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Sick but Blessed
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Being sick over the past month has not been fun, but it has 
really been a blessed time.  Does that sound strange and 
funny to you?  How can a challenging time be a blessed 
time?  I have been struggling with this “cold” since the 
Thursday before Christmas.  The height of my struggle 
came on Christmas Eve and on January 21st.  Both Sun-
days were difficult and challenging as I tried to carry on 
with my commitments and responsibilities.  However, 
they were also blessed times when I once again had the 
privilege of entering into God’s love, grace, and power.

I had the privilege of learning that it is not God’s desire 
for us to run from the trials and difficulties, but rather 
to face them with our God of grace and glory in front 
of us, in back of us, and most importantly, in us.  God 
also showed me how much He loves and values me dur-
ing this time of illness and weakness.  For those who ask 
“Why?”, during times of stress and trial, I think you would 
be better off taking on a different perspective.  Instead of 
asking “Why?”, it would be much better to be saying, 
“Thank you, Lord”.  Now I will be able to see your love, 
grace, strength and power actively working in my life.”

Let me explain and illustrate from the last month of my 
life.  I got sick on Thursday, December 21st, just before 
Christmas.  On Sunday, December 24th, we had 2 servic-
es scheduled, our regular morning service and our Christ-
mas Eve Candle Light service.  I wanted to call Pastor 
Darren and ask him to take over for me, but I felt that the 
Lord was wanting me to trust Him and just to be obedi-
ent to Him.  So I came to both services, just to preach 

and then left and went back to bed.  
I thank the Lord that He gave me 
the messages and the strength to 
make it through.  He showed Him-
self to be true to His Word as He 
showered His love upon me.  Yes, 
I was sick, but He showed me that 
when I am weak, He is strong.  

Then from Tuesday, December 26th, the Lord started 
to strengthen me, not necessarily healing me but giving 

me the strength to carry on the things that he desired of 
me.  On Friday, December 29th, Kawika and Keri (my 
son-in-law and daughter) left for the clinic in Mexico, 
leaving our grandchildren (Makana – 4 yrs. and Puali – 
1 yr.) in Clarice’s care with me trying to assist Clarice.  
By this time, we learned that Kawika, Keri, Makana, and 
Puali had all come down with the type – A flu virus and 
had to be put on the medication, Tami-flu.  Clarice and I 
were also both trying to recover from our colds as well.

The caring for our grandchildren was my biggest con-
cern, but God provided for us in significant ways.  We 
were concerned about Puali having separation difficul-
ties, since she had only days before Keri’s leaving got-
ten weaned.  God overcame that for us and Puali was 
fine.  One thing that we did not expect was Puali’s night 
terrors, but God provided by having Aunty Erin come 
over to help take care of Puali and to allow Clarice and 
I precious undisturbed sleep. Another big concern was 
a conflict over how to handle a shingles situation.  But 
once again, God came through in a mighty manner that 
just showed me that when you keep your eyes on Jesus, 
the things of earth will grow strangely 
dim in the light of His glory and grace.  

Clarice and I were still sick during all 
of this time, but God was supplying 
all that we needed.  In true confession, 
He did not provide for all that we asked for or wanted, 
but He did give all that we needed.  Whenever Clarice 
was feeling really poorly, I was feeling a little stronger.  
Whenever I was feeling really poorly, Clarice was feel
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ing stronger.  Then whenever we were both feeling poorly, the Lord provided Erin (our eldest daughter) to be free to 
help.  In God’s love and grace, He provided for us to have all that we needed and kept drawing us closer and closer 
to Him.  He truly showed Himself to be a God of grace and glory.

Now that Kawika and Keri  are back and the family is reunited, God is showing us His strength and power.  He has 
and continues to show that He is a God of provision.  I am simply amazed at how God is providing for Kawika and 
Keri.  Someday, when God gives you the opportunity, you need to talk with Kawika and Keri about how loving and 
powerful He truly is.  There is no doubt in my mind that God’s Word is true.  

Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 38  And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers 
of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39  No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all 
creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      

Featuring 
SANDRA WISDOM-MARTIN 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL WMU 

ROSALIE HUNT 
RELEASING NEW BOOK 

ANN HASSELINE JUDSON: 
A LIFE BEYOND BOUNDARIES 

ROB & DONNA THOMMARSON 
RETIRED IMB MISSIONARIES TO RUSSIA 

Abounding

Hawaii Pacific WMU
Mission Celebration

Everyone Welcome

Kahului Baptist Church
February 4

2:30 pm - 5:00 pm
Registration & Tea with

Sandy & Rosalie at 1:30 pm

Please pray as we depart on our mission 
February 9-24...

that as we engage people from around the world • 
to experience Korean culture, they will be will-
ing to hear about God’s culture — how much 
He loves them and desires to connect with 
them in a passion, intimate, love relationship.
that all of our volunteers will arrive safely and re-• 
main healthy during the mission.
that God will provide all the resources we need to • 
complete the mission.
that the seeds of the Gospel will flourish and • 
produce fruit.

Today
Superbowl Sunday.  

Kick off at  
1:30 pm.

Come and watch the 
game, bring a dish and 

fellowship.
February 4, 2018 Evening Service cancelled



The Woodies Whereabouts
Dakota and Rachael Woodie via mail192.atl21.rsgsv.net
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Happy New Year! Dakota and I were blessed and 
encouraged to begin the New Year with one of 
our Fort Lewis students accepting Christ! From 
Dec.29-Jan.5 we were at MPM’s annual Rocky 
Mountain Winter Conference (RMWC) in Du-
rango (above photo). There were 24 students 
from 6 colleges and universities, yet only 1 of 
those students was from Fort Lewis. This stu-
dent, Michael has been meeting with Dakota a 
lot since last fall. He has been learning and really 
considering if he wants to go all-in with Jesus.

Jesus asks us to surrender all of our life to Him and Michael really weighed this choice. We were excited when 
Michael signed up for the RMWC, though also a bit disappointed that other FLC students weren’t coming. Yet 
God is so good. A week after the conference Michael told Dakota that he had decided he wanted to fully commit 
to following Jesus and had prayed to receive Him into his life one night at RMWC. Wow! Michael was our only 
student there but praise God that his eternity is now secure with God and he has become our brother in Christ!

Some other conference stats: all the students 
learned how to share their faith; 5 students 
shared the Gospel and invited people to put 
their faith in Jesus on our outreach day; the 
conference attendees gave $400 to make the 
Jesus Film available to people in countries 
where they can’t easily learn about Him, 
253,000 had access to view this film and 
12,000+ people clicked to watch it. This means 
that 253,000 people who don’t have access 
to the Gospel got the opportunity to hear it!

Please Pray For: Michael as he grows and understands God’s grace; for student leaders to develop and 
be examples to their peers; I was in a car accident last month (thank God He protected me), but we are 
in the midst of insurance and finding a new vehicle; for wisdom as Dakota and I learn about buying a house 
and decide if we should pursue that or keep renting (and for good communication in all this). Thanks!
With Love, Rachael and Dakota Woodie



Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of  Feb 8-10
Team 2

Paul Y*, Linda Y, Mimie F, Loida P, Ruth M, 
Jean K, Del K, Tonette K

Week of  Feb 15-17
Team 3

Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A

Week of  Feb 22-24
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Anna G, Stephen K*, 
Priscilla T, Thelma W, Alvina M, Amelia T

Week of  March 1-3
Team 5

Carol Sn, Marion K, Makanani C, 
Josie Y*, Kathy W

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

Announcements

- 4 -

Volunteers Needed!
Join a team to be part of this 

vital ministry caring for 
our little ones 

(on a rotation basis) during 
morning worship service.

Sign-up sheet at the back table.  
For more information, contact 

Cheeng @ 385-4364

      
            Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today, Feb 4 Team 4: Hawea R, Cheeng S, Jezra S, 
     Danae O
  Feb 11 Team 1: Karen F, Kolbe F, Alysha F, 
     Melanie F
  Feb 18 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B,  
     Lauryn I
  Feb 25 Team 3: Jennifer B, Francis C, Jaydee G, 
     Jules G

  Coffee Bar Ministry
  Part-time

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)
Requirement

A heart to love and serve God
Job Description

Set-up/Host/Clean-up
Benefits

Joy and Fellowship
Contact

Rosy Olaso (244-8185)
for more info and to sign-up



MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

*Pearl People of East Asia
Several months ago, James became very depressed and 
laid in bed all day. Finally, after a rather violent outburst, 
his parents sent him to a mental hospital. After being there 
for 20 days, his condition worsened. He became unre-
sponsive to others and just sat on his bed, rocking back 
and forth. The doctors eventually released him to his par-
ents’ care. About this time, Sarah*, a young woman on 
a volunteer team, felt led to visit James and his mother. 
She wanted to share her story with them because she had 
also struggled with depression. During her visit, James 
wouldn’t listen and walked out; however, Sarah continued 
to share her testimony with James’ mother of how God 
had helped her. She encouraged his mother to read the 
Bible out loud with James each day. She also left cards 
containing Bible verses in their language for them to read 
daily. After just a couple of days, James’ mother called 
to say that he was much better and they’d been reading 
the Bible together. Praise the Lord that now both have ac-
cepted Christ and are attending church regularly! James 
is back at work, and his mother is full of joy. She can’t 
thank God enough for healing her son. Praise God for 
the power of his Word! Ask him to provide a brother to 
disciple James and encourage him one on one. Pray for 
James’ mother to continue growing deeper in her faith and 
for his father to come to know Jesus. (*names changed)

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:
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Pray that God would use our church to lead people to pas-
sionately follow Him and that He would raise up more lead-
ers who have a heart to reach our city..

San Francisco, CA
“Pray that God will use the worldwide influence of the San Fran-
cisco Bay area to advance the gospel in San Francisco, Oakland, 
San Jose and worldwide.”

7,654,870 people live in metro San Francisco
60.7% are unaffiliated with any religious body
7% are affilliated with an evangelical church

1 SBC church for every 17,049 San Francisco residents

PrayerConnect 
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them 

and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests 
or on their birthdays.

Bill Haas
P.O. Box 1087
Bemidji, MN 56619
billypotawatomi@gmail.com
Bill Haas is a church planter serving in Minnesota. We 
drive hundreds of miles every week as we take the good 
news of Jesus to many reservations across northern 
Minnesota. Please pray for God’s supply for funds to 
replace the brakes on my truck. Temperatures are in the 
minus 40 degrees Fahrenheit range. Breaking down on 
the road can be a matter of life and death!

Bruce Hendrich
P.O. Box 689
Mead, CO 80542
bruce@grandviewchurchmead.org
Bruce Hendrich is lead planter of Grandview Church 
in Colorado. We praise the Lord for answering our 
prayers concerning our Christmas Eve celebration. You 
prayed with and for us, and God granted us exactly 
three times our normal attendance on Christmas Eve! 
We’ve already seen some new families from that gath-
ering. Now continue to pray with us that we’ll be faith-
ful to make multiplying disciples of these new people.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

  February 2018
     4 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 1:30 pm - Super Bowl 2018
 Evening Service CANCELLED
     5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     7 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   11 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
   12 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
   14 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   18 9:00 am - Worship Service  
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12:00 pm - Discipleship Leaders Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    19 Presidents Day - office CLOSED

     Prayer Meeting - CANCELLED
    21 6:30 pm - Youth Night
    25 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
    26 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
    28 6:30 pm - Youth Night

March 2018
     4 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     5 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     7 6:30 pm - Youth Night
   11 9:00 am - Worship Service 
           10:30 am - Sunday School
           12 noon   - Trustees Meeting
 6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am
*  *  *  *  *

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Associate Pastor
Darren Sarmiento

cell:  (808)757-1651
email:  darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com
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Equipped and Effective
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I.    Living in a ___________ _________. – Deuteronomy 3:21-22
       A. Need a ____________ _____________.
       B.______________ ______________ already in command.
       C. Winning strategy = __________ and ___________.
       D. Waged only with __________ ______________ soldiers.
       – Revelation 3:15-16 

II.    Need of a ______________ _________. – Deuteronomy 4:1-2
        A. Fully committed = Fully ___________ it.
        B. Every soldier committed to ______________ the less ________________.
       – 2 Timothy 2:1-2 

III. Consider the _________, ____________, but especially the ___________. 
      – Deuteronomy 4:32-40
       A. Attitude of ___________ and _________________.
       B.____________ and fully ______________.
       – Philippians 3:14 

IV. Focused on the ___________.
      A. As a part of the _________:
 1. ___________ the church.
 2. ___________ a Discipleship Small Group.
 3. ___________ to Monday night Prayer Meeting.
      B. As a ____________:
 1.____________ your Bible Daily.
 2.____________ Daily.
 3.____________ Jesus Daily.
 4.____________ Him Continuously.


