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Raising Up the Next Man of God
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

With the passing and sidelining of Christian mentors and 
leaders, it becomes more and more important for men and 
women, called and equipped by the Lord, to rise up and 
to take up the mantle to fill the gaps in Christian ministry 
and service.  Someone a long time ago once said that the 
Christian faith is only one generation away from extinc-

tion.  All it would take is for men 
and women to say “no” or to ignore 
the call of the Lord to love Him su-
premely and to obey Him sincerely.

In the past two weeks, we have had 
to say goodbye to Billy Graham, a great lover and servant 
of the Lord.  I know that many are asking, who will take 
his place?  I have also contemplated this question as I 
also consider who will take my place when I am dead and 
gone.  In Dr. Graham’s case, over the past decade, or so, 
he has been preparing his son, Franklin Graham, to run 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association.  In my situa-
tion, I cannot name my successor.  The constitution and 
By-Laws of Valley Isle Fellowship says that the selec-
tion of the Senior Pastor is to be determined and voted on 
by the membership of VIF.  It has been my desire to see 
the men of VIF discipled and matured to the point where 
mature and effective leadership would be engrained into 
the life and ministry of the church.  My dream is to see 
the men of our church equipped and matured to the point 
where there can be a very capable pool of men to be 
strongly considered to lead VIF as our next Senior Pastor.  

This may sound like a very demented dream.  However, 
I want you to think about the many times in scripture 
where God chose leaders that just did not seem like ca-
pable leaders.  In scripture, the most qualifying charac-
teristic of the men that led was that God chose them and 
placed His hand on them.  My prayer is that the next man 
that God chooses to lead VIF as our next Senior Pastor 
will clearly be a man that God has chosen and placed 
His hand on.  This will most likely be clearly seen as 
men step up and give themselves to loving and obey-
ing the Lord in all that they do.  It will be evident by 

their home life, their professional life, and their life in 
the church.  This will be a man that knows the Lord so 
much that he has an unshakable trust and faith in Jesus.

In the time that I have remaining as your 
Senior Pastor, I covet your help and 
prayers in encouraging and seeking out 
this man of God.  I guarantee you that 
this man may not be equipped yet, but 
He will be by the time that God places 
him in this ministry.  Please pray with 
me that during these next months and years that God would 
raise up that man from within Valley Isle Fellowship.  This 
should not be a competition to see who can get the most 
popular votes, but it should be a time of revelation and 
discovery as we discover whom God reveals as that man.

The alternative is that if the next Senior Pastor is not 
being raised up from within VIF, then we will have 
to depend on God to rise up that man from outside of 
our church.  To be sure, there are many fine and quali-
fied men outside of Valley Isle Fellowship, but my 
dream and desire is to see him raised up from within.

I don’t know when God would call me out of this blessed 
position as your Pastor, but God has placed on my heart 
to pray for and to do all that I can in raising up that 
man of God.  It would be exciting to see God raise up a 
man who has grown and matured within VIF to lead us 
all.  It would also be so exciting to see a team of lead-
ers to grow up with and around him to provide all of the
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leadership to move VIF to fulfill all of the Lord’s desires for this church in this community.  Seeing paid staff and 
lay leadership coming from within our church has and continues to be a deeply planted desire in my life.  As I write 
this, I know that many of you might be wondering who this next person may be.  Rather than focusing on who that 
person may be, I want you to focus in on all of the discipleship emphasis that Pastor Darren is leading us in.  This 
discipleship emphasis will be the foundation for seeing this man of God matured and equipped.  As this man of God 
applies himself to all of this, God will begin to reveal him to all who are seeking the Lord.  Let’s all rise to be the 
man or woman that God desires us to be.
     ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~     

Week of Prayer March 4-11

Church work day  2.24.18
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“Dear brothers and sisters, the longing of my heart and my prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved. 
I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal. For they don’t understand God’s way of 
making people right with himself. Refusing to accept God’s way, they cling to their own way of getting right with 
God by trying to keep the law. For Christ has already accomplished the purpose for which the law was given. As 
a result, all who believe in him are made right with God.” 

Romans10:1-4 NLT

Have you ever met, or do you know people, that are so enthusiastic about certain things and yet seem so far off 
the mark? Let me give you one example that I think you’ll understand. It’s people and 
politics, especially politicians. No matter what party it is, both seem to think that they 
have the right answers on how to take care of America. They debate on the Senate floor 
and voice their comments and reasons about how to solve the nation`s problems. When 
we, the people, sit, watch and listen to what they are saying, sometimes we can’t believe 
the ideas they have because it sounds so ridiculous and even at times it just doesn’t make 
any sense at all. I believe both parties will always stand behind what they say, whether 
right or wrong and probably won’t benefit the American people. Just because of what 
their party believes for the sake of their party. They are passionate about helping the nation, but it will always be 
aligned to what both party’s beliefs are, no matter how right or wrong.

In the same way, Paul is expressing what concerns him, about his people, the Israelites. He is wanting for his 
people what God has given to the world, which is Jesus. However, the Jews believe and will always believe that 
the way to God is by obeying the commands He gave them in the Old Testament. Paul wants the Jews to believe 
in Jesus because only in believing in Him can we live up to the commands of God and truly be in a right relation-
ship with Him. Paul also said that Jesus already accomplished the purpose for which the law was given. He knew 
the Israelites can’t obey the law, in fact the law was given only to show how sinful they really were. Only Jesus 
fulfilled the law and he fulfilled it for them when He went to the cross. Paul knew that if the Israelites would only 
believe in Jesus that they would then be in a right relationship with God and then begin to live the life they were 
meant to live. 

The same is true for us today. How many times are we told to obey the commands and laws of God only to find 
and feel that we either couldn’t do it because it’s hard, or just didn’t want to do it because we have no motive at all. 
If we could take a moment and ponder what Paul said at the end of 
verse four in Romans chapter ten. He said, “...As a result, all who 
believe in Him (Jesus) are made right with God.” I want you to fo-
cus on the words “made right” in verse four. Can you believe that if 
we believe in Jesus we are “made right” with God? Paul is pointing 
out that we won’t have a changed life no matter how zealous we are 
in trying to live up to the standards of God unless we can believe 
in Jesus. Do you believe Jesus died on the cross to forgive you and 
cleanse you of all your sins? Do you believe He died and was bur-
ied and has risen from the grave to assure you of eternal life? Do you know that when you believe in Jesus that you 
are made right with God for all eternity? When you can say yes to all of these questions then you are made right 
with God! Tell someone of the decision you made today and come and see Pastor Stephen or myself to understand 
and be baptized. May you experience the joy of the Lord!
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Hello Team!

Our first retreat of the winter semester was a great time to get away and focus on God. The theme 
of the retreat was ‘Relationships,’ with 20 students from both FLC and CMU. I (Dakota) am al-
ways amazed by how God works in and through these retreats! An FLC student, Daniel, took the 
step to share his testimony with everyone at the retreat. God is working!

Ryan is a freshman who plays soccer for the FLC team. We met through his passion of card magic. 
He is really good at it and I was impressed. As we got to know one another I came to find he was 
new in his faith and desires to grow deeper in his relationship with God. This last month we have 
been meeting one on one for discipleship (and I’ve been able to learn some tricks in the process). 
It’s encouraging he is taking steps to truly follow Christ. Ryan is even willing to use magic as av-
enue to share the Gospel. We will have an outreach in March to share the Gospel, meet new people, 
have fun watching magic, eat food and play games.

We are excited to announce that Rachael and I will be directing Crush Fear 2018. This is a 15-day 
summer project designed for college students to experience outdoor adventure, leadership devel-
opment and Great Commission training, all in the beautiful San Juan Mtns. If you know anyone 
college aged and think they would want to be apart of Crush Fear 2018 please direct them the 
CrushFear.com.

Missional Women
Ladies, there is an opportunity for you all to come and be encouraged and equipped this April 
27-29. MPM’s women’s ministry is hosting a Missional Women Conference at our Ranch in the 
mountains of Durango. I (Rachael) will be there and wanted to invite you to come refresh and learn 
how to live on purpose for the Lord. More info: www.MissionalWomen.com.

Prayer Requests: students to draw near to God, Ryan & the March outreach, students to apply for 
CrushFear, Bible studies on campus, energy, housing situation (buy or continue to rent), peace 
with a lot going on.

Copyright © 2018 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
Master Plan Ministries

PO Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  March 8-10
Team 6

Stephen K*, Hubert I, Leslie T, Ernie P,
David P, Chad K

Week of  March 15-17
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H, 
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

Week of  March 22-24
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  March 29-31
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements
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Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for 
our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, March 4 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Danae O
          March 11 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
          March 18 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
     Lauryn I
          March 25 Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, JaydeeG.
      Jules G

  Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
We welcome your favorite  dish to share 

and blessings of your hearts to serve 



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* North Africans of the Netherlands
A spacious old facility has recently been renovated to 
house hundreds of new refugees. Local church members 
and other volunteers have come together to view the facil-
ity before it opens. They are discussing ways to help the 
refugees who will be living there. The groups hope to offer 
book studies, meals, and Dutch or English conversation 
classes for the residents. Pray for every person who will 
live in this facility, asking that they will be shown the love 
of Jesus through the groups that help them.
*Danes of Denmark
Please be in prayer for a small group that recently began a 
praise and worship night in Copenhagen, Denmark. Peti-
tion for deepened spiritual walks among Danish believers, 
and ask that the Danish believers will be able to encour-
age and challenge one another in their spiritual walks. Also 
pray that the members of this group will be bold in inviting 
nonbelievers to come.
*Mountain Yi of East Asia-(ee) - Pray today that the 
Mountain Yi will be delivered “from the domain of dark-
ness and transferred . . . to the kingdom of [God’s] be-
loved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins” (Colossians 1:13-14 ESV).

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray that we will inject our community with the love of Christ 
and that many will come to know and follow Him.

Philadelphia, PA
“Pray that our churches and church planters are making and rais-
ing up disciples who are committed to the mission of God so that 
disciples and churches are multiplied and a movement begins 

transforming lives, families and communities.”
6,346,431 people live in metro Philadelphia

45.1% are unaffiliated with any religious body
6.2% are affiliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 30,512 Philadelphia residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Josh Turansky
1706 Eastern Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21231
joshturansky@gmail.com
http://www.baltimorechurch.com/
Josh Turansky is lead planter of Haven City Church in 
Baltimore, Md. Please pray for the families living in the 
projects surrounding our church. Many of these fami-
lies have grown up in a church culture and believe that 
Christianity is the right religion, but they don’t know 
Jesus personally. Please pray that these individuals will 
be drawn toward God as we meet their physical needs 
with food and clothing.
Larry Brant
2915 Eden St.
Camp Lejeune, NC 28547 
chapsbrant@yahoo.com
Larry Brant is a U.S. Navy chaplain serving Combat 
Logistics Battalion 22 at Camp Lejeune in North Caro-
lina. Please pray for our ministry to the Marines, Sailors 
and families of the battalion as we prepare to deploy this 
fall. Pray for a revival to break out in the unit. Person-
ally please pray for our family as we grieve the sudden 
loss of my father-in-law last November.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  March 2018
    4 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     7 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   11 9:00 am - Worship Service - Guest Preacher
      Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   18 9:00 am - Worship Service
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   19 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   21 6:30 pm - Youth Night

   25 9:00 am - Worship Service 
                          - Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
          10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     26 Prince Kuhio Day - office CLOSED
     Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
    28 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    30 Good Friday - office CLOSED

April 2018
      1 6:00 am-EASTER- Sunrise Service 
            9:00 am-EASTER Worship Service
             Potluck Fellowship to follow Service
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
      2 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
      4 6:30 pm - Youth Night
      6 5:00 pm -  MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry 
      8 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Jonathan - A Vituous Example
1 Samuel 14-31

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.     _____________and___________.

       A. To__________. – 1 Samuel 14:1-15

       B. To__________. – 1 Samuel 31:1-2

       C. To__________. – 1 Samuel 18:1-4

II.   Under ______________.

      A. To _________.

 1. Even through ____________. – 1 Samuel 20:30-33

 2. Right up to his ___________. – 1 Samuel 31:1-2

       B. To_ ____________. – 1 Samuel 23:15-18

III. A man of __________ to the end.

     A. Would not lift his hand against__________ ____________. – 1 Samuel 24:6-7

     B. Left ____________ in God’s hands. – 1 Samuel 26:9-11

     C. Trusting and faithful till __________. – 1 Samuel 31:1-2

         1. Trusting and faithful to the_________.

         2. Trusting and faithful to his_________.

         3. Trusting and faithful to his_________.

         4. Trusting and faithful to__________.


