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Seeking For God to Take Total Control
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Dying to self really means to quit doing it my way 
and to realize that God’s way is ALWAYS better.  
Thus, it means that I will actively yield to His Way 
as opposed to my way.
The second concept that has helped me to travel 
down the pathway of allowing Jesus to completely 
control my life is to focus all my energies to fulfill-
ing the Great Commandment.  By 
loving the Lord my God with all of 
my heart, mind, and soul, I would be 
radically changing my motives and 
priorities.  My motives would all be centered in my 
love for Jesus.  My priorities would all be wrapped 
firmly around bringing glory and honor to the Lord.  
By loving Him supremely this would empower me 
to most effectively bring glory and honor to Him.  
Most importantly for me, by loving Him with all of 
my heart, mind, and soul I would be enthusiastically 
and continuously allowing Him to indwell in me, to 
guide me, and to empower me to fulfill all of His 
desires in and through me.  
The best way to allow Jesus to take over all of my 
life is to die to self and to love Him with all of my 
heart, mind, and soul.  As I seek to die to myself and 
to love Him supremely Jesus will become more and 
more in control of my life.  This is my desire and 
it is beautifully expressed by the Katinas in a song 
entitled “This is My Desire.”

It might sound totally ridiculous for God to be in 
total control of us as individuals and to absolutely 
rule Valley Isle Fellowship in totality.  However, as 
ridiculous as it might also sound, this is exactly what 
my desire is.  I want all self centeredness and sin in 
my life to be removed and for 
God to do the same in Valley 
Isle Fellowship.  It might sound 
ridiculous, but it is possible.
It is extremely possible because this is God’s 
desire.  If God desires it, He will provide everything 
that is needed in order for it to become a reality.  He 
will provide all of the resources in the proper timing 
so that every “T” would be crossed and every “I” 
would be dotted.  God’s strength and provision being 
provided to us is not dependent upon us.  It is 
dependent upon God Himself.  However, His strength 
and provisions flowing through us is dependent on 
us.  God has given us a “free will” and we have to 
exercise that “free will” in order to have God’s 
strength and provisions flowing powerfully through 
us.  We have the right and power to say “Yes” or “No” 
even to God Himself.  By saying “Yes” to the Lord, 
you will have the privilege of living in His blessings.  
By saying “No” to Him, we will have to live out the 
consequences of such a choice.  
I have grown much in this area of seeking God’s 
total control in my life, but I still have a long way to 
go.  There are a couple of concepts that have truly 
helped me and maybe these concepts can be help-
ful to you as well.  First, I have learned that the path 
to totally allowing God to control my life does not 
lie in me trying harder.  The most powerful path for 
me was just opposite of that.  For me, by giving up, 
dying to self, and living for Christ is the most power-
ful pathway to allowing Christ to totally control us.  
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Seeking For God to Take Total Control
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

This is my desire - To honor You - Lord, with all my heart - I worship You - All I have within me  - I give 
You praise - All that I adore - Is in You.  Lord, I give You my heart - I give You my soul - I live for you alone 
- And every breath that I take - Every moment I’m awake - Lord, have Your ways in me.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZE9SYdGJ7A
This is my desire to honor Jesus Christ with all of my life.  It is also my desire that all of you join with 
me in loving Him with all of our hearts, minds, and souls and to die to ourselves and live for Him.  Won’t 
you consider joining me?  Even better, won’t you join with me in doing everything in your power to allow 
Jesus to completely take over and control your lives?  Let’s join together in loving and obeying Jesus with 
all of our lives.  Yes, there might be a little that we will have to lose, but on the opposite side of the coin is 
the reality that we gain the honor of pleasing our Lord.  I believe it is worth whatever price it might cost 
us.  Let’s all do it.
     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

The Month of September is 
2018 emphasis for

Sue Nishikawa Offering
for Hawaii Pacific Missions

VIF Giving To Date
$1145.00

Friday, October 5, 2018    5:00 p.m.
For more information contact Shanley @ (808) 280-2690
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5 Truths from 10 Years of Discipleship Research
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them little Christs. If 
they are not doing that, everything else is simply a waste of time. God became Man for no other 
purpose.

A church can excel at anything and everything else, but if the church fails to make disciples she 
has wandered from her fundamental reason for existence.

Scott McConnell just celebrated ten years of leading LifeWay Research. We recently met to 
discuss all he has learned about discipleship, from a research vantage point, in his ten years of 
leading this important work. Here are five big truths from ten years of discipleship research:

1. Discipleship is intentional.

Those who are maturing desire to mature. They engage in discipleship opportunities and seek 
Christ in their daily lives. There is work to do here. For example, only 25% of pastors have a plan 
to develop Christ-formed leaders in their church.

2. Reading the Bible matters more than anything else.

Reading the Bible is the number one predictor for spiritual growth. Quite 
simply, those who read the Scripture grow.

3. The discipline of Bible engagement impacts every other discipline.

Some spiritual disciplines do not impact all the others. As an example, someone who serves 
may not be generous in giving. But engagement in the Word impacts every other discipline. 
Someone who lets the Word dwell in them simultaneously gives, serves, confesses sin, shares 
the gospel, etc.

4. Groups matter. A lot.

Those who are in some kind of group (Sunday School, small group, etc.) are much more likely 
to display markers of spiritual growth than those not in a group.

5. There is a deep connection between discipleship and evangelism.

Disciples share the gospel. Those who are growing in Christ tell others about Him. 
Those who are not growing in their faith are much less likely to articulate the gospel.                                                                                                       
October 27, 2016 By Eric Geiger @ ericgeiger.com. Used by permission.



Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  Sept. 27-29
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Andy Sn, Steffen Y

Week of  October 4-6
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, David P, 
Chad K, 

Week of  October. 11-13
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  October 18-20
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

*Key Monitor

Sign-up on the back table 
to be a part of this

ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Sept 23   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
             Sept 30   Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
     Lauryn I
          October 7  Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Jules G,
       Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.
          October 14  Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Joanne R.

Trunk or Treat
 at Valley Isle Fellowship 

is a safe Halloween 
Alternative with 
Jesus for our 
community.  

Meeting TODAY @ 12
For More information call 

Steffen  264-0397

List of Services in Church
1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, Mow lawn, 
weed whack, trimming, weed kill.  Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age related classes, 
childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP songs 
and sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at events, upload to 
website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small group.
You may contact the church office for more information at (808) 244-0865



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Prayers appreciated for family, for chaplains and for volun-
teers serving our facility and patient population.

Church Planter Care Ministry
The Church Planter Care Ministry comes along-
side planters and their families as they establish new 
churches in areas of need.  Pray that we would ful-
fill our mission: “breathing vitality into the life and 
mission of our planters and their families.”  Pray 
that more people register for the planter care minis-
try so we can serve them as they minister.  Pray that 
the planter care ministry is a strong source of encour-
agement to our missionaries. Pray for Send Network 
Orientations, and pray that the Send Network will 
grow as a brothershood of planters in our Send Cities.

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Darrell and Teresa McCain
09 12 2018 | Aiea, Hawaii
Darrell McCain is the director of Disaster Relief in 
Hawaii. Aloha prayer warriors! Well, August was a 
crazy busy month in Hawaii. The lava flow seems to 
have stopped in the Puna district of Hilo. The same area 
is recovering from flooding from Hurricane Lane. In 
the midst of this, Maui Island had a fire that claimed 
more than 20 homes or structures. We are in some crazy 
times, but in those times, God is still in control. How 
else could a category 4 hurricane break apart the day be-
fore it came close to the Islands? This is because of the 
power of prayer. Even meteorologists cannot explain 
it. Thank you so much for praying for protection over 
our state and us as we share Christ’s love. Darrell is on 
the Big Island assessing the flood damage caused by 
Hurricane Lane. Pray for us as we “Bring Help, Hope 
and Healing” through Southern Baptist Disaster Relief. 
Pray that people will see God’s loves for them through 
all the storms and fire all across North America.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Saudi Arabs of Saudi Arabia-(SAU-dee) - Khalid re-
cently arrived in the United States and began studying at a 
large university. He’s already met some Saudi students in 
his English classes, but it’s been harder to meet Americans 
and practice his English, so he was excited when an Amer-
ican student struck up a conversation with him on campus. 
Since then, Khalid has met up with Dave and his friend 
Joe a few times. He’s enjoying getting to know Dave and 
Joe not just for the English practice, but also because of 
the conversations they’ve had about life and faith. Khalid 
has grown up hearing that followers of Jesus are immoral, 
yet Dave and Joe seem to love God, care about people, 
and live pure lives. Khalid has always considered himself 
to be a religious person, but Dave and Joe’s faith seems to 
impact them more than his practice of Islam ever has. He 
wants to read the Bible and find out more, but he’s afraid 
of what might happen if he begins to question Islam. Pray 
that believers in the U.S. and other host countries will 
share God’s love and truth with Saudi students. Ask that 
their witness will spark a spiritual hunger. Pray that these 
students will have the courage to truly consider what the 
Bible says. Pray that by the Holy Spirit’s power, many 
Saudi students will find new life in Jesus and take the truth 
back to their own people. (This just a story, but it illus-
trates the situation of many actual students in the U.S.)



From The Pastors Desk
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Evening Worship Service Notes for September 23, 2018  P.M. Service
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Warning: Beware of the Good Times
Parable of the Rich Fool

I. The American Dream is not necessarily a Godly Dream. – Luke 12:16-19 NLT
 A. The American Dream:
  1. Work _________ .
  2. Be _______________ .
  3. ___________ your wealth for the future.
  4. ___________ , __________ , and __________ .
 B. The Progressive, Socialist Dream:
  1. _________ _______________  – Universal Health Care, Free 
   College, Minimum livable income, etc. 
  2. _______ ____________ .
  3. No such thing as ____________ _______________ .
  4. Constitution and all U.S. Laws are ___________ _______________ .
 C. God’s Desire:
  1. To bring __________ and __________ to the Lord.
  2. To ________ to self and _________ for Jesus.
  3. That all men everywhere would _______ __________.
  4. Seek ye first the ________ ____________ _______ ________ 
  – not the ____________ _______ _________ __________ .

II. Foolish to Focus on the goods of this world. – Luke 12:20-21 NLT
 A. All of us will __________ this world.
 B. Our wealth & possessions will _________ _________ .
 C. How do you use your _________ , __________ , and __________________ .
  1. Does it indicate a priority to this __________ ?
  2. Does it indicate a priority to __________ ___________ ?

III. The gods of this world wage fierce battles. – Luke 12:49-53 NLT
 A. In this world Jesus experienced ________________ ___________ .
 B. Standing with and for Jesus may mean standing as _______ ________ .
 C. Challenges and division amongst those ____________ _______ ________ .



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

September 2018
      23 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12 noon -  Trunk O Treat Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      26 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      30 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

October 2018
      1 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      3 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      5 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
      7 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

      8 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      10 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      14 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm -  Evening Service/Study
      15 6:30 pm -  Prayer Meeting
      17 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      19-20 HPBC  Womens Retreat Puu Kahea
      21 9:00 am-  Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
       22  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
       24 6:30 pm -  Youth Night

       28  9:00 am-   Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
       29 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Remember and Consider
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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Joshua 24:11-24 NLT

I.    ______________ what the Lord has already done in your life. – Joshua 24:11-13 NLT
      A. Your _____________ _______________ reveals how God has blessed you.
      B. The testimony of ________ demonstrates God’s blessings on us ______________ .
      C. God has, is, and will continue to__________ even when you 
 _________ ____________it.

II.    _____________ God’s call very seriously. – Joshua 24:14-15 NLT
      A. _________ the Lord.
      B. __________Him with all of your heart.
      C.___________ _______ _____________ to ungodliness.
      D. Right to __________ other ways and gods.
      E. I have ____________  – “But as for me and my family, we will serve the LORD.”

III.  ____________ the cost. – Joshua 24:16-24 NLT
      A. Never ____________ the Lord.
      B. Never __________ other gods.
      C. Do _____________ what the Lord has done for us.
      D. Remember ________________ that God is.
      E. ____________ of the consequences of failure.
      F. __________ in loving obedience.


