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Looking Forward With HopeLooking Forward With Hope
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

who had closest contact to both these two individuals.  I who had closest contact to both these two individuals.  I 
believe that because of everyone wearing masks and being believe that because of everyone wearing masks and being 
mindful to social distance, plus all of the other measures mindful to social distance, plus all of the other measures 
that we have been doing, all who went to get tested have that we have been doing, all who went to get tested have 
tested negative.  We praise the Lord that this real threat tested negative.  We praise the Lord that this real threat 
was averted because the Lord guided us and protected us.  was averted because the Lord guided us and protected us.  
He deserves all of the glory and honor!!!He deserves all of the glory and honor!!!
Although there is much to be concerned about with all Although there is much to be concerned about with all 
of the uncertainties that surrounds our current pandemic of the uncertainties that surrounds our current pandemic 

situation, we can also be very confident situation, we can also be very confident 
that our Lord watches over us.  that our Lord watches over us.  Psalm Psalm 
121:1-8 (NLT)121:1-8 (NLT)  11 I look up to the  I look up to the 
mountains— does my help come from mountains— does my help come from 
there? there? 22  My help comes from the   My help comes from the 
LORD, who made heaven and earth! LORD, who made heaven and earth! 
33  He will not let you stumble; the   He will not let you stumble; the 

one who watches over you will not slumber. one who watches over you will not slumber. 44  Indeed,   Indeed, 
he who watches over Israel never slumbers or sleeps. he who watches over Israel never slumbers or sleeps. 55    
The LORD himself watches over you! The LORD stands The LORD himself watches over you! The LORD stands 
beside you as your protective shade. beside you as your protective shade. 6 6  The sun will not  The sun will not 
harm you by day, nor the moon at night. harm you by day, nor the moon at night. 77  The LORD   The LORD 
keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. 88    
The LORD keeps watch over you as you come and go, The LORD keeps watch over you as you come and go, 
both now and forever. both now and forever. 
As we read through scripture another great truth can be As we read through scripture another great truth can be 
added to our hope and assurance.  We are precious and added to our hope and assurance.  We are precious and 
valuable to our Lord.  His love and care for us and His valuable to our Lord.  His love and care for us and His 
promises to us will never fail.  promises to us will never fail.  Matthew 10:29-31 (NLT) Matthew 10:29-31 (NLT) 
2929  What is the price of two sparrows—one copper coin?   What is the price of two sparrows—one copper coin? 
But not a single sparrow can fall to the ground without But not a single sparrow can fall to the ground without 
your Father knowing it. your Father knowing it. 3030  And the very hairs on your   And the very hairs on your 
head are all numbered. head are all numbered. 3131  So don’t be afraid; you are   So don’t be afraid; you are 

ThisThis  weekweek    will bring the end of 2020will bring the end of 2020 and the  and the 
beginning of 2021.  In spite of all that may or may not beginning of 2021.  In spite of all that may or may not 
have happened, we need to have an attitude of gratitude have happened, we need to have an attitude of gratitude 
for all that the Lord has blessed us with and for all that He for all that the Lord has blessed us with and for all that He 
has given strength and grace has given strength and grace 
to get through.  Therefore, we to get through.  Therefore, we 
can look back with gratitude can look back with gratitude 
but we can look forward with but we can look forward with 
much hope.much hope.
You might be thinking that there is not much to be You might be thinking that there is not much to be 
hopeful about as you look into the new year.  I would like hopeful about as you look into the new year.  I would like 
to encourage you to take a Godly perspective by drawing to encourage you to take a Godly perspective by drawing 
close to Jesus and to learn more about Him through close to Jesus and to learn more about Him through 
your study of scripture and through increased times of your study of scripture and through increased times of 
devotion.  His perspectives on our futures will always devotion.  His perspectives on our futures will always 
bring hope and joy.bring hope and joy.
Either God’s Word is true or it is not.  I chose to believe Either God’s Word is true or it is not.  I chose to believe 

and trust in it with all that is within me.  and trust in it with all that is within me.  
Romans 8:28 (NLT)Romans 8:28 (NLT)    And we know And we know 
that God causes everything to work that God causes everything to work 
together for the good of those who together for the good of those who 
love God and are called according love God and are called according 
to his purpose for them.to his purpose for them.  He can take   He can take 

even the most tragic and negative event in our lives even the most tragic and negative event in our lives 
and bring something good out of it.  This is the truth of and bring something good out of it.  This is the truth of 
Romans 8:28 that everything works together for good for Romans 8:28 that everything works together for good for 
all those who love God and are called according to His all those who love God and are called according to His 
purpose.  With that verse firmly implanted in my heart, I purpose.  With that verse firmly implanted in my heart, I 
plan to move forward with the hope and joy that only He plan to move forward with the hope and joy that only He 
can bring.  can bring.  
Let me try to illustrate this point with what VIF had to Let me try to illustrate this point with what VIF had to 
deal with just before Christmas.  As you already know, deal with just before Christmas.  As you already know, 
we had a couple of people who were asymptomatic we had a couple of people who were asymptomatic 
(showing no signs) but  tested COVID-19 positive after (showing no signs) but  tested COVID-19 positive after 
attending our Worship Service.  Upon discovering these attending our Worship Service.  Upon discovering these 
positive cases, we began to put into action all that we positive cases, we began to put into action all that we 
needed to.  These two individuals and their families needed to.  These two individuals and their families 
were quarantined.  Then, because of all of the plans and were quarantined.  Then, because of all of the plans and 
measures that we have put into action since the beginning measures that we have put into action since the beginning 
of this pandemic, we were able to identify and notify those of this pandemic, we were able to identify and notify those 
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more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows.more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows.
Yes, it might still be a tough year ahead of us, but we have a Lord who loves us, provides for Yes, it might still be a tough year ahead of us, but we have a Lord who loves us, provides for 
us, and who will definitely protect us.  He knows the future and He has us in His powerful us, and who will definitely protect us.  He knows the future and He has us in His powerful 
hands throughout the future.  hands throughout the future.  1 Peter 1:6-7 (NLT)1 Peter 1:6-7 (NLT)  66  So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy   So be truly glad. There is wonderful joy 
ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while. ahead, even though you have to endure many trials for a little while. 77  These trials will show   These trials will show 
that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith 
is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, 
it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed it will bring you much praise and glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed 
to the whole world.to the whole world.
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Childcare/Sunday Childcare/Sunday 
School School 

during our 10:30 service

resumes NEXT WEEK,

Sunday, Sunday, 
January 3, 2021January 3, 2021

Contact 
Steffen(264-0397) 
or Josie (264-8142)

for more information

Hawaii Pacific Baptist
Convention Goal:   $250,000

VIF Goal:  $2,000

VIF Giving-to-date:  $1,463.20

All of the proceeds from 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
go toward supporting missionaries, 

from entry through exit to partnership.

After this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, 
from every nation and tribe and people and language, 
standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. 

Revelations 7:9a

 End of  Year Giving

As you plan your end of year giving, 
please be aware that all contributions for 2020 

need to be received by 
TODAY, December 27, 2020.  
Note:  Effective for 2020 only, 

100% of contributions are 
deductible on your personal tax return.

Contributions received after today 
will be receipted for 2021.

Ordinance of BaptismOrdinance of Baptism

Join us as we celebrate the Ordinance of Baptism
January 3, 2021 at 11:30 a.m.

from 
Pastor Stephen, 
his family and 

the staff of VIF . . . 

Happy New Year!!



AnnouncementsAnnouncements

Youth Bible StudyYouth Bible Study
  (grades 6-12)(grades 6-12)

weekly Bible Study 
6:30 p.m Wednesday nights 

on zoom.us

Contact Wesley Kiaha 
(808)281-4231

for more information

Interested in becoming a church member of 
Valley Isle Fellowship?

  1. Contact the Church Office at 244-0865 (or 
     Clarice @ 808-463-9981) for a Membership 
     packet. 
  2. Once youʻve reviewed the documents, set-up an 
      appointment (about 2 hours) to meet with 
      Pastor Stephen. 
  3. Review Valley Isle Fellowship By-Laws Article 1: 
      Authority, Section I through VII.
  4. Review and sign Registration Card and 
      Membership.
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GRIEF SHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP

Sessions run 
January 9 - April 10 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

-- masks are required --
GriefShare seminars and 
support groups are led 

by people 
who understand 

what you are going through 
and want to help. 
You’ll gain access 

to valuable GriefShare 
resources 

to help you recover 
from your loss and 

look forward 
to rebuilding your life. 

Register online 
@ www.griefshare.org

or contact Don Booth 
@ (808)495-1628

Brochures on the back wall 
Cost  $10

Monday nightsMonday nights 
6:30 p.m.6:30 p.m.

For log-in information 
contact 

Pastor Stephen 
(808)419-8100

Biblical Financial Literacy:
Roadmap to debt free living

Sunday, January 31  6pm-8:30pm on church campus
(masks are required)

Want to be a good steward of the resources God has given
you? In this workshop we will discuss:

  1.   Biblical principles to guide you in managing financial situations/resources
  2.   Understanding discretionary expenses and required (necessary) expenses
  3.   Prepare and practice a realistic personal/household budget
  4.   Saving strategies

Register with Vince Bagoyo: bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com or (808)281-6551Register with Vince Bagoyo: bagoyofam@hawaii.rr.com or (808)281-6551

Who is Jesus? Why did He come to earth? How can I know Him?
We live in a world where there’s a lot of confusion about Jesus. Too often people 
want to shape Him and His message to fit their personal needs or agendas. So how 
can we know the truth?
Join the VIF Womenʻs Ministry in this 8-session search for truth as Angie Smith 
unfolds the story of our matchless Savior—His mission, miracles, and message. 
Through her signature wit and accessible style, Angie unpacks Scripture in a way 
that’s easy to understand, regardless of how long you’ve been studying the Bible 
(a great option for new believers!). This study will deepen your understanding of 
Jesus through biblical, historical, and cultural insight and help you see Him less as 
an iconic figure and more as an intimate friend.

@VIF Saturdays from 4 - 5 pm 
January 9 through February 27

Sign-up at the back table or 
contact Pam Edwards (808-446-4009) for more information



MISSION NEWS

      NAMB Missionary Spotlight

International Mission Board
175 Days of Prayer

https://www.imb.org/prayer-list/?searchtype=all

• People of Sunshine Cities, China - Several months ago, a boy named Joshua* prayed for a miracle. His mom’s 
breast cancer had spread to her bones, and the chemotherapy medicine ran out due to a COVID-related disruption in 
the hospital supply chain. God answered this precious young man’s prayers, and the medicine came after a delay of 
only a couple of weeks. Joshua’s mom has undergone a few months of chemo treatment, and no one in their family 
has contracted COVID-19. So the family was able to cautiously celebrate with extended family over the Mid-Autumn 
festival. However, after a recent checkup, Joshua’s mom reported that the chemo treatment has not worked. Bone 
cancer cells have further metastasized. “I am so frustrated; I don’t know how I am going to tell Joshua,” she wrote. 
As the Christmas season approaches, please pray for this dear family of believers to know a peace that surpasses 
all understanding. Please join Joshua in asking for a miracle, that his mom will be given time to see him grow to be 
a man. Let the joy of this Christmas shine so brightly for this family so that others will see their love and patience 
for each other in their time of affliction and desire to know Jesus as their own Lord and Savior. (*name changed)                                           
• Javapals of Java, Indonesia - (JAH-vuh-paws) - Chris* was in a great deal of trouble. He had been hanging out with 
the wrong crowd and had gotten involved with the mob, prostituting women, and dealing drugs. When he ended up in 
jail, his wife left him, taking their two children with her. After he got out of jail, he was alone and jobless. Then two 
believers shared the love of God with Chris. This man who had been completely without hope finally found the One 
who offers the only true hope! After several years of growing in his faith, Chris has just recently joined his Christian 
brothers as they go out searching for others just like Chris: men and women in need of a Savior. Pray that Chris will be 
bold as he shares his faith with the lost souls in his city. (*name changed)
• Angola - Like many large cities, Angola’s capital, Luanda, has an abundance of unemployed young men whose lives 
lack direction. It’s all too easy for them to give in to the temptations of drugs, theft, and other crimes. Few of these youth 
have had any godly guidance in their lives. Pray for followers of Jesus who are meeting with groups of these youth, 
sharing stories from God’s Word with them, encouraging them to study God’s Word on their own, and guiding these 
youth to find eternal meaning and purpose for their lives through a relationship with Christ.
• Last Frontier - Donna* and her sister were orphans who lived secretly as refugees during a chaotic childhood. 
Providentially, they were adopted by a Christian woman who helped raise them in a safe country. Today, Donna is a 
baptized Christian who is growing in her faith. She’s training to become a teacher and hopes to instruct the children 
of her people group. Unexpectedly, Donna heard the news that her mother is alive and in the same city where she 
lives. During their years of separation, the mother searched diligently for her daughters without success. However, 
miraculously, after the mother became a Christian, God made a way for them to be reunited. Thank God for this 
miracle! Pray for His complete healing of the traumas that this family has experienced. (*name change)
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NAMB.NET/GO 
Go is a tool designed to help 
churches and individuals on 
the everyday mission of God 
through a variety of church 
planting and compassion 

ministry opportunities. Pray 
that pastors, congregations, 

potential missionaries, 
chaplains and church planters 

would use this site as a resource 
as they seek to spread the 

gospel across North America.
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     27    9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am    2nd Worship Service
       Childcare/Sunday School - cancelled
             5:00 pm    Reservations open
     29    6:30 pm    Prayer Meeting - online
     30    5:00 pm    Reservations close  
             6:30 pm    Youth Bible Study - online
     31  New Yearʻs Eve - office closes 12 noon

      

       1                    Happy New Year! - office closed
       3   9:00 am    1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School resumes
            11:30 pm  Baptismal Service
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
       4    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
       6    5:00 pm   Reservations close  

             6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
       9    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
             4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”
     10    9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
     11    6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
     13    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
             6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
     16    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
             4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”
       17     9:00 am   1st Worship Service
           10:30 am   2nd Worship Service
      Childcare/Sunday School
             5:00 pm   Reservations open
     18    Martin Luther King Day - office closed
 6:30 pm   Prayer Meeting - online
     20    5:00 pm   Reservations close  
             6:30 pm   Youth Bible Study - online
     23    8:00 am   GriefShare Support Group 
             4:00 pm   Womenʻs Ministry Study “Matchless”
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Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808) 419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

Livestream:  Valley Isle Fellowship

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Valley Isle Fellowship
251 Pualalea Circle , Wailuku, HI  96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES

1st Worship Service - 9:00 am
2nd Worship Service - 10:30 am

    Childcare/Sunday School for
infants to grade 5 

following 2nd service worship/praise time

December 2020December 2020

January 2021January 2021



Thankful and Excited
Psalm 50:14-15

Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. A sacrifice of                                . –  Psalm 50:14a and Psalm 50:23a

 A. It is a                     when there seems to be nothing to be                    for.

 B. We need to know that thankfulness                         our Lord.

 C. It recognizes            , not             .

 D. It exercises our                  and                   in Him.

 

II. Obedience rooted in                                . – Psalm 50:14b

 A. Vows (promises) to God are                     . 

 B. Keep our promises to God, even though it may                us.

 C. Our word (integrity)                    us.

III. Dual                                in trouble. – Psalm 50:15 and Psalm 50:23b

 A. In trouble, God will                           .

 B.                way, not                   way.

 C. God’s way is focused on our                            .

 D. We give Him                         .

IV. He is not                      . – Psalm 50:7

 A. He cannot be                           . – Numbers 14:18

 B. There is                          in His                        . –  2 Peter 3:9

 C. He sees                      . – Psalm 50:16-21

 D. He desires to                         . – Ezekiel 33:11

NOTES:
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