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Great Joy! I’m Forgiven
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

Christmas

is almost here! A time for us to
remember the amazing sacrificial love of our Lord
and Savior. During this holiday season, you may
have gotten wrapped up in the distracting and hectic
demands and activities that normally press in on many
of us. Therefore, there are so many of us who express
the feeling, “I wish I would have …” In this note, I
would like to encourage you to recognize your short
comings and sins, to ask the Lord for forgiveness,
and finally to forgive yourself. Then you can truly
enjoy and rejoice over all that God has done for us.
Romans 3:23 (NLT) For everyone has sinned;
we all fall short of God’s glorious standard. This
verse applies to all of us in this
world. We have all sinned and
that is why we all need the Savior that Christmas celebrates.
Because of our sinfulness we all
need this Savior and that is what
the Christmas is all about, the
coming of the Messiah, the Savior of the world, in the form of the Baby Jesus.
My joy increases as I come to believe that my
sinfulness has a complete and total solution. In
spite of the fact that my sins are so horrible and
grievous, the love, grace, and power of my Lord
is so wonderfully powerful that His solution completely erases all of my sins, as if they never existed.
Isaiah 1:18 (NLT) “Come now, let’s settle this,” says
the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, I will
make them as white as snow. Though they are red like
crimson, I will make them as white as wool. It is
simply incredible that the Lord forgives me so
completely and totally when I simply ask Him
for forgiveness. When I simply confess my
sins to Him and turn my life over to Him, He

forgives me and restores me into a right relationship with Him. This is so incredibly unbelievable
that I know that I have to be forever grateful to the
Lord. He has done so much for me and I know
that I don’t deserve any of His love and mercy.
Knowing that after confessing and turning my life
over to Him, then all I have to do is to ask Him
for forgiveness, that is truly incredible. However,
after all of this incredible grace and love that has
been showered down on us, there is still something
that is critically important, and it is our direct responsibility in order to receive all of God’s blessings in this area. We already
have the direct responsibility to
recognize and confess our sins.
We also have the direct responsibility to turn our lives over
to the Lord and to ask for His forgiveness. And
finally, in order to receive all of God’s fulfillment
and blessings we must also “forgive ourselves.”
Forgiving ourselves can be very difficult because
many times we feel that it is too simple and too easy.
We feel that our sin(s) and/or failure(s) are so great
that it just can’t be that simple and easy to have God’s
complete and total forgiveness. When our thoughts
turn to this kind of perspective, we are simply falling
in to the devils’ tricks and lies. God desires our for-
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Great Joy! I’m Forgiven
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

giveness and cleansing. The devil wants to drown us in our own guilt and despair. Ezekiel 33:11 (NLT)
As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in the death of wicked people. I only want
them to turn from their wicked ways so they can live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O people of Israel!
Why should you die? Praise the Lord God Almighty from whom all blessings flow! He only desires to
bless us, but because He is also righteous and holy, He will discipline and punish us, only if He has to.
If God Himself can and will forgive us, does it make any sense to you that we should fight against God
by not forgiving ourselves? His love and grace is meant to bless us and not to curse us. But we curse
ourselves when we realize how great His love and mercy are towards us and it makes us feel more guilty
and unworthy. He wants to free us from the slavery to and the punishment of sin. He desires to shower us
with His great and wonderful Love. Therefore, realize, confess, turn over your life, ask for His forgiveness, and finally forgive yourself, for He has forgiven you.
Great Joy has been given to us through Jesus Christ, for He has set us free. He forgives us
and gives us the power to do His will when we allow Him to be fully in control of all that
we are and of all that we do. God bless all of you and have a very Merry Christmas!
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Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of
the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as
happened among you, and that we may be delivered
from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith.
2 Thessalonians 3:1-2 ESV

No Sunday School Today December 23rd
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Please pray for Pastor Darren
the next two weeks he will be
preaching the Morning and
evening services.

“Study the Word...Jesus”
Pastor Darren Sarmiento

Joshua 1:1-9 NLT
After the death of Moses God called and appointed Joshua to continue to lead the Israelite
people into the promise land. What we know of Joshua was that he was a servant under Moses
and he had learned and seen everything Moses did as he was instructed by God. There was
only two things God wanted Joshua to do. One, remember all the instructions Moses gave him
and two, study the Book of the Law. There was one huge encouragement and motivation for
Joshua to obey God. In verses 5 and 9 God assured Joshua that He was going to be with him
and never leave him. God continued to tell Joshua to be strong and courageous because the
LORD is with him and He would never leave him. Moses had said the very same
thing to Joshua in Deuteronomy 31:8. It is also quoted in the New Testament
in Hebrews 13:5.
How do we apply this passage to ourselves? Well, the same promise God gave
to Joshua and all Israelites are also promised to us, but instead of an earthly land
it is one of a heavenly place.
God told Joshua to study the book of the law, for us today we would say the word of God. I’d
like to encourage you to study “The Word” which is Jesus (John 1:1). So, am I telling you to not
know and study the law of God, the Old Testament? Of course not. In Matthew 5:17 NLT Jesus
said ““Don’t misunderstand why I have come. I did not come to abolish the law of Moses or the
writings of the prophets. No, I came to accomplish their purpose.”
The reason why I am telling people to know Jesus, is because it is in Jesus that we will fulfill the
laws of God. I truly believe when we are focused on building a relationship with Jesus it is He
that will lead us to know and understand the law of God.
Jesus will give us the motivation to know all of Scripture, both the Old Testament and the New
Testament. Only in Christ can we live the life that would be pleasing to the Father (Romans
12:1-2).
Joshua needed to the know the Law of God, God himself and the power that He provides. People, we have all that in Jesus. When we believe, and follow Christ, we have everything in us.
You see, the Holy Spirit resides in us and gives us the relationship with Jesus. It reveals and
reminds us of all that Jesus said, and empowers us to do all that Jesus commands us to do.
Nothing we need is outside of us but really who is inside of us. The only thing we still need
to do as God told Joshua, is to study the word. So, study the
“Word”, Jesus. Commit your life to know Jesus in order to fall in
love with Him and in the end you will obey Him and be filled with
everlasting joy!
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Announcements
For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

Invite your neighbors, friends and
family to Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service 6 P.M.
The best gift is to share the gospel
Invitations at the back table

Friday, January 4, 2019
5:00 p.m.
For more information contact
Shanley @ (808) 280-2690
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Announcements
Announcements
Childcare Ministry Schedule
Today Dec 23 Team 2: Wendy C, Christine B, Vija B,
			
Rihanna V, Lauryn I

Church Cleaning Schedule

Dec. 30 Team 3: Francis C, Jaydee G, Davin G,
			
Char C, Wayne S
Jan 6
			

Week of December 27-29
Team 6
Hubert I*, Leslie T, Ernie P, Chad K,

Team 4: Cheeng S, Jezra S, Joanne R.
Kayla R, Kaitlyn R

Jan. 13 Team 1: Karen F, Alysha F, Melanie F
			
Hawea R,

Week of January 3-5
Team 1
Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C, Cecile H,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

List of Services in Church

1.Ushers: Seat people, Offering & Tithes, Lord’s
Supper.
2.Greeters: Greet people, pass out newsletter.
3.Hospitality: Coffee ministry, purchase & restocking
paper products and bathroom supplies.
4.Sound team: Sound technicians.
5.Music Team: Musicians & singers.
6.Buildings and Landscaping team: Water grounds,
misc. Maintenance of building.
7.Cleaning teams: Cleaning of Worship Center,
bathrooms & lanais.
8.Children’s ministry Team: Teachers to teach age
related classes, childcare.
9.Youth Ministry Team: Adult men and women to
teach our youth.
10.Announcements team: Events or news.
11.Computer and PP team: Managing and input PP
songs and sermons, learning and using new software.
12.Cameramen: Video service and take pictures at
events, upload to website.
13.Website team: Maintain and update website.
14.SG Team Leaders: Disciple and lead a small
group.

Week of January 10-12
Team 2
Paul Y*, Linda Y, Loida P, Ruth M,
Jean K, Elisa R.
Week of January 17-19
Team 3
Mickie A*, Ann M, Carol S, Phyllis N,
Ken S, George A.
*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table
to be a part of this
ministry.

Coffee Bar Ministry
Come and fellowship

(8 am - 9 am and 10:30 am - 11:30 am)

We welcome your favorite dish to share

You may contact the church office for more information
at (808) 244-0865
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There is really nothing quite like gazing into the Grand Canyon. Rachael and I took the opportunity of
Thanksgiving break to get one last camping trip in this year. We spent 3 nights at the GC enjoying the
great beauty of God’s great outdoors
November began with a bang—Winter Retreat. The theme was, ‘God’s Heart for the Whole World.’
We had special guests, the Traveling Team. Students’ horizons were expanded and challenged with the
reality that there are still many people in the world who need the Good News of Jesus. One student said
this of what God did in her heart over the retreat,“He helped convict me of a lot of selfishness, he helped
me realize I am a work in progress & [need to] let go of this life I hold so dear & join in what He is
doing.” Missions to unreached people groups are critical in fulfilling the Great Commission but just as
important, are those who ignite/support others to GO.

God is working in students’ lives here at the Fort! From students willing to take the initiative in
planning outreaches, like a Thanksgiving Party we had, to students like Marin who has been growing in
her faith and becoming more confident in who she is as a daughter of Christ. It’s been a blessing serving
this past semester with students. Even having opportunities to relate with students with my passion for
rock climbing. God is good! Thank you for your prayers, love, encouragement & support. God is using
you to transform the lives of these students.

“I just wanted to say that I am super thankful for all of
you today! This club has really changed my life since
I joined and I am so glad that God brought me to you
guys. I don’t know where I would be with out all of you.”
-Marin
Prayer Request: Marin to flourish in her faith, Earlson to gain a passion to read God’s word,
students’ studies, God to be made much of the remainder of the semester, Rachael and I to work
unto the Lord, time with family in Montrose for Christmas, rest and reflection to learn from this
Copyright © 2018 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you wanted to be updated on what God is doing in the Woodie’s lives and ministry with Master Plan Ministries.
Thank you!
Master Plan Ministries mailing address is:
Master Plan Ministries
PO Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302
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MISSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

Indianapolis, IN

Pray for increased boldness in proclaiming the
gospel and for wisdom as we strive to make and equip
disciples. Pray more people will be open to the truth of
the gospel.

“Pray that Indianapolis would hear the true gospel and
that our hearts would be gripped by conviction,
repentance and revival.”
1,918,694 people live in metro Indianapolis
57.8% are unaffiliated with any religious body
18.4% are affiliated with an evangelical church
1 SBC church for every 17,135 Indianapolis residents

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer
https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Hero City, Southeast Asia
“Please lift up a new family that will be joining our Hero
City Team. Ask that all the logistics for their move to Hero
City will go smoothly, including processing a new visa, setting up a new home, and getting adjusted to life in a new
city. Our team has had several opportunities lately to meet
with and mentor local believers who are interested in learning how to study the Bible and how to share the gospel. Pray
that they will be committed and excited to join the work that
the Father is doing in Hero City. Ask the Father to raise up
Southeast Asian partners for us, either from among these believers or from others. Join us in asking for increased dependence on the Father. We want to be wholly united to his will
for this city and for our team.”
*Turks of Benelux and France
Imagine meeting someone who grew up in a strong Muslim
country but who now believes that there is no God. At most,
they believe that the best you can hope for in life is to “be
positive” and live in positively with the universe. Such is
the case of Yvette.* She has heard the gospel several times
from a believing friend but has yet to see that she can have
a relationship with God. The believer was able to pray with
her recently and asked that as God met their families’ current
needs, he would also reveal himself as her heavenly Father
who desires a personal relationship with her. Will you join
in praying that Yvette would see that God does exist and that
she can have a personal relationship with him, not through

being a positive person, but through trusting in Jesus’s
finished work for her on the cross? (*name changed)
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PrayerConnect
Connect with missionaries and chaplains by praying for them
and their work, either through specific ministry prayer requests
or on their birthdays

Patrick Ballard
12 12 2018 | Flat Rock, N.C.
Patrick Ballard is a chaplain serving nursing homes
in North Carolina through Mountaineer Ministries. I
am a nursing home pastor serving 50 care centers in
six counties of western North Carolina. Please pray for
our expansion to more memory care units and for more
souls to be saved. We need additional ministry partners
as well. Thank you for praying for me and my family.

Kevin Gibbs
12 12 2018 | Seattle, Wash.
Kevin Gibbs is the lead church planter of Discovery
Church in Seattle, Wash. Please pray for the Lord to
reveal and confirm the local Seattle neighborhood in
which our church will plant. We are praying that this
would be revealed to us by the end of the 2018 calendar
year. Pray that the Lord would call older couples and
families to start Discovery Church in Seattle with us.
We want the wisdom and passion of older generations!
Gene Gersten
12 12 2018 | Cedar Hill, Texas
Gene Gersten is a chaplain serving in Texas. Please
pray for Pastor Tim Trammel and his wife, Peggy.

Evening Worship Service Notes
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

December 23, 2018
Valley Isle Fellowship
PM Service

Trusting God Even Through Times of Terror
I. God’s reputation fills the earth. – Habakkuk 3:1-6
A. Habakkuk is filled with ________ over God’s amazing __________ .
B. Through the years, God has helped the ______________ .
II. Always two sides to the story. – Habakkuk 3:7-13
A. _____________ for the faithful, but ____________ for the evil.
B. Terror can be God sending His _____________ of ______________ .
C. Terror is God _______________ His faithful.
III. Trusting Him because you know Him. – Habakkuk 3:14-19
A. You know His ___________ __________ .
1. Destroys the wicked with their own ____________ .
2. Can use unconventional _____________ and ____________ .
B. In ______________ times, best to be ______________ .
C. Trusting Him means _______________ even when there are no signs to over.
D. Recognize the Sovereign Lord as your _____________ .
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Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

December 2018

7 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
9 6:30 pm - Youth Night

24 6:00 pm - Christmas Eve Service

13 9:00 am- Worship Service

25 Merry Christmas! Holiday- Office Closed

10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

26 6:30 pm - Youth Night- Cancelled
30 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

14 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

31 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting-Cancelled

20 9:00 am- Worship Service

16 6:30 pm - Youth Night

January 2019

10:30 am - Sunday School
12:00 pm - Trustees Meeting
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

1 Happy New Year! Holiday- Office Closed
2 6:30 pm - Youth Night- Cancelled

21 6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
Martin Luther King Day-Holiday- Office Closed

4 5:00 pm - MOvinG Men of God Menʻs Ministry

23 6:30 pm - Youth Night

6 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

27 9:00 am- Worship Service
10:30 am - Sunday School
6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study

Valley Isle Fellowship
1033 Waiale Rd., PO Box 886, Wailuku, HI 96793
ph: (808) 244-0865 - vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com - www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

SUNDAY EVENING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Worship/Study
6:00 pm

Sunday School - 10:30 am
* * * * *

Senior Pastor

Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100
email: icastephen@gmail.com

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

Associate Pastor

Darren Sarmiento
cell: (808)757-1651
email: darrens@vifmauihawaii.com

@VIFMaui
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Satan Prowls During Times of Joy
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

I. Joy can __________ you. – Matthew 2:1-6
A. Blinds you to ________ you reveal things to.
B. Blinds you of _________ you reveal.
C. Blinds you to the _________ ____________ .
1. Matthew 2:6
2. Micah 5:2
II. Joy can deceive you to what may seem like _________ _______ . – Matthew 2:7-8
A. The wise men were __________ to their goal.
B. They were ____________ .
C. Thrilled to have a ____________ _______ with the one who could give them
answers.
D. Thrilled to hear that the King wanted to ____________ Him also.
III. Joy in Jesus ___________ to God’s __________ . – Matthew 2:9-12.
A. Alert to the star’s _____________ .
B. Excited that the star ____________ their long awaited __________ .
C. Their excitement turns into ____________ .
D. Alert to God’s ____________ .
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