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Needing to Trust in the Lord Always
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit upon his glorious throne. 32  All 
the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he 
will separate the people as a shepherd separates the 
sheep from the goats. 33  He will place the sheep at 
his right hand and the goats at his left. 34  “Then 
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35  

For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, 
and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you 
invited me into your home. 36  I was naked, and you 
gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. 
I was in prison, and you visited me.’ 37  “Then these 
righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever 
see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? 38  Or a stranger and show you 
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? 39  When 
did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40  “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when 
you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and 
sisters, you were doing it to me!’ 41  “Then the King 
will turn to those on the left and say, ‘Away with you, 
you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his demons. 42  For I was hungry, and 
you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t give 
me a drink. 43  I was a stranger, and you didn’t invite 
me into your home. I was naked, and you didn’t give 

As I sit to compose this article, it is Sunday after-
noon and everyone was thanking the Lord for seeing 
us through a potentially devastating Hurricane Lane.  
Then I check the Pacific Hurricane Center’s website 
and see that at 2:00 PM PDT (2100 UTC), Tropi-
cal Storm Miriam is located about 1270 miles WSW 
of the southern tip of Baja California with sustained 
winds of 45 mph.  It was moving towards the west 
at 14 mph.  This site reports that “Steady strengthen-
ing is forecast during the next couple of days, and 

Miriam is expected to become a 
hurricane by late Monday.  Just 
as we thought that we were out 
of danger, possible danger again 
seems to pop up again.

In these days of strife and turmoil, who and what can 
you put your trust and hope in.  I want to shout from 
the house tops that “JESUS” is the only one worth 
putting all of your trust and hope in.  He is the answer 
to all of life’s strains and stresses.  He can provide 
and protect, but He can also lift His hand from us and 
allow us to become vulnerable to all of the evil that 
surrounds us and desires to destroy us.
This morning, I want to ask you what I think is a 
very important question for all of us to ponder.  
“Why should we presume upon God’s love and 
mercy to protect and provide for us during times 
such as these?”  “Do we deserve His love, grace, and 
mercy?”  Calling upon Jesus during times like this 
is really the picture of one who is in desperate need 
of grace and mercy.  Does it make sense to call on 
one who you have spent the majority of your time 
ignoring and belittling?  But you might say, “How 
have I ignored and belittled Him?”  Let me call 
your attention to the following passage of scripture:

Matthew 25:31-46 (NLT) 31  “But when the Son 
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Needing to Trust in the Lord Always
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

me clothing. I was sick and in prison, and you didn’t visit me.’ 44  “Then they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we 
ever see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you?’ 45  “And he will 
answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were 
refusing to help me.’ 46  “And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous will go into eternal life.” 

This Biblical story tells me that I need to take the Lord seriously!  I need to take Him so 
seriously that it becomes my natural nature to be Christ like in all that I think, do, and say.  So, a com-
mon place should my love and obedience to the Lord be that I am not 
aware when I am obedient and I take no pleasure in keeping the score on 
my godliness.  Do I ignore or belittle God’s desires and commands on 
my life?  If I take seriously this passage above, I would concentrate and 
focus on loving Him with all of my heart, mind, and soul that I will be 
bewildered when the Lord counts me worthy, because I did not keep track, 
I did not keep the score on how obedient I was to the Lord.  I would have spent my time in loving 
Him, and He would have guided and resourced me to do His will.  There would have been numerous 
times when I would have been unaware of doing His will, because it was simply the natural thing to do.  

If another hurricane or some other calamity should threaten us, we need to simply keep our eyes fastened 
on Jesus and ask Him to strengthen our love and allegiance to Him.  While all others might be trying to run 
from the stresses and strains that will seem to press in on us, we need to be running into the arms of Jesus.  
The sheep follow their master while the goats wander from Him.  Follow Him, no matter where He leads.  
Then you will be safe in His arms, no matter how fierce the storm may be.  God bless you all.

     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

2018 Sue Nishikawa Offering
Week of Prayer
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The Right Components of Discipleship 
(Part  One of Three)

Pastor Darren Sarmiento
Discipleship Insights 

Discipleship is vital and foundational to our Church’s health and growth.  Every week I’m going to share 
with you what I call “Discipleship Insights”.  It will be articles that can help, encourage and keep us 
focused on being like Jesus and being disciples of Jesus.                      
             Pastor Darren Sarmiento
The Right Components of Discipleship 
What makes for quality discipleship? What are the things within a discipleship relationship that produce 
real growth and make for an enjoyable, satisfying discipleship experience?
The four Gospels offer fascinating answers when you consider two things: What did Jesus impart to His 
disciples, and how did He do it?  He imparted to them His compassion for the lost and the necessity 
of servanthood. He demonstrated the importance of His relationship with the Father, and even how to 
pray.
Now consider how He did that – how He imparted these things while teaching in a large group setting; 
how He told stories to illustrate the kingdom of God; and how He modeled ministry at the very feet of 
His disciples.
Mark 3:13-14 describes Jesus’ method of discipleship:
“...He went up to the mountain and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came 
to Him. And He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him, and that He might send them out 
to preach.”
Jesus selected these 12 to spend the next two and a half years with Him, to go wherever He went, and 
to eventually be sent out into the ministry. Jesus’ example is the very nature of discipleship we hope to 
model.
Here is the first of three components of quality discipleship.

1st Component: Relationship Building
The number one thing that Jesus did was get involved in people’s lives.  When you 
disciple someone, you’re not taking on a project, you’re investing in a person.
Look at 1 Thessalonians 2:7-12, a classic passage where Paul talks vividly about his heart for the 
people in whom he invested in the city of Thessalonica.
“Having thus a fond affection for you, we were well- pleased to impart to you not only the Gospel 
of God but also our own lives, because you had become very dear to us” (v. 8).
These believers at Thessalonica weren’t just a crowd of people; they weren’t just objects or a project. 
These were people who Paul deeply loved.  No matter how spiritually gifted you may be or how much 
theology you may know, “People won’t care what you know, until they know that you care.”
Here are just five ways to build discipleship relationships:
1. Learn to ask questions – When you’re diving into someone’s life, move beyond the superficial 
questions and more deeply into “soul” questions, like, “What’s going on in your soul today?”  “How are 
you doing in your walk with God?”  “What are you learning from the Lord?”

Ask questions about his or her family.  “What was it like at home?” “ What were your parents like?”  



If you have someone who grew up in a home where they have been verbally abused, then that’ll 
probably tell you something about what they may need in her life.  If you’re discipling someone who 
was sexually abused, that’s something in their life that you’re probably going to want to work on with 
them.  Ask questions about the whole person, not just their ministry, but questions about their whole life.
2. Learn to listen – It’s just as important that we learn to listen as it is to ask questions. One of the 
things that can make you a notoriously bad discipler is if you sit down with someone and go over your 
agenda of 10 things you want to tell them.  You may want to come in with a couple of specific things in 
mind that you want to communicate.
But, first and foremost, you’ve got to listen to what’s going on in their soul.  If you’re meeting with your 
disciple, and they have just had a horrible conversation with their parents, but you’ve planned to dive 
into some other topic, you’ll probably miss something that needs to be processed.  Sometimes we have 
to be quiet and simply listen to where the other person is.
3. Spend relational time together – Discipleship should include more than just weekly 
appointments and Bible studies.  Have them over for dinner, play sports together, and do things 
that they would enjoy. This way they see your life outside a discipleship setting.  Extra time studying 
together, going to church together, hanging out after Cru, and eating together are all ways that you build 
a relationship.
4. Learn to be an encourager – Did you ever notice how much people like to be encouraged?  Did 
you ever notice how much you enjoy being around a person who encourages you?  That’s an art, a skill.  
Learn to praise someone for the qualities that God is building into their life.  Learn how to identify the 
good things in a person’s life and how to praise and affirm them in a healthy way.
5. Demonstrate vulnerability – If you’re vulnerable and open about what’s going on in your life, if 
you share your struggles and temptations, it’s going to be easier for the person you’re discipling to be 
open.  If you come across as a perfect disciple who doesn’t have any issues or problems, then they’re 
going to feel that what it means to be a disciple is that they have it all together just like their disciple.  No 
one’s got it all together.  So be real and honest about what’s going on in your life.
While ministering at University of Miami – Ohio, Roger Hershey worked with a guy named Eric, an 
African-American man who had grown up in inner city Cleveland dealing drugs and hating white men. 
Roger was twenty-five years older than Eric, caucasian, and grew up on a farm in rural Pennsylvania.
Eric had met the Lord, and the Lord changed his whole life.  Roger began discipling Eric his junior year, 
and Eric became like a son to him.  Roger recalls the day as he sat in the dining hall where Eric was 
an RA, and him saying , “Hersh, I want you to know something.  Our weekly time 
together, our discipleship appointment is my favorite time of the week.”
“Really?” Roger said. “Why is that?”
“Because when we get together every week, I realize this is the safest place I have 
to be on campus all week long because I know you love me, you believe in me, 
you’ll encourage me, and you’ll listen to all my junk, and you’ll walk me through my 
failures and sins, and I know you care.”
Race, age, background - it doesn’t make a difference. When you move into someone’s life, when you 
love them and they know it, they will respond.

Article taken from The Compass. Tim Henderson is the Campus Director at Penn State University and has authored or co-authored many of the Campus 
Ministry resources like Compass and The Community.
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Pastor Darren Sarmiento



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  Sept. 6-8
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  Sept. 13-15
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of Sept. 20-22
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T, Amalia 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  Sept. 27-29
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Andy Sn, Steffen Y

*Key Monitor

Sign-up on the back table 
to be a part of this

ministry. 

Announcements
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         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    Sept 2  Team 2: Cheeng , Christine B, Vija B,
     Lauryn I
               Sept 9 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Jules G,
       Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.
               Sept 16  Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Joanne R.
               Sept 23  Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F

List of Services in Church

1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes,
 Lord’s Supper.

2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.

3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.

4.Sound team: Sound technicians.

5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.

6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, 
Mow lawn, weed whack, trimming, weed kill.  
Maintenance of building.

7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, 
bathrooms & lanais.

8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age 
related classes, childcare.

9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to 
teach our youth.

10.Announcements team: Events or news.

11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP 
songs and sermons, learning and using new 
software.

12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at 
events, upload to website.

13.Website team: Maintain and update website.

14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small 
group.

You may contact the church office for more 
information at (808) 244-0865



Announcements

For more information contact Pam Edwards 808-446-4009

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to 

share
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray that God would move many in this spiritually 
disinterested city to respond to our events, invitations and 

loving presence in our city.

Seattle, WA

“Pray that 200 families will leave hme and move to 
join a church planting team in Seattle for five to 10 

years.”

4,738,993 people live in metro Seattle

65.8% are unaffiliated with any religious body

11.9% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 25,896 Seattle residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays

Sandra Johnson
08 15 2018 | Thomasville, NC-Sandra Johnson is a    
missionary serving as the founder and president of Triad 
Ladder of Hope in North Carolina. Please continue to 
pray for my health issues. Pray that God will surround 
our ministry team with a shield of protection. Thanks 
to local Baptist children’s home, we are very close to 
opening a safe house for women who are victims of hu-
man trafficking. Pray for our team as we go through this 
process, and pray we have the house open soon; it is 
greatly needed. Pray for human trafficking victims and 
for the traffickers. Thank you and may God bless you.
Gene Collins
08 22 2018 | St. Charles, MO-Gene Collins is the lead 
planter/pastor of True Life Community Church. Please 
pray for our move to a new location and that God pro-
vides workers for the harvest (children’s ministry and 
nursery workers, along with musicians). The new lo-
cation will help us reach all the neighborhoods in our 
context. Pray that God brings people from our entire 
context, that pe... Read Moreople receive the gospel and 
that many disciples are made.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Mountain River XYZ of East Asia-Pray that believ-
ers will continue to have grace and wisdom as they walk 
alongside their brothers and sisters in Christ, and ask that 
they will all be imitators of God, walking in love, and dis-
playing the fruits of the Spirit. Intercede for the lost, ask-
ing that the Lord will “open their eyes, in order to turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in [Je-
sus Christ]” (Acts 26:18 NKJV).
*Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam-(HOE-chee-men) - God 
loves Ho Chi Minh City. His love is obvious in the ways 
that he is at work in peoples’ lives as believers meet those 
like Duc,* who is looking for spiritual answers and truth. 
God’s hand at work in the city is also obvious as he contin-
ues to call out laborers to be at work in this harvest field, 
both from within the field and from outside. Please pray 
for Vien,* asking that he will have strength and focus; he 
wants to serve God and be a catalyst to lead others to the 
gospel and see more churches started. Pray for Sarah* and 
Mary,* whom God has called to come and serve in the 
city, having just moved there. Pray that they will find jobs 
that will support them and give them ample time to be 
actively engaged in winning the lost, discipling believers, 
and starting churches among the millions of people in the 
city. (*names changed)



From The Pastors Desk
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Evening Worship Service Notes for September 2, 2018 
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September 2, 2018
Valley Isle Fellowship

PM Service

Praying Universally

1 Timothy 2:1-7 (NLT)

I.    Pray for ________ .
      A. God’s _________ for them.
      B. ______________ for their good.
      C. Find a reason to _________ ___________ for them.

II.   Pray especially for those in ______________ .
       A. Praying for _____________ and __________ results.
       B. Distinctly flavored with ______________ and ____________ .
       C. _____________ our Savior

III.  Pray for ______________ for ________ .
        A. Only one way to be __________ .
        B. Only one way to be _______________.
        C. Pray that ALL will ____________ , ___________ , and __________ this truth.

IV. Pray for the ________________ .
       A. Power to _____________ and ____________ .
       B. Power to ____________ .
       C. Power of ___________ and __________ .



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

September 2018
      2 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled
                              Labor Day Holiday- Office Closed
      5 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      7 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
      9 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

     10 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     12 6:30 pm - Youth Night

     16 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

      19 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      23 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      26 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      30 9:00 am- Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

October 2018
      1 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      3 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      5 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
      7 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      8 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We wel-

Studying the Bible
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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2 Chronicles 7:14 NLT

I.    Starts with _____________. – 2 Chronicles 7:14a (NLT)
       A. Pride will almost always be _________________ .
 1. Pride will _____________ you from ________. 
  - Proverbs 16:18 and 1 Corinthians 1:28-29 (HCSB)
 2. Pride leads to ________ and _______________ in knowing ________.
  - Exodus 10:3 (HCSB)
       B. Humility is the___________ to our study (receiving from God).
 1. Humility ______________ ________.
  - 2 Chronicles 34:27-28 (NLT)
 2. Humility ____________ for________.
  - Matthew 5:6 (KJV)
 3. Humility_____________ our hearts to ____________ .
  - Daniel 10:12 (NLT)

II.   Done in  ___________. -  2 Chronicles 7:14b (NLT)
 A. Prayer is ___________________ .
 B. Prayer is _______________ .
 C. Prayer is ______________ _____________ .
 D. Prayer gives us the ______________ of saying “________ ” to God.

III.  Seeks God’s ______________ .  -  2 Chronicles 7:14c (NLT)
 A. In His Presence is _____________ and _________ .
  - 1 Chronicles 16:27 (KJV)
 B. In His Presence is _____________ __________ .
  - Nahum 1:5-6 (NLT)
 C. In His Presence is ______________ .
  - Matthew 25:31-32(NLT)

IV. Rejects and Turns from ________ .  -  2 Chronicles 7:14d (NLT)
 A. _______________ of turning from sin.
  - Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT)
 B. ________ ___________ to _________ know of sin.
  - James 4:17 (NLT)


