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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
It was so great to see so many of you this morning and have the opportunity to worship together.  There is 
something incredibly powerful about God’s people gathering together to praise God and receive His gifts 
together.  Resounding through my mind today have been those familiar words of Psalm 118:24: 

This is that day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
That is what we got to do together today and what a joy and privilege it was.  But this is not something that is 
reserved for Sundays.  Every day is a new day that the Lord has made and whether we are gathered or scattered, 
we are to rejoice and be glad in it.   
 
Over the last few weeks, I have been working very hard with the staff and leadership to continue to monitor this 
situation with the Coronavirus.  We have been very tuned in to the reports of the CDC, our state, and our 
county health departments.  As a result, last week we sent out a letter on Wednesday putting into place 
precautions for the safety and wellness of all.  Thank you to all of those who have been helping to institute 
those precautions.  On Friday afternoon, we had to make the difficult decision to move our school to “distance 
education” for the next two weeks.   
 
As information continued to come in, it became apparent that difficult decisions loomed.  I asked the 
leadership and executive staff to join me for a meeting this morning after worship.  Together we discussed the 
current recommendations and guidelines from the Alameda County Department of Public Health.  Together 
we prayed.  Together we debated what the best next steps were for us at Our Savior.  Helping to drive our 
discussion and decision making were these five questions that were also shared as a part of my message this 
morning: 

1) How do we follow the first great commandment of Jesus in this moment to love God with all of our 
hearts, minds, and strength? 

2) How do we love our neighbors showing special sensitivities where appropriate? 
3) How can we be the hands and feet of Jesus to serve those in need in this moment and give hope to the 

hopeless, light to those in darkness, and love to those in need of love? 
4) What do we need to be willing to give up for the sake of our weaker brother?   
5) How do we submit to those in authority? 

After much discussion and prayer, the leadership unanimously made the difficult decision to suspend all on-
campus ministry meetings (including Bible studies and worship) for the next three weeks (until April 4th).  We 
know that this is a huge decision, and I can assure you it was not an easy one.   
 
While we may not be meeting on campus that does not mean that ministry will stop.  Ministry in this time can 
and must continue.  What our world needs more than anything right now is the hope and peace that can only 
come from Jesus!   
 



 
So, let’s ask the great Lutheran question: what does this mean? 

1) Worship- Worship will continue online.  I will be recording both our Wednesday and Sunday 
worship services and will make them available for viewing on our website (www.oslm.net) no later 
than 7 PM on Wednesdays and 9 AM on Sundays.  These online services, like our sermons, will 
remain available on our website for the foreseeable future for both watching or downloading.  The 
online service will be without music due to copyright issues.  However, I will provide suggestions 
for songs that could be sung.  I urge you to tune in and watch each Wednesday and Sunday or even 
as appropriate to gather with family or close friends to watch and worship together in your homes.  
For those who are unable to log onto our website, I will have DVD’s of the service ready for pick up 
in the office.  Additionally, I will be available at church from 6:45-8:00 PM on Wednesday evenings 
and 8:45-10:00 AM on Sundays for those who desire to come pick up a DVD for home viewing.  
There will be no worship on campus either Wednesdays or Sundays.  Our hope is to resume 
Sunday worship on Palm Sunday.  Let me just say that I can’t wait for that day!  It’s going to be an 
awesome celebration. 
 

2) Bible Studies and Meetings- All meetings and Bible studies during this time will be cancelled.  If 
you would like to continue to meet with folks from the church, we encourage you to do that in 
small groups and in homes.  I will be working with the staff in the coming days to provide special 
Bible study and devotional materials that will be distributed electronically for use in your homes 
during this hiatus.   

 
3) Communion- One of the big concerns in our discussions today was the reception of communion.  I 

understand that 3 weeks is a long time to go without communion.  With that said, I have 
empowered and encouraged our elders to assist in bringing communion to those within our 
congregation who desire to receive communion individually or as a family in their homes.  I also 
stand ready and willing to bring you and your family communion in your home.  This can be 
scheduled by contacting Jill Santos at jsantos@oslm.net or by calling the church office.  
Additionally, on Wednesdays and Sundays when DVD’s are available for pick up, I will be in the 
sanctuary to give communion to people individually.   

 
4) Ministry Opportunities and Needs- We want to continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus during 

this time.  I recognize that there will be those who have needs within the OSLM family and within 
our community.  As a church, we stand ready to help in any and every way that we can!  With that 
said, if you are willing to help please send me an email (kaustin@oslm.net) and I will add you to the 
growing list of people who are stepping up to offer help. If you have needs that we could help assist 
with or know someone who needs some help, please contact me or the church office and we will do 
our best to help in any way that we can.  We want this to be a time when the church is mobilized 
and beautifully does what the church does: love God and love those whom God has placed around 
us.   I can’t wait to see what God is going to do during this time in us, through us, and among us.  
Please continue to pray for one another and our community.   

 
5) Giving- During this time, I would ask that you would continue to support the church through your 

tithes and offerings.  We are committed to continuing to pay all of our employees throughout the 
ministry during this time and provide the absolute best ministry to our community we can through 
these interesting times.  With that said, we invite you to continue to give by mail, dropping your gift 
off at the church office, utilizing online giving via our church website, or bill pay through your 
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bank.  Online giving information can be found on our website under the “About Us” tab.  If you 
have questions about this or need help, please feel free to contact us in the church office.  

  
6) Information Updates- We will continue to distribute information as well as we can through as many 

channels as possible.  Please pay special attention to your email inbox for ongoing updates as well as 
our website (specifically the Coronavirus Update tab) for the most up-to-date information.  We will 
continue to monitor this situation daily, make the best decisions that we can, and keep you 
informed.  Please feel free to call or email us with any questions.   

 
I know this is a lot of information for one letter, but I am trying to get as much information together in one 
place as possible.  Thanks for all of your help and continued understanding and support in this matter.  We 
truly appreciate it.  We so appreciate your prayers and help in navigating these challenging times.  With that 
said, I will end this letter by reminding all of us of the simple, yet profound, truths that I began my sermon 
with this morning: 

 You are loved by God more than you will ever know. 

 You are not alone for every step of the way God is with us.   

 Because Jesus died and rose again, we know the end of the story: God wins.  Neither death nor 
coronavirus will have the last word on your life, but Jesus does because he died and was victorious.   

 God is still God and on His throne.   
 
Please know that you are and will continue to be in my prayers.  I love you all and can’t wait to be back 
together with you again.  Until that time, “May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make his face 
shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  May the Lord look upon you with favor and fill you with his perfect 
peace.”   
 

In His Love,  

 
Pastor Kevin 
 

 


