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ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
PRELUDE                               Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands                         arr.  J. S. Bach 

arr. Michael Krentz 

                                                                Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                             arr. Robert J. Powell 
Christa Even, Organist 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP                         Psalm 16:11b; Psalm 30:1–5  

 

P Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

  
P In your presence there is fullness of joy; 
C at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 
P  I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up and have not let my foes rejoice over 

me. 
C O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you have healed me. 
 
P O LORD, you have brought up my soul from Sheol; you restored me to life from among 

those who go down to the pit. 
C Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy name. 

 
P For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. 
C Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
 

  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
P “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own children, and 
we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to You. 

C Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting other things of this 
world impede our vision of Your mercy and grace in Christ. We do not always live as You 
have called us to be as Your children. 

 
P We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us away, 

turning back to You in the love You’ve shown. 
 



 
 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 
P  Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 
C we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not followed 

You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as You have first loved us, and our 
thoughts, words, and deeds have not been pleasing to You. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 
us to delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

 
 
P “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; 

and so we are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
As His children, may He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and grant you a renewed 
life on earth and finally a triumphant life with Him in heaven forever, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
  

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                           Esther 3:1–11 
 
 

R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
EPISTLE                                                                                                              1 Timothy 6:11–16 

 
R This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                     Matthew 2:16–18 
 

R This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 



 
 
 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                       By Faith                     Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend 

Glenna Sanlis, Randy Brandt, Beth Young 
 

MESSAGE 

 
PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER 

 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 
PEACE 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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