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May 25, 2020 
 
Dear People of Valley Isle Fellowship, 
 
In our excitement that we may finally be given permission to re-open Valley Isle Fellowship, we are 
diligently preparing to open with joy and excitement.  We are so grateful that the Lord has sustained us 
and we are also grateful for leadership in our state and county that are guiding us through this 
devastating pandemic.  It appears that this coming Friday (May 29, 2020), will see the official starting 
date for the opening of our churches in Maui County, so we will excitedly await the official 
announcement and guidelines from Mayor Victorino and the County of Maui.   
 
We believe that when allowed to gather again, it will look and feel very different.  All through history, 
Christian Churches have been able to adapt and change their forms and expressions of faith and 
ministry, even in the most drastically demonic regimes that history has ever seen.  Our County & State 
officials have been doing their very best to keep all of us safe and they have used unprecedented 
methods and powers to succeed in minimizing what could have been devastating. 
 
A motto and pledge that we have adopted is: “We will do our very best in providing a safe and 
“worry free” Worship and Ministry environment.”  This will mean that we will all have to adopt and 
be committed to the following: 
 1. Everyone will wear masks when on the VIF campus. 
 2. Being committed to all of the recommendations of “social distancing” and good hygiene. 
 3. Arriving early at meetings and services so that we can go through VIF’s screening process,  
 which will include hand sanitization, temperature screening, and CDC recommended  
 questioning. 
 4. Limited seating because of “social distancing” will mean that we will commit to reserving  
 seats for the service that we choose to attend and graciously and gratefully accepting the   
 seats that I am assigned to. 
 
In our effort to keep everyone safe, we are following the Federal Center’s for Disease Control and 
Hawaii’s Department of Health’s recommendation that those who are in “high risks” categories to 
remain at home for a while longer.  As businesses re-open and as churches do the same, the risks of a 
rise in the COVID-19 virus’ infections could occur.  Therefore, it might take a few weeks and maybe 
even a few months until the experts advise us that it would be safe for the “high risks” populations to 
begin to cautiously re-enter the normal avenues of life again.  We ask for your patience as we do our 
best to keep everyone safe. 
 
These “high risks” populations include the elderly, those with pre-existing health conditions, and the 
very young.  We will continue our “live streaming” service over YouTube on Sunday mornings and we 
would like to look for other avenues to reach out to fellowship with you and to meet your needs in 
whatever way that we can.  Let’s make every effort to keep in touch with each other. 
 
Then in another effort to keep safe, we are asking parents of children to keep control of your children.  I 
know that it has been difficult that for over 2 months your children have been under your constant 
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supervision, but now we are asking that you control and supervise your children while they are at 
church.  They will not be allowed to break the social distancing guidelines that we will all try to abide 
by, so they will not go from person to person, especially their friends, to get close to and play with.  
Therefore, if you believe that you will have too much difficulty in managing your children, then for the 
present time, we will be asking that you remain at home until we can figure out how to minister to your 
and your children. 
 
These have been difficult times and these difficulties continue, but in different ways.  The church 
environment (in all churches) is changing in order that we will not see another cluster of COVID-19 
infections begin in our churches.  Therefore, we are going to slowly and cautiously reopen Valley Isle 
Fellowship in the following way: 
 
1. On May 31st and June 7th we will be testing out our reopening and mitigation plans by allowing only 
our small group members who have reserved seats to come to our 9 AM Sunday service.  This service 
will be “live streamed” for everyone to view and participate with, even at home.  These small group 
members will be helping us to see if we have enough teams (that will be handling all of the tasks and 
responsibilities of operating in this new season of COVID-19) and if they are operating effectively.  
They will also help us to see how many people we can effectively handle in one service with all of the 
hygienic and social distancing orders in place.  We will see if we will have to have more than one 
service.   
 
2. On June 14th and 21st we will then broaden our invitation to the rest of VIF’s membership and regular 
attenders.  We will be asking all of you to still help us to strengthen our procedures and practices in 
order to provide as safe and “worry free” environments as possible.  (We now are using the permenante 
access road through the Waiale Elua Subdivivion off Waiale Road onto Pualalea Circle) 
 
3. Then finally on June 28th we will then attempt to invite others (visitors) to come and join us in 
worshipping our Lord. 
 
Our common practices in our daily lives have been radically altered.  You are about to see the radical 
altering of our common practices in our church, altered.  However, the message and the focus will 
remain the same.  We will continue to focus on loving Jesus with all of our hearts and serving Him with 
all of our lives.  This will definitely call us out of a life of comfort and convenience into a life of loving 
sacrifice to Jesus who sacrificed all for us. 
 
We will be communicating with all of you more during this week, but we wanted to give you advanced 
notice as we head to the possible phased reopening of Valley Isle Fellowship.  Please look to what 
Mayor Victorino might be saying about this during this coming week.  Please continue to be in prayer 
for all of us as we navigate through these uncharted waters.  God bless you all. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Stephen 


