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“You Can’t Get Away from the Lord”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“The Lord gave this message to Jonah son of Amittai: 
“Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh. Announce my 
judgment against it because I have seen how wicked its 
people are.” But Jonah got up and went in the opposite 
direction to get away from the Lord. He went down to the 
port of Joppa, where he found a ship leaving for Tarshish. 
He bought a ticket and went on board, hoping to escape 

from the Lord by sailing to Tarshish.” 

Jonah1:1-3NLT

I believe everyone has heard about 
the story of Jonah especially the 
part about Jonah being in the belly 
of the fish for three days.  What I 
want to talk about is Jonah’s re-
sponse when the Lord first talked 
to him.  

Imagine with me for a moment, what it would be like if 
you heard the Lord of the universe speaking to you for 
the very first time.  What kind of feelings and emotions 
would you be experiencing?  How would you respond 
to the Lord if He wanted you to do something for Him? 
Now, I believe Jonah wanted to get away from the Lord 
only because of what He was commanding Jonah to go 
and do. 

Having read the book of Jonah let me give you a quick 
run-down why I believe Jonah was trying to get away 
from the Lord.  First, the people of Nineveh were very 
bad.  How bad were they you might ask?  They were bad 
enough that I’m just going to ask you to trust me on this. 
If you want to find out how bad they were just research 
the people of Nineveh.  I believe Jonah knew how bad 
they were too, so when the Lord told him to go to them 
and tell them how the Lord feels, he was not in favor of 
going.  Jonah knew the kind of people Nineveh were and 
he knew it might cost him his life, so that’s why he was 
trying to get away.  The other reason he didn’t want to go 
was because he knew the Lord might give them a chance 
to repent, and if they did he would forgive them. 

Well, the people did repent and this didn’t sit well with 

Jonah because he truly believed that Nineveh deserved 
to be punished even to the point of death.  It’s no secret 
why Jonah was trying to get away from the Lord.  In fact, 
I can understand why Jonah was trying to get away, but 
unfortunately the truth is he couldn’t get away from the 
Lord.  He is the God of the universe, He created all things 
including Jonah.  God was not going to let him go.

How does what Jonah did in 
trying to get away from the 
Lord apply to us today?  Well, 
for one thing, I’m pretty sure 
all of us want to hear the Lord 
Jesus speak to us as clearly as 
He spoke to Jonah.  I believe that we would try to get 
away from Jesus too if He told us to do something we 
really did not want to do, right?  If we could know how 
tough and how bad the situation could be, would we re-
ally obey Jesus? 

Let me ask you this, when you believed in Jesus did you 
know it will cost you your life on earth to believe in Him? 
You see, Jesus already gave us a command that we don’t 
want to do and we know it, don’t we? 

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus said, “All authority has been 
given to me in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach 
these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given 
you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.”  Now all this sounds like such a downer, 
a sad story, doesn’t it?  Well, let me end on a high note.

                                                                  continued on next page
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“You Can’t Get Away from the Lord”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

The story of Jonah, trying to get away from the Lord, I want you to see it in a positive viewpoint.  No matter how hard 
Jonah tried to get away, he couldn’t.  Here’s what I want you to visualize and know for sure when it comes to God and 
Jesus.  When God wants you with Him and doing things for Him, there is no stopping Him from getting what He wants.  
How can we know and have the assurance that God wants us and that we will obey Him?  Here’s the good news, for 
all those who believe in Jesus.  The Good News is God got what He wanted.  If you believe that Jesus died on the cross 
for you, His body broken and His blood bled to forgive you of your sins, buried and then in three days resurrected 
from the grave (like Jonah being in the belly of a fish for three days). Then God got what He wanted, which is you! 

When you and I come to the realization that we belong to Jesus, then I believe we will obey Him!  If you haven’t 
come to that conclusion then read the book of Jonah in the Old Testament and you will see that you can’t get away 
from the Lord.

      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~      

 

Say “YES” to VBS
Leadership Recruitment Meeting

May 27, 2018 12:00 Noon
VBS starts July 9-13 8:00 am - 11:30 am
Accepting children 3 Yrs. Old -5th Grade 

Saturday 
June 16, 2018

Womenʻs ministry 
coming. Watch for 
more information.

Please pray as we 
depart on our Mis-
sion May 17-31 
to the Philippines.  
Pray for strength, 
encouragement and 
communities want-
ing more Jesus in 
their lives!  May 

Friday, June 1, 2018   5:00 p.m.
For more information 

contact Shanley @ (808) 269-2690



Hello there,  
We thought you might be interested in some 2017-2018 ministry stats for Fort Lewis College (FLC). This year we 
had: 156 discipleship appointments, 19 student discipleing student appointments (multiplication), 40 evangelism 
trainings, 82 people invited to respond to the Gospel, and 6 people indicated accepting Jesus.

At FLC Dakota and I have gotten to work with and see many of these students’ lives change. Getting to know 
Michael and Cameron (who were among the 6 who accepted Christ for the first time) and to see them both trust 
Jesus and really grow has been a big highlight for both of us this year. We praise God!

What is life like for students over summer? A few students will go overseas where they will likely grow in their 
faith. For the majority, though, the summer is the most spiritually challenging time of the year. While at college 
they are in a spiritual greenhouse where they are growing, interacting with other believers, seeking God, and own-
ing their faith. However, when summer hits it can be easy for many of them to go home to work and enter back 
into bad habits, hurtful relationships, and most of all spiritual complacency. We often hear how they lose motiva-
tion or are not around other Christians and get discouraged. We have prepared them as best we can for the summer, 
and they are in God’s care. God promises frequently in Scripture that He uses the hard times and suffering for the 
good of those who have trusted in Jesus. Though it’s not pleasant in the moment we can trust that He truly does 
work out all things for good for those who love Him (Romans 8:28).

Cameron and I meeting for 
our weekly discipleship 
appointment
(It wasn't until about 5 1/2 
months after this photo till she 
would accept Christ)

What are we up to this summer? Our summer assignment is to raise support. 
Thanks to many of you we have been financially provided for these past 3 years 
and have been able to focus our energy on campus. Yet we are still around 63% 
of our support goal so we will be working to increase that these next couple of 
months in order to be effective on campus next school year. If you desire to help 
there are a few things you can do: (1) prayerfully consider joining our financial 
team, or increasing your monthly donations, (2) contact us with referrals (people 
you know who may be interested in hearing about our ministry), (3) hosting a vi-
sion dinner (where you invite some friends and we present our ministry to them) 
(4) Pray! (that overall God will provide). Again we can’t thank you enough for 
how much you already have given and blessed us with.

"And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called ac-
cording to his purpose."
~ Romans 8:28

I was able to visit my grandma (Mom’s mom) who was recently diagnosed with 
stage 4 cancer; it was sweet to see family. It is with a heavy heart that I must share 
that my other grandma (Dad’s mom) passed away May 2. It was a bit of a shock 
and it certainly has been a tough season for my family.
If you could pray for both sides of my family, for the students this summer, and for 
Dakota and I as we raise support we would be grateful. 

May the Lord's love strengthen you all. Thank you for all that you do.  With Love,Rachael and Dakota Woodie
Master Plan Ministries' address:  P.O. Box 1082     Durango, CO 81302 
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Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  May 24-26
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Kathy W

Week of  May 31-June 2
Team 6

Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, David P, 
Chad K, Paul R

Week of  June 7-10
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  June 14-16
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for our little 
ones (on a rotation basis) 

during morning worship service.
Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

VIF OFFICE @ 244-0865

            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today    May 20  Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G,Jules G,
       Char C.
               May 27  Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Danae O
               June 3   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
               June 10  Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
     Lauryn I

CoffeeBar
Ministry

Come and fellowship
(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

We welcome your favorite  dish to share 
and blessings of your hearts to serve



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* CAFE (ColombiA’s Forgotten Ethnos) Peoples-(cah-
FAY) - “My father abused me verbally and physically. 
My last boyfriend was unfaithful in the relationship and 
abusive. I recently had another relationship; it was a mis-
take. I don’t want to live. I want to go home. Why is God 
punishing me? I am angry at God!” This is the story of a 
student who recently came to the student center, looking 
for hope. Many hours of sharing and talking and holding 
her through her tears led to a moment of discovery: She 
was in desperate need of a Father, a real one who loved 
her unconditionally. She was living far from his love and 
separated from him by her actions. One afternoon, she 
took that discovery to the point of deciding to accept the 
love of God and to believe that Jesus is the way to restore 
her relationship with him. Pray for the many indigenous 
students who are very much living in pain and in need of 
a Savior.

* Muslim Sindhis of South Asia-(SIN-dees) - A num-
ber of Hindus living in Sindh Province have professed 
faith in Christ and have been baptized. Pray that they 
will grow in their walk with Christ and live in obedi-
ence to him. Ask that they will share their life-transfor-
mation story with their Muslim neighbors..

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray that people would see the many signs that God is trying 
to get their attention and that as a church we will have the 
wisdom to continually help people move toward God.

Columbus, OH
“Pray that God would be named and known among all of 

the ethnic peoples of our city.”
2,189,421 people live in metro Columbus

63.2% are unaffiliated with any religious body
12.1% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 15,751 Columbus residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Paul and Renee Persi
7141 Katella Ave.
Stanton, CA 90680
paul@group99church.com
https://www.group99church.com/
Paul Persi is the church planter/pastor of Group 99 
Church in Stanton, Calif. Pray that God would pro-
tect us, that we are encouraged to stay in the fight and, 
most important, that God would continue to use us to 
bring the gospel to a city that is hurting and in need of a 
Savior. Pray also that more evangelical churches will be 
planted in our city. We need more churches in Stanton.

Josh and Sarah Cook
4895 Tejon St.
Denver, CO 80221-1303
josh@dwelldenver.org
https://www.dwelldenver.org/
Josh Cook is the church planter/pastor of Dwell 
Church in Denver, Colo. Pray that the gospel would 
take root in the lives of our friends and neighbors. Pray 
that God would build a church that is better than we can 
imagine. Pray for continued health, well-being and inti-
macy with Christ for us and our core team.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

May 2018
      20 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      22 6:00 pm - Baldwin High School Graduation
      23 6:30 pm - Youth Night

      26 3:00 pm - Maui Christian Academy Ceremony

      27 9:00 am - Worship Service
    - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
    - Promotion Sunday
           12:00 pm - VBS Workers Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      28   Memorial Day - office CLOSED
     Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
      30 6:30 pm - Youth Night

June 2018
       1 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
       3 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
       4 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

       4-8 MCBA Youth Camp
      10 9:00 am- Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      11  Kamehameha Day - office CLOSED
     Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
      13 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      16 Women Ministry TBD
      17 9:00 am- Worship Service -Happy Fathers Day
           10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Recovering a Stolen Identity
Chet Crain

MY TRUE IDENTITY IN CHRIST is what God says I am. Not what others say about me, or what     
Satan whispers to me, or how I may feel.

 “You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a 
people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.”

1 Peter 2:9-10 HSCB

GOD’S VIEW OF ME: IN CHRIST... 

1. I am completely _____________ - 1 Peter 2:9 HSCB  

            BECAUSE- God chose me before everything- Ephesians 1:4 NIV

            BECAUSE- Jesus made me acceptable - Titus 3:7 CEV  

 2.  I am extremely ___________ - Isaiah 43:4 GNB 

            BECAUSE- God is my father - Luke 12:24 NLT

            BECAUSE-Jesus gave his life for me - 1 Corinthians 7:23 HSCB 

3.  I am eternally __________ - Jeremiah 31:3 NLT  

            BECAUSE- God is love - Psalms 100:5 GNB  

4.  I am totally _____________ - Romans 8:1  GNB

            BECAUSE- it’s in His nature - Isaiah 43:25 GNB 

            BECAUSE- Jesus paid for my sins - Ephesians 1:7 GNB 

5.  I am fully _____________ - 2 Corinthians 3:5-6 GNB 

            BECAUSE- Christ lives in me - Philippians 4:13 NIV


