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Wishing You A Blessed Celebration
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

they have decided to love and obey Him.  Celebrate 
the fact that those of your friends and family who have 
not yet made this commitment still have the chance to 
turn to Him.  Celebrate the fact that His love and grace 
helps us to mature in our love for Him.  Celebrate the 
fact that His love and grace is working and pressing 
in on those who have yet to love and believe in Him.  
He will not force, manipulate, and coerce them to do 
what He desires.  But He will lovingly confront and 
draw them close to Him so that they can have the 
most optimum conditions to make the right choice.
Celebrate the fact that He is coming back to take us 
home to Heaven.  He will make sure that we don’t 
get lost as we journey to Heaven.  He will personally 
guide us and lead us.  He has always been working 
on our behalf and He will not stop until we get safely 
home.  Then His task will change to simply having 
full fellowship with us because all evil and sin will 
be wiped away and none of that will ever be allowed 
to enter into Heaven.  
I want to encourage you to celebrate 
all that is mentioned above, but I want 
to discourage you from  arguing with 
those who are still undecided about Jesus Christ.  I            
encourage you to share with them the love and grace 
of Jesus Christ and let them then observe the truth 
of Jesus that is maturing and growing in your life.  
Show them the power of one who “Trusts in the Lord 
with all of their hearts and who do not lean on their 

On Wednesday, we celebrate 
Christmas 2019. What a joy 
to celebrate the birth of our 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Freely He came.  Freely He 

gave.  Freely He sacrificed.  But victoriously He ac-
complished and finished His work of salvation.  The 
wonder and glory of His birth heralds in His love and 
grace for all mankind.
Imagine with me what this world would be like with-
out God’s love and grace.  That is frightening to think 
about, but thank God that we don’t have to do that!  
This is because His love and grace has already been 
freely given and it cannot be reversed.  So as we look 
forward to Christmas this coming Wednesday, take 
time to remember the depths of His love and grace 
for all of us.
Celebrate His great love and grace specifically for 
you.  Think about the multiple blessings that He has 
showered down upon you.  Take some time in the 
next week to remember some of the many blessings 
that He has so graciously given to you.  Think about 
the fact that He did not have to bless you, but that He 
chose to bless you even if you did not deserve them.  
Think about the fact that He desires to bless us.  Think 
about the following verse of scripture: Ezekiel 33:11 
(NLT)  As surely as I live, says the Sovereign LORD, 
I take no pleasure in the death of wicked people. I 
only want them to turn from their wicked ways so 
they can live. Turn! Turn from your wickedness, O 
people of Israel! Why should you die?  Think about 
the fact that He knows all of the details motivations 
of all of our sins, and then He still desires to bless us 
rather than condemn us.  What amazing grace!  What 
amazing love!
Celebrate the fact that He has given some of your 
friends and family His eternal love and grace because 

            (continued on next page)
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own understanding.  But in all of their ways, they depend on the Lord!”  Show 
them the peace, the power, and the joy of one who has submitted everything to 
Jesus Christ.  Be a living example of God’s love for them.
I want to wish you a very Merry Christmas and that God’s blessings on you 
will result in you honoring and glorifying Jesus Christ so much that many will 
see Jesus in and through you!  God bless you all.

  

      

Invite your family, friends and 
neighbors as we worship and 

celebrate the Birth of Our Savior
Christmas Eve Candelight Service

December 24 - 6:00 pm

Invitations on the back table

GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP
Session starts January 11- April 4 

13 Saturdays 8 am- 10 am 
@ Valley Isle Fellowship

GriefShare seminars and support groups are led by 
people who understand what you are going through 
and want to help. You’ll gain access to valuable Grief-
Share resources to help you recover from your loss 
and look forward to rebuilding your life. 

Register online @ www.griefshare.org
or contact Don Booth @ (808)495-1628 or

Chet Crain @ (808)298-7410
Brochures on the back wall 

Cost  $10

Church Work Day January 4, 2020
8am-12pm   

Many Hand Make Light Work.
We will be cleaning the all the Windows, 

airconditioner filters and lights.



With the Lord by my side, I am still struggling with depression. It has really been a thorn in my flesh, making this 
past couple of months very challenging. I still have a very hard time explaining it, but I will try. There are many 
things different about my thinking, processing, focus, thoughts, energy level, and motivation to move towards what 
I know to be good and what I desire. My mind does not feel my own but of unwanted and unwarranted thoughts 
and beliefs. I have my own perceptions and stigmas of depression, which leads me to feel embarrassed and shame-
ful, but I am working through many things and slowly embracing where I am at. I have been trusting Jesus by 
pursuing professional help and guidance. This has been encouraging. I am continuing to learn more about mental 
health and how it plays into walking with the Lord. I am hopeful looking forward but know I need to depend on 
Christ because only through Him true healing happens. I have been doing better the latter half of November but 
still feel this darkness close behind. It may be painful and difficult but God will, and is, using it. I don’t know 
when we will get out of this season but we can take heart that Jesus has overcome the world, knowing this season 
is preparation for what lies ahead. God’s grace is sufficient.

As we mentioned in our last update, Rachael and I worked other jobs to supplement income during this partial-
sabbatical. Rachael worked for the City of Durango as a park ranger at a lake in town, as well as selling her artwork 
and nannying. She enjoyed being by and on the water at the lake, getting to know her coworkers, learning some new 
skills and being a light to all the people she interacted with. I worked at a golf club doing landscaping for the club 
and residents. I enjoyed being outside all day, working with my hands and building relationships with my cowork-
ers. Both of our jobs were seasonal and ended in late November. Working with a different objective and environ-
ment was a great change of pace for both of us, yet, we both missed the familiarity and joy of being on campus with 
students.

This time away from the ministry has been different, to say the least. We are continuing to seek God in what our 
next season of life holds. We both have a heart in reaching college students for Christ with MPM. We are praying, 
seeking guidance, and considering many other factors. One of those factors is a meeting with MPM to talk about 
how we are doing, where we are in this whole process and how things look moving forward. I am sure you are 
wondering, “What are the Woodies going to do?” We are right there with you and assure you, we will be in contact 
with you regarding our future and how God leads. Please keep us in your prayers as we navigate through this season.

Though we have not been on campus, we have had opportunities to be a part of ministry in different contexts. The 
first came in September. We helped with a weekend rafting trip on the Colorado River. It was a quick but fun trip.  
We had 7 students come enjoy being on the flowing water, 4 of which were foreign exchange students. Second, I 
had the great privilege to baptize Daniel in a chilly alpine lake! Third was a men’s retreat of over 100 men (picture  
below)! This was great teamwork from MPM, another ministry, and churches to pull this off. The retreats theme 
was, Epic Masculinity. I’m thankful and encouraged that I was able to join and serve for the weekend. Finally, we 
both attended the Fall retreat. Students from Fort Lewis College, Colorado Mesa University, and Adams State all 
came to Three Trails Ranch to enjoy a weekend of focusing on Jesus. The time spent interacting and engaging with 
students and staff is always a joy. We love to see students we know well and see how God is continuing to guide 
and grow them. Overall, we are grateful for the opportunities we had while in this different season of life.  This time 
away from the ministry has been different, to say the least. We are continuing to seek God in what our next season 
of life holds. We both have a heart in reaching college students for Christ with MPM. We are praying, seeking 
guidance, and considering many other factors.
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Woodies Continued

One of those factors is a meeting with MPM 
to talk about how we are doing, where we are 
in this whole process and how things look 
moving forward. I am sure you are wonder-
ing, “What are the Woodies going to do?” 
We are right there with you and assure you, 
we will be in contact with you regarding our 
future and how God leads. Please keep us 
in your prayers as we navigate through this 
season.

We are excited to spend Christmas on Maui with Rachael’s family. We don’t mind missing the cold and snow for 
a bit. Since our partial-sabbatical goes to the end of January 2020 we have decided to stay on Maui until the last 
week of January. We pray this will be a time of great rest, focus on our marriage and spending intentional time 
seeking the Lord. May the Lord’s will be done! We thank you for walking with us through this different and dif-
ficult season. In many ways you, as the Body of Christ, have helped shoulder our burdens so that we are not alone. 
Your friendship and support are in valuable.

Grace and Peace,

Dakota & Rachael Woodie

Copyright © 2019 Master Plan Ministries, All rights reserved.

MPM mailing address is:
Master Plan Ministries 

PO Box 1082
Durango, CO 81302

LOTTIE MOON 
CHRISTMAS 
OFFERING

VIF giving to date $1853.20

Your 
Generosity 

Transforms Lives
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Announcements

         Childcare Ministry Schedule

 Today  Dec. 22   Team 3: Francis C,  Char C,  Wayne S
 
             Dec. 29   Team 4: Joanne R,  Jezra S,  Kayla R,
                   Kaitlyn R

 Jan. 05   Team 5: Carol S,  Drezen F,  Davin G, 
       Jadelyn V

             Jan. 12   Team 1: Karen F,  Alysha F,  Melanie F

 Jan. 19   Team 2: Wendy C, Rihanna V,  Lauryn I, 
       Riley S

Church Cleaning Schedule

Week of December 26 - 28
Team 4

Wendy I, Lynette K, Jennifer B, 
Jennifer R*, Paul R

Week of  January 2- 4
Team 5

Carol Sn, Makanani C, Margie B, 
Josie Y*

Week of  January  9-11
Team 6

Hubert I*, and the many hands 
that make light work

Week of  January 16 - 18
Team 1

Yeiko E, Elaine Y, Teri C,
Cathy D, Kenneth K, Lucille K*

*Key Monitor
Sign-up on the back table 

to be a part of this
ministry. 

ON MISSION February 2020 
TWO THIRDS WORLD NETWORK and YOU!  
As many of you know, TTWN has grown quite a bit since 
its inception in 2011.  Currently we have a 3-year com-
mitment to support 5 church plants in the Philippines.   
International Baptist  Church of Manila supports several 
others.  We have a longstanding partnership with IBCM 
and they are asking for our help.  Recently, one of the  
plants, the church in Marinduque, was destroyed by a 
typhoon.  We are putting together a construction team 
to go and work on rebuilding their gathering place. It is 
an amazing opportunity to witness to their community 
about the love of Christ transcending borders and cul-
tures.   The remarkable thing about missions: both men 
and women are needed, and you don’t need a particular 
skill set.  ALL YOU NEED is the HEART to go.  Please 
PRAY about joining.  You will be BLESSED!
Mission to REBUILD
February 15-28, 2020 
Contact Vince Bagoyo for more details 357-3842



MISSION NEWS

NAMB Missionary Spotlight:

International Mission Board
Connecting in Prayer

https://www.imb.org/pray/

* Peoples of Riau Province, Sumatra, Indonesia-(REE-ow)
 The Great Commission mandate is to “go and make disciples of all nations.” This starts with sharing the gospel but 
involves much more than that. Pray for mature believers in Riau to invest wisely in key mentoring relationships, 
and ask for a multiplication of their efforts through these mentoring relationships. Pray for all believers in Riau to 
live out the gospel in daily life with courage and obedience. Pray for the Baptist churches in Riau to disciple the 
members so they will be able to teach others who, in turn, will teach still others the truth of God. Ask for more 
believers in Riau to gain a passion for reaching the nations!
* Muslims of Three States in South India
A mature believer accompanied Victory* as she went out to share the gospel intentionally for the first time. She 
is a young woman whom the mature believer has been able to meet with and disciple. Victory has a passion for 
sharing, and her heart for Muslim people is growing. The two women discussed beforehand how to share with 
Muslims. Victory seemed to understand everything and even voiced that she had shared in some of the same ways 
with Muslims before. The Lord was so good. While these women were out, he allowed them to have a conversa-
tion with a store owner. Both her parents and her husband have passed away, and she has no children. She is lonely 
and hungry for what is true. She was eager to listen to the Good News and wanted to hear more about Jesus. She 
wanted these believing women to just come and eat lunch with her and sit and talk with her during the day in her 
shop. After meeting her, they met another woman on the street. She wanted to hear about how their lives had been 
changed, so she invited them into her home! Thank the Lord that Victory is so faithful and bold and has a willing 
heart to share with Muslims and obey the Lord! Praise the Lord for the prepared hearts of the people to whom he 
is bringing to these two believers. (*name changed)
* Sri Lanka
Please pray for more training opportunities on the east side of the country of Sri Lanka. A group of new believers 
were trained last month. Pray that they will be faithful in sharing the Good News.

COLLEGIATE CHURCH 
PLANTING

Millions of students 
populate the campuses of 
colleges and universities 

across North America 
every year.
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Ask God to raise up pastors and leaders who will plant churches on, or near, every university or college campus in 
North America.  Pray for a generation of college students who choose majors and vocations that will enable them 
to help plant churches in North America.  Pray that every college student involved in a Southern Baptist church or 

collegiate ministry can lead at least one person to Christ before he or she graduates from college.



Valley Isle Fellowship Calendar

   December 2019
     
     22  9:00 am - Christmas Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study
     23  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     24  6:30 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
     25  6:30 pm - Youth Night - Cancelled     
     25  Merry Christmas - Holiday Office Closed
     26  Holiday Office Closed
     27    Holiday Office Closed
     29  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study-Cancelled
     30  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting

                    January 2020
     1       6:30 - Youth Night - Cancelled
             Happy New Year - Holiday Office Closed 
     2 Holiday Office Closed
     3 Holiday Office Closed
     4  8:00 am - Church Work Day
     5  9:00 am - Worship Service
            10:30 am - Sunday School
     6:00 pm - Evening Service/Study    
     6  6:30 pm - Prayer Meeting
     8  6:30 pm - Youth Night 
    11  8:00 am - GriefShare Support Group 
    12  9:00 am - Worship Service 
            10:30 am - Sunday School
         

Valley Isle Fellowship
PO Box 886, 1033 Waiale Rd., Wailuku, HI 96793

ph: (808) 244-0865  -  vifoffice@vifmauihawaii.com  -  www.vifmaui.com

SUNDAY MORNING
SERVICE

Worship Service - 9:00 am

Sunday School - 10:30 am

www/facebook.com/valleyislefellowship

@VIFMaui

Senior Pastor
Stephen Kaneshiro
cell: (808)419-8100

email:  icastephen@gmail.com

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE
Worship/Study 6:00 pm
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Livestream Valley Isle Fellowship

Would you like be a member of Valley Isle Fellowship?    
Call the office at 244-0865 to get a membership packet of reading materials, then schedule a membership class.

Church Office Hours
Office Hours are from 7am-12 noon.  Please feel free to call for an appointment after hours or leave a message.



No Greater Love
Pastor Stephen Kaneshiro

John 15:12-13
12 This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no 

greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

I.   A command, not a ____________.
     A. A Command is something to be ___________ or _______________.
     B. A Command is given by a ______________ not an ___________.
     C. A Command can be respected because of __________ or __________ love.

II.  A command, _________________.
     A. Jesus was not willing to only ____________.
     B. Jesus ____________ His own command.
     C. He ______________ and was ______________.

III. A command, ______________.
     A. He demonstrated how ________ we are to _________.
     B. We are not __________ to this world.
     C. We are ______________ of Heaven.

Notes:
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