
1st-2nd Grade  Week of May 25th  

  Sara Agee, 2020 

Jesus Calms the Storm 

Opening Conversation  

I wonder how we get weather information. Listen to kids’ ideas. What would a 

weather forecaster tell us about today’s weather? What other kinds of weather 

could we tell about? Today we will hear a story about the disciples in a scary kind 

of weather. Jesus and the disciples were on a boat during a huge storm. The 

disciples were afraid but Jesus was not. Why do you think Jesus was not afraid? 

Video 

In the video today, the kids are playing outside when the weather suddenly 

changes. Watch how they figure out how to stay safe and calm. To watch video, 

follow these steps: 

1. Go to http://oslm.net/school/student-devotions. You must use this link. 
2. Scroll all the way to the bottom to the “Media Archive” 
3. Click on the small, grey “Series” box 
4. Select grade level 
5. Choose the video with the title for that today’s lesson 
6. Watch and enjoy 

 

After the video, ask these questions about the video:  

What are Otto, Jax, and Clara doing in the tree house?  

Why does Otto want to keep playing when the sky gets dark?  

What happens to the tree house in the storm?  

Where can you be safe during a storm?  

When have you stayed calm like Jesus?  

Bible Story 

Jesus and his disciples are out on the sea when it starts to storm. While the 

disciples are afraid, Jesus knows how the story will end. 

Read to your child Mark 4:35-41 OR the story of Jesus calming the Storm if you have a 

children’s Bible. Then ask these questions: 

Where were the disciples?  

Why did they wake Jesus?  

What happened when Jesus stood up in the boat?  

How did the disciples feel when the storm stopped?  

http://oslm.net/school/student-devotions
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What could you do to help someone who is afraid?  
 

Review 
 
The disciples were afraid of the storm and woke Jesus up. They were amazed 
when the storm stopped after he said, “Peace! Be still!” Ask kids to share one thing 
that makes them feel afraid. Jesus is always with us and will keep us calm when we 
are afraid. 

 
Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear Jesus, help us remember that you are with us in all kinds of 

weather. If we are afraid of a storm, be with us and calm us. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Game: Place the music source so everyone can hear it. Have kids spread out and find 

their own space. Let’s dance like the wind and waves of the storm! When Jesus 

calmed the storm, with raised arms and words, the storm stopped immediately. 

Let’s dance to the music. When the music stops, freeze just as fast as the storm 

became calm. Repeat several times, using different kinds of music. Encourage kids to 

change their dance. Encourage a stormy dance, a calm dance, or a wild and windy 

dance. Jesus calmed the storm with just a few words. His disciples were amazed. 

We can trust Jesus to help us feel calm too. 

Craft: Find a recipe for salt dough and add food coloring if desired. Roll the dough into 

strips and press together to make crosses. Bake according to the recipe directions. Hold 

your cross whenever you feel afraid to remember that Jesus is always with you. 

Snack: Peel and cut bananas in thirds to make boats. Add a toothpick stuck through a 

cube of cheese for a sail. Push mini pretzel sticks into the bananas for people. Ask 

friends to join you for a boat snack and share Mark 4:35-41 with them. 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet attached to email and color. 
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The Good Samaritan 

Opening Conversation 

Write each letter of the word neighbor on a separate sticky note. Let’s use these 

letters to spell a word we will see in today’s story. Put one letter at a time on a 

whiteboard, and then say the word together. Who are your neighbors? Sometimes 

our neighbors move away and we get new neighbors. How else can your 

neighbors change? (changing seats at school, a new baby, etc.) There’s another 

meaning of neighbors too. Everyone is our neighbor, and we are called to love 

and care for them.   

Video 

Ada, Otto, and Victor see a girl with a jump rope at the playground. Let’s watch to 
see what happens.  

Ask kids these questions about the video:  

How does Otto feel about the playground?  

Why does Victor suddenly stop speaking?  

What does Ada do?  

When have you felt like an outsider?  

How could you be a neighbor to someone you don’t know?  
 

Bible Story 

Today’s Bible story was about a man who was hurt, and the only person who 
stopped to help him was the Samaritan. 

Read to your child Luke 10:30-37 OR the story of The Good Samaritan if you have a 
children’s Bible. 

What happened to the Jewish man?  

Who passed by and didn’t help him?  

Why was the Jewish man afraid when he saw the Samaritan?  

How was the Samaritan a neighbor?  

When have you been a neighbor to someone you didn’t know?  
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Review 
 

A Jewish man who was hurt cried when a priest and a Levite both passed right by 
him. A Samaritan stopped to help even though Jewish people and Samaritans did 
not like each other. God wants us to be like the Samaritan because everyone is 
our neighbor. How can you help someone this week? Take time to hear kids’ 
responses. 
 
Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear God, thank you for giving us neighbors all over the world. Help 

us to love them the same way that you love us. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Game: Today we are going to name different ways we can be good neighbors by 

helping and caring for others. Invite everyone to stand in a circle, and choose one to 

be the leader. We are going to toss this ball back and forth to each other until the 

leader says, “Time to help.” Whoever is holding the ball will name a way to help a 

neighbor. Keep playing until everyone has had a turn to share or you run out of ideas. 

Craft: Teach your child how to fold a piece of paper in half and then draw half of a heart 

on one side of the paper along the seam. Cut out the heart for them and the repeat until 

you have made enough hearts for everyone in the family. Have everyone color their 

hearts with an image that reminds them of God’s love. Then place the hearts 

somewhere in the house so that every time you look at them you are reminded of God’s 

love. 

Activity: The mail system connects us to nearly everyone around the world. 

That’s a good reminder that we’re meant to be a neighbor to whoever needs us, 

not just those next door. Encourage your child to write a letter to someone and mail it. 

They can also write a thank you note for the postal worker who delivers your mail and 

leave it for them to pick up. They can thank them for continuing to deliver mail during 

these hard times. 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet from the website and color. 
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Jesus Feeds the 5000 

Opening Conversation  

Write the word miracle in the center of a big piece of paper. Help me sound out this 

word so we can say it together. Sound it out. What is a miracle? Write ideas around 

the word. A miracle is something that can only happen through God’s power. 

Jesus performed miracles to show people that he really was God’s Son. How can 

your words and actions show Jesus to others? Give kids time to share. We will 

read about a miracle in today’s Bible story. 

Video 

Watch to find out what happens when Ada and Otto help Pastor Pete.  

Ask kids these questions about the video:  

What is going on in front of the church?  

How does Otto feel?  

Who laughs at Ada and Otto?  

Why do you think Monty donates his whole allowance?  

How can a little gift turn into something big?  

 

Bible Story 

Today’s Bible story is about a miracle by the sea that showed a huge crowd of 
people that Jesus is the Son of God. 

Read to your child John 6:5-14 OR the story of Jesus Feeding the 5000 if you have a 
children’s Bible. 

Ask these questions after you read the story:  

What is in the boy’s basket?  

Why is there a large crowd of people?  

What happens after Jesus thanks God for the food?  

Why are people surprised after they eat?  

I wonder how the boy feels.  
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Review 
 
A boy made his way to the front of a huge crowd to hear Jesus. He offered to 
share two fish and five loaves of bread for lunch. Jesus thanked God for it. There 
was enough food for everyone, and twelve baskets of leftovers! What kind of food 
would you feed 5,000 people? 
 
Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear God, take the small gifts we share and turn them into 

something big. We want to share your love with others by giving. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Activity: Pack a picnic to have in your backyard and make everyone a different kind of 
sandwich. Cut each sandwich in quarters and share them for lunch. Talk about other 
things you can share together as a family.   
 

Craft: Have kids thread two beads of one color and five beads of another color onto a 

pipe cleaner or string. How many beads do you have? Can you tell us seven good 

things God has given you? If kids need help, suggest ideas (family, food, a home, 

etc.). Help kids bring the ends together to wear as a bracelet. 

Snack: Search online for bread recipes from around the world. Pick one or two to make. 
Eat the bread together and share the story of Jesus feeding 5,000.   
 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet from website and color. 
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Zacchaeus  

Opening Conversation  

What are some ways God helps us grow both inside and outside? (Relationships, 

caring for others, learning in school, specific talents, etc.) One place God helps us 

grow is inside our heart. Let’s be welcoming with our whole bodies. Begin by 

clapping. Then shake hands, stomp feet, and point to mouths. We are God’s people 

doing God’s work with our hands, our feet, and our welcoming words. Repeat 

three times. In our story today, a man named Zacchaeus welcomes Jesus in his 

home, and Jesus welcomes Zacchaeus too! 

Video 

A special guest is visiting the Sunday school today. Let’s find out who it is.  

Ask kids these questions about the video:  

Who was the special guest visiting the Sunday school?  

Why wasn’t Tot allowed to see the illusionist?  

How does it feel to be left out of a group?  

Do you think what Tot did was okay? Why or why not?  

What do you think the kids learned from this incident?  

 

Bible Story 

Today’s Bible story is about a man named Zacchaeus. Even though Zacchaeus 
had lots of money and a nice house, he was really lonely. He wanted to have 
friends. He was happy when Jesus wanted to visit him and be his friend. 

Read Luke 19:1-10 to your child OR the story of Zacchaeus if you have a children’s 
Bible. 

Ask these questions after you read the story:  

Whom did Zacchaeus want to see?  

What did the crowd say about Zacchaeus?  

Has someone ever said unkind words about you? How does that feel?  

Where did Jesus go?  

What do you think Jesus said or did that made Zacchaeus change his behavior?  
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Review 
 

The way we treat others and the words we use can make people feel welcome or 
unwelcome. How did the crowd make Zacchaeus feel? Thumbs up for welcome 
and thumbs down for unwelcome. Allow kids to respond. How did Jesus make 
Zacchaeus feel? Thumbs up or down? We’re all welcomed into God’s family. 
 

Closing Prayer 

Pray together: Dear God, thank you for welcoming us into the world. Help us to be 

welcoming to others. Amen. 

Other Activities 

Activity: Tonight at dinner, go around the table and have everyone say who they would 

like to invite to dinner. It can be anyone they want. 

Craft: Color two empty toilet paper tubes with markers and tape together to make a pair 

of binoculars. Thread yarn through holes punched in each side. Walk up a hill and use 

them to look around. What did Zacchaeus see from up in the tree? 

Coloring: Print coloring sheet from the website and color. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


