 

 Because Jesus rose, he now reigns over all (Ephesians 1:19-20, Matthew 28:18) 
o Christ (The Anointed One/Messiah) 

 God kept his promises made to David and throughout the Old Testament 
 God fulfilled the prophets and all of the Old Testament (Luke 24:26-27) 

 The Power of the Gospel 
o The Gospel gave Paul the power to continue on and not give up in the midst of great trials and 

tribulations (see 2 Corinthians 11) 



o Paul can be thrown into prison but the ministry of the Gospel cannot be stopped (Philippians 
1:12-14, Matthew 16:18) 

o In the midst of persecution, we see the church continue to grow 
o The willingness of people to suffer for the Gospel gives power and evidence to the message of 

the Gospel 

 A Trustworthy Saying 
o We have life in Jesus now and for eternity 
o God is faithful even in the midst of our unfaithfulness 
o If we deny God, He will deny us (Matthew 10:32-33) 

 
14 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, 
but only ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no 
need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 16 But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people 
into more and more ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and 
Philetus, 18 who have swerved from the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are 
upsetting the faith of some. 19 But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who 
are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.”  
 
What is at stake in these verses? 
The answer is the very essence of the Gospel.  Paul once again is reminding Timothy that his task is to 
continue to remind the people of the truth and present the pure Gospel.  There are those who will want to 
change or tweak the Gospel for their own purposes, but this only serves to confuse people and lead people 
away from the truth.  Paul cautions against fighting over words and in many ways making things too 
complicated.  At the heart of this concern is how easy it is for us to spend all of our time talking about things so 
that we never have to do them.  For Paul, words matter and the truth matters.  It is then of utmost importance 
for those in leadership to present the pure Gospel and not allow anything to distract from it.   
 
What was the controversy over the resurrection all about? 
There were some in the church who were teaching that the final resurrection had already happened.  If this 
was true, then the people would be living in the eternal life that God has promised.  They were then using 
Paul, who was in prison at this point, as the counterexample to say that if God has the power to save then why 
was Paul in prison.  In doing this, they were robbing people of the sure and certain hope that we have in Jesus. 
 
What is Paul referring to in verse 19? 
Paul is referring back to an old story in Numbers 16 in which a group of people led by Korah sought to claim 
their right to be priests before God instead of Moses and Aaron.  Instead of defending himself, Moses left it up 
to God to declare who was His and who was not.  The message here is very similar to the words of Jesus in 
John 10:14-15.  Outward appearances may fool us, but God alone truly know who is His.   
 
The other side of this is that Paul is painting a picture that those who are truly God’s will live a life 
accordingly.  Paul cannot comprehend a life that has been touched by the message of the Gospel that is not 
changed by God’s work of grace.  This does not mean perfection, as is obvious throughout every character in 
the Bible.  But God’s call is to obedience as our lives are changed by the power of the Gospel.  This changed 
life has everything to do with our mission, ministry, and witness.   
 
 
 
 


