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Drawing Close to God
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“What is causing the quarrels and fights among you?
Don’t they come from the evil desires at war within
you? You want what you don’t have, so you scheme
and kill to get it. You are jealous of what others have,
but you can’t get it, so you fight and wage war to
take it away from them. “Yet you don’t have what you
want because you don’t ask God for it. And even when
you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all
wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure.
You adulterers! Don’t they come from the evil desires
at war within you? Don’t you realize that friendship
with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it
again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you
make yourself an enemy of God. Do you think the
Scriptures have no meaning? They say that God is passionate that the spirit he has placed within us should
be faithful to him. And he gives grace generously. As
the Scriptures say, “God opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble.” So, humble yourselves before
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come
close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash
your hands, you sinners; purify your hearts, for your
loyalty is divided between God and the world. Let
there be tears for what you have done. Let there be
sorrow and deep grief. Let there be sadness instead
of laughter, and gloom instead of joy. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up in honor.
James 4:1-10 NLT

What’s going on in this scrip-

to get what you want, but it was a reality that was going
on among believers in Jesus and the Apostle James knew
this. He was very forward and honest about what he had
seen when he said, “Don’t they come from the evil desires
at war within you?” The Apostle James even makes the
remark, “Yet you don’t have what you want because you
don’t ask God for it. And even when you ask, you don’t
get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only
what will give you pleasure. You adulterers!”
What was the Apostle James trying to help the believers
understand? In the latter half of the scripture passage,
James is revealing to them that a
friend of the world is an enemy
of God. If you are wanting the
best of both worlds you won’t
get it.
The Holy Spirit in us will always
be faithful to God, not to ourselves. I believe James is trying
to get the believers to focus on God and not on themselves. The Holy Spirit that God gives us is for Him not
us. It’s to do His will, not our will.
We need to remember that we believe in Jesus not so that
we can get what we want from God, but that God gets
what He always wanted, us. He created us for His good
pleasure not ours. For His will to be done not ours, and
for Him to be glorified not us.
James said, “If you want to be a friend of the world, you
make yourself an enemy of God.”
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I truly believe that all Christians want God and Jesus more than anything in the world, but we get caught up in the
world so often we forget about God. Well, James has a remedy for that and it’s simple to know, but understanding it will take all that we have in us to put into action. First, James points out the problem and then gives us the
remedy of what to do. James said, “So humble yourselves before God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Come close to God, and God will come close to you.”
Do you see the problem that James pointed out? He said resist the devil. I believe we can resist the devil. The
problem is not resisting, but how to continue to resist the devil.

Here’s the solution James pointed out. Draw close to God! I ’ve always said that what we have to do is change
our desires.
Now, none of us desire the devil, right? The desire we have to change is wanting what we want for ourselves.
Desiring God over ourselves! James is saying that when we make the humble choice of drawing close to God,
we are choosing to please God more than we want to please ourselves. It is then and only then, that God will draw
close to us. There is always a cause and effect in all of life, and in this case, thereʻs no difference.
Make the conscious choice to draw close to God and He will draw close to you. Focus on building your relationship with Jesus and you can be sure God will be close to you always.
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Womens Minsitry Event
Saturday June 16, 2018

Come find out how
YOU can be involved . . .
Next planning meeting
Thursday, June 14
6:00 p.m.
For more information contact

Sign up for reservations by June 10th
at the back table to save a spot for you
and your guests at this special event.
See you there!
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Announcements

Church Cleaning Schedule

Honoring Our Graduates
and Youth Camp Recap

Week of June 7-10
Team 1
Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Kristi Echiverri Kawika Fernandez
Kolbe Fontinilla
Jules Giron
Joey Moepono Megan Motonaga
Cayla Riopta
Jonathan Saito
Jyrah Lalim
Josef Shum
Zach Yamada
Justin Vicente

Week of June 14-16
Team 2
Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M,
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

<<Sunday, June 10, 5:30 p.m.>>

Week of June 21-23
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Dinner will be catered, you may bring
sides and deserts.
No Evening Service

Week of June 28-30
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*,
Jennifer R, Paul R
*Key Monitor

Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today June 3 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F,
			
Melanie F
June 10 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
			
Lauryn I
June 17 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Jules G,
			

Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.

June 24 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S,
			
Joanne R.

CoffeeBar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

We welcome your favorite dish to share and
blessings of your hearts to serve
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Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Northeast
Though the vast majority of people in the Northeast are considered lost, the hope of seeing them found in Christ has never
been greater for those already at work in the region. Pray for
the lost in the Northeast region. Pray for the city missionaries
in the six Send Cities of the Northeast as well as the partners,
church planting catalysts and planters in the region. Pray
for evangelistic and church planting movements to continue.

Pray that God would open doors and provide resources for
more effective re-entry ministry for those leaving the prison.

International Mission Board

PrayerConnect
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays.

Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Peoples of Southeast Madagascar- Pray for missionaries who are engaging the Tanala (pronounced tahNAH-lah) each week. They write: “Praise God that two
discipleship groups are meeting to study God’s Word!
Pray that the participants will yearn to learn God’s Word
and truths for their own lives and, in turn, share it with
those around them.”

*Samogho (Duun Tribe) of Mali-(SAH-moh-goh/
doon) - Thank you for praying for all the new believers in Laura Reece’s* area. How exciting it is to have
started 2018 with them as well as getting to celebrate
their first Easter with them! As their baptisms were still
fresh on their minds, it was great to see whose example
they followed while studying, learning, and worshipping Jesus through this time of looking at his death and
resurrection. Pray for them as they continue to grow,
learn, and be transformed by this new relationship with
God. May God continue to give them the knowledge
of his will and spiritual wisdom and understanding so
they can know him better each day and bring him glory
in the way they live their lives. (*name changed)
*Pa of Colombia-(pah) - Pray for the establishment of
a healthy Pa church, and pray for discernment for the
national missionaries regarding what that will look like
as they work towards that goal.

Tim Lesher
819 S. Macdonald
Mesa, AZ 85209
timlesher@gmail.com
https://www.valleyrimsba.org/the-bridge-mesa.html
Tim Lesher is lead planter/pastor of The Bridge Mesa in
Arizona. Pray for God to provide laborers to work with
our children and youth. Like the passage says, “Therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Pray that God would sustain strength,
boldness and courage in our leaders. Pray that the new believers who are being discipled would hunger for the Word
of God.
John and Julie Spencer
729 Champagnolle Rd.
El Dorado, AR 71730
musicjohnspencer@gmail.com
John Spencer is working to plant a church among Hispanics in Arkansas. Praise God, He is working among Spanish-speakers here in southern Arkansas. People are coming
to faith, we are baptizing new believers, and it looks like we
may be able to purchase an unused church building from
another denomination. Please pray that we stay focused
on God in the midst of this frenzy of wonderful activity.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

June 2018

17 9:00 am- Worship Service -Happy Fathers Day
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

1 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

3 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

20 6:30 pm - Youth Night
24 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
4-8

MCBA Youth Camp

25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

10 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
5:30 pm - Graduate Recongnition and
		
Youth Camp Recap

27 6:30 pm - Youth Night

July 2018
1

11 Kamehameha Day - office CLOSED
Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
14 6.00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
16 9:00 am - Women Ministries Event

9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

2

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

4

Independance Day - office CLOSED
Youth Night - CANCELLED

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE
Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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Two Temples
(Part Two of Two)

Pastor Darren Sarmiento
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NLT

1.

2.

3.

Believing in Jesus we are now _______________ into __________ the temple.

a)

God the Father ____________ our bodies.

b)

God the Son _____________ them.

c)

God the Holy Spirit _____________ them.

The Kingdom of God will be established not on earth _______________ but _______________.

a)

_________ of the earth.

b)

__________ of the world.

You can’t be ____________ about who you are.

The Church should not be known for what they do or don’t do
but for _________ _________ _________.
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