Valley Isle Fellowship

Love God, Love His Church, Love His World
1033 Waiale Road - PO Box 886
Wailuku, HI 96793

Phone: (808) 244-0865 Fax: (808)249-0235

NEWSLETTER
March 18, 2018 www.vifmaui.com

Subtle Attacks Are Powerfully Deceptive
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Living in this fallen world of sin and corruption

The devil has used this diversion and distortion to atis certainly getting harder and much more difficult for tack Christians and to get us to compromise our faith
those who love Jesus and who are seeking to be faithful and love in Jesus and the shame of it all is that we don’t
to Him in life and practice. The direct attacks are becom- even realize this sinister evil. This strategy has caused
ing more and more brutal and they are very concerning. us to be more accepting of everything from abortion to
However, I am more concerned about the subtle attacks the LGBTQ agenda. It is now raising its devilish head in
that are aimed at causing us to compromise our love and the immigration debate while at the same time attacking
faith in Jesus. The scary thing about these subtle attacks our free expression of loving Jesus in the public square.
These attacks are proving to be very powerful and effecis how powerful and effective they are.
tive. No one wants to be identified as being unloving and
The Great Commandment is Matthew 22:37-40 (NLT) so many are succumbing to these deceptive attacks.
37
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God
with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ 38 Please, let’s give thought first and foremost to loving the
This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second Lord with all of our heart, mind, and soul and living that
is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ love out in all of our lives, including in the public square.
40
The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are If we love Jesus first and foremost, how would this look
based on these two commandments.” Notice that verse as we address the abortion, LGBTQ, and immigration is39 says, “A second is equally important…” The devil sues? I believe with all of my heart that things would
has used this to reverse the order of this commandment. look quite different. Loving Jesus with all of our heart,
The devil has caused so many Christians to concentrate mind, and soul would
on making this the first and greatest command. How- mean that we would be
ever, this is a lie and a distortion because verse 38 says, seeking the things and
“This is the first and greatest commandment.” Notice outcomes that would
the subtle attack of the devil? The first and greatest com- be pleasing to the Lord.
mandment is that we “love the LORD your God with all The message here is that
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.” This order we need to love the Lord
Jesus Christ with all of our heart, mind, and soul, first and
is so very important!
foremost. For it is in loving our Lord that we will have
We need to obey this first and greatest commandment, the proper insight and impact on these issues and many
otherwise we will not be able to fully obey the second other issues.
commandment. You will never be
able to love your neighbor as your- As I close, I would like to address what I believe is the
self if you do not love the Lord our biggest deception and distortion. All of us have people
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that we love and care much about. For parents, this involves loving our children and grandchildren. We express our
love for them in wanting the best for them in the area of education, sports, and all kinds of social affairs. Many will
sacrifice much for them to have the best teachers/coaches, equipment and supplies, and experiences. Those commitments and sacrifices are so great that church life is commonly one of the sacrifices that is made. We love our
children and want the best for them and the devil has been powerfully successful in deceiving the masses that it is
a worthy sacrifice. I want to loudly and passionately share with you that “NO, this is the most deadly sacrifice that
anyone can yield to!” This sacrifice is conveying a disastrous and deadly concept that as long as we only give lip
service to loving the Lord, this will be acceptable. NO, dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, this deadly move will
cause a compromise that will probably have eternal consequences. Please consider the meaning and consequences
of the following passage. Matthew 7:21-23 (NLT) 21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter
the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22 On judgment day
many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out demons in your name and performed
many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’
Please consider keeping the first and greatest commandment the first and greatest. Don’t replace it with the second
commandment.
					
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~						

TWO-THIRDS WORLD NETWORK MISSION
May 2018
TTWN will head out to the mission field this Spring and
are looking for volunteers called by God to work together
for His Glory.
In May 2018, from the 17th-31st a team will be travelling to Luzon to continue on mission for Christ. Mission
ministries will include supporting new church plants with
prayer walking, evangelism, and VBS.
Please feel free to visit our website at: twothirdsworld.
com and subscribe for more detailed information about
our mission. If God is speaking to you about joining the
team in May, please contact Vince Bagoyo 808 357-3842
by April 15th. God can certainly use YOU!
These were his instructions to them: “The harvest is great,
but the workers are few. So, pray to the Lord who is in
charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into
his fields.” Luke 10:2
May God bless you always!
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VIF Giving-To-Date
$1153.00

Friday, April 6, 2018
For more information contact Shanley

5:00 p.m.

@ (808)280-2690

“April Fools or Fools for Jesus”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

“Since God in his wisdom saw to it that the world would never know him through human wisdom, he has used
our foolish preaching to save those who believe. It is foolish to the Jews, who ask for signs from heaven. And it is
foolish to the Greeks, who seek human wisdom...”
“Remember, dear brothers and sisters, that few of you were wise in the world’s eyes or powerful or wealthy
when God called you. Instead, God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think
they are wise. And he chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful. God chose things despised by the world, things counted as nothing at all, and used them to bring to nothing what the world considers important. As a result, no one can ever boast in the presence of God. God has united you with Christ Jesus.
For our benefit, God made him to be wisdom itself. Christ made us right with God; he made us pure and holy,
and he freed us from sin. Therefore, as the Scriptures say, “If you want to boast, boast only about the Lord.””
1 Corinthians1:21,22,26-31NLT
This Easter Sunday is on April 1st which is the day we normally would call April Fool’s Day. It is a time when
we try to fool people as kind of a joking and playful thing. We would do jokes or play a trick just for laughs. You
probably have done this or seen people that did it to others and you had a good laugh.
In 1 Corinthians Paul is revealing that foolish things were no laughing matter.
He told the church that everything what God did and used seemed foolish to
the world. What’s kind of funny is the things he called foolish. If you read
the scripture passage, Paul points that there are two things that are foolish for
God’s glory. One is the preaching of the gospel. Paul said it was foolish to the
Jews because it doesn’t make any sense and so what they wanted was more
miracles other than the power of the resurrection. To the Gentiles the gospel
had no understanding of wisdom so it was foolish to them because there was
no logical reasoning. Secondly, we who believe in the Lord are fools for
Jesus. This is how the world looks at those who call themselves disciples of Jesus Christ because of the lifestyle
for those who believe in Him doesn’t make sense at all. The power of the resurrection had never happened in Jewish history. Why would anyone believe that Jesus would rise from the grave? Gentiles were mostly a people of
intellectual and philosophical thinking, so how can God use ordinary people with no training and education to do
kingdom’s work. In the beginning of the passage it says that God knew people would not know Him through human wisdom, so He did a crazy thing and used what society would call foolish.
We who believe in Jesus are those foolish things of this world that God decided to use for
His glory, and it had literally changed the world and turned it upside down. So, don’t think
of yourself as insignificant, weak or useless, for in God’s eyes we are fools for Jesus and
count it as a privilege that we are used by Him and for His eternal glory. Knowing this is
the will of God to choose us for an eternity and use us for His glory is why we should only
boast all the time about Him.

- 3-

Announcements
April 1, 2018
EASTER Sunrise Service 6 am
EASTER Service 9 am

Invite your friends and neighbors. Lets Fellowship, and
have lunch after the 9am service. Catered lunch and the
church will provide the beverages.You may sign up to bring
your favorite dessert to share. Sign up on the back table

Evening Service 6 pm

100% OF YOUR GIFTS GO TOWARD SUPPORTING MISSIONARIES WHO SERVE NORTH AMERICA IN COMPASSION
MINISTRIES AND CHURCH PLANTING.
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Announcements
Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today,March 18 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,
			
Lauryn I
March 25 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G.Jules G.,
			

Char C.

April 1 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S,
			
Danae O

RUMMAGE SALE
April 8 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F,
On Saturday, April 7, 2018 Two Thirds World Net			
Melanie F
work (TTWN) will be holding a garage sale for Mission Outreach in South East Asia. It will be held on
the front lawn of the Valley Isle Fellowship High
Street campus from 7am to 11am. The mission field
has grown from a basketball court in Santa, Ilocos Sur,
Philippines, to all over Southeast Asia. This spring
there is a planned trip in May to assist with VBS for
Church Cleaning Schedule
new church plants in Northern Luzon. Your generosity in the past has helped spread God’s love in real and
Week of March 22-24
practical ways. We plan to collect items the week of
Team 2
the Garage Sale. So, if you find yourself ready to do a
Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M,
spring cleaning and wish to donate items to the mission
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K
field, please contact Grace Motonaga 357-4553. We
Week of March 29-31
are so very thankful. God Bless!
Team 3
PS Don’t forget to come shopping too!!
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A

Volunteers Needed!

Join a team to be part of this
vital ministry caring for our
little ones
(on a rotation basis)
during morning worship service.
Sign-up sheet at the back table.
For more information, contact
VIF OFFICE @ 244-0865

Week of April 5-7
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Stephen K*,
Priscilla T, Thelma W, Alvina M, Amelia T
Week of April 12-14
Team 5
Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C,
Josie Y*, Kathy W
*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

We welcome your favorite dish to share
and blessings of your hearts to serve
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Phoenix, AZ
“Pray that Phoenix would arise from the ashes and be reborn
by the power of the resurrection of Jesus to reflect the glory of
God.”
5,584,556 people live in Phoenix
62% are unaffiliated with any religious body
12.6% are affiliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 19,391 Phoenix residents

Open up the hearts and minds of our community to the gospel
in an increasingly dark and lost city. Pray Christ takes hold
in their lives and begins a movement in our community.

PrayerConnect
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

*American Peoples
In September, you were asked to pray for a family serving in a remote location in Ecuador. After much prayer
and preparation of hearts of people through chronological
Bible storying, the first person there has accepted Christ!
This family endures many struggles but writes that “so
many things we’ve been going through seem so meaningless when compared to the eternity of someone’s life.”
Praise the Lord for this first believer, and pray that this
family’s sacrifice will continue to bear much fruit as many
people come to know the truth.”
* Yawo of Northern Mozambique (YAH-oo) - “We are
in the middle of the rains, and this year, they are falling in
abundance. We are truly thankful, as they are bringing to
life the trees, shrubs, and gardens all around our district.
The water table has returned to its normal level, and no
longer is there the fear of drought this year. Would you
please pray for the many Yawo in our district not only to
want to know about God, but also to repent and yield their
lives completely to him? Pray that as people surrender
their lives to Christ Jesus, they will truly experience new
life and also experience God’s bountiful, unlimited blessings of love, joy, peace, and hope in their lives!”

Matt Boyd
3519 NE 15th Ave. #267
Portland, OR 97212
matt@sojournpdx.org
http://www.sojournpdx.org/
Matt Boyd is lead church planter of Sojourn Church PDX
in Portland, Ore. We are asking that the Lord will provide
a few things for us over the next six months. We are asking
God to provide a worship leader, a public space in which to
gather and families to join us who are committed to the vision and mission of Sojourn Church.

Yuri Kreyman
13231 E. Mississippi Ave.
Aurora, CO 80022
pastor@bethel.community
http://bethelrussianchurch.org/
Yuri Kreyman is the church planter pastor of Bethel
Community Church in Aurora, Colo., which is a Russian-speaking church. Our church has been praying
about planting a church in Boulder, Colo. Please pray
for Valentin and his family to have God’s vision as they
are trying to build a core group for the future church.
This is extremely critical. Thank you and God bless!
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

March 2018
18

9:00 am-EASTER Worship Service
Fellowship Lunch to follow Service
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

2

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

4

6:30 pm - Youth Night
5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

19

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

6

21

6:30 pm - Youth Night

8

25

26

9:00 am - Worship Service
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

6:30 pm - Youth Night

30

Good Friday - office CLOSED

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

11 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Prince Kuhio Day - office CLOSED
Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED

28

1

9

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

15 9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Discipleship Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

April 2018

16

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

18

6:30 pm - Youth Night

6:00 am-EASTER- Sunrise Service

22

9:00 am - Worship Service

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE
Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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Two Roads, Two Choices
Which One is Right?
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

1.

The Road on the left leads to _________.
a. _________ will choose this road because it’s easy.
b. You are in ____________ of what it’s going to be.
c. People make ____________ that fit themselves.

You only get to make ______ __________on this road and many people think this road leads to____________.

2.

The Road on the right leads to ___________.
a. ________will find this road even though it’s difficult.
b. You ______________ gave up your rights.
c. All you need to do is decide to__________ __________

To follow Jesus all we need to do, is do the Father’s will! ____________.

Study Questions:
1.

Do you know which road you are on? How did you come to your decision?

2.

What does your road currently look like? Which one does it match up to in the sermon notes?

3.

Do you understand what it means that believing in Jesus also means following Him too?

If you need help, ask someone to help you understand it. Read Matthew 4:18-20; 28:18-20.

If you need help with the questions please email me at darrens@vifmauihawaii.com
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