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Sick and Weak, But Not Forsaken
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Once again I was brought to my knees in weakness. For

the third time since Christmas, I fell to the cold that has
affected so many of us. This time, it was the strongest
and most incapacitating sickness. I am grateful to my
doctor who put me on antibiotics and cough medicine.
However, I saw my doctor on a Wednesday and as I write
this note on a Monday morning, it still has a hold on me,
but I think the fever has finally broken. Like all the other
times when I got sick, I felt completely useless and without any strength or power.
Today, is Easter Sunday 2018 and my illness has caused
me to reflect on the marvelous and matchless grace of
Jesus. 2 Corinthians 12:8-10 reminds me of this love and
grace of Jesus. Too many times, I look at my times of
weakness as a cursed time, but this passage tells me that I
am thoroughly blessed. During these times of weakness,
Christʻs power can be made of greatest power in me.

2 Corinthians 12:8-10 (NLT) 8 Three different times I
begged the Lord to take it away. 9 Each time he said, “My
grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.”
So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that
the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I
take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ.
For when I am weak, then I am strong.
When we look at the meaning and power behind Easter, we see our story as a people who
were in complete and total weakness
because we succumbed to the deceit
and power of the devil and sin. This
weakness put us into a state of hopelessness, which many of us did not
realize at first. When the realization
of our hopelessness came, many of us
tried to work out our own solutions,
not realizing that there was only one solution. It is only
in the giving up of our own solutions and ways and submitting to Jesus Christ will our weakness ever turn into
strength.

A powerful, yet perplexing statement is embedded in verse
9: “My grace is all you need. My power works best in
weakness.” It is so perplexing because it is claiming that
all we need is God’s grace!!! With all of the weakness
that I have experienced over the past three months, I have
tried so many things to help get well. All of my efforts,
and there were several, were of little help. I finally broke
down and went to my doctor and he prescribed an antibiotic, cough medicine, and REST. After submitting to
this protocol, I am finally beginning to feel healing taking
over my weakened state. If we can ever yield ourselves
over to the Master Physician, who is more importantly,
our Lord and Savior, we would begin to feel His transforming, healing grace take over our weakened state.
Sin weakens us by separating us from our Lord and Savior. Ultimately this means that
we will be doomed to eternal
separation from Him, Hell, and
this results in hopelessness and
despair. This weakened state
can only be defeated and turned
around by Jesus Christ. When we accept His remedy for
our terminal spiritual illness, then and only then will we
begin to experience His healing resulting in deep joy and
overwhelming hope. His love and grace is perplexing
because although we don’t deserve it, He desires it.

All of this emphasizes that we have a great and mighty
God who is deeply committed to be on our side. Our
world wants us to accept a distorted and vile image of a
God who is angry with us and wants to punish and put
us down with every mistake that we make. The Biblical
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Sick and Weak, but not Forsaken
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

truth is that He loves us greatly and is constantly working on our behalf to remedy our terminal sin problem. His
prescription is simply accepting His love and grace on His terms. By choosing another path, many choose to try
and figure out their own salvation. This leads them to believe that God’s grace is not sufficient enough for us.
Therefore, this leads to rejection of the next statement, that “My power works best in weakness.” You see, when
we are weak, then He is strong.

It was at Jesus’ weakest point, death on the cross, that He received the greatest power that He could ever obtain. For
it was at that point that He became the “Savior of the World!” It is at our weakest point, the point of realizing our
sinfulness and hopelessness and realizing that there was nothing that we could do to remedy that, that we can come
to our most powerful moment. It is at this point that we can submit to the Love and Grace of Jesus Christ and be
SAVED! God’s power truly works best when we are at our weakest point. Yield to Him by loving Him and seeking
Him more and more everyday of your life. God bless you and have a Happy Easter!
					
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 					

Friday, April 6, 2018
5:00 p.m.
For more information
contact Shanley @
(808)280-2690

On Saturday, April 7, 2018 Two Thirds World Network
(TTWN) will be holding a garage sale for Mission Outreach in South East Asia. It will be held on the front
lawn of the Valley Isle Fellowship High Street campus
from 7am to 11am. The mission field has grown from
a basketball court in Santa, Ilocos Sur, Philippines, to
all over Southeast Asia. This spring there is a planned
trip in May to assist with VBS for new church plants in
Northern Luzon. Your generosity in the past has helped
spread God’s love in real and practical ways. We plan
to collect items the week of the Garage Sale. So, if you
find yourself ready to do a spring cleaning and wish to
donate items to the mission field, please contact Grace
Motonaga 357-4553. We are so very thankful. God Bless!
PS Don’t forget to come shopping too!!

VIF Giving-To-Date
$2500.00
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The Woodiesʻ Whereabouts
Hello, we hope you are all doing well.
“It wasn’t as scary as we thought!” was the response of two gals
that I (Rachael) got to meet and share the Gospel with 3 weeks
ago.
To give some background, I have been meeting with a freshman,
“M”, since Fall. At first she was very shy. But we kept meeting
every week and very slowly she began to feel more comfortable.
By December we were able to carry a conversation, make jokes,
and talk a lot about her walk with God. Then in February I asked her how she could reach out to those around her.
She said, “Well, actually one of my roommates is interested in learning more about the Bible.”
So we set up a time for the 3 of us to meet. When I got to the meeting, however, their third roommate was there too!
She was curious about this whole spiritual business. We talked, shared bits of our stories and backgrounds, and
then finished with discussing what it means to know God personally and why letting Jesus have control of our lives
matters. One roommate seemed quite interested, saying, “I think I’ve been pushing God away for a long time.”
Later I asked M how it went for her roommates and she said they had fun and thought it wasn’t as scary as they
expected. It was so neat to see M, as shy as she is, taking a step of faith to invite her roommates to come talk about
Christ.
Last week students and staff from MPM’s Colorado Mesa University came
to Fort Lewis College to help us with ministry. And this week MPM’s Denver
staff and students came as well. We were all able to meet lots of new students
and get into many spiritual conversations. Many students wanted to talk and
learn more about Christ and several may have even accepted Him into their
lives!
The Denver crew brought free coffee to hand out (top photo) in exchange for
students answering a “hard question” (such as: “where do you find hope?”
or “do you think there is an afterlife?”). This created a friendly atmosphere
for lots of good conversations.
Last night we hosted a Dinner and Magic show event (above photos). A student, “R”, who Dakota has been discipling shared his story of coming to
trust Christ and then performed magic with his friend-it was a great time!!
Another girl, “G”, has been getting hit left and
right with hard life things. Just one of these is she
finally was able to buy a car, and then two weeks
later she hit a deer, putting the car in the shop and
costing more money. Yet, last week she shared,
“I can tell a big difference in how I’m handling
all these hard things. Last year I would have just
closed myself off, gone to sleep, and avoided people. But now I’m trusting God and reaching out to
friends when it’s hard.” On Friday she called to
share that she had gotten paid (after over a year
of it being withheld). I asked if there was anything
else she wanted to talk about and she said, “No, I
just wanted to share the good news. God is good
even in the hard times.”
-3-

Please pray: For the students to
keep trusting God and walking by
faith, for us to persevere and give
God our worries, for our housing
situation (our lease ends May1,
we’re looking into renting or buying), for my grandma’s health, and
for softness in ours’ and students’
hearts.
Thank you,
Rachael and Dakota

Announcements
Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today, April 1 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S,
			
Danae O
April 8 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F,
TWO-THIRDS WORLD NETWORK MISSION
			
Melanie F
May 2018
April 15 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,
TTWN will head out to the mission field this Spring
			
Lauryn I
and are looking for volunteers called by God to work
April 22 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G.Jules G.,
together for His Glory.
			
Char C.
In May 2018, from the 17th-31st a team will be travelling to Luzon to continue on a mission for Christ.
Mission ministries will include supporting new church
plants with prayer walking, evangelism, and VBS

Please feel free to visit our website at: twothirdsworld.
com and subscribe for more detailed information about
our mission. If God is speaking to you about joining the
team in May, please contact Vince Bagoyo 808 3573842 by April 15th. God can certainly use YOU!
These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is
great, but the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who
is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” Luke 10:2 NLT
May God bless you always!
UPDATE: We are seeking donations for the planned
VBS. Specifically: boxes- 24 crayons and boxes- 12
colored pencils for the team to take with them in May.
If God is leading you to donate, there will be a box in
the back of the church to place the supplies. THANK
YOU!!

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of April 5-7
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Stephen K*,
Priscilla T, Thelma W, Alvina M, Amelia T
Week of April 12-14
Team 5
Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C,
Josie Y*, Kathy W
Week of April 19-21
Team 6
Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P,
David P, Chad K
Week of April 26-28
Team 1
Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

We welcome your favorite dish to share
and blessings of your hearts to serve
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*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Sending Church Labs
The North American Mission Board hosts Sending Church labs
to help churches connect with the Send Network and church
planting strategy. Pray for pastors and church leaders who are
considering becoming a Supporting Church or a Sending Church
to help equip church planters and church plants.

PrayerConnect

Pray for evangelistic opportunities and for non-Christians to
embrace Jesus by faith. Pray that our staff will continue in
unity and that our members will grow in love for Jesus.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Deaf Peoples
Pray for workers in Southeast Asia as they seek to mobilize Deaf believers, share the gospel with the lost, and
plant churches among Deaf peoples. Ask that they will
work together and support each other as a team. Praise
the Father for the encouragement they receive when
spending time with the Deaf church. As they meet together and share God’s stories, pray that they will follow
and obey the Bible and clearly present the stories of Jesus. Pray that the Deaf will share truth with their friends
and family members and bring more people to their
meetings so that together, they will become church. Ask
the Father to give them more opportunities to proclaim
God’s stories to many who have yet to follow Jesus.

* Hausa of West Africa-(HOW-suh) - “On March 27,
two volunteers from the United States and a pastor from
Nigeria will come to work alongside a pastor serving
here in Niger,” writes the Hausa Team. “This will be
a ‘pilot run’ to try bringing people from three different
countries together to make Jesus’s name known among
those who have never heard. Please pray for this time,
and ask that it will be fruitful for God’s kingdom.”

Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays.

Donald Bigham
14327 McRaven Ln.
Mt. Vernon, IL 62864
dbigham@charter.net
Donald Bigham is a volunteer chaplain serving through
Baker Street Baptist Church in Illinois. The little village of
Walnut Hill, Ill., a community of about 45 homes, has lost its
only source to buy food in the village. A small SBC church in
the community would like to buy or secure a small building
in which to operate a grocery outlet. Pray doors would open
and resources be provided so this small church can follow
God’s will and put feet and hands to the needs of this small
village. This missional outreach would touch the hearts of the
several hundred people living in this southern Illinois village
for the Lord.

Jordan Branch
1295 S. Reed St.
Lakewood, CO 80232
jordan@thecalvary.org
http://lakewood.thecalvary.org
Jordan Branch is lead planter and pastor of Calvary
Church Lakewood in Colorado. Please pray for my
church, Calvary Church Lakewood. Recently, I encouraged congregants with five practices of missional faithfulness: multiply, serve, pray, invite and tell. Will you join
me in praying for God to bring His conviction and power into the life of our church to see these things happen?
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

April 2018
1

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

4

6:30 pm - Youth Night

6

5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

8

9

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

18

6:30 pm - Youth Night

22

6:00 am-EASTER- Sunrise Service
9:00 am-EASTER Worship Service
Fellowship Lunch to follow Service
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

2

16

23

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

25

6:30 pm - Youth Night

29

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

30

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

May 2018

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

2 6:30 pm - Youth Night
6 9:00 am- Worship Service
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

11 6:30 pm - Youth Night
15 9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

9

6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE
Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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Was It Worth It?
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro
I. To Jesus, it was _________ __________ _______! – John 3:16
A. He __________ us and ___________ it.
B. He gave all of His _________.
C. He gave a ______________ ___________ .

II. To those who are ___________ _____________ if they will ___________ to Him, it is worth it.

– Romans 3:21-22 & Romans 3:25-26
A. Their __________________ is good, but not ___________.
B. These promises are only good for those who ___________.
C. The Lord __________. – Revelation 6:9-11

III. For we who ____________, have ______________, and _________ Him, it is well worth it.

– 1 John 2:3-6
A. To _________ Him.
B. To _________ Him.
C. To _________ Him.
D. To ____________ all of His _____________.
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