
Celebration of Life 

Millie Finke 
 

September 13, 1924 – May 10, 2020 



Mildred Irene Keuper was born to Robert Wilhelm and Paula Ernestine (Holtzen) 

Keuper on September 13, 1924, in Cole Camp, Missouri. Millie and her brother 

Norman grew-up working hard, farming the land in Missouri and later in Polk, 

Nebraska. Soon after moving to California with her family in 1941, she met her 

soon to be husband, Eugene Finke, and they were married on February 2, 1945. 

 

Mildred Irene Finke found her joy in doing for others. She would entertain and cook 

for family and friends. She gave much of her time and funds to the needy. She worked very hard to 

take care of her family and their home. She gave her heart to her beloved husband, Eugene 

Frederick Finke.  Mildred passed peacefully, at age 95, on Mother’s Day, May 10, 2020, in 

Livermore, CA in the loving presence of family.  After a good, full life and seventy one years of 

marriage, Mildred once again is reunited with her beloved husband and the many friends and 

family that left before her. 

 

Millie is survived by four children, ten grandchildren and thirteen great-grandchildren.  

 

Eldest son Fredrick resides in Alamo with his wife Carol, their four children, Ryan and wife Jenny, 

Lisa and husband Jimmy, Gena and husband Alex, Michael and wife Melisa, all nearby.  Fred and 

Carol have seven grandchildren.  

 

Daughter Marcia resides on the big island of Hawaii with her daughter, Kimberly, and her 

husband, Takahiro, and her three grandchildren. 

 

Daughter Janet lives in East Garrison, CA and has three daughters, Kirsten, Heidi and Erika. No 

great grandchildren, but Millie played a big part in each of Janet’s 48 foster babies.  

 

Son Robert lives in Oregon and has two daughters; Nola with husband Jeremy and their two boys 

and Hillary with two daughters, all nearby. 

 

Millie is also survived by many very close nieces and nephews and long time friends.  

 

After 95 years of a good full life and seventy one years of marriage, Mildred once again is reunited 

with her sweetheart, Eugene.  

 

If anyone chooses to make a donation in Millie’s name, we are suggesting either Our Savior 

Lutheran Ministries, in Livermore or Hope Hospice who were very involved with the care of both 

Millie and Gene at the end. 

 

Thank you to all who have joined us to celebrate the life of our dear, sweet mother and 

grandmother. 



Celebrating the Triumphal Homecoming  
of 

Millie Finke 
 

September 13, 1924 – May 10, 2020 
 
 

Date of Service: March 6, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 
Welcome and Opening Words and Reminder of Baptism 
 
Pastor: Christ is Risen 
People:  He is Risen Indeed.  Alleluia 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit.   
People:  Amen. 
Pastor:          Though we gather here this afternoon to mark Millie’s passing, we do not gather as 

those who know only loss.  Rather, we gather as a people of hope, for we know that 
she has merely entered the next phase of life.  And now, though we grieve her 
absence among us, God reminds us that her life continues with Him in eternity.  You 
see, long ago God placed His name on Millie in the waters of Holy Baptism, calling 
her His child, and gifting her with all the benefits that Christ secured for us on 
Calvary.  So says the Apostle Paul, who reminds us that “all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death.  We were therefore buried with Him 
though baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of Father, we too may live a new life.”  That’s a promise that 
doesn’t depend on our own strength or abilities, but solely on the power of God.  And 
that promise is true for Millie as well as all who are in Christ Jesus our Lord:  “If we 
have been united with Him in His death, we will certainly also be united with Him in 
His resurrection.”  (Romans 6:3-5)  That is our hope and that is our foundation for a 
day like today and every day. 

Prayer 
Pastor:   O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving kindness shown to  

 Millie and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, now  
 rest from their labors.  Grant that we also may be faithful unto death, and  
 receive the crown of eternal life, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,  
 who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
 Amen. 

 
Song- “Shepherd Me O God” 
 
Scripture Reading - Romans 12:1-13  
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body 
we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ 
according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if 
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his 



exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does 
acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful 
in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.  

 

The Message 

 

Apostles' Creed           (spoken by everyone) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose 
again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer                 (spoken by everyone) 

Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil; 
For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

6RQJ�-�´:KDW�$�)ULHQG�:H�+DYH�LQ�-HVXVµ�      (sung by Kathleen Rusing) 
 
Closing Words 
 

Pastor:   “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord.  “He who believes in Me will live, 
 even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

People:   Amen  

 
Benediction 
 
Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be                                     

 gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.   
People:   Amen  

 
Life Reflections 

Fred Finke 
Robert Finke 
Kimberley Ino 
Paulette Harvey  
Janet Pleger 
 

Dismissal 
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