
Valley Isle Fellowship
Love God, Love His Church, Love His World
1033 Waiale Road - PO Box 886
Wailuku, HI  96793                                                   
Phone: (808) 244-0865  Fax: (808)249-0235

IN THIS  ISSUE:
  1,2      At the End of Your Rope-Love Jesus
  3        Three Thoughts on Discipleship and Jesusʻ Method
  2,4     Announcements
  5        Missional Opportunities
  6        From The Pastor Desk
  7         VIF Calendar 

NEWSLETTER
August 26, 2018  www.vifmaui.com

At the End of Your Rope-Love Jesus
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

his son as a sacrifice. 11  At that moment the angel 
of the LORD called to him from heaven, “Abraham!  
Abraham!” “Yes,” Abraham replied. “Here I am!” 
12  “Don’t lay a hand on the boy!” the angel said. 
“Do not hurt him in any way, for now I know that you 
truly fear God. You have not withheld from me even 
your son, your only son.” 13  Then Abraham looked 
up and saw a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So 
he took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering 
in place of his son. 
In this story, Abraham’s love for the Lord was quick 
and decisive.  Upon receiving the Lord’s revelation, 
he immediately set out to prepare and undertake this 
journey just as the Lord had instructed him.  Upon 
receiving God’s instructions that the sacrifice was to 
be his son, Isaac, he immediately tied him up and 
placed him on the altar.  He went as far as to pick up 
the knife to sacrifice his son, when the angel stopped 
him and provided a ram as the sacrifice.  Abraham 
was so in love with his Lord that he was willing 
to do anything and everything in loving obedience 
to Him.  He could trust the Lord in 
everything and he could entrust his 
son, Issac, into God’s hands.
I believe that this is the extent to which 
we should all be moving towards.  To 
have that kind of immediate and un-
compromised love for the Lord would 

There have been many times in my life that I have 
tried to prove my love for Jesus by doing good 
things.  There have also been so many times when I 
have done this and I have still felt so unfulfilled and 
empty.  There have been other times when after doing 
all of those good things, yet I have felt so burnt out.  
I have asked myself on several occasions, “What is 
wrong with me?”

One of the revelations that God blessed me with was 
that the answer was not in doing good things for Him, 
but to simply love Him.  It is a very powerful lesson 
and a really powerful truth to be freed to loving Him 
and not to have to be able to prove it.

I have shared with you before the story of the man 
who was trying desperately to get through the woods 
as the day turned to darkness.  As he rushed along, 
he began to trip and fall over roots and rocks that 
was strewn all over the floor of the woods.  Then 
suddenly he tripped and he realized that he was fall-
ing off a cliff.  On his way down, he grabbed a hold 
of a branch sticking out of the side of the cliff.  He 
started to yell for help and the Lord answered by say-
ing, “If you love me, then let go.”  This would have 

been a perfect time for this man to 
say, “Yes, Lord, I love you so much 
and here I come to you,” then to let 
go and trust and depend on the Lord.  
I know that if it was me hanging 
off the cliff, I would have probably 

echoed what that man did.  “Is there anyone else up 
there?”
Genesis 22:9-13 (NLT) 9  When they arrived at the 
place where God had told him to go, Abraham built 
an altar and arranged the wood on it. Then he tied 
his son, Isaac, and laid him on the altar on top of 
the wood. 10  And Abraham picked up the knife to kill 

          continued on next page
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At the End of Your Rope-Love Jesus
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

surely be a glorious kind of love that would bring Him glory and honor and would also bring genuine fulfill-
ment in our lives.  Dying to self and living for Christ is a great statement, but it is even a more glorious lifestyle.  
This is certainly not an easy path to take, but it is a glorious path.  It is difficult to give our all to the Lord, but this 
kind of uncompromised love and faith in Jesus Christ, brings so much blessing and fulfillment in our lives.  

An old spiritual saying is, “It’s me, it’s me, O Lord, standing in the need of prayer.”  Lord, it’s me and 
I am praying that you will help me to grow my love for you in this manner.  A love and obedience like 
Abraham is what I pray you will guide and empower me to mature into.  Please touch me and heal me of 
my sin and shame.  Wash me clean and fill me with your Holy Spirit so that I can love you more than I 
ever have before.  

     ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

Be in the know!  Join our text alerts . . .
To receive messages via text on your cell phone:
A) If you have a smartphone, get push notifications. On your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and 
go to rmd.at/mrvif
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind.  You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.
B) If you don’t have a smartphone, get text notifications.Text the message @mrvif to the number 81010 or 
(808)670-3442.
C) Give your cell number to the office and request to be added.

*Standard text message rate may apply.For more information or help call the Church Office @244-0865.

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  

dish to share

For more information contact Pam Edwards 
808-446-4009
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Three Thoughts on Discipleship and Jesusʻ Method
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

March 17, 2016 By Eric Geiger 
Jesus could have chosen any method to ensure the world would hear of 
His gracious sacrifice for them, to ensure that the message would be shared 
around the globe. The world is His, so all resources are at His disposal 
and none of His plans can be thwarted. He could have designed a means 
to broadcast His life and death to the world or chosen any other method 
imaginable or unimaginable. Yet He chose discipleship. He chose to pour 
His life into a group of people and entrust the message to them. Robert 
Coleman masterfully wrote:

It all started by Jesus calling a few men to follow Him. His concern was not with programs to reach the multi-
tudes, but with men, who the multitudes would follow. Remarkable as it may seem, Jesus started to gather these 
men before He ever organized an evangelistic campaign or even preached a sermon in public. Men were to be His 
method of winning the world to God.

Mark 3:14 provides a statement of Jesus’ approach with His disciples:

He also appointed 12—He also named them apostles—to be with Him, to send them out to preach.

From this verse, here are three thoughts on Jesus and discipleship:

1. Discipleship is intentional (He appointed)

With intentionality, Jesus chose those He would invest in. He appointed them. The only time the Bible records 
Jesus praying all night was before He chose His disciples (Luke 6:12-13). Discipleship does not just happen. It is 
the result of intentionally helping people become more and more like Christ.

2. Discipleship is relational (to be with Him)

Jesus first invited the disciples simply to be with Him. They learned by watching Him interact with people, teach, 
and love the crowds. Jesus shared His life with the disciples, not just His words. Because the Christian faith is 
highly relational, both vertically with God and horizontally with others, discipleship remains relational.

3. Discipleship includes deployment (to send them out)

Part of the disciples’ development included being sent out to preach. True discipleship always results in the dis-
ciple being sent out. And the being “sent out” further develops the disciple. Multiple times in the gospels, Jesus 
debriefed with His disciples after they ministered to others. Mission engagement was part of their discipleship. To 
separate discipleship and mission is to make an unhealthy distinction. Mission opportunities are simultaneously 
discipleship opportunities.

https://ericgeiger.com/2016/03/three-thoughts-on-discipleship-and-jesus-method/



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  August 31-Sept. 1
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  Sept. 6-8
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  Sept. 13-15
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of Sept. 20-22
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T, Amalia 
Jennifer R, Paul R

*Key Monitor

Sign-up on the back table 
to be a part of this

ministry. 

Announcements

- 4 -

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today   Aug 26  Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
                Sept 2  Team 2: Cheeng , Christine B, Vija B,
     Lauryn I
                Sept 9 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Jules G,
       Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.
               Sept 16  Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Joanne R.

List of Services in Church

1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes,
 Lord’s Supper.

2.Greeters: Great people, pass out newsletter.

3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking 
paper products and bathroom supplies.

4.Sound team: Sound technicians.

5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.

6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds, 
Mow lawn, weed whack, trimming, weed kill.  
Maintenance of building.

7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center, bath-
rooms & lanais.

8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age 
related classes, childcare.

9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to 
teach our youth.

10.Announcements team: Events or news.

11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP 
songs and sermons, learning and using new 
software.

12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at 
events, upload to website.

13.Website team: Maintain and update website.

14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small 
group.

You may contact the church office for more 
information at (808) 244-0865



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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“Pray that the Lord of the harvest will establish local 
churches that are an answer to Luke 10:2 and develop 
laborers for the harvest.”

New York, NY

22,724,972 people live in metro New York City

44.7% are unaffiliated with any religious body

4% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 69,495 New York City 
residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Christon Dyer
08 15 2018 | Long Island City, NY
Christy Dyer is a church planting team member serv-
ing New City Church in Long Island City, Queens, N.Y. 
God continues to move in great ways in New York City. 
He is using the faith community of New City Church in 
many ways. Over the past few years, we have seen lives 
transformed and new believers grow in their relationship 
with Christ. We are excited that God has laid the founda-
tion for us to be part of launching two new plants, one in 
the Queensboro Plaza area of Queens and one on the Up-
per West Side of Manhattan. Can you pray with us as we 
begin this work? Pray for laborers to join the harvest, pray 
for souls to be prepared for conversations with believers, 
pray for needs to be meet and for gospel transformation in 
our communities.
Ali Chambers
08 15 2018 | Memphis, TN
Ali Chambers is the church planter/pastor of Mosaic 
Church in Memphis, Tenn. Several marriages in our 
church are having trouble. Pray for reconciliation. We 
have also just elected elders for the first time. Pray for pro-
tection and that we would be examples. Pray for strength, 
wisdom and love in shepherding our church for the glory 
of God and the good of our people and our city. 

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Northern African and Middle Eastern Unengaged 
Peoples-Please pray for the Syrian Aramaic people in 
Turkey who have lived there for centuries. Recently, 
their numbers have increased because an extremist 
group took over the villages of the Aramaic people still 
living in Syria. Historically, members of this people 
group have been followers of Jesus, and today, they 
say that they speak the “Jesus language.” However, few 
among them believe that salvation comes by grace, as 
they believe that they will be saved through good works 
and by going to church. Pray that the Syrian Aramaic 
people will read the Scriptures and take the step of truly 
accepting Jesus as Savior and Lord. Pray for those who 
are suffering from the stress of war. Ask God to give 
them peace and the ability to forgive their enemies.

* Sri Lanka-Please remember the following requests 
during your intercessory prayer time: Pray that as be-
lievers refine and focus their vision, many more people 
will be reached for Christ, resulting in many new church 
plants. Lift up the training opportunities on the field and 
at the Bible college in the city of Colombo, asking for 
continued growth for the kingdom.



Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share

From The Pastors Desk
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Evening Worship Service Notes for August 26, 2018 
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August 26, 2018 
Valley Isle Fellowship 

PM Service 

As people who treasure the Word of God (The Bible), is our practice and observance of 
Sundays all that Scripture commands that it be?  As we look into the Word of God and as 
we attempt to grasp the heart of God, let us also look into our own hearts so that we can 

bring our hearts and lives into sync with the heart of God. 
)
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

August 2018
      26 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      27 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      29 6:30 pm - Youth Night

September 2018
      2 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      3 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled
                              Labor Day Holiday- Office Closed
      5 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      7 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
      9 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

 

    10 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     12 6:30 pm - Youth Night

     16 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      17 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      19 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      23 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      24 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      26 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      30 9:00 am- Worship Service 
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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The Word of God, Hard but Vital
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
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2 Timothy 3:16-17

I.    _____________ by ________ . – 2 Timothy 3:16a

       A. This is why we call it “ ________ _________ _______ ________ .”

       B. God is the ___________ .

       C. Often, His ways are in _______________ to our ways. 
       - Psalm 119:37-40 & Isaiah 55:8-9 

II.   Very___________ in teaching __________ . – 2 Timothy 3:16b

       A. Useful because it is the ___________ of __________ .

       B. Points out __________ so that we can do __________ . – Psalm 119:9-16

       C. _______________ with __________ .

III.  _____________ in living out __________ . – 2 Timothy 3:17

       A. ______________ and ___________ .

       B. Gives a ____________ to ___________ the Lord. – Psalm 119:33-40

       C. Knowledge of God’s desire & will opens up His ______________ .

 1. ___________ .

 2. ___________ .

 3. His _____________ and __________ .

 4. His ______________ .


