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Welcome  

Happy Easter!  This is one of the most exciting days of the year as we 

gather to celebrate the greatest news ever: Christ is risen!  But this 

incredible news is a part of even greater news.  This greater news is 

the story of God and His work in our world.  At the heart of this story 

is God’s mission.   
 

God’s mission, put simply, is to be in relationship with people like you and 

me so that we may be His own and live with Him in His kingdom.  The 

challenge is that ever since the beginning, people have rebelled against 

God and His vision for our lives.  But even when we rebelled, God 

continued to pursue us even sacrificed His own Son so that rebellion and 

sin might not define us or separate us from Him.  Jesus died and rose 

again so that we could be His people.   
 

And now God invites each of us to join Him in His mission.  What does 

that mean?  What does that look like?  Join us through the pages of 

this devotional booklet and on Sunday mornings at 9 AM at Our Savior 

as we explore God’s mission in our world and how His mission shapes our 

mission and our lives.  I can’t wait to walk this journey with you.  I 

hope you have a great Easter and Easter season. 

 

Pastor Kevin 



Week 1 

 

April  

21 What’s Going On?   

 

Job 19:23-27 

1 Corinthians 15:1-5 

Matthew 28:1-10 



Week 1 

 

April  

22 

In The Beginning God… 

Genesis 1 

Don’t you hate missing the first part of a drama? You have to 
scramble to figure out the story line and characters before you can 
understand what is going on. We celebrated Easter yesterday, but 
the story of God’s love began a long time before Easter. To 
understand why Easter is the biggest tipping point in history, we 
must go back to Genesis 1 where His Story (God’s story) begins. 
 

Genesis 1 opens with, “In the beginning, God…” God started the 
story by creating the heavens and the earth. As God worked, He 
filled the heavens with the stars, sun, and moon. He filled the earth 
with plants, animals, birds, and fish. He made flowers, sunsets, 
DNA, quarks, stars, and galaxies. And on His last day of work, God 
made man and woman. 
 

The first characters in the story of God’s creation were the man and 
woman that He created in His own likeness: Adam and Eve. He 
blessed them, provided them with food, and told them to be fruitful 
and multiply. He also gave them work: they were to be His stewards 
over all the earth. 
 

When God took time to step back, took a day of rest, and looked 
over what He had done, He saw it was all very good. In fact, it was 
almost too beautiful and too good for words to describe. Adam and 
Eve enjoyed perfect fellowship with God, and God was pleased 
with it all.  
 
The story was off to a good start.  God created and it was good, very 
good.   

Prayer Focus- Father, we praise You for Creation. 

Please draw us closer in fellowship with You.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What would it be like to have perfect fellowship with God? 

 What might it mean for humans to be created in God’s 
likeness? 
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April  

23 The Day It All Changed 

Genesis 3 

Adam and Eve enjoyed fellowship with God. God met their needs, 
they lived in the Garden of Eden, and their work as stewards was 
happier than any work we can imagine. However, soon another 
character intruded. The Evil One, the Father of Lies, came to the 
Garden as a serpent. 
 

God had set only one rule for Adam and Eve: they must not eat 
fruit from the tree at the center of the Garden; eating from that tree 
would bring death. The serpent, though, confronted Eve: “has God 
really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” Then 
the serpent contradicted God, claiming “You surely will not die!” 
Finally, the serpent tempted them with a lie: “if you eat from the 
tree…you will be like God.” Tragically, Adam and Eve disobeyed 
God and ate from the forbidden tree. 
 

Their disobedience brought sin and death into the world. God’s 
Creation was no longer good; it was defiled. Fellowship with God 
was broken; Adam and Eve tried to hide from God. Sin has infected 
the human race ever since. Adam had rebelled and tried to become 
like God, but that only led to death. 
 

God is holy and cannot tolerate sin. He imposed punishments 
upon the serpent, Eve, and Adam. Those punishments are with us 
to this day. Yet even there in the Garden when man turned from 
God, God chose to love. God loves His Creation, and He loves all 
people. We cannot restore our relationship with God because we 
are dead in sin. But God, even on that day, had a plan to set things 
right. 

Prayer Focus- Father, please forgive my rebellious 

nature. Thank You for not giving up on me!  

Questions to Ponder 

 How have sin, death, and decay affected human life? 

 How did God respond when Adam and Eve tried to hide from 
Him? 
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Week 1 

 

April  

23 



The Promise 

Isaiah 52-53 

Sin and death entered the world through Adam, infecting all 
people and all of God’s creation. The situation was hopeless, and 
the sad truth is that we cannot save ourselves from sin. We are dead 
in sin, and a dead person cannot even grasp a life preserver!  
 

Nevertheless, the Old Testament reports promise after promise that 
God would provide salvation for His people. His promises bring 
hope, but how could God make good on His promises? 
 

Someone had to take our punishment to save us; someone had to 
pay our penalty and satisfy God’s righteous wrath. We needed a 
sacrifice to save us from sin and death. This sacrifice had to be 
perfect, but nobody on Earth could be that sacrifice because we are 
all already infected by sin. Therefore, driven by His love for us, 
God did the unexpected: He sent His son Jesus to die for us. 
 

Isaiah 53 describes our situation: “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way.” This self-
interest describes Adam’s sin in disobeying God, and it describes 
the sin living in each of us. Yet the prophet Isaiah also tells us, “the 
Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all” and “he was pierced for 
our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we 
are healed.” In these promises we learn of the sacrificial death of 
Jesus, dying to save us!  Hundreds of years before Jesus walked the 
earth, this was the promise of God.   

Prayer Focus- Father, thank You for Your promises. 

Please help me grasp their meaning.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What did it cost God to save us from sin and death?  

 Why would He make such a sacrifice? 

 How do we react to such an astounding sacrifice? 
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April  

24 



April  

25 The Incarnation 

Luke 2 

God’s promises to save us from sin and restore us into His 
fellowship echoed down through the centuries. Finally, the time 
came to start His mission of redemption. God was not going to sit 
by and watch us spiral down to our fate, so He came in person to set 
things right! Jesus, only begotten Son of God, came to Earth to be 
born as a baby. We call this the Incarnation: that God left His 
heavenly glory to be born into a frail human body. He became one 
of us, yet without our persistent infection of sin. 
 

Shepherds near Bethlehem were among the first to know of God’s 
strange invasion of this sinful world. In the dark night of that first 
Christmas Eve an angel announced, “unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Moments later 
an entire army of angels arrived to proclaim peace and sing God’s 
praises. The Old Testament promised a Savior, and now He arrived 
– but as a baby. What a surprise entrance into God’s story! 
 

Eight days later Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple in 
Jerusalem to present the baby to the Lord, as the Old Testament 
required. An angel had told them, much earlier, that Jesus would 
be the Savior. The angel message relayed through the shepherds 
emphasized this news. Now, at the Temple, Simeon and Anna 
each prophesied further about Jesus as Savior. God had begun to 
answer his promises.  Immanuel, God with us, had been born.  But 
how would God’s plan play out? 

Prayer Focus- Father, thank You for sending Your 

only begotten Son to save us from our sin.  

Questions to Ponder 

 How do you think people expected God to provide a Savior? 
What would have surprised them about God coming as a 
baby? 

 How does God reveal Himself to you? 
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Week 1 

 

April  

25 



The Victory 

Romans 5 

The victory Jesus won by His death and resurrection is the biggest 
event of history between Adam’s original sin at the dawn of time 
and the fulfillment of God’s plan of redemption at the end of time. 
When we consider Easter and what God has done for us, we first 
think of it on a personal level. He saved me from my sin and for 
fellowship with Him. Yet what happened at Easter is much larger. 
What does this mean, and why do we call it a victory? 
 

Adam’s moment of rebellion against God made a huge impact: all 
of humanity has been lost in sin ever since. Even more, God’s good 
creation was no longer good. The world we see is a corrupt version 
of what God created. Turning the situation around required an 
immense effort. So immense, in fact, that it amounted to all-out 
war against the sin and death that Adam initiated and that had 
festered like a cancer ever since. To make this happen, to win this 
war, the Father sent His son, Jesus. 
 

Romans 5 tells us about what Jesus did: “For if, because of one 
man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more 
will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.” Jesus 
won this victory for you, for me, and for all creation. This ultimate 
of all restoration projects is in progress and will soon be complete! 

Prayer Focus- Father, please help us grasp what 

Jesus did at Easter, and give you praise.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Jesus saved us from the penalty for sin and restored us to 
fellowship with God, but we still struggle with sin. When will 
our restoration be complete? 

 What do struggle and suffering do for us? 
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April  

27 The Rest Of The Story 

Revelation 21 

The victory Jesus won by His death and resurrection make Easter 
the biggest event of history. Easter was crucial to God’s plan to 
rescue us from Adam’s rebellion. It was instrumental to His mission 
to save us from sin and death, and to restore His creation to its 
original goodness. And understanding the sheer magnitude of 
God’s mission helps us understand the huge impact of Easter. 
 

God’s mission is still in progress as He calls people to Himself with 
the Gospel of Jesus. We should also note that, if we are still here, 
we each have privileged roles in His work. His mission will reach 
completion in the fullness of time.  
 

Revelation 20 tells us what the end of the story looks like: “Behold, 
the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as 
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” We know 
how the story ends, and it is better than anything we can imagine. 
 

At the end of the story, we will live in perfect fellowship with God. 
Sin and death will disappear in the rear-view mirror, out of sight 
behind us. Knowing this truth gives us hope, comfort, and 
encouragement. God promises all of this, and God’s word is 
certain!  The mission began as God created man and woman to be 
in relationship with Him and will come to its conclusion as God 
will once again dwell with His people.   

Prayer Focus- Father, thank You for how the story 

ends. Please help us praise and serve You!  

Questions to Ponder 

 God’s mission is still in progress as people hear the Gospel of 
Jesus. What is your role in God’s mission? 

 Why is hope based on God’s promises different from wishful 
thinking? 
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Week 1 

 

April  

27 



Outside the Bubble 

 

Ezekiel 34:11-16 

Philippians 2:1-11 

Luke 15:1-7 

Week 2 

 

April  

28 



April  

25 Shepherding 

Ezekiel 34:11-24 

Whether we like it or not, there are several passages in scripture 
that refer to people as sheep. The main characteristic that many of 
these verses focus on is the sheep’s need for a shepherd. In Ezekiel, 
the people of Israel find themselves with shepherds who neglected 
to feed them, watch over them, and protect them. As sheep tend to 
do, they start to drift away and wander. We too often find ourselves 
scattered and drifting as we live our lives shepherded by things of 
this world. When we seek sustenance and guidance from society, 
wealth, recognition, or other people, we begin to scatter and get lost 
in a wilderness full of clouds and darkness. But just as God 
provided a good shepherd for the people of Israel, so He offers us a 
Good Shepherd. Christ came to find us as we wandered lost in the 
wilderness. He sought us out in our brokenness, as we roamed 
hungry and injured. And He provided us respite and protection 
under His outstretched arms.  

The thought of caring for sheep is daunting enough. But imagine 
what it must be like to care for every human being that has ever 
lived. That is what our God and Savior does. His heart hurts when 
we are lost in the darkness, or when we seek protection in things of 
this world. He desires that everyone knows Him as their shepherd. 
And for this reason He physically came to seek out all people; 
pursuing them, longing for them, and dying for them. Christ 
stepped down from His kingdom, so that you and I would be found, 
forgiven, and saved. He chose to leave the comforts of Heaven to 
walk alongside us, and to lead us into His green pastures.  

Prayer Focus- Lord, thank You for stepping down from 

Heaven and into our lives to be our Good Shepherd.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What things in your life tend to take over as shepherds in 
place of the Good Shepherd? 

 In what ways have you seen Christ’s shepherding care and 
protection in your life? 
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Week 2 

 

April  

29 



Jonan & Nineveh 

Jonah 1-3 

Have you ever had a kid cough all over their hands, rub their nose, 
and then pick up a toy and try to hand it to you? Did you reach out 
and take it without any reservations? Or did you pinch the edge of 
the toy between your two fingers and then immediately wash your 
hands afterwards? No one wants to touch a germy mess. When God 
told Jonah to go to Nineveh, he had no interest in getting anywhere 
near the Ninevites. Who knows what kind of gross mess they were 
living in!  

Instead of going to Nineveh, Jonah preferred to stay in his own 
bubble. He didn’t want to get messy and interact with “those 
people”? God, however, did not see the Ninevites as “those 
people”; He saw them as “His people”. He loved the people of 
Nineveh, and His heart hurt for them as a shepherd who had lost 
his sheep. God called Jonah to bring His lost and scattered sheep 
back to Him, but Jonah did the best he could to maintain his 
bubble. Three days, a storm, and an actual fishy mess later, Jonah’s 
bubble had been popped. 

Not only did God send a prophet to save the people of Nineveh, 
but He also sent the Prophet to save you and me. Christ never looks 
at us as a gross, sticky mess that He doesn’t want to touch. Instead, 
He steps down into our mess, giving up all of His sovereignty so that 
we may be made clean. Whether it be our own messy life, or the 
lives of another one of God’s beloved sheep, we have all been 
deemed worth dying for. And we are all worth getting messy for. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, thank You for loving me in my 

mess.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What mess is God working through in your life right now? 

 Who is someone outside your bubble who God might be 
sending you to? 
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Week 2 

 

April  

30 



April  

25 A Strange Calling 

Jeremiah 1 

“We’re gonna need a bigger boat.” That classic line is from Steven 
Spielberg’s Jaws. As a marine biologist, a sea-fearing police chief, 
and a drunken sailor set out to capture a killer shark, they soon 
realized that they were not prepared or equipped for what was to 
come. Many times in life we experience things that we do not feel 
prepared to handle. Unforeseen expenses, loss and grief, or a task 
that just seems insurmountable. The prophet Jeremiah certainly 
felt this pressure as God tasked him to be His voice to the people of 
Israel.  
 

There were many reasons Jeremiah did not feel equipped and 
prepared for this task. The first was that he wasn’t confident in his 
own abilities. As a young man he feared he wouldn’t have the words 
or the wisdom needed to fulfill this role. The second was that God 
directly told him this was going to be rough. The people of Israel 
were about to exchange hands from one conqueror to the next. 
Jeremiah’s time as a prophet would be filled with rejection, 
discouragement, and opposition. To make things more 
complicated, God told Jeremiah directly that the people He was 
sent to would not listen to him.  But God told him to put on his big 
boy pants (literally) and assured Jeremiah that he would be given 
the tools needed to do God’s work.    
 

Jeremiah stepped out of his bubble and into the unknown. The 
Good Shepherd also appoints us to leave our own bubbles and to 
feed His sheep. We may feel ill-equipped or that we are about to be 
eaten alive.  We may have success or fail miserably, but we can rest 
in knowing that God has promised us the same things He promised 
Jeremiah: 

1. Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you. 
2. I appointed you. 
3. I am with you to deliver you. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, give me the courage to go 

where You send me.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What things in your life might make you question if you are 
prepared to feed God’s sheep? 

 What tools and gifts has God already equipped you with to 
share His grace and love? 
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Week 2 

 

May  

1 



The Wee Little Man 

Luke 19:1-10 

As Zacchaeus sat perched in the tree, Jesus turned his attention from 
the crowd and directly addressed the wee little man. Jesus told 
Zacchaeus He wanted to spend time with him in his home; a house 
that was probably paid for with stolen money. Zacchaeus then 
scurried down the tree and received Jesus joyfully into his home. 
Finally, in response to his new relationship with Christ, Zacchaeus 
repented of his sins. It’s important to note that it was not the other way 
around. Jesus did not first show Zacchaeus his sins or tell him to 
repent. Instead, the Good Shepherd sought out this lost sheep and 
built a relationship with him. It was then through the amazing grace 
Zacchaeus received, that he changed his ways.  

As Christians we are called to love as Jesus loves us. But that isn’t 
always cut and dry. We wrestle with concepts like “hate the sin, love 
the sinner” and wonder at what point do we love our neighbor by 
calling them to change their sinful ways. Do we love a sinful non-
believer differently than we love a sinful brother in Christ? The truth 
is love isn’t simple. There are no overarching rules for what love looks 
like. Even when looking at how Jesus showed love to Zacchaeus, we 
know that this story doesn’t apply to all situations. So what do we do? 
How do we love? 

The understanding of love is found in God’s perfect grace. Grace is 
unconditional. Grace is made perfect when we are weak and when we 
fail. Grace is not contingent on the state of sin in people’s lives. Even 
when a shepherd changes the course of his sheep, he does it with 
grace. When we step out of our bubbles and into the lives of people 
we may not agree with or understand, we lead with grace and love will 
follow. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, fill me with Your grace, so that 

love will overflow from me.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What situations in life do you struggle to show love? 

 Who are the people in your life that you can give more grace 
to than others? 
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Week 2 

 

May  

2 



April  

25 The Sinful Woman 

Luke 7:36-50 

We all have a bubble whether we want to admit it or not. It’s our 
area, our people, our comfort zone. Even if we might occasionally 
step outside of our bubble, we end up back inside spending the 
majority of our time with the people we like. Now think about who 
is outside of your bubble. This doesn’t just mean strangers. We 
might see someone every day at work and they are still not in our 
bubble. This might be our next door neighbor, our family member 
who we keep at arm’s length, or the parent at school who doesn’t 
talk with the other parents. Now let’s get real. We might keep 
someone out of our bubble because we know they are having an 
extra-marital affair. They might be kept out because we smell weed 
coming from their house. They might be kept out because they are 
gay. We all have a bubble and we all keep certain people outside of 
it. But does that mean we should? 

Jesus’ example shows us what can happen when we live outside of 
our bubbles. Christ stepped out of the bubble created by His 
Pharisee host, and into the life of this “sinful woman”. He treated 
her as His sheep and not as a sinner. He gave her His time, 
attention, compassion, and love. And because He lived outside of 
the bubble, He was also able to give her His grace. 

When we exclude people from our bubbles, it is as if we are 
deciding who God’s grace is for. If we are to feed His sheep, but we 
don’t let people in, how will they ever be filled with the love of 
Christ? We may think we are doing the right thing by hating 
someone’s sin, but at what point does that keep us from being able 
to fully love the sinner? What if instead of seeing someone as 
“sinful”, we see them as someone Christ looked at and decided was 
worth dying for? If we too can see people this way, perhaps our 
bubbles will eventually pop. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, help me to see people as worth 

stepping out of my bubble for. 

Questions to Ponder 

 Who are the people you keep outside of your bubble? 

 Are there certain people you let into your bubble, but still 
don’t fully give them God’s grace? 
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Week 2 

 

May  

3 



The Unknown God 

Acts 17 

Prayer Focus- Lord, guide my feet as I live outside 

my bubble.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What might the people outside of your bubble be hungry and 
searching for? 

 What is your next step in moving out from your bubble? 

One of the best scenes movie moments comes from Pretty Woman.  
In that scene,  Julia Roberts is snubbed at a posh boutique in Beverly 
Hills while trying to buy clothes because she’s dressed like, well … a 
prostitute. The women in the store want nothing to do with her and 
she leaves hurt and broken. She then goes on to spend what I 
imagine is thousands of dollars of Richard Gere’s money at other 
stores. Afterwards, she comes back to the women who refused to sell 
her clothes and lets them know they made a “big mistake”. 

In the book of Acts, Paul spent a lot of time teaching in synagogues; 
a setting he was familiar with. Many of the Jews in these synagogues, 
however, did not want to hear what Paul had to say. The Jews did 
everything from banishing Paul to trying to kill him. Paul continued 
to preach to the Jews, but he also went on to teach in market places 
in cities like Athens. While in Athens, Paul found that many of the 
scholarly Greeks were hungry for spiritual wisdom and knowledge. 
Although they worshiped idols and set up temples to false gods, Paul 
didn’t let that stop him from stepping out of his bubble and into the 
Athenians’ lives.  

The people of Athens longed for a god that would answer their 
questions. Julia Roberts just wanted to be accepted. How many 
people outside of our bubbles are looking for something too? The 
world is hungry for unconditional love and acceptance. And whether 
they know it or not, there is a cross-shaped hole in their hearts. We 
have the opportunity to share God’s love and grace with them, so 
that their hearts may be filled. But to do that, we must see people as 
more than Jew or Gentile, prostitute or socialite, us or them. We 
must step out of our bubble in order to love them for who they are 
and love them for whose they are. 
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Week 3 

 

May  

5 A Clear Mission 

 

Exodus 3:1-12 

2 Corinthians 4:7-18 

Matthew 28:16-20 



Week 3 

 

May 

6 

Enough With The Excuses 

Exodus 3-4 

The very idea of God including us in His plans to spread the 
Gospel and make disciples is audacious and daunting. But He calls 
us into this mission as a real, life-long assignment, and participating 
in God’s mission is joyful and fulfilling. The daunting nature of it 
blinds and scares us, though, so sometimes we make excuses 
instead of seizing the opportunity. 

Exodus 3-4 shows that Moses made excuses, too, when God called 
him to serve. Moses: Who am I that I should go? God: I will be 
with you. Moses: What if they ask who sent me? God: Go in My 
Name. Moses: What if they don’t believe me? God: I will give you 
credibility. Moses: I can’t talk very well. God: I will help you talk. 
Moses: Send someone else. God: I will send Aaron with you, but I 
want you. 

The actual dialog between Moses and God was more detailed than 
this, but do you see any of your excuses in Moses? God has an 
answer for every excuse and objection. God can handle every 
challenge, He can meet every need, and He is ready for every 
circumstance. God’s sufficiency made up for any shortfall in Moses 
or any challenge in what He asked Moses to do. God’s sufficiency is 
here for us today as He invites us to share in His plans, His work, 
His mission. We have no reason to shrink back; rather, we have the 
joy, privilege, and honor of embracing God’s mission. 

Prayer Focus- Father, thank You for calling us into 

Your work. Help us see the opportunities You provide.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What keeps you from answering God’s call? 

 How might God respond to this? 

 Is participating in God’s mission a privilege or a responsibility? 
Why? 
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April  

25 A Picture of Discipleship 

John 8:31-32; 13:34-35; 15:1-17 

God’s mission is our mission, but what does this mean? Put simply, 
having been saved by grace, God calls us, by His grace, to make 
disciples. But what is a disciple of Jesus? 

Three passages from John’s gospel portray a disciple of Jesus in our 
Lord’s own words. John 8 says that a disciple abides in God’s word. 
We have truth and freedom, but these spring from the root of 
abiding in God’s word.  

John 13 says that disciples love one another like Christ loves us. 
People recognize disciples because of our Christ-inspired love that 
sparks their recognition of Jesus.  

John 15 says that disciples abide in Jesus, love one another, and 
bear God-pleasing fruit. Jesus’ words in John 15 build on John 8 
(because Jesus is the Living Word) and John 13. Jesus ties them 
together and adds an outcome: we bear fruit that pleases and 
glorifies God. A disciple abides in Jesus, loves like Jesus, and bears 
fruit like Jesus. Maybe that is why people call us Christians, or little 
Christs! 

It is a relief to understand that God makes disciple-making 
effective; it is not our own efforts but God working in and through 
us that makes things happen. God provides opportunities, means, 
and motivation, and He uses us to bear fruit in His mission. He uses 
us in His mission unless we shrink back with excuses, and 
sometimes He even reaches past our excuses to use us anyway! But 
what does making disciples involve? Our marching orders are in 
the Great Commission. 

Prayer Focus- Father, please help me abide in Your 

word and Your love, and make my life fruitful for You.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What does it mean to abide in God’s word? 

 Do you think we always see the fruit that God bears through 
us? Why or why not? 
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Mark’s Great Commission 

Mark 16:14-20 

The Great Commission (which defines our mission) in Matthew 
28:16-20 gives us Jesus’ command to make disciples by going, 
baptizing, and teaching. While most of think of Matthew when we 
think of Jesus’ Great Commission, Mark, Luke, and John also give 
an account of what Jesus said.  Today, let’s focus on Mark’s Great 
Commission and see what else we can learn about our mission 
from his account. 

Mark repeats part of the what (we go and proclaim) and where (all 
the world) of the Matthew passage. It also tells us what happens to 
those who believe or reject the Gospel. Hearing the Gospel of Jesus 
is a watershed event, so this is no surprise. Mark goes on, though, to 
report that God will provide miraculous signs. These include 
exorcising demons, speaking new languages, safety from snakes and 
poisons, and healing the sick. These miraculous signs occurred at 
one time or another in the Old Testament, during Jesus’ earthly 
ministry, or in the Book of Acts. Some of them occur today, but not 
everywhere or all the time. What is their purpose? Why does Jesus 
mention them here? 

Grounded in God’s Word we proclaim, share, and teach the 
Gospel, and share in God’s mission. God gives us credibility, and 
He gives His Word authority and power. Sometimes He also 
provides miraculous signs to validate the authority of His Word, 
particularly where the Gospel faces an unusual degree of 
opposition. God’s Word is universal and does not change, but God 
provides validating miracles to meet the needs of individual 
situations. Mark’s account assures us that God backs our witness 
with His power! 

Prayer Focus- Father, thank You for giving us Your 

Gospel. Please help us to share it faithfully.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Why doesn’t God provide miracles every time we share the 
Gospel? 

 How does God support us as we participate in His mission?  
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April  

25 Luke’s Great Commission 

Luke 22:44-49 

Luke’s account of the Great Commission tells us to proclaim 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins to all nations. We speak of 
God’s promise to restore people into His fellowship, which is a 
wonderful message of grace.  

Luke adds three details, though, to what we already read in 
Matthew and Mark. First, Jesus helps us understand the Scriptures. 
Second, we witness in the name of Christ. And third, we will 
receive power from God. Let’s consider the first two now and 
discuss God’s power later. 

In the Old Testament, God promised a Messiah (or Christ) to work 
His salvation for us and for all creation. Jesus fulfilled all of the Old 
Testament prophecies and promises about Christ. Some of these 
scriptures are hard to understand, and all of them are richer than 
they seem at first glance. They reflect God’s love and mercy, and 
the lengths to which He would go to save us, and they give us 
information about Jesus and about God’s intentions. Jesus helps us 
understand and use these details when we speak of Jesus and His 
Gospel. 

But what does a witness do? He tells what he knows and has seen, 
and that is what we do when we tell others about Jesus. Why do we 
witness in His name? It means that He makes us His 
representatives, or speakers, or ambassadors. This assignment is a 
huge honor, and maybe a little scary, but remember that God is 
with us every step of the way! 

Prayer Focus- Father, please teach us from Your 

Word so that we can speak clearly of Jesus.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Why is it important to base our witness on what we know 
about Jesus? 

 Where do we get that knowledge? 

 How do you feel about being God’s ambassador?  
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John’s Great Commission 

Mark 16:14-20 

John’s account of our mission opens with Jesus’ profound 
statement, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.” God asks us to go beyond speaking the Gospel 
and serving as ambassador. We each live as a little Christ, sent into 
the world as representatives and as sacrifices, just as the Father sent 
Jesus into the world to represent God and to sacrifice Himself for 
the sake of the Gospel. This is a bit jarring. What does it mean? 

Just as the Father sent Jesus so that people could know God, Jesus 
sends us so that people can know God. This includes knowing the 
heart and mind of God, realizing His promises, and experiencing 
His love. Just as Jesus put His life into the Father’s hands, we place 
our life into the Father’s hands. We give up our life that we might 
receive and live life at its fullest in Jesus. We live the Gospel, God’s 
plan to save us from sin and restore us to His fellowship, and by 
living and speaking it we share it with our neighbors. 

This all seems abstract and scary, when we think about it. 
Practically, though, it means we tell people what we know about 
God from scripture and personal experience. It means we show 
people God (and God’s love) by loving each other. Perhaps hardest 
of all, it means we forgive each other. And after promising the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus gives us His power to forgive. 

Prayer Focus- Father, please help us find and live 

life in You, and to forgive as You forgive.  

Questions to Ponder 

 How do people see God and the Gospel of Jesus in us? 

 What does it mean to truly forgive others?  
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April  

27 The Great Commission in Acts 

Acts 1:4-8 

In Luke’s account in Acts, Jesus provides more detail about God’s 
mission (and our mission). First, the timetable for God’s great 
project of restoration is in God’s hands. Second, God will send the 
Holy Spirit to empower us. Then Jesus recaps the project scope: 
our witness starts where we are and reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Make no mistake, God’s mission to save and restore carries a sense 
of urgency. People all around us are harassed and helpless, living 
day to day, and they need Jesus (this applies to us, too). They need 
to hear God’s promises and they need God’s love, mercy, and 
forgiveness. But God will give us opportunities to speak His peace 
to these people. His timetable for restoration and healing includes 
creating opportunities, so we don’t need to worry about forcing a 
conversation. Leaving it in His hands lets us focus on our part of 
the work. 

God’s mission also requires His power to open people’s minds and 
change their hearts. Like the timing, this is something only God 
can do. We need God’s help to be faithful witnesses and to tell 
what we know in a winsome way, a way that reflects His mercy. We 
also need God to make our words effective, to open hearts, and to 
change lives. This requires the power of the Holy Spirit working in 
us and those we meet. Just before ascending to Heaven Jesus 
promised to send us the Spirit, and we thank God for His help! 

Prayer Focus- Father, thank You for including us in 

Your mission. Please make us bold for Jesus.  

Questions to Ponder 

 How do you recognize the opportunities God provides for 
your witness? 

 What does it mean to witness winsomely, without getting in 
the way of God’s message of the Gospel?  
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Ezekiel 36:22-36 

1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
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April  

25 The Valley of Dry Bones 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

What is in the power of a word?  As I think back over my life, I can 
think of many different kinds of words that have been spoken to me.  
Words that brought a giant smile to my face.  Words that helped 
me realize I wasn’t the only one.  Words that encouraged me when 
I was ready to give up.  Words that changed my life when I heard 
that I was going to be a parent.  Words that destroyed every bit of 
confidence I had.  Words that destroyed friendships.  As we think 
about words, my guess is that you will come to the same conclusion 
that I have: words have power.   
 

In Ezekiel 37, we see once again the power of words as the prophet 
Ezekiel is led out into the middle of a valley filled with dry bones.  
At first blush, this sound kind of creepy like a scene out of a 
Halloween movie.  Nevertheless, Ezekiel was given one command: 
prophesy to these bones.  He was commanded to speak words.   
 

Now you or I could go out into any cemetery and speak all we want 
to, but absolutely nothing would happen.  My guess is that if we 
could ask Ezekiel, he would have said the same thing.  But what we 
see happen is Ezekiel speaks and dry bones become live bodies.   
 

What made this possible?  The power and work of the Holy Spirit.  
The one who has the power to bring life out of death, hope where 
there is no hope, and strength in the midst of weakness.  And this is 
the same Holy Spirit who is alive and well and working in you and 
me.  He has the power to create faith and use you as His         
instrument and tool to change the world.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, thank You for the gift of the 

Holy Spirit to work Your power in my life.   

Questions to Ponder 

 What are the most life changing words that have been spoken 
to you? 

 As you think about the power of the Holy Spirit, what are the 
first things that come to mind?   
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Promise of the Spirit 

Ezekiel 36:22-38 

What are the favorite gifts that you have received?   Maybe, it was 
the bike or guitar or Barbie dream house that you received as a kid.  
Maybe, it was tickets to Disneyland or to a baseball game.  Maybe, 
it was the surprise visit of a special friend or family member.  
Maybe, it was something special that someone made for you with 
great care and love.   
 

In Ezekiel 36, we hear about one of the greatest gifts that we will 
ever receive: the Holy Spirit.   In some ways, it feels a little weird to 
call the Holy Spirit a gift, but that is exactly what Peter does in the 
Acts 2:37 when he says that in baptism we receive the gift of the 
Holy  Spirit.   
 

The question that I want to invite us to look at in Ezekiel 36 is: 
what does the Holy Spirit do?  In this text we really see 3 things: 
 The Holy Spirit breaks our heart of stone and gives us a new 

heart and a new spirit (vs. 26)- He takes us who were dead in 
sin and makes us alive in Jesus.  He turns us from being anti-
God to believing in God.  He creates faith in us.   

 The Holy Spirit equips us to follow God (vs. 27)- The Holy 
Spirit not only brings us to faith but equips us for lives of faith.  
The Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to walk with Jesus and 
follow God’s desires for our lives.  Paul puts it this way in 
Philippians 2:13, “for it is God who works in you, both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure.”  God gives us the desire and 
the ability to not only follow Him but do His work.   

 The Holy Spirit works so that the world may see God at work 
in us (vs. 22-23)- The Holy Spirit uses us to show God’s power, 
God’s love, and God’s work to a watching world.   

Prayer Focus– Heavenly Father, open my eyes to see 

the work of the Holy Spirit in my life.     

Questions to Ponder 

 What made your favorite gift so special? 

 How have you seen the Holy Spirit work in your life?  The 
lives of people around you? 
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April  

25 Jesus’ Promises  

John 14:15-31; 16:4-15 

Do you remember the experience of first learning to ride a bike?  
You started off with a tricycle.  You were off zooming all around the 
driveway.  As you got older, you graduated to a bike with training 
wheels.  Eventually, you got to the point that it was time for the 
training wheels to come off.  So your dad took off the training 
wheels.  As you got on the bike, it was a bit wobbly so your dad held 
it for you as you got on and got going.  He would run behind you as 
you pedaled.  You begged him not to ever let go, but eventually he 
did.   
 

I can only imagine that this is how the disciples felt when they 
heard Jesus talk about them doing ministry and mission work.  As 
long as Jesus was there, it was all good.  If they got stuck, Jesus 
could bail them out.  No big deal.  But then Jesus told them that 
He was sending them out to do ministry and He would not be 
there.  But in John 14 and 16, Jesus assures the disciples that even 
though He would not be bodily present with them, they would not 
be alone.  Jesus promised them the Holy Spirit.  Just as Jesus was 
the living, breathing presence of God in their midst, the Holy Spirit 
would continue that ministry of Jesus as the living, breathing pres-
ence of God.   
 

As we think about ministry in our lives, at times it can feel daunting 
and terrifying.  We feel underqualified and ill prepared.  But the 
promise of Jesus is that we are not sent out to do mission alone.  
The Holy Spirit is present with us every step of the way.  The Holy 
Spirit will give us the words to speak.  The Holy Spirit will equip us 
in all that He has called us to do.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, thank You that I am not alone 

but that Your living presence is a constant in my life.   

Questions to Ponder 

 What specifically does Jesus say the Holy Spirit does in these 
verses? 

 What does it mean to you that the Holy Spirit is the presence 
of God in your life?  
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The Grand Entrance 

Acts 2 

As I read the stories in the Bible, there are certain ones that I know 
I would not have wanted to be present for.  Take for instance the 
flood.  I’m glad I got to sit that one out.  The crucifixion of Jesus is 
another one for me.  I’m so glad that Jesus bled and died for me, 
but I’m also glad that I didn’t have to be there in person.   
 

Acts 2 is a completely different story.  I would have loved to be 
present for the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit made His 
grand entrance.  I would have loved to hear that mighty rushing 
wind.  I would have loved to see what it looked like to have 
disciples walking around with fire hovering over their heads.  I 
would have loved to have seen Peter, the guy who struggled at times 
to do and say the right things at the right times, get up and give his 
awesome sermon.  It would have been a pretty powerful sight that 
day to see 3,000 people from all over the globe come to faith and be 
baptized.  This was an awesome day.   
 

But here is the question that I want us to ponder: what made Peter’s 
sermon so effective that day?  Was it the theatrics of the rushing 
wind and tongue of fire hanging over his head?  Was it that Peter 
was such a dynamic and captivating preacher?  No and no!  What 
made Peter so effective?  The Holy Spirit was working in and 
through Peter, and with the Holy Spirit at work all things were 
possible.   
 

And this is the same Holy Spirit that dwells in you.  The Holy Spirit 
can take a fisherman and make him a preacher.  The Holy Spirit 
can and will take you and use you to accomplish God’s will and 
purposes in this world.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, I am filled with so many excuses, 

like (fill in the blank).  Remind me of your power.    

Questions to Ponder 

 What do you see as your biggest obstacle to doing ministry?   

 How can the Holy Spirit help you with that obstacle? 
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April  

25 Chance of Success 

Acts 5:17-42 

There are certain stories and characters in the Bible who just don’t 
get enough air time.  For instance every bald guy loves the story of 
Elijah and the she-bears (2 Kings 2:23-24).  Caiaphas was brilliant 
when he said that it was better for one man to die than for the 
entire nation to perish, even if he didn’t have a clue what he was 
saying (John 11:49-51).   
 

I put the story and the words of Gamaliel from Acts 2 in the same 
category.  Peter and the apostles are on trial before the council.  
The religious leaders are fed up and have no clue what to do with 
the apostles because they just won’t stop telling people about Jesus.  
So, Gamaliel gets up and gives a speech full of wisdom. Check out 
these words of verses 38-39: 

So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men 
and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of 
man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!"  

 

Think about what Gamaliel is saying in those words.  If something 
that we are doing is of man, it will fail.  It might go well for a while.  
It might have a great beginning but will fizzle out in the end.  BUT 
(and this is a big but) if what we are doing is of God, NOTHING 
will be able to stop us.  The power of God at work in our lives and 
world is greater than the obstacles that we face.  For here is the 
truth that we need to understand about the mission of God: God 
will accomplish his purpose in this world.  God is good.  God is 
great.  God is even greater than the greatest challenges and 
obstacles that we face.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, open my eyes so that I might 

see Your desires for my life and Your ongoing work.    

Questions to Ponder 

 What are things in life that you have started well on that have 
fizzled in the end? 

 Why do things seem to fizzle out?  
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Spiritual Gifts 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

What is it that comes to mind when you hear the term spiritual 
gifts?  Do you think of something that is touchy feely and just gives 
you the creeps?  Do you think of something that is useful for 
serving the church but is pretty irrelevant for the rest of life?  Do 
you think of some test that you have to take that will be tabulated at 
the end that will tell you that you should be doing something that 
you really don’t want to be doing in the first place or are already 
doing?   
 

At times, spiritual gifts can get a bad rap, but Paul sees spiritual gifts 
as things of vital importance.  Paul even says that he doesn’t want 
the Corinthian church to be uninformed concerning them.  As we 
look at these verses from 1 Corinthians 12 there are three big ideas 
that we can’t miss about spiritual gifts. 
1) Spiritual gifts come in all shapes and sizes (v. 4).  Just like there 

are not two people who are the same, the Holy Spirit gives very 
different gifts to different people.  This is a good and beautiful 
thing.  The world and the church need all sorts of gifts to make 
society work.  Wouldn’t it be scary if everyone in life was an 
engineer?!?!  Wouldn’t it be scary if everyone in life was an 
artist or a pastor?  But the reality we need all of them! 

2) Spiritual gifts are given for the common good (v. 7).  As a kid 
you didn’t receive gifts for your birthday to stare at them and 
throw in the back of your closet to never be seen again.  In the 
same way, you are given gifts to be used to make a difference in 
the lives of other people.   

3) Spiritual gifts are given by the Holy Spirit.  I know this may 
sound obvious but the Holy Spirit puts the Spirit in spiritual 
gifts.  Paul doesn’t want us to miss that these gifts are given to 
us by God himself.   

Prayer Focus– God, you have given me so many gifts, 

help me to use them to be a blessing to others.   

Questions to Ponder 

 What is a spiritual gift or passion that you have? 

 How could a passion of yours be used to help someone else?   
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19 Transformed By Love 

 

Psalm 32 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 

John 4:1-15 
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God’s Love For Us 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

Disneyland likes to say that it is “the happiest place on earth,”  and 
for many people Disneyland has become a favorite destination.  But 
have you ever thought to consider what is it that makes Disneyland 
so great?  It is the way over priced, mediocre food that you buy?  Is 
it the hour long wait to ride a ride that will be over in 90 seconds?  
Is it the wall to wall people that make it difficult to move?  Is it the 
$149 admission price?  My guess is that it is none of the above.   
 

What makes a Disney park so amazing is that they have figured out 
how to tap into and captivate our imaginations bringing us back to 
our childhood or transports us to world’s unknown that we have 
only visited in our dreams.  That is why it is such a magical place.   
 

As Paul writes in Ephesians 3, his hope is that our hearts and minds 
and imaginations might be captivated not with fairy tales and 
princesses but with God’s love for us.   
 

On the surface, this sounds somewhat odd.  We know that God 
loves us, after all many of us grew up singing “Jesus Love Me.”  
We’ve heard the story of Jesus and the cross.  We can recite John 
3:16 by heart.  We know that God loves us, but I wonder for how 
many of us has the love of God just become commonplace, 
expected, maybe even boring.   
 

What Paul recognizes is that God’s love for us is not normal or 
ordinary.  It’s unlike anything that we have ever experienced before.  
We could spend our entire lives mining the depths of God’s love 
for us and never come to the end of it.  Let’s imagine anew God’s 
love.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, help me to never think that I 

have completely comprehended the depths of Your love. 

Questions to Ponder 

 In what ways has God’s love become normal and expected for 
you? 

 In what ways is God’s love beyond our wildest imaginations?   
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April  

25 Imitators 

Ephesians 5:1-2 

If you have ever spent any time with a toddler, you have probably 
learned a very important lesson: you have to be very careful about 
what you do or say around them.  Toddlers are like sponges.  They 
learn what to do and say by watching the people who are around 
them.  They can and will do and say anything they see or hear.  It 
can be absolutely terrifying as you begin to see the best and worst of 
yourself in them.  The amazing thing is you never have to tell a 
toddler to do what you do, they just do it naturally.   
 

And yet imitation doesn’t stop as toddlers, I remember as a kid 
playing in the backyard trying to dunk a basketball like Michael 
Jordan with my tongue hanging out of my mouth.  I remember 
trying to imitate the intensity of Will Clark playing first base and 
swing just like him.  Look at the way hairstyles or clothing will 
change just because someone famous wore those clothes or 
hairstyles.  The point is this: life is filled with imitation.   
 

Paul recognizes that imitation is not a 20th or 21st century 
phenomena but something that goes back even into the 1st century.  
Recognizing the importance of imitation, Paul calls followers of 
Jesus to be imitators of Jesus.  His goal, his vision, his hope is that 
we would be ones who would be with Jesus enough to know how 
He talks, how He acts, how He responds, how He loves.  And 
knowing what Jesus does, we would respond and do likewise.  I’m 
reminded of John 13, where Jesus says that people will know who 
His disciples are because they will love as He loved them.  The call 
is to be an imitator of Jesus in every aspect of our lives.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, I confess to You that I 

struggle to imitate Jesus in ______________   

Questions to Ponder 

 What is one way that you try to imitate Jesus in your life? 

 What is the biggest challenge in your life to imitating Jesus? 
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Life In Christ 

Galatians 2:19-21 

One of my favorite books as I was growing up was the classic The 
Little Engine That Could  by Watty Piper.  The book is the story of 
a little engine that is tasked with doing something beyond its 
normal capacities because he is the only one who can do it.  The 
main line in the book is, “I think I can.  I think I can.  I think I 
can.”  The moral of the story is you can do anything that you put 
your mind to.  With self-will, determination, and hard work, all 
things are possible.   
 

This is a great lesson to learn in many areas of our lives, but what 
about when it comes to our spiritual lives? Is faith one of those 
things we can muster with enough will power and determination?  
Can we make ourselves holy if we only try hard enough?   This is 
not the picture that God’s Word paints for us of the Christian life.  
In 1 Corinthians, Paul says, “no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except 
by the Holy Spirit.”  In Philippians Paul says that “it is God who 
works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”  Now 
this is not to say that we are bystanders in this whole process or 
robots being reprogrammed by God.  The reality is we are God’s 
beautiful work in progress.   At times we lean into this work, while 
at other times we rebel against it.   
 

Paul brings all of this into beautiful focus in Galatians 2 as he says, 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”   
The picture that Paul is painting is that we have been crucified 
with Christ.  This is passive.  This is God’s work in our lives, but 
then says we now live in Christ.  This is active.  The life of Faith is 
lived as Christ works in us, and we live our lives out of the work of 
God.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, give me the strength to live 

out of Your ongoing work in my life.   

Questions to Ponder 

 In what ways is our life in Christ passive? 

 In what ways is our life in Christ active? 

 What does it mean to be crucified with Christ? 
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April  

25 Paul’s Ministry 

1 Thessalonians 2 

If you have ever spent time with a young child, you have probably 
figured out that they will do just about anything for applause.  If 
they see that what they are doing is bringing you joy and you will 
clap for them they will keep doing it for hours on end.  As much as 
this is generally associated with children, I’m not sure we ever truly 
grow out of it.  In organizational dynamics, the theory is taught that 
people do what gets rewarded, consciously or subconsciously.  Why 
is this?  We live for the applause and approval of others.  It drives us 
and motivates us.   
 

As Paul talks about doing ministry, he recognizes this reality in our 
lives but seeks to reorient these desires.  For Paul, ministry is not 
about seeking the approval of the people he is doing ministry with.  
It is not a popularity contest or what will get him rich.  For Paul 
ministry is all about pleasing one person: God.  Here is how Paul 
puts it in 1 Thessalonians 2:4:  

but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with 
the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to please God 
who tests our hearts.  

The heartbeat of Paul’s ministry was serving God.   
 

As we think about the idea of ministry in our lives, Paul’s aim 
should be our aim.  We live for God.  We live to please God not 
others, but notice in verse 7 that Paul says he did ministry gently.  
God’s calling upon our lives is not to be jerks for Jesus.  Ministry 
doesn’t happen by being bulls in china shops.  Ministry happens 
with gentleness and love as we work to share God’s love  and grace 
with those whom God has placed around us.   

Prayer Focus– God help me to focus on pleasing You 

rather than living to please others.   

Questions to Ponder 

 What is Paul’s vision for ministry that we see in 1 
Thessalonians 2? 

 How does working to please God rather than people generate 
freedom to serve God?   
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Generosity 

2 Corinthians 8-9 

Money.  I’ve said one word and many are tempted to stop reading 
already.  Why is money such a sensitive topic?  Greed.  Fear.  It’s a 
private subject.  For so many of us, money makes us nervous 
because there never seems to be quite enough of it.  We hold onto 
what we do have as tightly as possible so that we can feel just a little 
bit secure knowing that we can take care of ourselves and whatever 
life throws our way.   
 

I think those feelings and emotions are what make the passage from 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15 so powerful.  In these words Paul paints a 
pretty glowing picture of the Macedonian Christians.  They heard 
that there were fellow Christians who were struggling and in need.  
How did they respond?  They gave generously of all they had in 
order to be a help and a blessing to others whom they had never 
met.   What a beautiful picture of generosity!   
 

So here is my question for us to ponder: what moves a person from 
hanging onto everything they have with a death grip to giving even 
beyond their means to support people they may never meet?  I’ll 
give you a hint: It wasn’t the promise of a tax write off.  What 
transformed their hearts and made them so generous?  The grace of 
God.  They experienced the love and grace of God in Jesus who 
though he was rich became poor.  They began to see everything in 
their lives as not something they had earned but a gift of God’s 
grace.  The result was hearts and lives that were transformed.  The 
point of all of this is simple yet profound:  God’s grace transforms 
our entire lives in ways that we expect and in ways that are 
completely unexpected.    

Prayer Focus– Holy Spirit, reveal to me areas of my life 

that need transforming and continue to work in me.   

Questions to Ponder 

 Why do you think money is such a touchy subject for people?    

 In what other areas of our lives, can we show/practice 
generosity?   
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April  

27 Conformed or Transformed 
Romans 12 

As you launch into today’s devotional, I invite you to spend a few 
minutes looking back over some photos from the past.  Have fun 
with it!  Look back at your wedding pictures or your high school 
year book.  Look back at picture of when your kids were little.   
 

My guess is that this little exercise evoked some emotions.  
Hopefully you had some good laughs seeing how much you have 
changed over the years.  As you think about the picture that you 
looked at think about all of the different fashion trends you saw.  
How many different hair styles did you sport?  How many different 
clothing fads did you wear?  But here is the question: why?  Why 
did you do that hairstyle or sport that rocking fashion trend?  My 
guess is the honest answer is that you were doing what was in at that 
time.  It’s a simple example of how we like to conform to our 
environment.  We like to blend in and fit in.   
 

Paul has a very different picture of the Christian life than just trying 
to fit it.  In Romans 12:2, he says: 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.  

Paul says we are to be transformed not conformed.  Paul isn’t saying 
that we are to be different just to be different.  Instead, when God is 
at work in our lives we are changed and renewed.  It changes the 
way we think, the way that we talk, the way that we look at 
ourselves, others, even the world.  Life is no longer about trying to 
be like everyone else but living God’s way.     

Prayer Focus– God, give me courage to lean in to 

Your transformation and not give in to conformity. 

Questions to Ponder 

 What are ways that you feel pressure to be conformed to the 
ways of the world?  

 How have you seen God transform you?   
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Known For Love 

 

Genesis 45:1-15 

1 John 4:7-21 

John 13:31-35 
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April  

25 Ruth’s Love 

Ruth 1 

Everybody is known for something.  David is known as the giant 
slayer.  Moses is known for being the guy who parted the waters of 
the Red Sea and receiving the 10 Commandments.  Jonah is 
known for his stay in the belly of a great big fish.  Joseph is known 
for his coat of many colors.  Peter is known for putting his foot in 
his mouth.  John the Baptist is known for his message of 
repentance.   
 

But what about Ruth?  What is Ruth known for?  More than 
anything else, Ruth is known for her love of her mother-in-law 
Naomi.  This was an incredible love.  When cultural norms and 
even the pleading of Naomi told Ruth to think about herself and 
her own future,  Ruth chose to love Naomi.  Think about all that 
Ruth did: 

 Ruth stayed when it would have been easier to go home to 
her own family.   

 Ruth moved back to Bethlehem with Naomi leaving her 
homeland. 

 Ruth went begging for food in a field at the urging of 
Naomi. 

 Ruth listened and obeyed Naomi’s crazy plans.   
Ruth’s story is that of great personal sacrifice for the sake of love.  
When everyone else would have stopped, Ruth kept going.  Ruth’s 
love was truly a special love.    
 

What was Jesus known for?  We could mention His birth, His 
miracles ,or his teachings, but towering over all of these is His great 
love for us,  It was love that led him to the cross where he gave his 
life so that we could be His own.  To know Jesus is to know God 
and His love for us.  And now the calling of Jesus on our lives is to 
love others with that same love. 

Prayer Focus– Lord, I thank You for Your unfailing 

love for me.  May I continue to learn to love from You.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What, to you, was the hardest thing Ruth had to do to love 
Naomi?   

 If we were to ask those who know you best, what would they 
say you are known for? 
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Joseph’s Love 

Genesis 45 & 50:15-21 

Corrie Ten Boom was a Christian survivor of the holocaust.  In 
concentration camps, she experienced despicable things including 
the death of her sister.  What she experienced, no one should ever 
have to experience.  She tells the story of the night years later when 
she has spoken of God and His love and grace at a church.  
Afterwards, when everyone else was leaving,  one of the guards from 
her concentration camp came up to her and asked for forgiveness.  
Corrie says that it was only by the power of God that she was able to 
extend her hand and offer him forgiveness.  What a picture of grace 
and forgiveness and love.   

In many ways, Corrie’s story reminds me of the story of Joseph.  
Joseph’s brothers hated his guts.  They sold him as a slave because 
he wasn’t worth anything to them if they killed him.  In their 
minds, he was out of their life for good.  But when disaster struck 
and they had no more food, Joseph’s family was forced to go 
begging for food in Egypt.  And who was the one who had the final 
decision on whether or not they got food?  You guessed it, Joseph.  
If there was ever a time for revenge or hatred this was it, but instead 
Joseph chose to love them.   

Love can be extremely hard at times.  Sure, there are people that 
we want to love and are easy to love because they love us.  But what 
about when it’s people who hate your guts or wished you were 
dead?  What about when it’s someone who is weird or annoying?   
What happens when it is a person who has caused us great personal 
pain?  In those moments, love is hard.  Yet Corrie and Joseph’s love 
is a reflection of Jesus’ love for us.  It’s a love that loves even the 
unlovable.  I’m reminded of the verse from the great Lenten hymn: 
“My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be.  O who am I, 
that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die?” 

Prayer Focus– God, there are people in my life that 

are hard to love.  Help me to love them as You love me.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Who is someone in your life, besides God, that has shown you 
love when you didn’t deserve it?  

 Who is someone you are struggling to love?  

 What would it look like to show them love?   
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April  

25 The Early Church 

Acts 2:42-47 

Pentecost had to be an incredible day.  First there were the tongues 
of fire and the mighty rushing wind.  Then there were the disciples 
speaking in tongues so that everyone could understand what they 
were saying even though there were people from all over the globe 
there.  Peter gave a great sermon through the power of the Holy 
Spirit and thousands of people were saved.   
 

But what happened next?  There can be one awesome day but then 
everyone goes back to life as normal.  But here is the thing, what we 
hear in Acts 2:42-47 is that no one went back to life as normal.  
People from all over the globe who had come to Jerusalem for a 
pilgrimage to worship were now staying and trying to make it home 
so that they could be a part of the church.   
 

So what did they do?  How did they make this work?  Here is what 
Luke describes in Acts 2:44-45: “And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need.”  What were they doing?  Everyone was selling all 
that they had to take care of one another.  Contrary to what some 
have suggested, this doesn’t mean that the church is supposed to be 
a community of communists.  Instead, this is a picture of how since 
day one the church has worked together to take care of one 
another.  People sacrificed not going home to be a part of the 
church and were now homeless, so those who had something used 
what they had to care for those in need.  This was a community of 
love that took care of one another.  Our situation may be very 
different but God’s call to His church today is to follow the lead of 
the early church and be a community of love that loves one 
another. 

Prayer Focus–  God, help me to love those whom You 

have placed around me in Your church. 

Questions to Ponder 

 What are ways that you have seen people within the church 
love and care for one another?  

 How does this picture of the life of the church relate to his 
prayer in John 17:20-26? 
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A Call to Love 

1 John 3 & 1 Peter 4:8-11 

What king of love is the love of God?  Because let’s be honest the 
word love can become kind of a tired word.  We use the word love to 
describe our favorite ice cream or pizza.  We use love to describe 
how we feel about a song or a movie or a book.  We use it to describe 
how we feel about our bestie and our dog.  We use love to describe 
how we feel about our kids and our spouse.  So what does love 
actually mean?  What does it mean when we hear that God loves us?  
Are we talking about the way we feel towards nachos or the way we 
feel about our kids?  That’s the question that John is trying to answer.   
 

The answer to this question comes not in hallmark cards or just 
words or promises.  The love of God is not earthly but comes from 
heaven.  The love of God is broad, deep, marvelous, unimaginable, 
incomprehensible, boundless, endless, measureless.  We see the love 
of God on display for all the world to see as Jesus is born in a manger 
in Bethlehem.  We see the love of God on full display as God makes 
his dwelling among us, the one who created us comes and dwells 
with us.  We see the love of God on display as we look at the cross 
where His love does not shrink from any sacrifice.  We see the love 
of God on display as we look at the cross.  Where we see that the 
love of God does not shrink from any sacrifice. In the cross, we see 
that the love of God is not dependent upon how lovable we are.  For 
the love of God comes from God’s very essence, His very being.  The 
love of God far exceeds any other love.  And it is through this love 
that we are called children of God.  We are God’s dearly loved 
children, not subjects, not workers, not servants, but God’s children.  
Through God’s love we are a part of God’s family.  This is who we 
are.  We are children of God.  And now, as God’s kids, we love as He 
has loved us showing the world God’s love. 

Prayer Focus– Lord, as the disciples asked Jesus to 

teach them to pray, I ask You to teach me to love.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Why does it matter that we are children of God when it comes 
to how we love?   

 What have you learned about love from God?   
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April  

25 What It’s All About 

Matthew 22:34-40 

One of the great joys of pastoral ministry is doing pre-marital 
counseling.  It is so much fun to walk with a couple when they are 
so full of life and love and optimism for their future.  One of my 
favorite conversations as a part of this process is a section I call 
“Rules For Fighting.”  The idea being: conflict is a part of any 
relationships.  The question is: how will they handle it?  One of the 
lessons I teach here is: find the real issue and stick to it.  For 
instance, if you get in trouble for leaving a dirty dish in the sink, it 
might not actually be about the dirty dish but something entirely 
different.  The goal then is to find the root of the issue and tackle 
that.   

In our reading for today, the lawyer wants to get to the root of the 
law.  When you boil everything down, what is really the most 
important?  Jesus gives a beautiful answer, "You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  It all 
comes down to four words: love God; love others.  If we want to 
distill it even more, we can use one word: love.   

As we walk through life, there are many complicated situations that 
we face.  Some of which we can find good guidance for in the 
Bible.  Some of which there is nothing in the Bible to help.  What 
do we do in those moments?  My two cents in those moments (and 
I think Jesus would agree) is to ask two questions: How do I love 
God in this situation?  How do I love my neighbor?  If we are 
following this question, I believe we will be on the right track.  
God’s desire is that we love Him and the people He has placed 
around us.     

Prayer Focus– Lord, help me to love You in the many 

circumstances I face in life.   

Questions to Ponder 

 How does loving God play a part of mission in our everyday 
lives?   

 What is a situation that you are struggling to navigate that 
these 2 questions could help with? 
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The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 

We all know that person who is always looking for a technicality.  
They are trying to find a way to weasel out of something and show 
how the rules don’t actually apply to them.  The frustrating thing in 
these moments is that this person gets so consumed in the fine print 
that they completely miss the actual point. 

In many ways that is what Jesus is combatting in Luke 10.  The 
question is this: if I am supposed to love my neighbor, then who 
exactly is my neighbor?  Who do I have to love?  Who do I not have 
to love?  The goal of the question is not to define neighbor in such 
a way as to narrow down the number of people that we actually 
have to love to a much smaller number.  Jesus, being the brilliant 
teacher that he was, decides to give the answer in the midst of a 
story.  The story is pretty straightforward.  A guy is beaten up within 
an inch of his life and left for dead.  Three guys pass by.  The first 
two are uber religious and decide that they are too busy doing good 
stuff to help the man.  The last guy, a Samaritan (Samaritans were 
known for their history of compromising their faith in God to marry 
different people making them half breeds and enemies of the 
“faithful” Jews) diverts from his path to go above and beyond to 
help this dying man.    Jesus painted a rather extravagant picture of 
what it looked like to love your neighbor.  And in the minds of the 
people there that day, if a Samaritan could do it, anyone could.   

Following Jesus today isn’t about finding every technicality to 
declare ourselves righteous, but humbly seeking to love God and 
out of our love for Him, love all those whom God has placed 
around us.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, forgive me for the excuses that 

I make and help me to love as You have loved me.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What is your motive when you go looking for technicalities?    

 What is one thing that you need to do this week that you have 
been trying to weasel out of?   
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2 You Are Here 

 

Jeremiah 29:1-9 

1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

Matthew 10:26-33 
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Win Some 

1 Corinthians 9:19-27 

While advances in technology and media have made it possible for 
people all across the globe to connect, we somehow have also used 
the same tools to isolate ourselves into our own little worlds. We 
pick who we follow on social media, choose which networks and 
papers we get our news from, and unfriend that crazy uncle with 
his extremist political views (you pick which side). All so we can 
stay surrounded by what we like and who we like.  

Often times these bubbles we live in cause us to see the world as us 
vs. them. We struggle to see things from another’s point of view.  
What happens is that ultimately we create a society that struggles 
with showing empathy. But God has not placed us in our own little 
world. He has placed us amongst people who have different 
priorities, beliefs, and behaviors. And He calls us to love them. 
Loving people who are different than us doesn’t only require 
empathy; it also requires us to show humility. In 1 Corinthians 9, 
Paul lives this by becoming a “servant to all”. This could seem like 
a very broad concept, but he simplifies it in this: meeting people 
where they are at and relating with them for who they are.  

We are called to do the same. Through empathy and humility, we 
are asked to set aside the things that divide us from people and to 
embrace the things that connect us. Even if that means that you’re 
not always right. But isn’t that what it means to be a servant? To put 
aside our own agenda ... and our pride. And God calls us to do so 
for His great mission of winning souls. By embracing the world 
God has placed us in, and the people He has put around us, we get 
to participate in the mission of Christ. A mission worth dying for. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, give me the humility to 

empathize with those You have placed around me.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Have you created a world that keeps you from connecting 
with certain people? 

 What steps can you take to live in the world God has truly 
placed you in? 
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“Come gather 'round people, wherever you roam. And admit that the 
waters around you have grown. And accept it that soon you'll be 
drenched to the bone. If your time to you is worth savin', then you 
better start swimmin' or you'll sink like a stone. For the times they are 
a-changin'.” Bob Dylan wrote these lyrics as the counter-culture of the 
1960’s was making waves. It was a message to the world to take a look 
around and understand the times. A message we see being emulated 
in 1 Chronicles 12:32. 

The verse for today might seem insignificant, and could easily be 
glanced over while reading the chapter. But at further inspection we 
notice an interesting phrase. The men of Issachar are noted to be 
leaders who had “understanding of the times”. In a period of unrest, 
David’s mighty men were stepping out against their tribe to support a 
king who was not favored in the tribe of Benjamin. While many of the 
men had stepped forward with arrows and slings in hand, the men of 
Issachar took a look around and realized it would be best for their 
people to hold back for a while. They knew the times they were 
changing and understood what would be best for the mission of God. 
Their patience and wisdom paid off. 

Often times we take our call as disciples with such excitement and 
ambition, that we forget to look around and understand the times we 
live in. No longer are we in the days of the Church being the center of 
society. Many people do not have a desire to connect with 
Christianity. And some even have a contempt for the Church. 
Without stopping and building an understanding of the times, we may 
get in our own way of reaching people who are not ready to hear the 
Gospel. This doesn’t mean we sit around and do nothing. Quite the 
opposite. It means we use God’s patience and wisdom to live amongst 
the world He has placed us in and get to know the people He has 
prepared us to serve.  

Issachar 

1 Chronicles 12:32 

Prayer Focus- Lord, help me understand the times 

and people You have placed in my life.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What can you do to better understand and empathize with the 
times we are living in? 

 Is there a situation in your life where God is calling you to 
wait? 
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All To God’s Glory 

1 Corinthians 10:23-11:1 

“You can’t please everyone”. It’s usually something we say when 
we’ve upset someone or made a decision that disappointed 
someone. It’s shocking to read in 1 Corinthians 10 that Paul says 
the exact opposite. In a world that looks out for numero uno, Paul’s 
mantra seems naive and, frankly, impossible.  

How are we to live a life where we please everyone? This was 
especially trying during the time Paul was writing to the people of 
Corinth. There was great division over things like eating foods 
offered to idols or meats that the Law of Moses had declared 
unclean. Paul’s response echoes a similar message that he wrote to 
the people of Galatia; “For the whole law is fulfilled in one 
word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” The purpose of 
Paul’s writings was to tell the Churches of Corinth that they now 
lived under a new law. This new law was given several times by 
Christ himself and directed that when making decisions we should 
consider how those decisions affect others. To add complexity, 
those choices differed from person to person.  

Do not let Paul’s message of making everyone happy scare you off. 
He follows this sentiment up with continued guidance. Our efforts 
to please everyone are rooted in not seeking our own gain. By 
putting others first, we can make our best efforts to care for and 
delight the people that God has called us to serve. And we do not 
seek to please for the sake of people getting what they want. Our 
purpose in putting others first is that we meet them where they are 
at in order to build them up in the Gospel of the Lord. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, give me Your wisdom to love  

people according to their needs.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What might you have to sacrifice to help someone grow in 
their faith? 

 What is a way you can love your neighbor this week? 
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April  

25 Food Sacrificed to Idols 

1 Corinthians 8 

In the movie Groundhog Day, Bill Murray wakes up to find that he 
is stuck reliving the same horrible day over and over again. Each day 
his alarm radio wakes him up to the sounds of Sonny and Cher. He 
also has to report on the riveting story of a rodent that doesn’t 
actually do anything, and he must see an old acquaintance from 
high school again and again. Yikes. At first he feels like he’s trapped 
in a prison of circumstances. But soon he accepts where he is at and 
decides to make the best of it. He chooses to live his best life by 
learning how to play the piano, speak French, and even takes up ice 
sculpting. He also begins to embrace the people that have been 
placed around him. 

God has put us in a time and place that may not always make sense. 
Christian morality is no longer the guiding force in our society, 
which means that God has us serving people who have a different 
understanding of right and wrong. They are living life according to a 
completely different play book.  So should we really be surprised 
when someone who doesn’t believe the truth of the Bible lives in a 
way that is contrary to God’s Word?  

The Church of Corinth found themselves in the same predicament. 
The eating of food sacrificed to idols had new Christians wondering 
how to best serve God, their fellow believer, and the unbeliever. 
Paul’s not-so-simple simple answer was to meet people where they 
were at with love. Instead of feeling trapped in a place filled with 
people they didn’t understand, they were called to use God’s 
discernment and love to share the Gospel. The purpose of Paul’s 
writing was not to keep people from eating foods sacrificed to idols, 
but rather to turn people’s hearts to Christ’s amazing grace. It would 
be then through the understanding of real truth that those the 
Church were called to minister to, would begin to live as Christ 
intended.  

Prayer Focus- Lord, help us to share Your grace with 

people, so that Your love may direct their hearts.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What circumstances might you just have to deal with in order 
to best follow God’s mission? 

 How can you see God’s all-powerful presence and wisdom in 
those circumstances? 
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Others 

Philippians 1:27-2:18 

C. S. Lewis is quoted as saying “Humility is not thinking less of 
yourself; it is thinking of yourself less.” But guess what. He actually 
didn’t say that. This quote was actually said by Rick Warren, the 
senior pastor at Saddleback Church in southern California. I would 
imagine that not getting credit for a brilliant quote would be 
frustrating. But how perfect is it that this wrongly attributed quote is 
on the topic of humility. 

In Philippians, Paul reminds us of the amazing humility that Christ 
displayed by coming to earth and letting His own creation take His 
life. It is an expression of love that is mirrored by Jesus’ other 
sentiments of turning the other cheek and blessing those who are 
meek. Humility and meekness go hand in hand, and it is important 
to note that neither of them is a sign of weakness. Being humble 
does not mean that we think less of ourselves or that we sit back and 
let the world take advantage of us. Instead, it means that we are 
confident in the hope that we have in Christ. It means that no 
matter where we are or what we experience, we have a God who is 
bigger than our struggles. This is the hope that makes it possible for 
us to count others more significant than ourselves, knowing our 
security is in Heaven. 

It is also this hope that allows us to rest in the assurance that we have 
been placed where we are for such a time as this. Like Esther in 
Persia, we may question why we have been placed in these 
circumstances. Why can’t I afford to live in that neighborhood? 
Why didn’t I get that better job? Why does that person have it better 
than me? But by living in humility we recognize that we are exactly 
where God has placed us to carry out His mission. It is here where 
He gives us hope and a future. 

Prayer Focus- Lord, help me live a life that puts 

others first.  

Questions to Ponder 

 How can humbling yourself help you to reach the lost around 
you? 

 What less than perfect circumstance have you been in that has 
helped you love someone else? 
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Last year, actor Chris Pratt won the Generation Award at the MTV 
Movie Awards. When giving his acceptance speech he listed 9 rules 
to live by. One rule was how to trick a dog into taking their 
medicine with meat. But he also shared the following rules: “God is 
real. God loves you. God wants the best for you. Believe that.” 
“Learn to pray.” And “You are imperfect … but there is a powerful 
force that designed you that way. And if you’re willing to accept 
that, you will have grace. And grace is a gift. And like the freedom 
that we enjoy in this country, that grace was paid for by somebody 
else’s blood. Do not forget it. Don’t take it for granted.” 

While speaking to the world on a TV network known for drunken 
parties at the Jersey Shore and music videos about sex and drugs, 
Chris Pratt shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He took the 
circumstances God had placed him in and used it for the mission of 
the Lord. Paul and Silas found themselves doing the same thing. 
While a Macedonian prison is VERY different from an award show 
filled with celebrities, both are places where someone may not 
expect to hear of God’s saving grace. Yet while chained up in 
prison, Paul and Silas sang praises to the Lord and prayed aloud for 
everyone else who was stuck there to hear. By their faith, God 
literally freed them from prison, and He used their actions to also 
free a jailer and his family from the chains of hell. 

God also uses us right where we are. We are not the great prophet 
Jeremiah, the Apostle Paul, or a celebrity with a microphone. 
Instead, we are exactly who God has made us to be, and exactly 
where He has placed us to serve. God has also prepared a specific 
ministry for us to lead. He knows the plans He has set out before us, 
and He goes with us as we take each step. 

Prison Ministry 
Acts 16 

Prayer Focus- Lord, help me to see the opportunities 

for ministry wherever I am.  

Questions to Ponder 

 What opportunities for ministry has God prepared uniquely 
for you? 

 What challenges in life is God calling you to praise Him 
through? 
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What Does The Church Do? 

 

Proverbs 13:13-21 

Ephesians 4:11-16 

Matthew 7:1-6 
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25 Who Are You Walking With? 

Proverbs 13:20 

Have you ever noticed that before too long you begin to sound like 
the people that you spend time with?  I can’t tell you how many 
people have laughed at me since I arrived in the Bay Area because I 
refer to the freeway as “the 580” as opposed to just “580.”  The 
response is the same every time: “We sure can tell you are from So 
Cal.”  I’ve even seen it in my kids as they pick up phrases from their 
friends, and I look at them and wonder what on earth does that 
mean.  The reality is that people rub off on us with or without our 
noticing.   
 

Solomon was very aware of this reality as he said in Proverbs, 
“Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, but the companion of 
fools will suffer harm.”  We see this truth on display in the life of 
Solomon.  When he is surrounded by wise people, wisdom follows.  
When Solomon is surrounded by fools, he does some pretty foolish 
things.  At the end of his life, we saw this in a tragic way.  Solomon 
married foreign women who worshipped other gods.  What 
happened as a result?  Solomon was led to worship other gods and 
even build temples to worship them.     
 

So what does this mean for us and our walk with Jesus?  What does 
this mean for living a life of mission?  I don’t think Solomon is 
suggesting that we live life in a protective bubble sheltered from the 
world around us, but I do believe that Solomon is telling us to be 
cognizant of who we are giving influence in our lives, consciously 
or subconsciously.  The reality is that as followers of Jesus we need 
fellow followers of Jesus in our lives.  We need people to strengthen 
us and encourage us.  We need people to learn from and together 
with about who we are, who God is, and how we follow Him.  We 
need people who share the same beliefs and values and purpose to 
walk the road of discipleship with.  This is the beauty of the church.  
It gathers us together so that we might walk with one another.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, I thank You for my friends and all 

who encourage me. Bless them and be with them.  

Questions to Ponder 

 Who have been people of influence in your life?  

 How have they influenced you?   

 Who are the people that you are currently walking with?   
 How are you influencing them? 
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Meet Together 

Hebrews 10:19-25 

As you think of the purpose of the church, what kind of things do 
you think of?  If you are like me the things that come to mind are 
things like preaching the gospel, worship, being a positive influence 
and force within our community, evangelism, and caring for one 
another.  These are all good and great things.  All of these are 
things that the church needs to be about.  Have you ever stopped to 
think what kind of picture the Bible paints of what the church is 
supposed to be about?   
 

The author of Hebrews paints a beautiful picture of church and its 
role in the life of followers of Jesus.  He identifies 5 things that the 
church is called to do: 

1. Draw near to God with a true heart- This may sound kind 
of obvious, but part of church is coming together to spend 
time with God.   

2. Hold fast the confession of our hope-  In a world that at 
times feels crazy and out of control, we are called to keep 
the faith and stay true to what God has taught us in His 
Word about who He is and what He has done for us.   

3. Stir up one another to love and good works-  Have you 
ever noticed how easy it is to fall into complacency or to 
get lazy?  We need people in our lives that stir us up, upset 
the status quo, so that we can be about the things we are 
supposed to be about.   

4. Encourage one another– We all need encouragement 
from time to time.  We need people to build us up and 
remind us of who we are, whose we are, and all God’s 
promises.   

5. Do not neglect meeting together-  If you look at the first 
four, they are impossible to do alone.  The reality is we 
need one another.  We need to be together.    

Prayer Focus-  Lord, help me to be a person of 

encouragement who breathes life into others.    

Questions to Ponder 

 In what ways are you tempted to give up meeting together? 

 When have you seen the church at its finest?   
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25 The Whole Body 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 

As a kid, one of my favorite past times was putting together puzzles.  
I loved the challenge and the way that they would come together.  
There was something exciting about searching for and finding how 
the pieces and the picture came together.  Have you ever taken the 
time to stop and examine puzzle pieces?  I’m not talking about the 
pictures on them, but the shapes themselves.  The incredible thing 
is that no two pieces are exactly the same.  Pieces are only cut to go 
in one location or else they will not truly fit.   And if there is one 
piece missing, the puzzle will never be complete.   
 

In many ways, a puzzle is a perfect picture of the church.  In the 
church, not everyone is called to be exactly the same.  We do not 
need clones of one another.  There is beauty in the diversity.  We 
need people who are details people who can dot every i and cross 
every t.  We need people who can dream and think big picture.  
We need musicians.  We need people who have the gift of 
hospitality.  We need people who love kids and playing with them.  
To say that it takes all kinds is an understatement.   
 

But this also means that we can embrace the unique gifts that God 
has given us.  There is a temptation to look at other people and 
wish we had their gifts.  We want the knowledge of that guy.  We 
want to pray like her.  We want the friendliness of him.  But here is 
the deal: God hasn’t made us that person.  That sounds simple and 
trite, but it is true.  God made us who we are for a reason and a 
purpose.  The church needs all kinds. 
 

The beauty in the diversity also extends to the fact that we not only 
need one another but are even dependent upon one another.  With 
even one missing piece, the puzzle isn’t complete and its structural 
integrity is compromised.  But this is also a reminder that the 
church isn’t finished but is God’s beautiful work in progress. 

Prayer Focus– Lord, I thank You for the many 

different people that You have placed in my life.   

Questions to Ponder 

 What are gifts or passions that God has given to you?   

 Who is someone who has used their gifts that has touched 
you?  How can you encourage them?   
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United In Christ 

John 17:20-26 

Does how a business does business matter?  I mean as long as you 
are getting the product that you want at a price that you like, then 
does it really matter how they do business?  I think we would all 
agree that it does.  If the people we are doing business with are 
jerks, we probably don’t want to keep doing business with them.  If 
our waiter is more concerned about talking with his buddies than 
serving us food, we probably aren’t going to give him much of our 
tip or our continued business.  If it comes out that a company has 
been doing something illegal, we probably will take our business 
elsewhere.   

Jesus understood this very idea.  That is why as he was praying 
hours before his crucifixion for the church of today, he prayed that 
we might be united as one.  If the world looked at the church and 
the church acted no different than everyone else, then what would 
that say to the world?  If the church was constantly fighting and at 
war with one another, what would that communicate to a watching 
world?  So Jesus’ prayer is this: 

that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in 
you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me…  I in them and you in me, that they 
may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 
you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.  

How we do life together in the church is a part of God’s mission to 
the world.  The world gets to see the love of God at work as we love 
one another, as we care for one another, as we work together with 
one another.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, brokenness exists even in Your 

church.  Bring healing to the church around the globe. 

Questions to Ponder 

 How have you seen the church work together to bring glory 
and honor to God?   

 How do you work to bring and maintain unity with fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ?   
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25 An Unstoppable Force 

Matthew 16:13-20 

My favorite movie of all times is the classic Kevin Costner movie 
Field of Dreams.  It is the story of a father and son who have a 
connection built upon baseball.  It’s the story of an epic journey 
about building a field and listening to a voice.  As the movie comes 
to it’s dramatic conclusion the character played by James Earl Jones 
makes what has become a memorable speech about baseball.  He 
says: 

The one constant through all the years, Ray, has been baseball.  
America has rolled by like an army of steamrollers.  It's been 
erased like a blackboard, rebuilt, and erased again. But baseball 
has marked the time.  This field, this game, is a part of our past, 
Ray. It reminds us of all that once was good, and that could be 
again. 

His point is simple: in a world and country that has changed 
considerably, one thing that has stayed the same is baseball.   
 

As much as I love baseball, we have an even greater constant in our 
lives: God and His work amongst us.  Hebrews says that, “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  This is a 
beautiful and comforting truth, but Jesus says the same of the 
church.  The church is an unstoppable force.  Nothing in this life 
and world can prevail against it.  In a world of constant change 
where at times we see the church being challenged, Jesus’ words 
are a necessary reminder that even in hard times the church will go 
on.  Amazingly, the church has experienced some of its greatest 
times of growth in the midst of persecution.  How can this be?  The 
unstoppable force behind the church is God.   

Prayer Focus– Lord, be with Our Savior and the 

church around the world, use it for Your purposes.    

Questions to Ponder 

 What changes have you seen in life and society that have 
posed a “threat” to the church?   

 Why do you think that the church has had some of its best 
days in its darkest days?   
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A Final Word– Our Calling 

Micah 6:8 

Over the last eight weeks, we have been on a journey together 
centered around God and His mission in our world.  We are not 
disconnected from this mission but as followers of Jesus we are 
invited participate in this mission as God uses us as His hands and 
feet to do His work in His world.  To wrap all of this up I wanted to 
think about what this looks like in the practicality of our daily lives.  
One verse kept coming to mind: Micah 6:8 with its 3 big ideas. 
 

Do justice– In the Old Testament, justice was not just a legal term.  
It referred to making right all that was wrong in the world including 
taking care of the most vulnerable members of the society.  This is 
certainly not the whole of God’s mission in our world but reminds us 
that God cares and invites us to care about every aspect of our lives 
including how we help the vulnerable among us.   
 

Love kindness:  Some have said that this is to love mercy or to love 
love.  The original Hebrew word is chesed which is used to describe 
the way God deals with his people.  It is God's unending, 
unconditional, unceasing love for his people.  It is His unswerving 
loyalty.  It is seen in how he treats people not as they deserve but with 
a mercy and kindness not earned.  This mercy is given richly and 
extravagantly over and over again.  Micah is calling us to love the 
same way that God loves us.   
 

Then there is the linchpin that makes the first two possible: walk 
humbly with your God. This is what it is all about.  This is not a one 
time thing, a one day thing or a one week thing.  This is not a 
seasonal thing.  This is not a one hour once a week thing.  This is a 
lifetime thing.  This is why he uses the word walk.  It is ongoing.  It is 
a journey.  It is doing life together.  The idea of humility here is not a 
self-effacing woe-is-me but a life that places God at its center, a life 
that seeks to conform everything to God and His ways above our own 
ways.  A life that seeks to conform our lives to God and His desires 
not our own.  It is a life that is lived fully and completely for God.  
This is God’s calling upon all of our lives to walk with Him.  As we 
walk with Him, God invites us into His work, His mission in the 
world around us.   
 

I pray that this journey has been a blessing to you and ask you to join 
me in prayer as together we seek to walk with God as He uses us as a 
part of His mission in His world.   
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