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Discipled into Knowing and Loving Him
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Last Sunday, Easter Sunday, we had the privilege of wit-
nessing the Baptism of four people.  Anna Marie Myers, 
Rilee-Maye Saraos, Daniel Luckert, and Richard Riopta.  
Seeing all of this take place was the highlight of my day 
because it has always been one of my deepest desires to 
see men, women, and children come into saving faith in 
Jesus Christ.  Lyla’s and Rilee’s saving faith came over 
years of ministry by faithful and loving parents working 
together with many faithful children’s ministry workers.  
They now have the privilege of continuing to work with 
Lyla and Rilee to see them discipled into women of love 
and grace centered in Jesus Christ. Daniel’s and Richard’s 
salvation came through years of faithful love and witness 
by family members whose love for Jesus overflowed and 
touched them.  They, along with our church have the priv-
ilege of continuing to see them discipled into men of faith 
who bring glory and honor to our Lord.  

Being discipled into people of love and strength in Jesus 
Christ needs to become the main focus of Valley Isle Fel-
lowship and we all need to be a part of this great move-
ment.  Valley Isle Fellowship is growing stronger and 
stronger in this direction and many of you are certainly on 
board with all of this.  There is only one thing that stops 
us from making Discipleship the main focus in our in-

dividual lives and in 
the life of VIF and 
that is, us.  We are the 
ones who will deter-
mine whether this be-
comes a reality or not.  

There are two aspects 
of Discipleship that I would like for you to understand 
and to apply.  By the way, many of you already do un-
derstand and are applying these truths in your personal 
lives and to that I say “Praise the Lord!”  The first of 
these aspects is that we all need to be Discipled.  We all 
can learn more about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
and we can all grow to love Him more and more.  Being 
discipled means that we are all seeking the fellowship of 
those who have a greater maturity than us in faith, knowl-

edge, and practice in knowing and loving Him more and 
more.  Seeking out mature relationships with those who 
can help us grow into a mature disciplined life would 
be highly helpful and enriching to all of us.  No matter 
how powerful our church worship services or our Sunday 
School classes can be, there is no substitute for a one on 
one or a group discipleship relationship.  

The second aspect is one that is a little more difficult to 
accept.  All of us who are Christians have come to the 
point of realizing that we were and are sinners and that 
we were powerless to do anything about our sins.  We 
therefore came to the point of loving Jesus for His loving 
sacrifice for us and we turned our lives over to Him for 
Him to be our Lord, Master, and 
therefore our Savior.  This makes 
you more mature in your relation-
ship with Jesus than those who are 
still considering whether they will 
take this step.  This also puts you 
in the position where you are fully 
capable of discipling them and en-
couraging them into a saving relationship with Jesus.  As 
we grow in knowing and loving Jesus, we can continually 
be encouraging and discipling those who are a little be-
hind us.  This means that we should all be open and even 
seeking to be a Discipler, one who disciples others.  

As we all move into allowing Discipleship to become a 
major focus in our lives and in the life of VIF, we will all 
be experiencing the “abundant life” that He desires for all 
of us.  We have to realize that this “abundant life” comes
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only as we do life His way.  John 10:10 (KJV)  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am 
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  The thief has had his way in our lives 
for way too long.  Some of us need to begin and others of us need to continue to allow Jesus to have His complete 
and total reign in our lives.  This means Discipleship has to play a major role in all of our lives.  Matthew 28:19-20 
(NLT) 19  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. 20  Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: 
I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  This command, which is known as the Great Commission, is a 
command that is given to all of us.  Not just church leaders.  When we all come to the point of accepting and apply-
ing this command, we will see “REVIVAL” fall upon us.  When we are revived, then we will have the greatest op-
portunity to see another “GREAT AWAKENING” take place.  Let’s all be praying for ourselves to be a part of this 
Revival and that Valley Isle Fellowship will be a part of any Great Awakening that might come.  God bless you all!!!

      ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~      

VIF 
Giving-To-Date

$2505.00

TWO-THIRDS WORLD NETWORK MISSION 
May 2018

TTWN will head out to the mission field this Spring and 
are looking for volunteers called by God to work togeth-
er for His Glory.
In May 2018, from the 17th-31st a team will be travel-
ling to Luzon to continue on a mission for Christ.  Mis-
sion ministries will include supporting new church plants 
with prayer walking, evangelism, and VBS. 
Please feel free to visit our website at: twothirdsworld.
com and subscribe for more detailed information about 
our mission. If God is speaking to you about joining the 
team in May, please contact Vince Bagoyo 808-357-3842 
by April 15th.   God can certainly use YOU!
These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is 
great, but the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who 
is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers 
into his fields.”  Luke 10:2 NLT
May God bless you always!
UPDATE:  We are seeking donations for the planned 
VBS.  Specifically:  boxes- 24 crayons and boxes- 12 
colored pencils for the team to take with them in May.  
If God is leading you to donate, there will be a box in 
the back of the church to place the supplies.  THANK 
YOU!!
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Religious or Rescue
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This made the Pharisees and 
teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful people—even eating with them! So 
Jesus told them this story: “If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, what will he do? Won’t he 
leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? And when 
he has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders. When he arrives, he will call together his friends 
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep.’ In the same way, there is more joy 
in heaven over one lost sinner who repents and returns to God than over ninety-nine others who are righteous and 
haven’t strayed away!”

Luke15:1-7NLT

Are we called to be religious as Christians or to see ourselves as rescuers for the kingdom? In the beginning of 
this scripture passage the Pharisees and teachers of the law already mocked Jesus for being among people who 
are not worth their time or their presence. They think of themselves as far above them to waste any time on them. 
However, Jesus’ actions and the story He told reveals what He was about and the purpose for Him being among 
people. 

In Jesus’ story about the sheep he points out that there is more joy over the lost sheep that is found, than over the 
ninety-nine that are safe and secured. Now we know from the story that the ninety-nine sheep are believers who 
have been with Him for a while and the one that is found is the one who just believed in Him. I want to point out 
to us that there might be something we Christians today have overlooked. Who are we following today? 

From the context of the scripture passage there is a contrast between the religious leaders and Jesus. How can we 
evaluate ourselves for who we are following? Let me attempt to give you a description of both the religious leaders 
and Jesus, then you can evaluate for yourself who you think you are following. 

The religious leaders paint a picture of themselves that they are better than others. They seem to prejudge who is 
worth spending their time on by the way they mocked Jesus associating and eating with sinners. By their actions, 
it shows that they are consumed with themselves. 

Here is the difference with Jesus, He did exactly the opposite of what the religious leaders and teachers were 
about. Jesus revealed to us that He was concerned about others rather than Himself. He gave Himself to others 
who seemed unworthy or who were overlooked because they were not the type of people the religious leaders were 
looking for. 

By the story of the sheep Jesus was not satisfied with ninety-nine because He said 
He has one hundred sheep and He is determined to find the one was that was lost. I 
want us to also realize for a moment that Jesus has more than just the one hundred 
sheep. It was a story of one hundred sheep but He has thousands upon thousands 
and Jesus is still looking for more lost sheep today. Even today, the religious people 
are okay with themselves with no intentions of looking and reaching others. 

So now you have a description of the religious leaders and Jesus. Evaluate for yourself who you think you are fol-
lowing. Let me leave you with this thought as you evaluate yourself. Are we called to be a religious people or are 
we called to rescue people to be saved by the grace and the gospel of Jesus?



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  April 12-14
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Kathy W

Week of  April 19-21
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P,
David P, Chad K

Week of  April 26-28
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  May 3-5
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements

- 4 -

Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 
vital ministry caring for our 

little ones (on a rotation basis) 
during morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back 
table.  

For more information, contact 
VIF OFFICE @ 244-0865

            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, April 8   Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
             April 15  Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
     Lauryn I
             April 22  Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G,.Jules G,
       Char C.
             April 29  Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Danae O

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share 

and blessings of your hearts to serve 



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* South Asian Peoples
One morning, a believing South Asian woman named 
Raani* approached a cross-cultural worker in her city 
and said, “Sister, I want to start a new group that teaches 
people who don’t yet know Jesus about him. Can you help 
me?” The worker responded, “Of course, sister. We will 
do it together.” They met that week and walked through 
Scripture together about the responsibility of believers to 
make disciples of all nations, baptize them, and teach them 
God’s Word. Two weeks later, Raani started her group. 
She included a couple of believing members of her family, 
her nonbelieving neighbors, and her nonbelieving friends 
from her graduate program. Raani weekly shares the gos-
pel with them and teaches them what it means to follow 
Jesus. Jesus said that the fields are white for harvest. Pray 
for Raani to continue sharing Bible truth weekly with these 
friends and neighbors, and pray that the gospel seed will 
come to life in these people’s hearts. (*name changed)

*Turks of Europe
Pray for Turks in a European city to visit a market booth 
where they will find believers who desire to share with 
people about the true meaning of Easter. Pray that these 
Turks will be open to conversations about spiritual matters.

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray as we preach the gospel in a neighborhood that doesnʻt 
care.  Pray weʻll be faithful, courageous and bold.  While they 
may not love us, may they never wonder if we love them.

Collegiate Ministry
Millions of students populate the campuses of colleges and uni-
versities across North America every year.  NAMBʻs collegiate 
ministry is working to reach those millions with the gospel.  Ask 
God to raise up pastors and leaders who will plant churches on 
or near every university or college campus in North America.  

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Daniel Garnett
PSC 704 Box 3369
APO, AP 96338
danmichelle01@gmail.com
Daniel Garnett is an Army chaplain serving the 311th 
Military Intelligence Battalion. I am currently attending 
the Basic Airborne Course at Fort Benning, Ga. I have 
already completed one week of the three-week course 
that teaches us how to jump out of airplanes. The class 
I am currently attending will begin jumping the week of 
March 26. We have to complete five jumps in order to 
successfully graduate from the course. I would greatly 
appreciate your prayers for safety as we continue to go 
through the course and then seek to complete five suc-
cessful jumps. I am in a class with 350 other soldiers.

Terry and Brenda Carswell 
P.O. Box 1081
Williamsburg, KY 40769
tjbgcarswell@gmail.com
http://www.cedaridgeministries.org/
Terry and Brenda Carswell are evangelism cata-
lysts serving the needy in Kentucky through Ce-
daridge Ministries. Please pray the following for 
Brenda and me: good health, financial assistance, 
wisdom on how to deal with and share Jesus with 
people and the ability to love others as God loves us.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

April 2018
      8 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      9 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     11 6:30 pm - Youth Night
     15 9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    16 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    18 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    22 9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   23 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   25 6:30 pm - Youth Night

   29 9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   30 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

May 2018
       2 6:30 pm - Youth Night
       4 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
       6 9:00 am- Worship Service 
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      9 6:30 pm - Youth Night
     13 9:00 am- Worship Service 
  6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
           12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     16 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Everything You Need
Acts 1:15; Acts 2:1-6; Acts 2:41; Acts 4:1-4; Acts 4:13; Acts 4:29-31; Acts 6:1-4;

Acts 6:8-10; Acts 7:54-56; Acts 7:57-60

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.    Filled with __________

      A. 120 people in the upper room are filled with the _________ __________.

      B. Many ____________ yet filled with _____________.

      C. In the ____________ of ____________ His commands.

II.   Filled with ___________.

      A. They knew _________ to do.

      B. They knew __________ to do it.

      C. They knew ________ to do it.

III. Filled in the _____________ of _________.

     A. Jesus _________ in the fullness of time. – Ephesians 3:16-19

     B. His ____________ is the right timing.

     C. Living in obedience causes you to do the right ___________at the right _________.

IV. Filled until the ___________. 

    A. Resourced to _______________ His will.

    B. Resourced to _________________ His _____________ will.

             contined on next page
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    C. Partial resourcing is _____________ to His _________ and ______________.

V. ________________ for being filled.

   A. ___________ Him completely.

   B. ______________ all to Him.

   C. ___________ in faith.

   D. Committed to His _________.

   E. Committed to _______________.

Notes:


