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God Does Speak to Christians
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

In a world of increasing moral decay and violence, it is

in this environment, God is still working to bring about
becoming more and more challenging for Christians to His purposes and we are His servants. We must be looklive out our love and faith in the public arena. To com- ing for God’s way for us to be used of Him for His glory
mitted Christians who are trying to live out our faith, and honor.
yielding to the voices that surround us who are constantly When intimidating situations confront us, let’s be solid in
trying to get us to either compromise or to turn our backs our commitment that “God is in control!” Let’s also be
on what the Bible clearly tells us, we are constantly being looking for His instructions
pushed to defend our faith and practice. Yes, this is a very and direction in responding
intimidating situation that can be extremely frightening. in ways that would honor
These intimidating situations come from the media, gov- Him. In this particular attack
ernment, the entertainment industry, from our work plac- of God speaking to us is ines, from our friends and community, and even sometimes sanity, let’s give a response
from our own families. A recent example of this came that is centered in love and
from the entertainment industry when our Vice President, compassion, and also that is grounded in the Bible. This
Mike Pence, was attacked on “The View” by co-host, Joy gives us the opportunity and privilege to share with peoBehar when she commented on Mr. Pence’s Christian ple about our prayer life and how our relationship with
faith and his prayer life leading to God speaking to him. Jesus is so personal that “He speaks to us.”
She is quoted as saying, “It’s one thing to talk to Jesus.
It’s another when Jesus talks to you. That’s a mental illness if I’m not correct. Hearing voices.” In trying to
explain herself, she was said that she was a comedian and
was only making a joke. However, for many Christians
this joke was not well received and offended many.

Those who intimidate and attack us, might not be willing
to even listen to us, but listen to what scripture tells us.
2 Timothy 4:2-5 (NLT) 2 Preach the word of God. Be
prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently
correct, rebuke, and encourage your people with good
teaching. 3 For a time is coming when people will no
Dear people of Valley Isle Fellowship, I would like to ask longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will
that you consider a different way of approaching situa- follow their own desires and will look for teachers who
tions like this, that I believe would glorify the Lord in a will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear. 4
great manner. I want to propose that all They will reject the truth and chase after myths. 5 But
of our responses need to be based on the you should keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t
Word of God. This is because the Bible be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others
is the full revelation of God to us and the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has
Jesus is the fullest of all revelations. The given you.
continued on the next page
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So we are called to be ready to preach, or to share, the Word of God. Attacks like these are really opportunities for
us to share the Word of God in love and grace, but also in strength and power.
Therefore, I would like to share with you, and you can share this with anyone who God leads you to, how God
speaks to me. I believe and have experienced God speaking to me. He speaks most clearly through His Word, the
Bible. I treasure and hold the Bible in my highest esteem. So high, that I would never want to go against what the
Bible says.
In an article by J. Warner Wallace, published on Fox News entitled, “What do Christians mean when they say ‘God
spoke to me?’” he brought out several ways that God speaks. Here is his list: 1. God spoke to me through scripture.
2. God spoke to me through a sage advisor. 3. God spoke to me through my situation. 4. God spoke to me through
a supernatural interaction.
All of these, I, too, have experienced. However, I have found that the most trustworthy and constant method is
through the Word of God. Hebrews 4:12 (NLT) For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the
sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost
thoughts and desires. I find it so important to take my Bible into my times of prayer. I have many thoughts that run
through my mind as I pray and some of them are simply ungodly and need to be suppressed and eliminated. However, others may be from the Lord and I have to discern those thoughts whether they are the Word of God or not.
God never speaks against what the Word of God says. He is always in union and harmony with what the Bible says.
If that still quiet voice is not in harmony with the Word of God, then that is not God speaking to you.
It is so very important that our lives are grounded and rooted in the Bible.
We will get ourselves into a lot of trouble if we depart from the Bible, the
Word of God. Hearing clearly what God is saying to you cannot be evaluated
apart from the Bible. You will even have to check out the counsel that you
may receive from Godly counselors and even your experiences to see if they
align with the Bible. Never allow your experiences to rise above the Word
of God. Neither allow counselors that you may
love and respect highly to rule over the Word of
God. Godly counselors will usually center their counsel on the Word of God. However, always check out the voices that you may hear with the Word of God.
We can and should come to the point where we can know that our Lord does speak to
us. He speaks loudly and clearly, but we have to be able to filter out all of the noise that
Satan will throw at us to confuse, distract, and deceive us. The Word of God will filter
that noise out and amplify the voice of God. Stay true to His Word and listen intently
to what He says to you. May the Lord bless and strengthen you as you seek to hear
Him clearly, love Him dearly, and follow Him nearly.
					

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~					
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Discipleship - “Two Benefits with One Purpose in Mind”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento
“We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensitive about things like this. We must not just please
ourselves. We should help others do what is right and build them up in the Lord. For even Christ didn’t live to
please himself. As the Scriptures say, “The insults of those who insult you, O God, have fallen on me.” Such things
were written in the Scriptures long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait
patiently for God’s promises to be fulfilled. May God, who gives this patience and encouragement, help you live
in complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for followers of Christ Jesus. Then all of you can join together
with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Romans15:1-6NLT
I wonder if we understand that as we grow in our relationship with the Lord that there are two benefits with one
purpose in mind. The first benefit is personal. God desires a love relationship with you. We must remember that
the reason we were created was to have fellowship with Him and in that relationship God would get the glory in
the way that we live with Him right now and for an eternity.
You see, if we have a deep abiding relationship with God, how in the world can we live for ourselves? It’s impossible. It’s not even a question, if we can live for ourselves, if we have a relationship with God. How do you know
you have a relationship with Him?
Well, if you’ve been a Christian for a while then you probably heard the saying, “What have you done with my
Son, Jesus?” Let me just say this, to have a relationship with God is to have a relationship with Jesus. Anything
you do with Jesus, you’re doing with God.
The second benefit is what the Apostle Paul wrote in the scripture passage above. As we are growing in our relationship with Jesus we are to help others do the same. What is interesting is that Paul is telling Jews who became
believers in Christ to encourage the Gentile believers along the way. Why is this interesting? Because in Jewish
religion and their culture they do not associate with Gentiles just because they were not Jews by birth.
You might think this is easy because they are all Christians, but we must realize there is a process involved in
growing in Christ and with each other. Paul is reminding them to lean on the Lord for encouragement and even
wisdom to learn, help, and encourage each other.
When we are living our lives like this, we are fulfilling the will and purpose of God. How do I know that? Because
it fulfills “The Greatest Commandment” and “The Great Commission.” We love God and we love others. How
do we show love for others? By sharing the gospel, and if they say
yes to Jesus, then we disciple them. You see, this is discipleship and
that’s why I am such an advocate to communicate this to all of you. A
Christian is not called to seek out just their own personal relationship
with Jesus, but in the midst of it Jesus wants us to seek and encourage
others. I don’t believe God’s design for a church is to be small and
exclusive, but just the opposite, to be large and inclusive. God’s desire
is that all might be saved not just some. Discipleship is not for some
Christians, but it’s for all Christians, because it’s the new life (style)
we committed to Jesus when we believed in Him. When we know our
purpose in life as a Christian, everyone benefits from it.
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Announcements

The Week of Prayer is annually observed by SBC churches
to specifically pray for missionaries on the field, the needs
of their ministries and the needs of their families. Prayer is
the fuel enabling God to spiritually and emotionally sustain
missionaries in places where the gospel is greatly needed, but
often opposed.
100% OF YOUR GIFTS GO TOWARD SUPPORTING
MISSIONARIES WHO SERVE NORTH AMERICA IN
COMPASSION MINISTRIES AND CHURCH PLANTING.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE 6 AM, EASTER SERVICE 9 AM, EVENING
SERVICE 6PM
INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, COME FELLOWSHIP, AND
HAVE LUNCH AFTER 9AM SERVICE. . CATERED LUNCH AND THE
CHURCH WILL PROVIDE BEVERAGES
YOU MAY SIGN UP TO BRING YOUR FAVORITE DESSERT TO SHARE.
Sign up on the back table
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Announcements
Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today, March 11 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F,
			
Melanie F
March 18 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,
			
Lauryn I

RUMMAGE SALE
On Saturday, April 7, 2018 Two Thirds World Network (TTWN) will be holding a garage sale for Mission Outreach in South East Asia. It will be held on
the front lawn of the Valley Isle Fellowship High
Street campus from 7am to 11am. The mission field
has grown from a basketball court in Santa, Ilocos Sur,
Philippines, to all over Southeast Asia. This spring
there is a planned trip in May to assist with VBS for
new church plants in Northern Luzon. Your generosity in the past has helped spread God’s love in real and
practical ways. We plan to collect items the week of
the Garage Sale. So, if you find yourself ready to do a
spring cleaning and wish to donate items to the mission
field, please contact Grace Motonaga 357-4553. We are
so very thankful. God Bless!
PS Don’t forget to come shopping too!!

Volunteers Needed!

Join a team to be part of
this vital ministry caring
for our little ones
(on a rotation basis)
during morning worship
service.
Sign-up sheet at the back
table.
For more information, contact
VIF OFFICE @ 244-0865
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March 25 Team 3: Jennifer B,FrancisC,JaydeeG.
		
Jules G
April 1 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S,
			
Danae O

Church Cleaning Schedule
Week of March 15-17
Team 1
Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*
Week of March 22-24
Team 2
Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M,
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K
Week of March 29-31
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A
Week of April 5-7
Team 4
Wendy I, Lynette K, Stephen K*,
Priscilla T, Thelma W, Alvina M, Amelia T
*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
Philadelphia, PA
“Pray for the 1.6 million people of Cincinnati to see God move
in their city as never before. Pray for church planters laboring
to reach the city.”
1,610,393 people live in Cincinnati
56.1% are unaffiliated with any religious body
13.7% are affiliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 10,192 Cincinnati residents

Pray for our continuing ministry and for future opportunities
to impact African ethinic groups for Christ in Greater
Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky.

PrayerConnect
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays.

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

Lusaka, Zambia-(loo-SAH-kah) - “Please pray for Lusaka
in what we hope is now a post-cholera epidemic,” writes the
Greater Lusaka Area Team. “From October 6, 2017, until the
beginning of February 2018, the city battled a cholera epidemic
that resulted in more than 3,635 cases and 78 deaths. On January
8, 2018, the government banned almost all gatherings, including church services and funeral gatherings, in cholera epicenters. People living outside the epicenters were advised to practice preventative measures, and street vendors were cleared off
the streets, which adversely affected their livelihoods. People
say that the city never looked so clean in recent memory, and
practices of good hand washing and cleanliness reached unprecedented levels. Please pray for the many people affected, both
directly by the epidemic and by the effects of the prevention
measures. Pray for the government, its workers, and volunteers
as they try to establish controls to prevent such an epidemic
in the future. Pray for wisdom as the government implements
clean-up procedures and getting fresh, clean water to areas with
wells that had to be closed for spreading cholera. Pray for our
outreach initiatives to the street vendors who are now situated in
new merchant areas that make them easier to reach for disciple
making through business training outreaches. Pray for our team,
asking that our Lord of redemption will give us wisdom to turn
what has been death to a new and abundant life in Christ that
changes this city and countless lives, all to the glory of God.”

Marvin Owen
P.O. Box 56
Florence, OR 97439
marvin.owen@me.com
Marvin Owen is serving the Civil Air Patrol as deputy chaplain for the Pacific region in Oregon. Please pray for our
chaplains and character development instructors. They guide
cadets in moral and ethical development and help people deal
with life’s issues and crises. Also pray that people will come
to know Christ as their personal Savior as we minister.
Deborah Smith
313 Bear Dr.
Arabi, LA 70032
phil.debbie@weecanknow.org
http://weecanknow.com/
Debbie Smith is a missionary in Louisiana serving as the outreach director for Wee Can Know, which is a ministry to reach
children with the gospel. Pray God will provide young adults
to mentor in child evangelism and community outreach. Pray
my husband Phil, who is a chaplain in the Louisiana Army
National Guard, will continue strong and experience relief
from arthritis pain. Pray also that God will provide chaplains
for the Louisiana guard. Pray that our Easter outreach and
ministry at Delacroix Hope Baptist will bear much fruit and
for the salvation of children and parents.
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

March 2018

Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED

11 9:00 am - Worship Service - Guest Preacher
		
Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro
10:30 am - Sunday School
12 noon - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
12

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

14

6:30 pm - Youth Night

18

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

28

6:30 pm - Youth Night

30

Good Friday - office CLOSED

1

6:00 am-EASTER- Sunrise Service
9:00 am-EASTER Worship Service
Fellowship Lunch to follow Service
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

2

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

4

6:30 pm - Youth Night
5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

19

6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

6

21

6:30 pm - Youth Night

8

25

9:00 am - Worship Service
- Ordinance of Lordʻs Supper
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

9

26 Prince Kuhio Day - office CLOSED

April 2018

9:00 am - Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

11 6:30 pm - Youth Night

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE
Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Worship Service - 9:00 am
Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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The True Bread of God
John 6:25-59
Pastor Jeremy Kaneshiro

1.

Jesus, the true bread of God cannot be ___________. _______________
a.

		

2.

Practical: Biblical faith does not hope in the physical but feasts
on the spiritual.

Jesus, the true bread of God, was sent by God the Father to _______ ________
_________ _______ _________ __________
a.

Practical: God’s will for you is not primarily earthly BUT to
wholly trust in Jesus.

3.

Only God’s people ________ ________ _______ ________ _______ the true bread of
God.
a.

4.

Practical: Remember that faith is a gift.

Faith means _____________ on Jesus and His finished work for us.
a.

Practical: We will either feast on our own righteousness or Jesus’
righteousness daily.
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