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“The Salvation of The Gospel is Priceless”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that 
a man discovered hidden in a field. In his excite-
ment, he hid it again and sold everything he owned 
to get enough money to buy the field. “Again, the 
Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the look-
out for choice pearls. When he discovered a pearl 
of great value, he sold everything he owned and 
bought it!”

Matthew 3:44-46 NLT

I can remember when my wife and I decided we wanted 
to buy a house so we went house shopping and it was tire-
some.  Prices were high and the homes we looked at ei-
ther were not all that great or if it was, we couldn’t afford 
it.  Finally, after looking for a while we actually came 
across this one house that we absolutely liked and just 
adored.  We sat down and looked at our finances to see if 
we could afford it.  The mortgage company said we could 
if we gave up certain things and paid certain things off. 
Our financial records would be in a more positive circum-
stance, and we would be more likely to be approved and 
qualify for the mortgage loan. 

So, we started to give up a lot of things, and in so doing 
we realized that a lot of those things really didn’t matter 
to us in comparison to owning a home.  In the end, we 
gave up a lot of things we thought were important to us, 
or we thought we couldn’t live without.  Today, we still 
own our home, but looking back twenty-two years ago we 
thought what we had to give up was too valuable to us.  
We don’t regret what we had to do back then.  We knew 
we were not going to look back once we had a home for 
our family and it was worth giving up the things we once 
considered valuable.
In the parables of the hidden 
treasure and pearls, Jesus is 
talking about salvation.  Some 
people might not agree with 
me so let me explain why I 
believe that Jesus is talking 

about salvation. The parable story begins with the words 
“The Kingdom of Heaven” this should be written as “The 
Kingdom of God”.  In Jewish religion using the name of 
God is sacred, and they would sometimes use the name 
Heaven instead.  So, the Kingdom of Heaven is the same 
as saying the Kingdom of God. 
You might be asking if that is such a big deal?  The an-
swer is yes, because it puts the context of this parable in 
its right perspective.  Let me explain what the Kingdom 
of God is referring to.  In Matthew 6:33 it says, “Seek 
first the Kingdom of God and all these things shall be 
given to you.”  Throughout the gospel books, Jesus said 
many times that the kingdom of God is near or at times 
it’s here.  When Jesus said that, He was referring to the 
good news about Himself.  He came to sacrifice His life 
on the cross to forgive us, and cleanse us of our sins so we 
would be right with God.  

I’ve said countless times, God’s kingdom on earth is not 
one of a physical building but one of a spiritual building.  
I preached last Sunday that you and I, and all who believe 
in Jesus is where God has established His Kingdom on 
earth.  His kingdom is within us, in our hearts.  That’s 
why I believe the parables are referring to God’s offering 
of salvation to us through Jesus.  When we understand 
and know of how great a love God gives us, by offering 
His one and only Son so we could have eternal life spent 
with Him.  Then and only then will we come to know that 
salvation offered to us through the gospel is priceless.  

                                                       continued on next page
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  Sign up for reservations 
Today, June 10th at the back 
table to save a spot for you 
and your guests at this special 

Womens Minsitry Event
Saturday June 16, 2018

“The Salvation of The Gospel is Priceless”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

When you and I understand what it cost God to forgive us of our sins, and how He wants us to be with Him and 
glorify Him.  Then we will look at the things of this world differently, and see there is no greater value than salva-
tion offered to us through believing in Jesus. 
I gave up a lot of things and stop buying many things I thought I needed when I believed that owning a home was 
worth it.  In comparison to having salvation in Jesus I decided to give up my old way of life (knowing that it is 
a work in progress) to have a relationship with the one who loves me, and has already given up His life for me.  
Again, I say, “The Salvation of the Gospel is Priceless.”   What is the gospel worth to you?

    ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~     

Childrens registration begins today!  Sign 
up in Sunday school or registration forms 

on the back table.  Invite your 
family, friends and neighbors to join us 

in a week of fun, learning and play.

Come find out how
YOU can be involved . . .
Next planning meeting

Thursday, June 14
6:00 p.m.

For more information contact
Steffen Yamada @ 264-0397

Honoring Our Graduates
 and Youth Camp Recap

Kristi Echiverri    Kawika Fernandez  
Kolbe Fontinilla                   Jules Giron
Joey Moepono     Megan Motonaga
Cayla Riopta                Jonathan Saito
Jyrah Lalim                           Josef Shum
Zach Yamada                Justin Vicente
Tonight, June 10, 5:30 p.m.>>
Dinner will be catered, you may 

bring sides and deserts.
No Evening Service



Update on Pastor Stephen
By the time you read this, Clarice and I will be in the Dallas, TX area visiting with Jeremy, Amy, Gray, and Ava.  
I will be there for 2 weeks and Clarice will be there for a month.  Tonight, June 10th we will be going to the 
Southern Baptist Convention Pastors’ Conference which ends tomorrow.  Then on Tuesday & Wednesday, we will 
be attending the Southern Baptist Convention.  Please be in prayer for the SBC as there are signs of great tension 
surfacing.  Valley Isle Fellowship is a Southern Baptist Church and therefore what happens here in Dallas will 
have some impact on us.  
 The 1st month of my extended time off has already passed and I want to thank you for being so gracious 
in granting me this time off.  My physical health has returned and although I really don’t like it, I am forcing my-
self to walk at least once on a daily basis.  Sometimes, I am able to walk twice.  The pain in my legs (from all of 
this walking, especially on the hills around my home) are finally getting better.  I continue to see my doctors and 
no big concerns have surfaced.  I just have to be a good boy and keep on exercising and developing a healthier 
lifestyle.  
 When I return from TX, I will be going out to Keri and Kawika’s on Mondays and Fridays to help with 
Makana and Puali.  On Tuesday, I will be going shopping with Erin to get the week’s supplies and foods that 
Kawika needs for his therapy.  This is what Clarice has been doing since January and I will be taking her place 
until she returns.  
 Finally, I have been visiting churches in our community and although it has been good to visit with them 
and to see how they conduct their ministries, I must make a confession to you.  I really miss all of you and being 
in worship and ministry with you.  I have found that resting is hard work, but limiting my contact with VIF has 
been very difficult.  
 However, I am being refreshed both physically and especially spiritually.  God is refreshing and renewed 
my spirit and my vision.  He has revealed areas where I need to be doing a better job and giving me some insight 
into pathways that we need to travel in the future.  I believe as I am being refreshed and renewed, I will be a differ-
ent person with a better capacity to be a Pastor who can lead you further in loving and obeying the Lord in all that 
we think and do.  I covet your prayers for these next 2 months and I look forward to coming back in the manner 
and fashion that the Lord would lead you and I into.  God bless and keep you all.

Yours in Christ,
Stephen
   ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~    
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DORIS TODD CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
SHAPING LIVES TO SHAPE THE FUTURE

ALOHA!
We hope you enjoy seeing some of the things that have been going on this spring semester. We value each one of 
you and your prayers and support of what God is doing at His little school in Paia...and Wailuku!

MAY DAY PROGRAMS
Our families were so blessed to watch the preschool - grade 8 perform songs, hulas, and more at our annual May 
Day celebration! Enjoy the pictures below!

CHARITY WALK
This year we participated in the statewide 
40th Annual Charity Walk, put on by Hawaii 
Hotel & Lodging. The keiki raised $16,800, 
and about 70 of our school ohana participated 
in a community walk through Kahului. We 
are looking forward to receiving a percentage 
match in the fall, which will go toward new 
playgrounds and surfacing.

BLOSSOMS FOR THE BRAVE
Our students made flower & ti leaf lei for 
The Blossoms for the Brave. Kaunoa, the 
Dept. of Housing & Human Concerns & 
Mayor Alan Arakawa put this event on 
each year to make lei for Maui Veterans 
Cemetery in Makawao for Memorial Day 
ceremonies. Their goal is 2870+ lei!

CLASS REUNION
We have begun inviting our graduating 8th grade 
classes back to DTCA for a class reunion their se-
nior year of high school. It has been so fun recon-
necting before they go off and change the world.

Graduations! We celebrated 4 graduations in May. Above is our Maui Christian Academy graduates. 
We pray for God’s protection, guidance, and blessings over each one.

Do you want more regular updates of what is going on at DTCA? Website: doristoddchristian.org
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Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  June 14-16
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  June 21-23
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.

Week of June 28-30
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Priscilla T*, 
Jennifer R, Paul R

Week of  July 5-7
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Andy Sn, Steffen Y

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today   June 10  Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
     Lauryn I
              June 17  Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Jules G,
       Char C, Wayne S, Haua D.
              June 24  Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Joanne R.
              July 1   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F

 

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share and 

blessings of your hearts to serve

June 17, 2018 
No Evening Service - Celebrate 
Fathers Day with your family



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray the Lord of the Harvest will prepare hearts, lead His 
sheep and send His laborers.  Pray for boldness, courage and 
love amoung the members of Level Ground that will impact 
the community of Hollygrove.

New Orleans, LA
“Pray that we would mobilize local churches to plant more 
than 100 multiplying churches in the greater New Orleans 
region over the next 10 years-believing the gospel has the 

power to transform a city that care forgot.”
1,012,800 people live in New Orleans

45.2% are unaffiliated with any religious body
11.1 % are unaffiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 7,673 New Orleans residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Matthew Harris
1018 Guam Dr.
Port Hueneme, CA 93041
mattartharris@gmail.com
Matthew Harris is a chaplain serving the U.S. Navy. 
I was recently transferred to a ship. Please pray for 
ministry opportunities and divine encounters. Please 
also pray for God to show us where my children should 
attend school. My promotion board meets on May 16. 
Please pray God’s will be done and that godly and faith-
ful chaplains will be the ones promoted.

Lee Jewett
1203 East 5th St.
West Frankfort, IL 62896
leejwtt@gmail.com
Lee Jewett is a law enforcement chaplain currently 
serving in Illinois. I will be retiring as a chaplain with 
the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice at the end 
of May 2018. We will be moving to the Virginia Beach 
area where our son, daughter-in-law and three grand-
sons live. I want to become re-employed in some sort 
of chaplaincy ministry, either hospital or prison work. 
Please pray for open doors.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Italians of Italy
June and July will be busy months in Italy. Twelve interns 
from five different states will be coming to serve across Italy. 
These university students will work alongside local churches 
in camps, English classes, evangelism, student outreach, chil-
dren’s ministry, and more. Pray for many lives to be impact-
ed by their faithful service and the gospel. A team from the 
Missouri Baptist Convention will continue their partnership 
efforts in the northern Italian city of Belluno. On June 5-12, 
in the first of several trips this year, they will be working 
alongside a local church to help with outreach efforts in the 
city and province. First Baptist Church of Ripley, Tennessee, 
is partnering alongside the local evangelical church in Lucca 
and helping to host a summer camp on June 11-15. Ask that 
these efforts can contribute to the outreach and growth of the 
church. A team from Forest Hills Baptist Church of Nash-
ville, Tennessee, will be working with the church plant in 
the Assisi area on June 9-16. These 30 teenagers and chaper-
ones will be sharing in the community through marketplace 
evangelism and park ministry. This ongoing partnership has 
helped with the growth of the church that was planted just 
three short years ago. Another team from Knox County, Ten-
nessee, will be coming to host a student camp in central Italy. 
The previous years of investment by short-term teams have 
made a huge impact on the community. Lift up these 25 stu-
dents and chaperones as they serve on June 23-30.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

June 2018
       10 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
  5:30 pm - Graduate Recongnition and 
      Youth Camp Recap Dinner
      11  Kamehameha Day - office CLOSED
     Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
      13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      14 6.00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
      16 9:00 am - Women Ministries Event
      17 9:00 am- Worship Service -Happy Fathers Day
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    - Cancelled-Evening Service/Study
      18 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      20 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      24 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School

           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      25 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      27 6:30 pm - Youth Night

July 2018
      1 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      2 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      4 Independance Day - office CLOSED
     Youth Night - CANCELLED
     6 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
     8 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
   6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      9-13  8 am- 11:30 am Vacation Bible School
      9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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TheBig Picture 
(Part One of Four)

Pastor Darren Sarmiento

Part 1: God is in Control. Ephesians 1:11 ESV

1. God is a ________ _______ ___________
 - Proverbs 16:9 ESV, Proverbs 16:33 ESV, Proverbs 19:21 ESV

 - The story of Moses and Jethro is about __________. Exodus 18:13-23 ESV

-  - God has a plan that always thinks about the ___________.

 2. Jesus calls all the __________. Ephesians 4:11-16 NLT

 - Jesus _______________ everyone in the church.

 - Jesus is at the ___________ of everything.  

3. VIF’s Mission Statement gives us ____________ ________ _________.

 - It has always been about ___________, ____________ and ___________. 


